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Trump hails Supreme Court ruling on presidential immunity 


David Charter Washington 


Donald Trump celebrated a *big win" 
after the US Supreme Court set out a 
view of criminal immunity for official 
presidential actions that weakened and 
further delayed the case he faces for 
trying to overturn the last election. 
The nations top court ruled that for 
the first time in US history presidents 


enjoy absolute immunity for core 
actions and presumed immunity *with- 
inthe outer perimeter" of all other offi- 
cial actions. It said there was no shield 
from prosecution for unofficial acts in 
office but left to lower courts the deci- 
sion on how that applied to most ofthe 
charges Trump still faces. 

Democrats condemned the 119-page 
ruling by the six conservative justices, 


with the three liberals opposed, as 
“cravenly political" and “a licence for 
authoritarianism”. 

Trump is now likely to avoid further 
criminal trials before the election on 
November 5, when victory would give 
him the authority to sack Jack Smith, 
special counsel behind the election 
charges and those for hoarding docu- 
ments. “Big win for our constitution 


and democracy. Proud to be an Amer- 
ican!” Trump posted in capital letters 
on his Truth Social site yesterday. 
“Under our constitutional structure 
of separated powers, the nature of pres- 
idential power entitles a former presi- 
dent to absolute immunity from crim- 
inal prosecution for actions within his 
conclusive and preclusive constitution- 
al authority,” John Roberts, the chief 


justice, wrote. “And he is entitled to at 
least presumptive immunity from pros- 
ecution for all his official acts. There is 
no immunity for unofficial acts.” 
Sonia Sotomayor, a liberal judge, 
wrote scathingly: "Today's decision ... 
reshapes the institution of the pres- 
idency. It makes a mockery ofthe prin- 
ciple ... that no man is above the law.” 
Trump vows legal fightback, page 5 


Starmer: a 
big majority 
will be best 
for Britain 


Give Labour a strong mandate on Thursday and 
I will make you better off, leader tells voters 


Steven Swinford Political Editor 


Sir Keir Starmer has appealed to voters 
to hand him a “strong mandate” so he 
can deliver the “difficult changes” that 
are needed to turn Britain around and 
grow the economy. 

The Labour leader said that the big- 
ger his majority, the better it would be 
for the country in a direct riposte to 
Tory claims that a Labour landslide 
would give his party unchecked power. 

In an interview with The Times, 
Starmer promised that after five years 
of a Labour government voters would 
feel “materially better off” with more 
money in their pockets, and that public 
services would be “working again”. 

He said: “If you havent settled the 
planning, the infrastructure challenges, 
then you can't get your economy going. 

“It's the mindset change we've talked 
about. Do weneeda strong mandatefor 
that? Yes, we do. Becausethese changes 
are difficult and the sense of the whole 
country wanting those changes is in 
terms of the platform on which we 
stand to take the country forward." 

Asked if he was saying the bigger 
majority, the better, Starmer said: 
"Better for the country. Because it 
means we can roll up our sleeves and 
get on with the change we need.” 

Starmer said that polls showing a 
Labour landslide “don't predict the 
future", adding: “Because we've got a 
constituency-based system there will 


be many constituencies where it goes 
down to a few hundred voters. This 
week is all about saying if you want 
change, you have to vote for it." 

The Tories have put warnings of a 
supermajority atthe heart oftheir cam- 
paign in an effort to win back voters 
who are abandoning them for Reform. 

Rishi Sunak will today urge voters to 
“lend” their support to the Conserva- 
tives to prevent a Labour supermajor- 
ity. In an open admission of the party's 
probable defeat on Thursday, the prime 
minister will call on the public to give 
the Tories the "strongest Conservative 
voice" possible in the next parliament. 

“Tf just 130,000 people switch their 
vote and lend us their support, we can 
deny Starmer that supermajority,’ he 
will say. “Just think about that: you have 
the power to use your vote to prevent an 
unchecked Labour government.” 

Starmer urged voters who were un- 
convinced to judge him by his actions. 
“T have led and changed Labour,” he 
said. “If we get the opportunity, we will 
govern as we have changed Labour, 
which is to take the country from the 
pretty poor place that it’s in at the mo- 
ment and to seriously change it so that 
by the end of the first term of a Labour 
government people will be able to say 
“Do you know what, I am better off’ — 
materially better off in the sense of 
‘more money in my pocket’. But also 
better off in the sense that my public 
Continued on page 2 
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Healthy diet 
in 40s could 
reduce risk 

of dementia 


Eleanor Hayward Health Editor 


Stickingto a healthy diet in your forties 
could hold the key to staving off 
dementia in old age, research suggests. 

Eating habits in middle age appear 
to play a bigger role than was 
previously thought in preventing 
memory decline. 

The new study, involving 3,000 
British adults, found that the quality of 
an individuals diet at the age of 43 
could be used to predict their risk of 
getting dementia later in life. 

Those whose diets included plenty of 
leafy vegetables and whole grains were 
found to have much sharper brains at 
the age of 69, when memory tests were 
carried out. The study, presented at the 
American Society for Nutrition 
conference, examined data from 3,059 
UK adults who were born in 1946 and 
have been tracked for more than 75 
years as part of a national research 
project. 

They completed food diaries at 
different ages to provide snapshots of 
their diets, which were rated as "low", 
"high" or “moderate” quality based on 
factors such as how many vegetables or 
sugary foods they ate. 

The participants also completed 
regular cognitive tests which measured 
their brain function and memory. They 
were divided into four groups, based on 
the sharpness of their brain and 
memory, until the age of 69. This 
revealed a strong link with diet. 

Of the group with the worst 
performance in memory tests, 59 per 
cent had low-quality diets, whereas 
7 per cent had high-quality diets. Of 
the group with the best memories, 
36 per cent had a high-quality diet and 
8 per cent had a low-quality diet. 

The study confirms previous re- 
search showing that a healthy diet plays 
a vital role in warding off dementia and 
suggests that "the links may start much 
earlier than previously recognised". 
While previous research has focused 
on individuals’ eating habits in their 
Continued on page 4 
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Mainly dry with sunny spells in the 
south. Cloudy with some rain 
further north. Full forecast, page 49 


Sunak warns of ‘Reform bots’ 
posing a threat to democracy 


Geraldine Scott 
Senior Political Correspondent 
Fiona Hamilton Chief Reporter 


Rishi Sunak has warned of “concerning 
evidence of malicious foreign actors 
trying to malign our democracy” as the 
governments disinformation unit 
began an investigation into suspected 
Russia-linked interference. 

The prime minister said there were 
“serious implications for the openness 
and fairness of our elections”, as fresh 
concerns were raised about pro- 
Reform party content on TikTok. 

Officials at the counter-disinforma- 
tion unit (CDU), which has a remit to 
identify “harmful false narratives”, are 
examining a series of pro-Kremlin talk- 
ing points on Facebook pages that post- 
ed in support of Nigel Farage's party. 

While Farage has described claims of 
Russian interference as “cobblers”, the 
prime minister said Reform “may be 
using the same tactics of using fake 
accounts to influence voters" amid new 
analysis of Reform’s followers. 

Recent posts by Labour and the Con- 
servatives on TikTok have been flood- 
ed with near-identical pro-Reform 
comments from apparently new 


accounts with no biographicalinforma- 
tion and little other engagement on the 
site. The findings suggest these are fake 
accounts rather than real voters. 

In one comment section for a Labour 
post on TikTok, more than 300 com- 
ments were identified promoting 
Reform UK. Comments typically con- 
sisted of short phrases, such as “Reform 
uk for me” and “REFORM UK, all the 
way”, which were repeated either word 
for word or with minor changes. 

Similar trends were seen across La- 
bours other recent posts and in the 
comment sections of the Conserva- 
tives' new TikTok account. 

Analysis of Reforms followers on 
TikTok suggests that more than 27 per 
cent of their following is fake or suspi- 
cious. In comparison, the figure is less 
than 4 per cent for Labour and the Con- 
servatives. 

Sunak said: "We have already seen 
concerning evidence of malicious for- 
eign actors trying to malign our demo- 
cracy. This has serious implications for 
the openness and fairness of our elec- 
tions and needs to be called out. 

“Tt now appears as if Reform may be 
using the same tactics of using fake 
accounts to influence voters. For the 


sake of the confidence people can have 
in our democracy and integrity in our 
politics, Reform has serious questions 
to answer.” 

Reform is understood to strenuously 
deny the prime minister's claims. 

According to a TikTok spokesman, 
the company has expert teams who 
focus entirely on detecting, investi- 
gating and disrupting covert influence 
operations. 

Meanwhile, a study found that ten 
“bot-like” X accounts spreading disin- 
formation and hate had been viewed 
more than 150 million times. 

Many ofthe posts from the accounts 
contain "extreme and violent" hate 
speech, disinformation or conspiracy 
theories and praise President Putin, an 
investigation by Global Witness, an 
NGO, found. It found that posts ampli- 
fied by these bot-like accounts have 
spread Islamophobia, antisemitism, 
homophobia and transphobia, state 
that climate change is a “hoax”, that 
vaccines created a "genocide", and that 
Putin is “the greatest president ever". 

One ofthe ten accounts had MBGA 
(Make Britain Great Again) and reposts 
anti-migrant, transphobic and far-right 
content and supports Reform UK. 


Labours policies will not 
stop the boats, say experts 


Matt Dathan Home Affairs Editor 


Labour's immigration policies will not 
reducelegal migration and will struggle 
to tackle the small boats crisis, leading 
immigration experts have warned. 

Despite pledging to reduce numbers, 
the partys manifesto did not include 
any new measures beyond changes 
already introduced by the government. 

Instead, Labour will “reform the 
points-based immigration system so it 
is fair and properly managed, with ap- 
propriate restrictions on visas, and by 
linking immigration and skills policy 

Labour's plan is focused on Sir Keir 
Starmer’s plan to “smash the gangs” by 
targeting the criminals who sell Chan- 
nel crossings. Its manifesto commits it 
to reducing net migration by imple- 
menting workforce training plans for 
sectors that rely on immigration. 

The party will scrap Rishi Sunak’s 
Rwanda policy and use the money fora 
new border security command manned 
by intelligence agents, investigators, 
police and prosecutors. 

However, Madeleine Sumption, di- 
rector of the Migration Observatory at 
the University of Oxford, and Jonathan 
Portes, professor of economics and 
public policy at King’s College London, 


questioned whether Labour's immigra- 
tion policies would achieve their goals. 

Sumption said Labour would find it 
difficult to significantly reduce small 
boat crossings because its approach was 
too heavily focused on people-smugg- 
ling networks, which can adapt quickly 
to law enforcement tactics. 

She told The Times: “The biggest 
claim in the Labour manifesto is that 
they can smash the gangs, that there 
can be an enforcement approach that 
can reduce small boat arrivals. I think 
that it will be difficult to do that. 

"There are so many people involved 
and as long as there is a lot of money to 
be made, there'll always be new people 
to step in to fill that space.” 

Labour had omitted any commit- 
ment to seeking a returns agreement 
with Europe, which is “potentially one 
of the measures that might make a 
difference to small boat crossings”. 

Portes said there was “no guarantee” 
a Labour government would reduce 
migration through its plans to link im- 
migration policy with a new skills strat- 
egy. He added: “Trying to join it [a skills 
strategy] up with immigration policy 
adds an extra layer of complexity and 
bureaucracy and they should focus on 
getting a skills strategy that works.” 


‘Dont let NHS 
strikes become 
the status quo’ 


Health bosses have warned that strikes 
“must not become the status quo” for 
the NHS as junior doctors in England 
prepare to return to work after a five- 
day walkout. 

Members of the British Medical 
Association return to work at 7am 
today. NHS leaders said that hospitals 
have had to “pick up the pieces” as staff 
work to reschedule lost appointments. 
The number will be confirmed on 
Friday, the day after the general 
election. 

Both the Conservatives and Labour 
have pledged to resume talks with the 
BMAS junior doctors committee. 

But Matthew Taylor, the chief 
executive of the NHS Confederation, 
said: “Tens of thousands of operations 
and appointments are likely to have 
been cancelled. 

"Now health leaders and their teams 
will need to begin picking up the pieces 
by rescheduling all these so that 
patients can get the treatments they so 
desperately need. 

“Ttis important to remember that it is 
patients who are bearing the brunt of 
this dispute, patients who are often 
waiting in pain or discomfort." 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Starmer calls for strong mandate 


services are working again. Schools are 
what I would expect from them. I have 
a belief in the future for my children. 
That requires a serious plan with a 
strategy, which is what we set out in our 
manifesto." 

He rejected claims by economists 
that he would have to raise taxes or cut 
public spending to balance the books, 
arguing that Labour's plans to overhaul 
theplanning system, improve skills and 
usher in a more stable era of politics 
would encourage growth. 

“I simply don't accept this argument 
that says you can't do any better than 
the last 14 years,” he said. “Even in 
recent weeks talking to investors they 


have begun to engage with us on the 
timetable that they would like to see us 
operating in if we win the election in 
terms of investment decisions." 

He added: “They [businesses] say to 
me we've got the money. And actually 
we're investing in other countries 
around the world. We're not investing 
in the UK. You know, if you've gone 
through five prime ministers, I don't 
know how many chancellors, housing 
ministers ... I’m afraid for them that is 
not the conditions that they see as pro- 
ductive for investing." 

Starmer repeatedly refused to rule 
out further tax rises in his government's 
first budget if he won the election. La- 
bour has said it will not raise income 
tax, national insurance or VAT but has 
declined to make the same commit- 


ment on capital gains tax, fuel duty or 
council tax. “I’m not going to start pre- 
dicting budgets in the future,” he said. 
Ed Miliband, the shadow energy 
security and net-zero secretary, said 
Labour would provide global leader- 
ship on tackling the climate crisis. He 
said Sunak made a “historic mistake” 
last year when he announced measures 
delaying the implementation of poli- 
cies that would help the UK reach net- 
zero carbon emissions. “We now havea 
government that is explicitly going 
along with the climate delayers,” he told 
The Guardian. “We have to change 
course as a country and as a world.” 
Politics, pages 6-11 
Encouraging Tory MPs, letters, page 24 
Deeds will be the test of Labour's policy 
on offenders, leading article, page 25 
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Norwegian anger as officials bend 
salmon fishing rules for Beckham 


Oliver Moody 


After nearly two decades at the top of 
Norwegian politics, Liv Signe Navar- 
sete has survived plenty of rough 
patches. 

She has fronted an unpopular tax on 
bathroom renovations, been caught in 
a speeding government car when she 
was transport minister and had to apol- 
ogise after publicly ranting at a hospital 
campaigner during an election. Her lat- 
est headache, however, is in a class of its 
own: David Beckham doing a quiet spot 
of fly-casting. 

Last week the former England cap- 
tain was filmed fishing in his waders by 
the banks of the Laerdal in southwest 
Norway, known as the "queen of 
salmon rivers", because it is frequented 
by the country’s king and queen. 

At a time when salmon fishing has 
been heavily restricted for most Nor- 
wegians in an effort to rescue declining 
fish stocks, the trip has prompted crit- 
icism ofthe local authorities and alleg- 
ations that it may have used an expen- 
sive loophole in the regulations. 

In recent years Beckham, 49, has 
developed an enthusiasm for angling, 
taking his son Brooklyn out on a fishing 
boat from Weymouth in Dorset for 
John Dory and travelling to Iceland's 
salmon rivers with the film-maker Guy 
Ritchie. A week ago there was a con- 
siderable stir in the Norwegian press 
when a broadcaster published footage 
of him fishing in a river near the 
Sognefjord, the country’s longest 
fjord. Most locals were under- 
whelmed but several newspapers 
reported excitably on residents’ 
fleeting glimpses of Beckham 
and what appeared to be his dep- 
arture in a helicopter. 

Over the following days, 
though, some Norwegians com- 
plained that Beckham and his 


companions had been afforded *- 


special treatment. | Norway's 
Atlantic salmon, which are among 
the largest in the world, have been in 
precipitous decline. Last year the catch 
was the lowest on record and 30 per 
cent below the level of 2022. 

This summer the environment agen- 
cy abruptly banned fishing on the Laer- 
dal and 33 other rivers after a survey 
suggested there were only half as many 
salmon as there had been in previous 
years, in part because of global warm- 
ingandthe spread of parasites from fish 
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Footage that a local man says is David 
Beckham using a rod on the Laerdal 
river where it is usually banned as a 
fishing method. Beckham, top, with a 
catch from a fishing trip in Iceland 


— 


farms. There is an exception to the 
rule: a practice known as stam- 
fiske (stock fishing), where the 
salmon are caught and trans- 
ported to a hatchery, where the 
roe are harvested for artificial 
insemination. 
According to Bergens Tid- 
ende newspaper,  stamfis- 
ke expeditions usually involve a 
=~ donation of up to 1.4 million kro- 
ner (about £100,000) to the con- 
— servation group that runs the 
hatcheries. Other reports suggest 
that some of the money is then passed 
on to the rivers' owners. 

What is controversial in this case is 
that Navarsete, 65, the governor of the 
surrounding Vestland county, over- 
ruled her own staff to allow the fishing 
trip to go ahead. NRK, the Norwegian 
public broadcaster, noted that her hus- 
band was a member of the consortium 
that owned the river and potentially 


stood to benefit from any money they 
received. 

Two officials also suggested that 
under the terms of the licence Beck- 
ham would only have been permitted 
to fish with a net. A Norwegian official 
told The Times, however, that the word 
"rod" had been left out ofthe document 
by mistake and Beckhams fishing 
methods were "no longer contested". 

There is no suggestion that Beckham 
did anything wrong. It is understood 
that he was only a guest on the trip, was 
not involved in organising it and that it 
fully complied with Norwegian rules. 

For Navarsete, however, the incident 
is proving awkward. Rune Svoren, a 
lawyer and angler who had been pre- 
vented from fishing on the Laerdal this 
summer, complained that the rules had 
been bent and the owners of the river 
were effectively selling fishing rights 
through the back door. A spokes- 
woman for the county authority said 
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Navarsete and her deputy had asked for 
a second opinion on the licence after 
concluding that there was a possible 
conflict of interest. 

Navarsete has insisted that at the 
time she personally approved the fish- 
ing trip she had not known that Beck- 
ham was going to take part. She main- 
tains that neither her husband nor any 
of the river's other owners receive any 
money from the stock-fishing dona- 
tions. "The county governor sees it as 
inconceivable that her husband had 
had any direct or indirect financial gain 
from the decisions in the case,” the 
spokeswoman said. “All revenues go to 
anon-profit and the river owners' asso- 
ciation has no financial gains, directly 
or indirectly" 

Navarsete also said she had inter- 
vened in the case because her officials' 
previous decision to block the expedi- 
tion had been based on an incomplete 
research report. 


Judi Dench and Sián Phillips are first 


George Sandeman 


Dame Judi Dench and Dame Sian Phil- 
lips have become the first women to be 
allowed to join the Garrick Club. 

The formerly male-only private 
members' club, which is 193 years old, 
voted in May to admit women for the 
first time. 

It was preceded by a new legal ana- 
lysis of the clubs rulebook by Lord 
Pannick KC that concluded there was 
nothing explicit that forbade women 
from joining. 

The actresses were named distin- 
guished members at the start of the 
clubs annual meeting yesterday, 
according to The Guardian. 

Their membership was fast-tracked 
and there was applause from some 
members when their names were an- 
nounced. The vote in May was support- 


ed by around 60 per cent of the club's 
1500 members and was held after pre- 
vious attempts to block proposals 
reforming the clubs membership rules. 

Ordinarily the membership process 
can take between two and five years 
and, following the vote, some members 
hadfeltuneasethat a woman might not 
be admitted until 2026. 

However, the clubs committee can 
admit four new members each year if it 
so chooses. 

Regulation 15 oftheirrulesstatesthat 
the “general committee may in its dis- 
cretion elect four members in each year 
in consideration of their public emi- 
nence or distinction”. 

The Garrick Club, Dench and Phil- 
lips were all contacted for comment. 

Mary Beard, the historian, Amber 
Rudd, the former home secretary, as 
well as Cathy Newman and Ayesha 


Hazarika, both news presenters, were 
also nominated as prospective 
members. 

Dench, 89, is acclaimed 
for her roles on stage, in- 
cluding for the Royal Shake- ~% i 
speare Company, and in film "ee 
where she portrayed M 
in the James Bond 47 
movies. She won an ^ sy 
Oscar for her per- y Yn! 
formance as Queen _ A$ 


~ -— 


Elizabeth I in AX 

Shakespeare in ¥ “AA 

Love in 1998. 3» W JA 
Phillips, 91, has also - 


trodden the boards 
with great distinc- © 
tion having played f 


Judi Dench and f f 
Sian Phillips are in — 3:9 Á 


female Garrick members 


title roles in Ibsens Hedda Gabler and 

George Bernard Shaws Saint 

Joan. She won a Bafta for 

her performance as Livia in 

= Y the 1976 television series I, 

P Claudius. 

The club was founded in 

1831 by David Garrick, the 

ES XX actor and playwright, as a 

A / | place for those in the arts 

to meet. It is located in 

Covent Garden in cen- 
tral London. 

Those at the vote in 

May listened to two 

| hours of arguments for 

| and against allowing 


women to join their 
ranks which include the 
King, the deputy prime 
minister, dozens of 
lords, ten ex-MPs and a 


host of lawyers. One supporter of the 
decisionto admit women told the meet- 
ing: "A remarkable club will become 
moreremarkable and it will continueto 
thrive rather than die.” Another echoed 
their relief. “It’s brilliant for the club and 
for women who want to join,” he said. 

Lord Sumption, a former Supreme 
Court justice, Nigel Havers and Ste- 
phen Fry, the actors, are understood to 
have spoken in favour of the change. 

While many members took part in 
the vote, which was held at the Con- 
naught Rooms, London, in person, 
others tuned in remotely. This was said 
to have been crucial to passing the vote 
as it made it easier for younger mem- 
bers, thought to be more in favour of 
change, to take part. 

It was passed after three amend- 
ments, designed to block members 
from having a say on the issue, failed. 
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On the move Canaletto's Regatta on the Grand Canal is removed for restoration work that can be viewed on the main picture gallery at Bowes Museum, Co Durham 


Quintagram? No 1983 


Solve all five concise clues using 
each letter underneath once only 


1Celestial object (4) 


2 Male rabbits (5) 


4 Agricultural machine (9) 


5 Tower of London guard (9) 
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‘Flirt variant triggers surge in Covid 


Tom Whipple Science Editor 


The NHS said there had been a rise in 
hospital admissions for Covid amid 
signs of a new summer wave. 

Doctors said that infections had been 
increasing, with a knock-on impact on 
health services including one hospital 
trust reintroducing facemask rules. 

Jamie Lopez Bernal, consultant 
epidemiologist for immunisation at the 
UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA), 
said: "We are seeing an increase in 
Covid-19 across all indicators, includ- 
ing hospitalisations." 

According to the latest figures from 
the UKHSA, hospital admissions are at 
levels last seen towards the end of the 
winter, although still significantly 
below those recorded in most of the 
preceding year. They are also below the 
peak seen in January. 

With mass testing ended and routine 
surveillance limited to the winter, it is 


difficult for health authorities to keep 
track of infection levels, and hospital 
admissions generally lag behind infec- 
tions by about a fortnight. 

One of the key remaining indicators 
is the proportion of people given PCR 
tests who then test positive. This figure 
had risen steeply to 14 per cent at the 
beginning of last week, up from a low of 
5 per cent at the start of March. 

Paul Hunter, professor in medicine at 
the Norwich School of Medicine, said 
that the rate of infection may already be 
slowing. “Certainly it does look like we 
have seen a wave of infection. It may 
have peaked in the last week but that 
may be wishful thinking on my part, 
though it does look like the rate of 
increase is beginning to decline,” he 
said. 

Although Covid infections are still 
being caused by the Omicron variant of 
the virus, which emerged towards the 
end of 2021, the latest wave is believed 


On the rise 


Percentage of people who took a PCR test 
for Covid-19 and had at least one positive 
test result in the same 7 days % 
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to be being driven by a sub-variant of it 
referred to as “Flirt”. The name is 
derived from key mutations in its ami- 
no acids, which include the letters “F”, 
“L”, “R” and “T”. Scientists expect the 
coronavirus to continue evolving, to 


evade previous immunity, which also 
wanes. 

The most likely cause of the current 
rise, Hunter said, is declining immunity. 
“In people who were infected over 
winter, sterilising immunity would be 
falling by now and in people who had 
nothad an infection then or since, there 
would be relatively little sterilising 
immunity. Fortunately, immunity to 
severe disease is much more robust,” he 
said. 

In general, he said, we should expect 
winter waves to be worse — but with 
some variability. 

Worcestershire Acute Hospitals 
NHS Trust said last week that it was 
enduring the worst outbreak in terms of 
admissions since last year. “This is the 
highest number of Covid-positive 
inpatients seen since December 2023; 
the amount of time our Covid-positive 
patients need to be in hospital is 
increasing, suggesting that they are 


also more seriously ill,” a spokesperson 
said. 

The trust said it was reintroducing 
masks to "protect patients, their loved 
ones and our hospital staff from the risk 
of infection". 

Simon Clarke, associate professor in 
cellular microbiology at Reading 
University, said that whilethis might be 
a reminder of the worst days of Covid, 
we should reassure ourselves that a lot 
has changed. 

"For those of us who have recently 
had Covid-19, it's an unpleasant distrac- 
tion from our normal lives but we're a 
very long way from the early stages of 
the pandemic. Our intensive care facili- 
ties are not being overrun with cases, 
which was the critical metric back then. 
In the week ending 14th June, 10,486 
people died in England and Wales, 
which is lower than we would normally 
expect, and Covid-19 was the underly- 
ing cause of death for 101 of them.” 


Extra portion of veg a 


Continued from page 1 

sixties and seventies, the new study 
found that diet at the age of 43 was the 
strongest predictor of dementia risk in 
later life. 

“Our results suggest dietary patterns 
in midlife, before age 50, may be most 
predictive of cognitive trends up to age 
69,” the study concluded. 

Every small increase in diet quality at 
this age, such as from eating an extra 
portion of vegetables a day, was found 
to reduce the risk of scoring poorly in 
brain function tests by 4 per cent. 

Dr Kelly Cara, from Tufts University 
in Massachusetts and an author of the 
study, said that improving diet at any 
age would bring benefits. “Dietary 


patterns that are high in whole or less 
processed plant-food groups including 
leafy green vegetables, beans, whole 
fruits and whole grains may be most 
protective,” she said. 

“Adjusting one’s dietary intake at any 
age to incorporate more of these foods 
and to align more closely with current 
dietary recommendations is likely to 
improve our health in many ways, 
including our cognitive health. 

“Our findings also provide new 
evidence suggesting that improve- 
ments to dietary patterns up to midlife 
may influence cognitive performance 
and help mitigate, or lessen, cognitive 
decline in later years.” 

A healthy diet containing lots of anti- 


day can reduce risk of dementia 


oxidants found in fruit and vegetables 
can support brain health by reducing 
inflammation in the body, and improv- 
ing blood flow to the brain, helping to 
protect against damage to brain cells 
linked to dementia. 

Antioxidants are chemicals that 
neutralise toxic oxygen-based molecu- 
les that contribute to brain ageing and 
diseases such as Alzheimer’s. Antioxi- 
dants are made naturally by the body 
but they are also found in foods, partic- 
ularly fruit and vegetables. 

Nearly one million people in the UK 
have dementia, and about 40 per cent 
of cases could be prevented with lifes- 
tyle changes such as drinking less 
alcohol, quitting smoking or eating 


How to boost your brainpower 


@ Load up on vegetables 
of all types and colours 
€ Consume lentils, 
beans and pulses 

@ Stick to whole 

grains such as oats 

and rice 

€ Limit processed and 
red meat, but eat more 
oily fish 

9 Don't drink too much 
alcohol d 
9 Avoid foods and drinks with 
added sugars 


more healthily. Adopting improved 

lifestyle habits during the midlife 

period, between the ages of 

40 and 65, has been shown 

to be crucial in lowering 

the risk of developing 
dementia. 

The study used 

data from the 1946 

British Birth Cohort, 

who were enrolled in 

a study called 

National Survey of 

Health and Develop- 

ment, providing informa- 

tion on their health via ques- 

tionnaires and tests over the course of 

more than 75 years. 
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My fightback ^ 
in courts can , 


now begin, 
vows Trump 


David Charter Washington 


Donald Trumps legal team vowed to 
use the historic Supreme Court deci- 
sion granting extensive presidential 
immunity to fight back in all four of his 
criminal cases, avoiding a further trial. 

Trumps lawyers want a dramatic 
filleting of the federal charges for seek- 
ing to overthrow the election and 
retaining secret documents, arguing 
that the landmark ruling gave him far 
more protection than previously as- 
sumed by the judges and prosecutors. 

They will put further pressure on 
Georgia prosecutors to drop the state's 
election interference case against him 
and use far-reaching new rules set out 
by the court on admissible evidence in 
their appeal against his New York hush 
money conviction. 

"The Supreme Court totally disman- 
tled most ofthe charges against me. Joe 
Biden should now call off his ‘dogs. Our 
Country should now be focused on 
GREATNESS again!" Trump posted on 
his Truth Social site. 

Sending the federal election case 
back to the district court for review, the 
Supreme Court left Judge Tanya Chut- 
kan to determine which allegations in 
the indictment constituted core official 
acts that should be struck out. 

"The first step in deciding whether a 
former president is entitled to immuni- 
ty from a particular prosecution is to 
distinguish official from unofficial 
actions. In this case, no court thus far 
has drawn that distinction, in general 
or with respect to the conduct alleged 
in particular,” wrote John Roberts, the 
chief justice, for the conservative 
majority that endorsed the ruling. 

The court offered guidance on sifting 
the official from the unofficial, erring 
ontheside of caution to shield the pres- 
ident, which will help his defence. “In 
dividing official from unofficial con- 
duct, courts may not inquire into the 
presidents motives, Roberts wrote. 
"Such a ‘highly intrusive’ inquiry would 
risk exposing even the most obvious 
instances of official conduct to judicial 


examination on the mere allegation of 
improper purpose. Nor may courts 
deem an action unofficial merely 
because it allegedly violates a generally 
applicable law. Otherwise, presidents 
would be subject to trial on ‘every alle- 
gation that an action was unlawful’, 
depriving immunity of its intended 
effect.” 

The court suggested that Trumps 
alleged machinations to overturn the 
election could have involved both offi- 
cial and unofficial actions. It scrapped 
one set of charges over his attempts to 
have officials from the Department of 
Justice fired, investigate alleged elect- 
ion fraud or intervene to persuade 
states to appoint fraudulent electors. 
These actions had absolute immunity 
because he was exercising his core pow- 
ers in his “official relationship to the 
office held by that individual”, it ruled. 

Trump's pressure on Mike Pence, the 
vice-president, to dismiss votes from 
swing states on January 6, 2021, when 
Congress metto ratify the election, had 
“presumptive immunity” because it 
was an official conversation. 

Some Democrats vowed to try to 
impeach the conservative judges. Alex- 
andria Ocasio-Cortez, a left-wing 
congresswoman from New York, post- 
ed: “The Supreme Court has become 
consumed by a corruption crisis 
beyond its control. [The] ruling today 
represents an assault on American 
democracy. It is up to Congress to de- 
fend our nation from authoritarian 
capture. I intend on filing articles of 
impeachment upon our return.” 

Chuck Schumer, the Senate Majority 
Leader, called it a “disgraceful decision" 
which “undermines [the court's] credi- 
bility and suggests political influence 
trumps all in our courts today" 

Richard Blumenthal, a Democratic 
senator, called ruling a "license for 
authoritarianism" and a "cravenly pol- 
itical decision" meant to shield Trump 
with a "legal armour that no other 
citizen enjoys”. 

International affairs will define 
Starmer, William Hague, page 21 


Protesters at the Supreme Cour 
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Judgment on immunity is fit for a king 


Analysis 


mericans 

have long 

proclaimed 

that no one is 

above the law 
but one was elevated over 
the rest of them yesterday 
(David Charter writes). 

The top court had 
never before been called 
on to set out “a rule for 
the ages", as one 
conservative justice 
called it, on the immunity 
from criminal 
prosecution enjoyed by 
the president. In doing so, 
it advanced the so-called 
imperial presidency that 
the country's founding 
fathers tried to prevent. 

No president had ever 
faced federal prosecution 
before but along came 
Donald Trump and 
challenged many of the 
nation's presumptions, so 
the Supreme Court had to 
act. 

American folklore sets 
out how the plucky 
colonists overthrew the 
absolutism of George III, 
which was always a useful 
myth, to create a republic 
where "all men are 
created equal" and 
treated as such under the 
law. That was a myth too, 
in a state originally run 
on slavery. 

Yet as they prepare to 
celebrate the 248th 
anniversary of the 
Declaration of 


Independence, the 
Supreme Court issued a 
wide-ranging but also 
inconclusive explication 
of when a president can 
act safe in the knowledge 
of immunity from 
prosecution. 

The core constitutional 
activities of the president 
have absolute protection, 
the court ruled, meaning 
that Trumps interactions 
with the Department of 
Justice over the election 
— including threatening 
to replace those who did 
not go along with him — 
fall under its scope. 

All other official 
activities were ruled 
to have “at least 
presumptive immunity 
from prosecution”. 
Trump’s discussions with 
his vice-president, Mike 
Pence, were ruled official 
acts and it was left up to 
the prosecution to make 
an argument that he went 
beyond the scope of this 
official relationship. 

But the court simply 
opted out of deciding 
whether Trump’s 
pressure on state officials 
or some of his tweets 
were official acts and 
therefore immune, 
adding that “most of his 
public communications 
are likely to fall 
comfortably within the 
outer perimeter of his 
official responsibilities”. 

The court tried to set 
general rules for the ages 


which will require much 
more legal argument to 
discern in real-world 
situations. It concluded 
by asserting that “the 
president enjoys no 
immunity for his 
unofficial acts, and not 
everything the president 
does is official. The 
president is not above the 
law.” 

But, predictably in a 
case with implications for 
this year’s election as well 
as posterity, the Supreme 
Court was split with the 
six conservative judges in 
favour of the main 
decision and the three 
liberals against. This 
deepens the image of the 
current court as 
ideologically riven. 

However, the ruling 
was not as hair-raising as 
claimed by the most 
liberal member, Sonia 
Sotomayor, who wrote: 
“When [the president] 
uses his official powers 
in any way, under the 
majority’s reasoning, he 
now will be insulated 
from criminal 
prosecution. Orders the 
Navy’s Seal Team 6 to 
assassinate a political 
rival? Immune. Organises 
a military coup to hold on 
to power? Immune.” 

This went way too far 
but she was right to state 
that it “effectively creates 
a law-free zone around 
the president, upsetting 
the status quo that has 


existed since the 
founding”. 

This “law-free” zone 
exists only for the 
president's core official 
actions, the top court 
ruled. Now the lower 
courts have to thrash out 
what constitutes the core, 
the official and the 
unofficial case by case. 

Sooner or later, in the 
absence of statute, these 
parameters of the Oval 
Office shield were going 
to have to be set down in 
black and white instead 
of simply presumed. 

The Supreme Court 
articulated something 
that has long been 
apparent — that the US 
president is not only the 
most powerful elected 
office in the world but is 
also, necessarily, very 
well protected, not unlike 
a British monarch 
of George III's era. 

It is clear that 
Democrats will now 
campaign hard on 
Trumps alleged capture 
of the Supreme Court to 
help him evade 
prosecution. 

But in drawing a 
distinction between 
absolute immunity, 
presumed immunity and 
legal jeopardy for private 
acts, the court has only 
just begun the process of 
defining the boundaries 
of criminal liability for 
the occupant of the 
White House. 
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Lend me your support, urges PM 


Oliver Wright, Chris Smyth 


Rishi Sunak will today urge voters to 
“lend” their support to the Conserva- 
tives to stop a Labour supermajority. 

In an open admission of the party’s 
likely defeat on Thursday, the prime 
minister will call on the public to give 
the Tories the “strongest Conservative 
voice” possible in the next parliament. 

He will also point to research, first 
published by The Times, suggesting 
that just 130,000 votes could decide the 
result of the election in over 100 seats. 

“If just 130,000 people switch their 
vote and lend us their support, we can 
deny Starmer that supermajority,” he 
will say. “Just think about that: you have 
the power to use your vote to prevent an 
unchecked Labour government.” 

Sunak is spending the final days of 
the campaign attempting to win back 
disaffected voters who have backed the 
Conservatives in the past but are now 
considering other parties. 

He acknowledged yesterday that 
many ex-Tory voters have “hesitations” 
about backing him as he urged them 
not to be tempted by Nigel Farage’s 
Reform. “This is not a by-election. This 
is a choice about who governs our 
country for years,” he told voters during 
a campaign event in Staffordshire. 

“I know youre frustrated with me, 
frustrated with our party. I get that, we 
havent got everything right, we've 
made mistakes. I appreciate and hear 
your frustration. I know many of you 
who supported us in the past have some 
hesitations about doing that again." 

However, citing taxes, immigration 
and defence, Sunak urged them not to 
"sleepwalk" into a Labour government. 

He told them: “Just think about what 
you want. And if you want your taxes 
cut, your pension protected, a sensible 
approach to net zero and our borders 
controlled, you have to vote Conserva- 
tive to get that." 

Sunak told a rally in Leicestershire 
last night: “If there is one thing that 
would be worse than a Labour govern- 
ment, it is a Labour government with- 
out any strong opposition." 

At a campaign rally today he will 
insist that the result of the election is 


Analysis 


he prime minister's 

claim that 130,000 votes 

could decide the result 

of the election in more 

than 100 seats is based 
on an analysis in The Times. 

It looked at the finding of a 
YouGov MRP poll which found 
that Labour was on course for a 
200-seat majority. 

However, if 132,000 voters in 
the 100 tightest races opted for 
the second-placed party, Labour 
would lose its majority, analysis 
of the data found. 

Just 34,000 voters in the right 
places would be needed to halve 
Labour's majority. 

The outsized role of voters in 
marginal seats has long been a 
feature of the first-past-the-post 
system but has become a 
particular issue for Labour. By 
contrast it would have taken 
206,000 voters to have changed 
their ballot in 2019 for Boris 
Johnson to have lost 100 seats. 

Polling suggests that Labour is 
maximising its electoral returns, 
efficiently turning its vote share 
into as many seats as possible. 
The YouGov MRP poll found that 
Starmer is set to win 425 seats, 
with the Conservatives picking 
up just 108. The poll was one of 
three MRP surveys last week 
that suggested the Tories are 
facing a humiliating defeat. 


not a "foregone conclusion". However, 
in an admission of the Conservatives’ 
continuing poor poll ratings, he will 
urge Tory candidates and activists to 
"redouble" efforts to deliver "the 
strongest Conservative voice in the 
next parliament". 

^We are fighting for the future of our 
country and every door we knock on, 
every leaflet we deliver and every call 
we do will make a difference,” he will 
say. “A huge number of seats in this 
election will be decided by just hun- 


dreds of votes. So every vote we move 
will have an impact and make it more 
likely that your Conservative candidate 
is returned to parliament so that they 
can be your voice, represent your 
values and stand up for you. 

“(They will] prevent Labour from re- 
writing the rules so that they can stay in 
power for decades.” 

Speaking to the BBC, Sunak repeated 
his warning that the country could be 
“sleepwalking” into a large Labour 
majority. “That will mean that people's 
taxes go up, their pension isn't protect- 
ed, there's no control of migration. 

“I don't want those things to happen. I 
get that people have frustrations with 
me, with our party, we haven't got every- 
thing right. But Thursdays is a choice 
about the future of our country, and the 
impact that that government will have 
on everyones families. I want to make 
sure everyone is alive to that choice.” 

Meanwhile, the Tories claimed that 
Sir Keir Starmer would be a “part-time 
prime minister" after the Labour leader 
said he would make time to spend with 
his children on Friday nights. Starmer 
said protecting time to spend with his 
son and daughter made him more re- 
laxed and a better decision-maker. 
"We've hada strategy in place and we'll 
try to keep to it, which is to carve out 
protected time for the kids,” he told Vir- 
gin Radio. “So on a Friday — I’ve been 
doing this for years — I will not do a 
work-related thing after six o'clock, 
pretty well come what may. There area 
few exceptions, but that's what we do.” 

But Sunak took a swipe at the Labour 

leader, telling reporters: “I havent 
finished at six ever." 
6 Britains depleted military capability 
has left our armed forces unable to 
defendthe country sufficiently, accord- 
ing to a stark critique that found troops 
were unprepared for "conflict of any 
scale". The findings were presented by 
Dr Rob Johnson, who led a government 
unit to measure readiness for war. 

Johnson told the Financial Times: 
“In any larger-scale operation, we 
would run out of ammunition rapidly. 
Our defences are too thin and we are 
not prepared to fight and win an armed 
conflict of any scale.” 


Reform candidates rants on women 


Geraldine Scott 
Senior Political Correspondent 


A Reform UK candidate advocated for 
Nicola Sturgeon to be shot and called 
JK Rowling a “wild bitch’, it can be re- 
vealed, as Nigel Farage pledged to put 
the party under “much stricter control”. 

Robert Smith, the party’s candidate 
in Orkney and Shetland, used social 
media to call Christine Lagarde, the 
president of the European Central 
Bank, “head bitch of the globalists” and 
told female journalists that men would 
not want to sleep with them. 

In one foul-mouthed tirade on Twit- 
ter/X he targeted Ursula von der Leyen, 
the president of the European Commis- 
sion. In another he used slurs against 
gays and lesbians. He also likened the 
rainbow symbol supporting the NHS 
during Covid as “the new swastika”. 

Nigel Farage, the party’s leader, yes- 
terday said he would put the party 
under “much, much stricter control”. 

Ann Widdecombe, one of the party’s 
spokespeople, said that sexist language 
was “unacceptable”. 

In one post from 2016 Smith shared 
an article about Nicola Sturgeon and 
said: “Since the great David Attenbor- 
ough legitimised calls for political 
leaders to be shot, why not start with 
this bitch?”. Replying to a 2020 post 
from JK Rowling, the Harry Potter 


author and women’ rights campaigner, 
in which she said she was drinking 
Yorkshire Tea, Smith called her a “wild 
bitch”. Also in 2020, he replied to the 
Talk journalist Julia Hartley-Brewer on 
X suggesting she wanted to have sex 
with him, and called Kay Burley, the 
Sky News journalist, a “hypocritical 
bitch”. He also described the journalist 
Andrew Marr, Sir Keir Starmer and 
Sadiq Khan, the London mayor, with 
degrading sexual imagery. In 2021 he 
used the c-word to describe a reporter, 
Sir David Attenborough and Tom Har- 


Robert Smith 
suggested that 

Nicola Sturgeon 
should be shot 


wood, the GB News journalist, who he 
also said was “the prince of prickhood”. 

Last night it was reported that Smith 
said that he would “prefer Fred and 
Rose [West] to any of these c***s" dur- 
ing a discussion about the royal family. 

Referring to the World Economic Fo- 
rum, Smith called the King a ^WEF fas- 
cist”, and Andrew Husband, who is 
standing in North Durham, said the 
King was a "climate cracker", in refer- 
ence to his advocacy for the environ- 


ment. Malcolm Sedgley, standing in 
Meriden and Solihull East, criticised 
Elizabeth II over the Queens support for 
Covid vaccinations in 2021 and in 2019 
compared the royal family’s right to rule 
to the Nazis. 

Reform and Smith were both con- 
tacted for comment. 

Widdecombe, a Reform spokes- 
woman, said the comments were “com- 
pletely unacceptable” but said the prob- 
lem “was not unique to us”. She said: 
"I'm not going to have us branded as 
some sort of naturally racist and misog- 
ynist party, because we're not.” 

Speaking to BBC Radio 4s Woman's 
Hour, she said that Reform "believe 
quite fiercely in guarding womens 
spaces” such as changing rooms and 
toilets from transgender people and 
said there would be better childcare 
support for families. 

Farage told Times Radio: “This is a 
start-up party. I took it over a month 
ago. There were some people there that 
should never, ever have been there, and 
I'm sorry for that. 

"And nobody is angrier than I am, 
particularly as we're doing so well with 
black and ethnic minority voters. Yes, 
some bad apples in a start-up. They're 
gone and I won't have anyone like it in 
the future in the party. 

"I'm going to put this thing under a 
much, much stricter control." 


Lib Dem leader Sir Ed Davey dropped in on Eastbourne before 
riding an inflatable at Lakeside Ski & Wake in the Cotswolds 


sir Ed, thats no way to 
win a bounce in the polls 


Tom Peck 
Political Sketch ar. 


hat if this long 

election campaign 

still has time for one 

last twist? What if 

we, the shellshocked 
public, will have to ask ourselves 
whether it’s us who are to blame? 

Why did we keep cheering him 
on? Why did we keep demanding 
more? Wasn't the paddleboarding 
enough? The rollercoaster? Isn't it 
clear to see that a 58-year-old man 
doing a zumba class on live TV ina 
salmon pink T-shirt was patently a 
cry for help? Wasn't Sir Ed Davey 
trying to tell us to make it stop? 
Will we even be able to watch 

when grieving Lib Dem staffers have 
to appear before the inevitable 
public inquiry. "It was a terrible, 
terrible mistake," one of them will 
say, fighting back tears. “I had been 
given a syringe of Valium to sedate 
the tiger but, well, Tim Farron was 
just being so annoying and — I’m 
sorry can we just stop for five 
minutes, I’m sorry." 


It is, I am assured, entirely 
coincidental that 48 hours after my 
having expressed doubt, in this 
newspaper, that Sir Ed Davey would 
get to polling day without the use of 
a bungee crane, there it suddenly 
was in some sort of car park in East 
Sussex. It had already been booked. 
There he had always planned to be, 
plummeting like an ACME anvil and 
shouting: “Do something you've 
never done before! Vote Lib Dem!" 

Sir Keir Starmer spent the day on 
a grand tour of dyed-in-the-wool 
Tory Britain. Hertfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 
in a single morning and early 
afternoon, turning the rolling news 
channels into some kind of 
Midsomer Murders special, in which 
there is one very clear victim. 

There he was, standing with his 
arms folded in the centre circle at 
Hitchin Football Club, in the very 
much no longer safe constituency of 
Tory Bim Afolami. Standing next to 
him was a man whose name, I think, 
is Simon By-Election. You might 
know his face. He's in his mid- 
thirties, he worked hard at school, 
went to Oxford (obviously) and has 
since then had a fulfilling career in 
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as he chases 130,000 key votes 


corporate communications in the 
charity sector, just so it sort of looks 
like he hasn't just always wanted to 
be an MP. There will, very soon, be a 
whole army of him in the House of 
Commons, making up what is 
already being whispered about as 
potentially the most well-mannered, 
the most reasonable and possibly the 
most condescending parliament in 
British political history. 

The prime minister was doing 
what is now very much his thing, 
which is making promises to some 
workers on a shut-down factory 
floor that they don't want to hear. It 
was some sort of pharmaceutical 
fulfilment centre in Staffordshire's 
turn to have the honour. As is 
customary, workers were shunted 
out on to the shop floor in hi-vis 
tabards, and dared to dissent in 
front of their bosses who had, of 
course, invited the prime minister in 
the first place, so not much chance 
of that. Rarely, in such 
circumstances, is anyone brave 
enough to say anything even slightly 
hostile but occasionally a picture 
says rather a lot more. 

Most people watch the TV news 
with the sound off, so the three 
female workers standing directly 
behind the prime minister, in full 
view of the cameras, provided a 
valuable public service. 

It was as if they had been booked 
to do live sign language 
interpretation but had not yet 


GARETH FULLER/PA; HOLLIE ADAMS/REUTERS 


mastered the language beyond the 
curled lip and the eye-roll. 

“If Labour are in power with a 
supermajority, you have to think 
about what that will mean,” said 
Sunak. At this, hi-vis lady No 1 
clenched her teeth in a fashion seen 
only on TV’s Kevin McCloud when 
promises on the pouring of concrete 
look like they might not be met. 

Hi-vis No 2 really did manage to 
pull off an eye roll that very clearly 
said “Erm, it won't actually mean 
anything will it, prime minister, 
because that term, supermajority, 
doesn't actually mean anything, 
does it, not in this country anyway." 

Sunak carried on. "A Labour 
Party unchecked, no one to hold 
them accountable, no one to stand 
up to them. If you give Labour a 
blank cheque you will not be able to 
get it back." 

Did hi-vis lady No 3’s eyes flash 
with sudden menace? It's possible to 
read too much into these things but 
it did seem, just for a moment, that 
she was about to form her thumb 
and forefingers into a squid shape 
and draw them down her jawline, a 
gesture once known in school 
playgrounds as the Jimmy Hill, and 
start shouting, *Oooh yeah! Chinny 
reckon!" 

In the end, she reached down to 
her pocket and withdrew a handheld 
fan. Clearly it was time to cool down 
a bit, even though it really didn't 
look that hot in there. 


The heat is on for hopefuls 
in bellwether constituency 


ROBERT PERRY FOR THE TIMES 


East Renfrewshire has 
changed hands at the 
last three elections. 
Alex Massie determines 
the next likely winner 


It is a grey but humid day in East Ren- 
frewshire; the atmosphere is close and 
heavy and distinctly unkind to Scottish 
people. “I’m sweating buckets,” says 
Blair McDougall, the Labour candidate 
ina “bellwether” constituency that has 
changed hands at each of the last three 
elections. We are traipsing around the 
Stamperland district of Clarkston and, 
here at least, Labour’s perspiration 
seems to be paying a dividend. 

McDougall has two stories to tell: 
first, that only Labour can defeat the 
SNP in this constituency and second, 
that only Labour can supplant the 
Conservatives at a national level. The 
former is directed to Conservative- 
minded voters; the latter to SNP sup- 
porters. There is some evidence it is 
working. Emma Russell, McDougall's 
organiser and fixer, recalls that in previ- 
ous elections: “We had people chasing 
us down the street because our leaflets 
were printed in England.” Times have 
changed and “that hostility has gone”. 

If East Renfrewshire were in England 
it would most likely be the kind of seat 
that the Tories would struggle to lose 
even in this election. But this is Scot- 
land, and matters are arranged differ- 
ently here. Although Sandesh Gulha- 
ne,a GP and Tory MSP, insists that only 
he can defeat the SNP in East Renfrew- 
shire, all the evidence gleaned from 
polls and doorsteps indicates this is now 
a contest between the Nationalists and 
anewly-revived Scottish Labour party. 

Still, East Ren — as the seat is com- 
monly known — is affluent and leafy 
and very sure of itself. It is upwardly 
mobile and also very sure of what it is 
not. For a century, local politicians here 
have resisted any suggestion that these 
loosely-connected suburbs of Glasgow 
be incorporated into Scotlands largest 
city. That would, the inhabitants feel, be 
a kind of contamination. When Scot- 
tish local government was reorganised 
in the Thatcher years, East Renfrew- 
shire was carved out of the old Strath- 
clyde regional council, creating a 
council area that looked like it could be 
counted on to vote Conservative. The 
constituency is a state of mind as much 
as it is a coherent geographical entity. 

Aspirational parents with means 
calculate that it is cheaper to pay a 
premium for housing in East Renfrew- 
shire than it is to send two children to 
private school in Glasgow. Four of the 
top ten state schools in Scotland as 
measured by exam results are in East 
Renfrewshire and, partly as a conse- 
quence, the cost of a typical house in the 
constituency has risen by more than 
£80,000 in the past three years. 

East Renfrewshire is also unusual in 
being the only Scottish constituency 
with a significant Jewish population. 
Five years ago Labours vote fell by 
more than half, to just 12 per cent. “The 
Jewish vote isn't strong enough to make 
or break the election, says Moshe 
Rubin, rabbi to the community for the 
past 25 years, but the stench of anti- 


semitism emanating from Jeremy 
Corbyn’s leadership “definitely” had an 
impact. That was then, though, and 
Rubin notes that politicians from all 
parties have supported the local Jewish 
community. After the October 7 massa- 
cres Humza Yousaf, then the SNP 
leader and first minister, visited Rubin's 
synagogue. “At no time did the local 
community feel he didn’t care for us,” 
Rubin says. 

McDougall, who ran the “Better To- 
gether” campaign in the 2014 independ- 
ence referendum, is seeking to be the 
first Labour victor here since Jim Mur- 
phy in 2010. Since then the seat has gone 
SNP (2015), Conservative, (2017) and 
SNP again (2019). East Ren is heavily 
pro-UK and pro-EU andin 2015, Kirsten 
Oswald, who was the sitting MP, tells me 
“nobody thought we could win here”. 
Murphy’s defeat was an earthquake. 

Oswald, who scurries around, boasts 
that East Ren is “the best constituency 
in the country”. Lots of politicians feel 
they have to say such things but she 
plainly believes it. Over a coffee in a 
Clarkston branch of Costa, she sticks to 
the SNP script that the Tories are her 
biggest rival. Here, as elsewhere, the 
SNP and the Conservatives hope to 
present the constitutional question as 
the only dividing line that counts. This 
suits them both. John Swinney, Oswald 
says, “has been a breath of fresh air" and 
she warns that voters should be wary of 
Labour. “They risk jumping from blue 
to red just to find the only change is 
no change”. 

Brexit is still an issue, she says, and 
so is independence. Every vote for 
the SNP is a vote for taking back 
control. If the party “wins” the gf 
Scottish portion of the cam- 
paign, discussions on a second 
independence referendum 
should follow. How, I won- s 
der, could Scottish voters 
expresstheir opposition 
to independence in a 
way that would satisfy 
the SNP? "Well, if we 
have a referendum 
people can express 
that,” Oswald says. 

A friend who lives in 
the constituency tells me 
that she and her hus- 
band will both be voting 
Labour despite being 


Kirsten Oswald of the 
SNP: "Brexit still an issue" 


Labour's Blair McDougall is appealing to both SNP and Tory-minded voters 


habitual SNP and Conservative voters 
respectively. Polling data suggests that 
about 30 per cent of Labours vote will 
be tactical, reflecting both the fierce 
urgency of removing the Conservatives 
from power and of sending the SNP a 
message protesting against its under- 
whelming record in office in Edin- 
burgh. The squeeze is on. “If its a 
clothes peg you need, I have one," 
McDougall tells one wavering voter. 

Andy Park, a retired BT worker 
takinga break from tiling his daughter's 
bathroom, says "the SNP area disaster". 
He's voting Labour but he’s worried that 
past mistakes may be repeated. “You 
ignored us for years when you had the 
power.” He likes the idea of Great Brit- 
ish Energy, the publicly-owned power 
company Labour has promised will be 
headquartered in Scotland, but he cau- 
tions that "we're still going to need oil 
for 50 years”. He's worried about “the 
gender thing" too and would like more 
clarity from Labour on womens issues. 
Despite those concerns, his vote is safe- 
ly red in this election because the im- 
portance of sending a message to both 
of Scotland's current governments 
trumps doubts about Labour. 

This is a common theme. "I'm nor- 
mally Conservative but I’m considering 
Labour,” says a retired lady taking her 
grandchild for a stroll. “To tell you the 
truth, I’m very disenchanted with all of 
them. Politicians aren't who they used 
to be" I ask which figures from the past 
she admired. “Margaret Thatcher and 
Gordon Brown,” she says. Her friend, 

also looking after a grandchild, says: 
"Last time I was a Conservative 
supporter but I’m trying to do 
the tactical voting thing at this 
election." 

Back on the doorsteps, 
McDougall stresses that La- 
bour can win votes from the 
SNP as well as the Tories. 
“You don't meet as many 
teachers or NHS work- 
ers who are still voting 
SNP,” he says. So- 

called "soft" inde- 

pendence support- 

ers can be won back by 
J Labour since “they 
.* were attracted to the 
; SNP or Yes because they 
were 'change' voters, not 
nationalists". And, in this 
4 election, Labour offers 
more change than any- 
one else. 
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I want people to say that 
we made them better off 


ir Keir Starmer5 son recently 
celebrated finishing his 
GCSEs. “I came back and he 
had put all his exam books 
and all his school uniform in 
the bin,” Starmer recalls with a laugh. 
As Starmer prepares to enter 


Sir Keir Starmer tells Steven Swinford that he 
would be a ‘serious’ prime minister — but is 
concerned about the effect that moving into 
No 10 would have on his two teenage children 
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Travel with confidence 


Downing Street on Friday — now an 
inevitability if the polls are correct — 
his biggest concern is the impact that 
it will have on his children. His son 
turned 16 at the weekend and his 
daughter is 13. 

“It's a big change,” he says. "And it 
wouldnt be fair to me to say there 
isn't a degree of apprehension on 
their part. You can imagine the 
impact if you're 13 or 16. 

“If you're under five, it probably 
doesn't get noticed so much. If you're 
20 years old, you're standing on your 
own two feet. This is about as 
impactful as it can be, so of course 
this is a cause for concern.” 

Starmer considered putting them in 
touch with the children of Gordon 
Brown and Sir Tony Blair, but decided 
against it. "The reason in the end we 
didn't talk to the children of previous 
prime ministers was because each of 
them will have had a particular 
experience,” he says. "And if they 
didn't have a good experience, I 
thought that would reinforce a 
concern for our children." 

Otherwise, Starmer appears to be 
enjoying the end of the campaign and 
the imminent prospect of power. He 
will spend the final days and hours in 
the run-up to Thursday hammering 
home the same message — that every 
vote counts, despite the fact that 
every poll is pointing to a landslide. 

"The polls don't predict the future,” 
he says. "Because we've got a 
constituency-based system, there will 
be many ... where it goes down to a 
few hundred voters. This week is all 
about saying ‘if you want change, you 
have to vote for it" 

The Tories, having failed to make a 
dent in Labours lead for the entirety 
of the campaign, have resorted to a 
last-ditch strategy of warning of the 
risks of a Labour “supermajority”. 
Labour’s win could be on such a scale, 
so their pitch goes, that they could be 
in power for the rest of your life. 

For all his instinctive caution, 
Starmer makes a virtue of the Tory 
attack by appealing to voters to hand 
the party a “strong mandate”. 

He says: “The most important thing 
is growing the economy and wealth 
creation. I do think that’s been the 
Achilles’ heel for 13 years now. 

“You can talk about public services 
but if you haven't got your economy 
working then you can't do that. If you 
havent settled the planning, the 
infrastructure challenges, then you 
can't get your economy going. 

“It's the mindset change we've 
talked about. Do we need a strong 
mandate for that? Yes, we do. Because 
these changes are difficult and the 
sense of the whole country wanting 
those changes is important in terms 
of the platform on which we stand to 
take the country forward." 

The bigger the majority, the better? 
"Better for the country. Because it 
means we can roll up our sleeves and 
get on with the change we need.” 

Starmers election strategy has been 
characterised by caution. The Labour 
leader has done everything in his 
power to avoid dropping the “Ming 
vase" — his lead in the polls — in the 
run-up to the election. 

Will Starmer govern as he has 
campaigned and be a cautious prime 
minister? “I will be a serious prime 
minister, that is really important,” he 
says. 

“T have led and changed Labour. If 
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Sir Keir Starmer is likely to become 


we get the opportunity, we will 
govern as we have changed Labour, 
which is to take the country from the 
pretty poor place that it's in at the 
moment and to seriously change it, so 
that by the end of the first term of a 
Labour government people will be 
able to say, 'do you know what, I am 
better off' — materially better off in 
the sense of ‘more money in my 
pocket’. 

“But also better off in the sense that 
my public services are working again. 
Schools are what I would expect from 
them. I have a belief in the future for 
my children. That requires a serious 
plan with a strategy, which is what we 
set out in our manifesto.” 

Starmer’s offer to the electorate, 
that he will make them wealthier and 
improve public services, is predicated 
on a single word that he has repeated 
thousands of times throughout the 
campaign — growth. 


conomists say that, given the 

state of the public finances, 

something will have to give 

in the form of either further 

tax rises or spending cuts. 
There is, they argue, a "conspiracy of 
silence" about the dire fiscal straits 
facing Britain. 

Starmer has rejected this, variously 
decrying those pointing to anaemic 
forecasts as “defeatists” and “cynics”. 
Does he really think that people like 
Paul Johnson, the director of the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies, are 
doomsters? 

“I completely respect them and 
what they do,” he says. “I simply don’t 
accept this argument that says you 
can't do any better than the last 14 
years. 

“Even in recent weeks, talking to 
investors, they have begun to engage 
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with us on the timetable that they 
would like to see us operating in, if we 
win the election, in terms of 
investment decisions." 

Labour's meetings with businesses, 
he says, have not been ^just coffee 
and croissants saying the same thing 
over and over again". 

“They cant stand that, I can't stand 
that,” he says. They have, instead, 
been in-depth conversations about 
how Labour can get them to invest in 
Britain. "They say to me, 'We've got 
the money and actually we're 
investing in other countries around 
the world. We're not investing in the 
UK: The reason they did that is a lack 
of seriousness;" he says. 

“If you've gone through five prime 
ministers, I don't know how many 
chancellors, housing ministers and 
that sort of thing, then I’m afraid that 
those are not the conditions that they 
see as productive for investing." 

Starmer is betting the house on 
growth, with major planning reforms 
and overhauling skills at the heart of 
his vision. But what if it doesn't work? 
Does he have a plan B? "I am totally 
confident in our plan for growth," he 
says, ducking the question. "That's 
why I've made it centre stage for our 
manifesto." 

The economists with whom he 
disagrees believe that in the event his 
gamble on growth fails, Starmer will 
have no choice but to resort to raising 
taxes or make further cuts to public 
spending. Labour has explicitly ruled 
out increasing national insurance, 
income tax and VAT, but has refused 
to rule out raising capital gains tax, 
fuel duty or revaluing council tax 
bands. 

Can he rule out further tax rises in 
Rachel Reevess first budget in 
September? “I’m not going to start 


predicting budgets in the future,” he 
says. “None of the plans in our 
manifesto require tax rises above 
those we've set out." Pressed further, 
he gives a near-identical response. 


he other challenging area 

for Starmer during the 

campaign has been gender. 

The author JK Rowling used 

an article in The Times to 
accuse him of abandoning women 
like her who are campaigning for 
women-only spaces. Bridget 
Phillipson, the shadow education 
secretary, said at one point in the 
campaign that trans women with a 
gender recognition certificate who 
have penises should be allowed to use 
womens toilets. 

Rowling posted a question for 
Labour on Twitter/X: "Do biological 
males with gender recognition 
certificates have the right to enter 
women-only spaces? It's a simple yes/ 
no question." 

Starmer is emphatic. "No. They 
don't have that right. They shouldn't. 
That's why I’ve always said biological 
womens spaces need to be protected." 
Will he meet Rowling? “I’ve indicated 
a willingness [to meet her],” he says. 
“Hopefully we can get that 
organised." 

If he wins the general election, 
foreign affairs will come immediately 
to the fore. His first week in office will 
include a Nato summit in 
Washington, where there is increasing 
concern that the consensus over 
Ukraine could break down because of 
the rise of Marine Le Pen in France 
and a potential Donald Trump 
presidency. 

"To be absolutely clear to Ukraine, 
any change in government in the UK 
doesn't change the support,” he says. 
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^We have to make the case 
internationally with our Nato allies." 

Can he do business with Le Pen, 
whose politics and rhetoric are so far 
removed from his own? Do they not 
have common ground on migration? 
"There will always be aligned 
interests with our European allies,” he 
says. "But on immigration there is no 
doubt we will have to work with our 
allies if we're going to deal with those 
who are perpetrating the vile trade of 
putting people in small boats across 
the Channel.” 

If Starmer wins the election, his net 
favourability rating of minus 20 
would be a record low for an 
incoming prime minister. Thatcher, 
Blair and Cameron all took office 
with positive ratings. Starmer says 
first that it is "impossible to 
disentangle me from the Labour 
Party", which is significantly more 
popular. He changed the party, giving 
it a "clarity of discipline and focus and 
seriousness" that it lacked. 

Second, he says that people have 
had the hope beaten out of them and 
are cynical after the Downing Street 
parties scandal, and the scandals over 
Covid contracts. "People have lost 
hope that anyone is genuinely going 
to change anything,” he says. "That's 
not just about policies, it's about the 
mindset of politics. I know we have to 
change that. That's why I keep talking 
about the politics of service" 

Voters who are not convinced, he 
says, can judge him by his actions. “I 
genuinely don't think we can change 
that simply by words going into an 
election,” he says. “It is going to take a 
mindset change. I will happily be 
judged if we can achieve that for the 
country." 

Starmer will have to adopt a war 
leader's role, William Hague, page 21 


Class of 2024: 


what first week 


holds for the 


fresher MPs 


Aubrey Allegretti 
Chief Political Correspondent 


Parliament can seem like a daunting, 
anachronistic place dominated by 
established networks. But in less than a 
week, it could be filled with the highest 
number of new MPs in a generation. 
With such a high potential turnover, 
preparations are under way to induct 
the "class of 2024". 

From Friday morning, they will be 
introduced to everything from how to 
dress in the Commons chamber, navi- 
gating the Hogwarts-esque parlia- 
mentary estate, and getting security to 
help protect their home and family. 

“I was surprised at how ill-prepared 
everything was, Andrew Percy, the 
former MP for Brigg & Goole, said on 
his first day in parliament in 2010. 

"It was likethey'd never had an elect- 
ion before. You appeared and were told 
'theres no equipment, you don't have 
an office and I can't tell you when you 
will, but go and share that table with 
another MP 

Fourteen years on, and the process 
has improved significantly, with each 
new MP now given a brown paper 
envelope minutes after being elected at 
their constituency count. Inside is a 
bundle of notes on what to expect. 
When they arrive at Westminster, 
new MPs will also be given a “buddy” 
from the parliamentary staff team. 

They then have a detailed itinerary 
designedto makethe induction process 
smoother. They will have a meeting 
with HR to help hire up to six members 
of staff for their office; get assistance 
setting up IT and email accounts; and 
receive instructions on the expenses 
system to make clear whatthey can and 
cannot claim for. 

“It’s like the first day at a new school. 
I was literally given a rucksack to carry 
round my new laptop in and a locker,” 
said Nicola Richards, who was elected 
in 2019, aged 24. 

But settling in can be a tricky process. 
Some new MPs may not have 
expected to win and so will 
need to resign from their 
previous jobs. After 
being sworn in, it is 
not uncommon for 
MPs to have to 
return to home to 
complete previously 
scheduled work 
shifts. One MP said 
that they arrived in 
London but struggled to 
find a place to live and 
could not afford a hotel, so 
slept on the floor of their office 
for weeks. 

Another had to move out of their 
flatshare with friends after being told 
that security staff could not install 
adequate protective equipment in the 
property. 

There are other novel experiences to 
becoming a new MP. “We had some 
sort of party induction, but it might 
as well have been named party indoc- 
trination, because we were all sat 
down and basically warned to do as we 


Andrew Percy, above, said "it was like 
they'd never had an election before" 


were told,” recalled one. Party alle- 
giance even affects office space. Offices 
are handed out by the "accommodation 
whip" — a figure in each party who can 
choose which colleagues to give bigger, 
lighter or more conveniently located 
offices. 

The process can takes weeks. One 
candidate standing for re-election 
remembered how "excruciating" they 
found it having to handwrite all their 
letters while waiting to get access to a 
printer. 

Another said the lack of phone signal 
inthe Palace of Westminster infuriated 
them, and they had to make many calls 
about constituents' casework on land- 
lines in their hotel room. 

Then there is the task of meeting the 
more than 600 MPs who will be their 
colleagues for up to five years. 

New MPs first task will be to elect the 
Commons Speaker. In the event of a 
Conservative loss at the general elect- 
ion, those remaining Tories in parlia- 
ment will also quickly have to choose 
who to back for the next party leader. 

“There will effectively be two popu- 
larity contests on day one for the 
newbies,” said one veteran standing for 
re-election. 

Sir Charles Walker, who stood down 
ahead of this election after 19 years as 
the Tory MP for Broxbourne, got a 
painful lesson in what it was like to 
suddenly be thrown together with his 
new colleagues. 

“The best advice I got was from Alan 
Duncan, the former minister, who sent 
me a note saying: ‘Make your friends 
in this place before you make your 
enemies)” Walker said. “Sadly, I didn't 
take it. I made quite a lot of enemies in 
my first week at the 1922 Committee [of 
Tory backbenchers]. 

"| chided my senior colleagues for 
having second jobs, which went down 
likealead balloon and resulted in some 
frank and expletive-filled conversa- 
tions in dark corridors." 

Walker added he had since changed 
his mind on second jobs, calling 

it ^a mistake made out of 
naivety early on”. 

New MPs may find 

themselves the sub- 

ject of Russian or 

Chinese hackers and 

spies, Walker added. 

“There are a lot of 

bad people out there 

who will take a very 

close interest in how 

you conduct yourself 

and any weakness you 

may display. It’s time to grow 

up,” he added. 

Adjusting to life as a high-profile poli- 
tician may take time, yet some candi- 
dates in safe seats who expect to be 
elected next Thursday say they have 
already formed opinions of their future 
colleagues. 

“Being in a WhatsApp group with all 
theother candidatesis a bit likebeing in 
Facebook groups in the run-up to 
Freshers’ Week at university,” said one 
Labour candidate. "We've been talking 
and getting to know each other for 
months. Meaning I already know who 
I'm going to get on with and, frankly, 
who I'm going to avoid." 
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How Starmer left Blair’s terror 


The Labour leader came to prominence after the terror attacks on the 
United States as one of Britains most successful human rights lawyers. But 
after switching roles to become director of public prosecutions he was also 
behind the conviction of jihadists involved in an airline bomb plot. In the 
second of a three-part series, Dominic Kennedy, Billy Kenber and 
Jonathan Ames reveal how Starmer challenged the government's 

terror laws before becoming a leading member of the Establishment 


The September 11 mass terrorist attacks 
by al-Qaeda on New York and Wash- 
ington in 2001 created a public emer- 
gency in Britain. 

The Labour government had backed 
itselfinto a corner because of its dedica- 
tion to human rights. It knew that dan- 
gerous jihadists were active in Britain, 
some uncomfortably close to Osama 
bin Ladens movement, but if they came 
from countries where they were at risk 
of ill-treatment it would be a breach of 
their rights to deport them. 

If evidence against terrorists came 
from confidential intelligence sources, 
suspects could not be prosecuted with- 
out endangering British spies and their 
informers. Yet detention without trial 
would also breach suspects’ human 
rights. 

As Labour home secretaries wrestled 
with how to protect the public from the 
growing jihadi threat, Keir Starmer, by 
then one of Britain’s leading human 
rights lawyers, became a regular fixture 
in the law courts seeking to persuade 
judges to free or relax restrictions on 
terrorist suspects. Starmer found holes 
in the Labour governments counter- 
terrorism legislation, causing head- 
aches for ministers. 

In February 2007, his Doughty Street 
chambers made a public statement not- 
ing Starmer’s third High Court victory 
in a row against the home secretary 
John Reid’s “control orders”, a form of 
house arrest that curtailed the move- 
ment and activities of terrorist suspects. 

Lawyers point out that Starmer was 
obliged to accept the cases under the 
“cab-rank” rule that barristers must 
accept briefs if they are asked and have 
space in their diaries. The rule pro- 
motes justice by ensuring that even the 
most disagreeable suspects are proper- 
ly represented. 

One former senior Whitehall figure 
quipped that if Starmer was in a cab 
rank, it was the one outside Finsbury 
Park Mosque. The north London 
mosque was notorious as a hotbed of 
terrorism under Abu Hamza al-Masri, 
the hook-handed jihadist preacher, 
until 2003 but was taken over by new 
management working with police. 
Starmer as director of public prosecu- 
tions (DPP) would eventually oversee 
the extradition of Hamza to America 
for supporting terrorism. 

A former government counter- 
extremism official said of those placed 
under the orders: “They were seriously 
dangerous people.” 

Starmer’s assault on Labour's anti- 
terrorism drive was established when 
he gave his services free of charge to a 
coalition of 14 organisations including 
Amnesty, Liberty, the anti-torture 
group Redress and the Law Society ina 
test case about torture in the mid- 
2000s. The United States was taking 
terrorist suspects to foreign countries 
for interrogation, a practice known as 
“extraordinary rendition”. There were 
concerns that some captives were being 
tortured. What should Britain do if the 
US passed on information gained in 
such a way? 

Charles Clarke, when he was home 
secretary, gave an assurance that it was 
not his intention when seeking to 
impose control orders to present courts 


with evidence he believed to have been 
obtained by torture. Campaigners and 
lawyers regarded that as just a short- 
term policy rather than a legally bind- 
ing ban. The coalition represented by 
Starmer intervened in the case on 
principle, asking judges to tie the hands 
of Clarke and his successors. 

Starmer won the case in the House of 
Lords, then the highest court in the 
land, which decided that torture evi- 
dence was inadmissible in British 
courts. The decision was based on 500 
years of English common law and the 
law lords relished the chance to flourish 
their historical learning. 

The court of Star Chamber, 15th-cen- 
tury jurists, Voltaire, the 1628 assassina- 
tion of the Duke of Buckingham, the 
rack, General Pinochet, Guy Fawkes, 
the Tower of London, the Gestapo, 
Tennyson and Senator John McCain 
were all invoked in their written deci- 
sion in 2005. A triumphant Starmer 
hailed it as “the leading judgment in the 
world on torture”. The Guardian ran 
the headline “Torture ruling leaves 
terror policy in chaos” since the gov- 
ernment would now have to show that 
evidence used in cases where foreign 
terror suspects were being held had not 
been obtained under torture. 

When Britain joined the American- 
led invasion of Iraq and removed the 
dictator Saddam Hussain, Starmer 


' The terrorism 
) legislation was 
regarded by lawyers 
as muddled and 
open to challenge 


acted for Britons suspected of trying to 
join the jihad against coalition forces. 
The future Labour leader dealt a series 
of blows to Reid, who took over from 
Clarke in May 2006. Starmer’s trio of 
successive victories — all instructed 
under the cab-rank rule — began when 
he challenged the first control order 
imposed on a Briton: a Kuwait-born 
student from Sheffield who kept trying 
to board planes to the Middle East with 
items such as a knuckle duster and a 
lock knife in his luggage. MI5 feared he 
was going to fight against coalition sol- 
diers in Iraq. Starmer persuaded a High 
Court judge to declare that the secrecy 
of the system, which denied suspects 
accessto evidence against them, was in- 
compatible with the right to a fair hear- 
ingunderthe European Convention on 
Human Rights (ECHR). 

Sixasylum seekers, suspected by MI5 
of supporting jihad in Iraq, were placed 
under control orders imposing 18-hour 
curfews and forbidding unauthorised 
social contact. Starmer successfully 
challenged the restrictions as too strict 
under the convention right to liberty. 
Thecampaign group Liberty hailedthis 
as an example of freedoms being pro- 
tected by the Human Rights Act 
(HRA), which incorporates the ECHR 
into British law. 

MI5 assessed that a London-based 
suspect, known as E, was an accomplice 
to the bloody prelude to September 11 
—the assassination ofthe Afghan anti- 


Taliban leader Ahmad Shah Massoud, 
on the orders of Bin Laden. One of the 
killers had been harboured in London 
by E, a trial in Belgium was told. 

Starmer successfully argued in the 
High Court that Reid should have re- 
viewed the possibility of putting E on 
trial in Britain once the Home Office 
received documents from the Belgian 
courts. The judge quashed the control 
order because the home secretary had 
failed to consider the alternative route 
of prosecuting the suspect. 

Starmer’s Doughty Street chambers 
issued a statement about Starmer's hat- 
trick: “The secretary of state has failed 
to have the control orders made by him 
confirmed in each of the three cases 
that have gone to the High Court so far. 

“The failure of the secretary of state 
to consider properly and fully whether 
E could be prosecuted for criminal of- 
fences, rather than being made subject 
to a control order, is a major constitu- 
tional issue identified by Keir Starmer.” 

Labours terrorism legislation was 
regarded by lawyers as being muddled 
and open to challenge. Control orders 
were eventually replaced by David 
Camerons Conservative-led govern- 
ment with Terrorism Prevention and 
Investigative Measures, known as 
TPIMs, which imposed fewer controls 
but greater surveillance. 

In February this year Starmer office 
claimed credit for the Labour leader 
having overseen "the deportation of 
countless terrorists" when he was DPP 
from 2008 to 2013. 

Before that era, terrorism suspects 
facing deportation were among his 
clients. A suspect known as Y, exposed 
by The Times as a close associate of 
Abu Hamza, ran the bookshop at Fins- 
bury Park Mosque and made copies of 
recipes for explosives and toxins. 

Y was cleared at the Old Bailey of an 
alleged al-Qaeda "ricin plot" to poison 
the public but was ordered to be deport- 
ed as a danger to British security. In his 
native Algeria, he was under a death 
sentence for organising an armed 
group. 

Starmer, operating under the cab- 
rank rule, successfully argued at the 
Court of Appeal that the deportation 
should be reconsidered to ensure Y was 
eligible for an amnesty under a peace 
process to end Algerias civil war. Oth- 
erwise a return to his home country 
might breach his human rights. 

One of Starmers early terrorism 
cases was representing the al-Qaeda 
terrorist Khalid al-Fawwaz, who was 
fighting his extradition from Britain to 
the US in 2000 for conspiring with bin 
Laden to bomb American embassies. 
Starmer also represented Fawwaz 
under the cab-rank rule. In a reflection 
of how long it took to send suspects to 
the USandthe dramatic turnaround in 
Starmers own circumstances, when 
Fawwaz was finally extradited in 2012, 
Starmer was the DPP on his case. 

Starmer crossed paths with the solic- 
itor Phil Shiner, who was later struck off 
in disgrace for pursuing false claims of 
torture and murder against British sol- 
diers. There have never been any accu- 
sations of wrongdoing against Starmer. 

Starmer was instructed by Shiner's 
Public Interest Lawyers to seek the 
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freedom of Hilal al-Jedda, an Iraqi liv- 
ing in Britain who returned to his 
homeland and wasinterned by the Brit- 
ish on suspicion of plotting atrocities 
against coalition fighters. In another 
case where Shiner was the solicitor, 
Starmer was listed as part of a legal 
team for the Peace Tax Seven, consci- 
entious objectors seeking to prevent 
their taxes being used to fund the mili- 
tary. Both cases were accepted on the 
cab-rank principle. 

At times the Conservatives have 
sought to attack Starmer for his legal 
work defending terrorists and serious 
criminals, provoking a fierce riposte 
from the legal community. 

Hannah Quirk, general editor of The 
Criminal Law Review, said: “He was 
doinghisjob as an advocate and it's very 
dangerous ifthat becomes personalised 
and youre associating the work of bar- 
risters with their clients. People won't 
be able to get legal representation if 
barristers are afraid of being associated 
with their clients." 

Starmer has called attention to his 
work as a lawyer. In a political inter- 
view, he highlighted his role in the con- 
viction of the airline liquid bomb plot- 
ters when he was DPP. The Labour 
leader told The Sun that he “prosecut- 
ed,intheend, hundreds ofthousands of 
criminals many of whom are still in jail 
for some of the biggest terrorist plots. 
We had one plot ... to bring down seven 
aeroplanes across the Atlantic at the 


same time and working with my prose- 
cutors and the police we managed 
successfully to prosecute that case. 
They got 40 years and they're still serv- 
ing their terms." 

When the liquid bomb plotters went 
on trial at Woolwich crown court, 
Starmer was still a human rights 
defence lawyer. He became DPP after a 
first trial resulted in mixed verdicts 
with three men found guilty of conspir- 
acy to murder but none oftargeting air- 
craft. As DPP, Starmer was instrumen- 
tal in two retrials which resulted in 
guilty verdicts including for targeting 
aircraft. Starmer’s decision to put three 
of the suspects on trial for a third time 
after juries were unable to reach ver- 
dicts was highly unusual and possibly 
unprecedented, but resulted in the trio 
being convicted and jailed for a mini- 
mum of 20 years. 

As the original terrorism jury had 
been learning about the plan to down 
transatlantic flights, Starmer had been 
acrossthe capital on his feet in the High 
Court, in a cab-rank case, fighting for 
the freedom of a high-priority terrorist 
suspect known as AH, an Iraqi. 

AH had transported Muktar Said 
Ibrahim, who would become ringleader 
of the failed July 21 London suicide 
bomb gang, for a flight to Pakistan for 
what British intelligence assessed was a 
terrorism-related purpose. Only the 
failure ofthe bombs to detonate on July 
21,2005 saved Londoners from a repeat 
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of the carnage from two weeks earlier 
when 52 innocents were killed on the 
transport system. Ibrahim tried to blow 
himself up on a bus in Hackney. 

Reid, as home secretary, banished 
AH into internal exile with a control 
order forcing him to stay in Norwich 
with a 14-hour curfew. Starmer repre- 
sented AH as he fought against his con- 
trol order on human rights grounds, in- 
cluding Article 3 which guarantees 
freedom from torture and inhuman or 
degrading treatment. Mr Justice Mit- 
ting disagreed, saying: "On the facts, it 
isnotremotely arguablethat Article3 is 
engaged or breached". The judge up- 
held the Home Office restrictions. 

The kind of terrorism cases Starmer 
fought led to a political backlash about 
human rights. Tony Blair said that 
should legal objections arise to the 
deportation of terrorist suspects, La- 
bour would rewrite the Human Rights 
Actif necessary. Reid threatened a state 
of emergency to suspend parts of the 
European Convention on Human 
Rights. David Cameron, as the Con- 
servative opposition leader, pledged to 
reform or scrap the HRA for standing 
inthe way of Britain deporting suspect- 
ed terrorists. Some Tories have been 
trying to find ways to overhaul human 
rights laws ever since. 

This record of defending terrorists 
against the government's counterter- 
rorism protections is criticised by Nick 
Timothy, former chief of staff at Down- 
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Keir Starmer in Northern Ireland, left, where he was an 
adviser to the policing board. He represented the 

al-Qaeda terrorist Khalid al-Fawwaz, above, and a suspect 
linked to a failed repeat of the July 2005 attacks in London 


What is the cab-rank rule? 


If the Hippocratic oath 
is the scripture for 
doctors, then the 
cab-rank rule is the 
equivalent for barristers 
(Jonathan Ames 
writes). 

In principle the rule is 
simple. As John 
Mortimer’s Rumpole of 
the Bailey said, a 
barrister “is a taxi plying 
for hire ... that is the fine 
tradition of our trade”. 
Like cabs ona rank, 
barristers must take the 
first punter that comes 
along. 

There are 
exemptions, but matters 
are complicated by the 
three rules in the 
governing handbook 
that deal with taking 
instructions, two of 
which fall under the 
badge “cab rank”. 
However, officials at the 
Bar Standards Board, 
the regulator that 
oversees the handbook, 
say the third rule is the 
most important: the 


requirement not to 
discriminate. 

This dictates that 
barristers must not 
reject instructions if 
they feel that the case 
or client is 
“objectionable” to the 
lawyer “or to any 
section of the public". 
Likewise, barristers 
cannot turn down work 
just because the client’s 
“conduct, opinions or 
beliefs ... are 
unacceptable to you or 
to any section of the 
public”. 

And barristers cannot 
reject a client simply 
because of “the source 
of any financial 
support” — which is 
meant to prevent 
lawyers from turning 
down cases funded by 
the lower fees of legal 
aid. 

While that rule 
appears 
straightforward, the 
actual cab-rank 
provisions muddy the 


waters by providing a 
list of exemptions. 

Barristers can reject a 
case if they determine 
that a case does not fall 
within their expertise or 
if they can reasonably 
argue they do not have 
the time, or would have 
to travel too far to the 
court where the case 
would be heard. Cases 
can also be rejected on 
the basis that a “proper 
fee” has not been 
offered. 

King’s counsel can 
also turn down work if 
the client is not 
prepared to pay for a 


junior barrister to assist. 


Cases involving foreign 
clients and foreign law 
are exempt. 

The rule is said to 
date from the 17th 
century. Officials at the 
regulator said that no 
barrister has been 
disciplined or even 
prosecuted for 
breaching the rule in 
recent memory. 


ing Street and now a Conservative par- 
liamentary candidate. Timothy said of 
Starmer: “The point is that extremists 
sought him out because ... If you work 
in ... specialised human rights and de- 
fending terrorists and nutjobs then ter- 
rorists and nutjobs want your help. It’s 
not that he chose the terrorists or the 
extremists, its that the extremists 
chose him and why would they do that? 
It's not like they sought out Michael 
Howard [the former Conservative 
leader and also a barrister]" 

Gavin Millar, KC, who worked in 
Starmer’s chambers at 1 Dr Johnson's 
Buildings and Doughty Street, ex- 
plained how the Labour leader came to 
specialise in terrorism cases through 
learning from senior expert colleagues. 

"At that stage theres a very small 
human rights, civil liberties Bar. There 
are certain solicitors and certain barris- 
ters' chambers that, for historical rea- 
sons, tend to get all the defence work in 
terrorist cases and that goes back to the 
solicitors and barristers who were de- 
fending Provisional IRA members in 
the Seventies and Eighties. Theres a 
new war on terror, there are different 


terrorists involved but those people re- 
He was of the 
view that you 


work to improve 


the system 

from the inside 

main the same because they're the 
people who specialise in it. It's quite dif- 
ficult to break out of that given the cab- 
rank rule because you keep being 
offered the work and you can't refuse it, 
but the idea that Keir one day said Tm 
going to go out and pitch for terrorism 
work to make a living out of it because 
I believe in terrorism' is just absurd." 
Dominic Grieve, KC, the former attor- 
ney-general, said: "Barristers do not 
have a choice. If work is offered to them 
which they are free to do, particularly 
criminal work within their area of com- 
petence in which they generally prac- 
tise, they’re under an obligation to do it. 
It doesn't matter who your client is.” 

Overseas, the international Islamic 
extremist group Hizb ut-Tahrir said 
Starmer led its legal team as it fought on 
human rights grounds against a ban by 
the German government. Starmer 
helped to write Hizb ut-Tahrir’s appli- 
cation to the European Court of 
Human Rights but did not represent 
the group in a courtroom. The Bar Stan- 
dards Handbook forbids barristers from 
withholding services on the grounds 
that a potential client’s conduct, opin- 
ions or beliefs are unacceptable. 

In 2003 Starmer became a human 
rights adviser to the recently estab- 
lished Northern Ireland Policing 
Board, part of peace process reforms 
aimed at restoring confidence. 

Starmer’s work on the death penalty 
had shown him how a strategic ap- 
proach could lead to change. “That sort 
of drove me on to then ask myself, well 
could you bring about more change if 
you worked within an institution rather 
than some litigating? And that’s when I 
went to Northern Ireland,” he said. 

Starmer’s role required him to moni- 
tor police compliance with the HRA 
andto assess whether actions were pro- 
portionate and if there was discrimina- 
tion against one side or the other. 
Impartiality, politically and operation- 
ally, was key. 

Starmer looked into sensitive areas 
such as the use of informers by the 
Police Service of Northern Ireland 
(PSNI) and allegations that there had 
been collusion between its predecessor, 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary, and loy- 


alist terrorists. Hugh Orde, the chief 
constable, gave Starmer and another 
human rights adviser, the lawyer Jane 
Gordon, full access, allowing them to go 
where they wanted as long as they 
never tried to interfere. “It would not be 
unusual to see Keir or Jane or both sit- 
ting in my ... control room during a full- 
blown public disorder event,’ Orde 
said. Starmer and Gordon were able to 
hear everything, meaning they “under- 
stood the thought processes senior offi- 
cers were having to go through in split 
seconds”. 

Asked whether he believed it influ- 
enced Starmer’s views, Orde said: 
“Once [people] get inside the tent and 
see the complexity of the world in 
which frontline cops operate, I do think 
they get amore balanced view. And I do 
think sometimes people become quite 
sympathetic to the challenges police of- 
ficers face. [It] made him understand 
why sometimes things go wrong.” 

Starmer’s lengthy reports shed light 
on his approach to decision-making. 
“My sense is he gathers all the facts and 
has a long, hard look at them, challen- 
ges them and then comes up with a 
view,” Orde said. “It’s a classic legal ap- 
proach to the issue. You analyse the 
problem, you break it down into a series 
of parts, you work out what the solution 
is and then you report.” 

Starmer became head of Doughty 
Street chambers in 2007 but was ready 
to plunge deep into the establishment 
by applying to be DPP. Millar said: “It 
was not an obvious or terribly attractive 
thing for somebody in his position to do 
because he was on the other side of the 
fence and he was ina set of chambers in 
Doughty Street where they didn't pros- 
ecute at all. He wasn't being fulfilled by 
the work he was doing at the Bar. He 
wanted to do something in or connect- 
ed with government and he didn't want 
to do it at the bottom, he wanted to do 
it at the top so he applied to be DPP, 
which I think was quite telling. 

“T wouldn't say he got flak for it from 
the civil liberties Bar, because most 
people took the view that you're better 
inside the system than out of it. If you 
want to protect human rights, civil 
liberties and ensure the rule of law 
you're better in than out. That dreary 
old leftist position that you stay outside 
and throw brickbats is just hopeless. He 
was very much of that view: you get in- 
volved, you get in the system and you 
work to improve it from inside" 

A Labour spokesman said: "Keir's 
career has been defined by a deep and 
abiding commitment to public service. 
The cab-rank rule means that lawyers 
cannot choose who they work for — 
justas a doctor cannot choose who they 
treat nor a firefighter choose which 
fires they attend. Of course Keir has 
represented people whose views he dis- 
agrees with — our legal system would 
collapse if lawyers got to pick and 
choose cases. He then worked with the 
Police Service of Northern Ireland to 
ensure that it was an organisation that 
served the interests of all communities. 

“And as our country’s chief prosecu- 
tor, Keir protected Britains national 
security by locking up 150 terrorists, in- 
cluding the first conviction of an al- 
Qaeda ringleader and the ‘liquid bomb 
plotters' who tried to carry out a British 
9/11. Keir's decision to order an unprec- 
edented second retrial of the liquid 
bomb plotters ensured that dangerous 
terrorists were put behind bars and the 
British public kept safe. 

"Keir's beliefin public service is at the 
heart of his mission to change the coun- 
try after 14 years of Tory chaos.” 


TOMORROW 
The changes behind Starmer's reign 
as director of public prosecutions 
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2% of Britons 
want a public 
inquiry into 
sewage spills 


= Clean it up 


CAMPAIGN OF THE YEAR 


Adam Vaughan Environment Editor 


Four fifths of Britons back the next gov- 
ernment launching a public inquiry in- 
to the scandal of raw sewage dumping. 

Wet weather helped to drive a record 
number of discharges into rivers and 
seas last year, with the duration doub- 
ling to 3.6 million hours. Recent poll- 
ing has shown that a majority of people 
think Britain's seas are now too dirty to 
swim in. 

A YouGov poll of 2,000 adults found 
that 82 per cent supported an inde- 
pendent inquiry into sewage spills. 
Only 7 per cent opposed it, with 11 per 
cent undecided. 

The research suggests that Labour 
and the Liberal Democrats have been 
right to prioritise the subject in their 
election campaigning. Support for a 
public inquiry rises to 92 per cent 
among Labour voters and 88 per cent 
among people who voted Lib Dem in 
2019. 

Despite all the major parties promis- 
ing to tackle water pollution, the poll 
suggests a lack of faith in politicians to 
solve the problem. Only 7 per cent said 
they would trust “any or most" politi- 
cians to deal with the matter, compared 
with 59 per cent who would not. The re- 
mainder either would trust some politi- 
cians and not others, or did not know. 

“Our new polling data reveals just 
how deep the scars of the sewage scan- 
dal run, with a staggering lack of public 
trust in politicians to tackle the issue of 
sewage pollution," said Giles Bristow, 
chief executive of Surfers Against Sew- 
age, which commissioned the survey. 

"This should be a clear sign to each 


and every party that their commit- 
ments to improve the health of our riv- 
ers, lakes and seas are not bold enough.” 

The charity has been touring the UK 
in a double-decker bus, travelling to 
destinations including Saltburn, Wind- 
ermere, Hastings and Plymouth in an 
attempt to ensure that water pollution 
remains a prominent issue. 

The polling ranked environment and 
climate change as the fifth most impor- 
tant issue for voters, behind the cost of 
living, health, the economy and immi- 
gration, but ahead of tax, housing and 
Britain’s relationship with the EU. The 
Times’ Clean it Up campaign has called 
for stronger regulation to improve 
water quality. 

Conservationists have claimed that 
dozens of seats could be decided by 
voters who care about the natural 
world. Analysis by the Wildlife Trusts 
found 28 constituencies where there is 
a “nature majority”. To define a “nature 
majority” they took the predicted vote 
majority — based on Electoral Calcu- 
Iuss poll of polls — then subtracted the 
number of Wildlife Trust members in 
each constituency. 

In Suffolk Coastal, won at the last 
election by Thérése Coffey, the former 
environment secretary, and previously 
a safe Tory seat, the charity calculated 
a nature majority of 3,695. In Exmouth 
& Exeter East, where David Reed is the 
Conservative candidate, the majority 
was 3,077. The assumption that other 
parties could benefit in such seats is 
based on the charity previously find- 
ing that 84 per cent of Tory voters were 
dissatisfied with the party’s handling of 
nature issues. 

“We are putting politicians on notice 
that votes for nature could change the 
outcome of many key seats this elec- 
tion,” Craig Bennett, chief executive of 
the Wildlife Trusts, said. 
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Fast food An Atlantic puffin with a beak full of sand eels heads to feed its chicks on Skomer Island in Pembrokeshire 


Traveller arrested in plane wi-fi scam 


Mark Sellman 
Technology Correspondent 


Airline passengers have been warned 
about signing up to wi-fi after a man 
was arrested for setting up a fake inter- 
net connection on a plane to allegedly 
steal personal data. 

Michael Clapsis, 42, has been ac- 
cused of creating an "evil twin" wi-fi 
network on a flight to lure passengers 
into signing up with sensitive login 
details. He was arrested by the Austra- 
lian police after an airline employee on 
the domestic flight became suspicious. 


The Australian Federal Police 
alleged that Clapsis “used a portable 
wireless access device to create ‘evil 
twin’ free wi-fi networks. When people 
tried to connect their devices to the free 
wi-fi networks, they were taken to a 
fake webpage requiring them to sign in 
using their email or social media logins. 
Those details were then allegedly saved 
to the man’s devices.” 

The police said Clapsis could have 
used the email and password details to 
access online communications, stored 
images and videos or bank details. They 
say they found data used at airports in 


Perth, Melbourne and Adelaide, on 
domestic flights and at locations linked 
to his previous employment. 

Officers seized a portable wireless 
access device, a laptop and a mobile 
phone from his hand luggage when he 
was arrested at Perth airport in April. 
He appeared in a Perth court on Friday 
to face nine charges and was bailed. 

Last year the FBI warned people 
against using free charging stations in 
airports, hotels or shopping centres as 
criminals were using public USB ports 
to introduce malware and monitoring 
software on to devices. 
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Couple become overnight billionaires 


A mathematician and 
his wife from Suffolk 
have sold their data 
firm to a US company, 
Helen Cahill writes 


Mark O'Hare has become Britains 
newest billionaire after selling his data 
company Pregin to the American 
investment powerhouse BlackRock for 
£2.55 billion. 

O'Hare, 65, will share a cash payout 
of about £2.04 billion with his wife, 
Lindy, also 65, as the Cambridge- 
educated mathematician sells the data 
business he started more than two 
decades ago. 

The O'Hares own just under 80 per 
cent of Pregin through Valhalla Ven- 
tures, their family holding company, 
andtherestis owned by employees and 
managers at the company. Preqins staff 
will share in a pot of about £510 million 
generated from the sale. 

The O'Hares are on course to be- 
come one of the richest couples in the 
country, ranking only a few spots be- 
hind Sir Richard Branson on The Sun- 
day Times Rich List, which estimated 
the Virgin entrepreneurs wealth this 
year at £2.4 billion. 

Mark O'Hare, who grew up in Glas- 
gow, earned a first-class degree in 
mathematics at the University of Cam- 
bridge before going on to study finance 
at the London Business School. He 
founded Preqin with Nick Arnott, his 
business partner, in 2003 to collect 
data on the activities of private equity 
firms. Later it expanded to providing 
data on hedge funds, venture capital 
funds, debt and infrastructure invest- 
ments. 

Today Preqin provides 
data to thousands of 
fund managers, banks 
and venture capital firms 
looking to invest in 
assets that do not At 
have shares or bonds ; 
listed on inter- 
national stock ex- 
changes. 

The company, 
which employs 
more than 1,500 
people, has cap- 
italised on the 
boom in so-called — 
private markets, 
which are becoming 
an increasingly im- 


Ben Ellery Crime Editor 
Duncan Gardham 


The Islamist preacher Anjem Chouda- 
ry has compared himself to the former 
England footaballer Kevin Keegan as 
he denied leading a terrorist group. 

Choudary, 57, claimed that he was 
suffering from "the Kevin Keegan 
effect" and would for ever be associated 
with one entity: in his case a banned 
terrorist organisation. 

The preacher from Ilford, east 
London, said people still associated 
Keegan with playing for Liverpool, de- 
spite him having a successful career 
with other clubs, and having managed 
England. 

Choudary is accused of directing the 
terrorist group al-Muhajiroun (ALM) 
and delivering online lectures to its off- 
shoot the New York-based Islamic 
Thinkers Society, which prosecutors 
say was "the same" as ALM. Lectures 


'Tm the Kevin Keegan of terror’ 


wererecorded by undercover officers in 
2022 and 2023. 

ALM has been banned in the UK 
since 2010, though it is said to have con- 
tinued to exist under various names. 

Choudary told Woolwich crown 
court that he was involved with ALM 
until 2004, after which the group was 
disbanded when its founder, Omar 


Anjem Choudary 
denies leading a 
terrorist group 


Bakri Muhammad, had ashift in ideolo- 
gy. Asked by his defence barrister Paul 
Hynes KC if his role in the group was 
what he was most famous for, Chouda- 
ry replied: “Yes, it was the Kevin Keegan 
effect, I’ve never moved on from him 
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portant part of the global 
financial system. Profes- 
sionals seeking to under- 
stand private markets rely 
on data from the likes of 
Preqin and others. 

The O'Hares live on a 
farm in Suffolk and are 
domiciled in the UK 
for tax purposes. 

They are supporters 

of the performing arts 
and Lindy O'Hare, 
who is from South 
Africa and holds 
an Irish passport, 
created an outdoor 
theatre at the farm 
during the  pan- 
demic. The Thoring- 
ton Theatre is a 350- 
seat venue designed 
and built by a small 
team of carpenters. 
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Mark and Li idy O'Hare created a 350-seat outdoor theatre at their Suffolk farm d 
of the performing arts and their philanthropy focuses on education and sustainability, with projects in the UK and Africa 


The couple set up Valhalla Ventures 
to manage their investments in fast- 
growing data companies and their phil- 
anthropic activities. 

The vehicle also holds interests in 
Avvoka, a company creating legal 
documents automatically, and Net 
Zero Insights, a data provider tracking 
the green economy. 

The couples philanthropy focuses on 
education, sustainability and the per- 
forming arts, providing support for pro- 
grammes in Britain and Africa. 

Mark O'Hare said: "BlackRock is 
known for excellence in both invest- 
ment management and financial tech- 
nology and together we can accelerate 
our efforts to deliver better private 
markets data and analytics to all of our 
clients." 

Preqin has been increasing its rev- 
enues by about 20 per cent every year 
for the past three years and is on course 
to generate $240 million in 2024. 
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ing the pandemic. They are supporters 


Mark O'Hare will join BlackRock as 
a vice-chairman when the takeover is 
finalised later in the year. 

BlackRock said that total spending 
on data from Pregin and its competitors 
would increase from $4 billion to 
$11 billion by 2030 and that the value of 
assets in private markets would reach 
almost $40 trillion over the same 
period. 

“BlackRock’s vision has always been 
to bring together investments, tech- 
nology and data to offer solutions that 
meet our clients’ needs across their 
whole portfolio,’ Rob Goldstein, the 
chief operating officer at BlackRock, 
said. 

“Every acquisition has been an 
opportunity to strengthen our 
capabilities for clients. In fact we have 
been a client of Preqin for many 
years and we look forward to welcom- 
ing the talented Preqin team to Black- 
Rock.” 


playing for Liverpool. If you ask people 
about Kevin Keegan, people say he 
plays football for Liverpool. They look 
at me as al-Muhajiroun.” 

Hynes asked if ALM continued to ex- 
ist on a “semi-secret basis” and Chou- 
dary said: “Not at all. It was to promote 
Islam in the public arena and event- 
ually when you have enough support, 
that is when you take the power.” 

Hynes asked if ALM was the “polit- 
ical wing” of a “secret more subversive 
and violent” group. “No it never had 
that,” Choudary replied. “It was always 
intellectual, political, theological.” 

Choudary was convicted of support- 
ing Islamic State in 2016 and sentenced 
to five anda half years injail. In one lec- 
ture he boasted of being the “No 1 radi- 
caliser” while in prison. He denies dir- 
ecting a terrorist group, membership of 
a proscribed organisation and address- 
ing meetings over the internet from his 
home. The trial continues. 


Will Humphries 
Southwest Correspondent 


An alternative healer killed a diabetic 
grandmother at a “slap therapy” work- 
shop after refusing to seek help because 
of an “unshakeable” belief that western 
medicine was evil, a court heard. 
Hongchi Xiao, 61, allegedly congrat- 
ulated Danielle Carr-Gomm, 71, when 
she stopped taking insulin at his four- 
day retreat involving paida lajin, a Chi- 
nese therapy that includes slapping 
participants to release supposed toxins. 
Carr-Gomm, who suffered from type 
1 diabetes, fell gravely ill with diabetic 
ketoacidosis at Cleeve House country 
hotel in Seend, Wiltshire. She was 
heard “howling in pain" from the condi- 
tion, caused by a lack of insulin, before 
dying on the fourth day of the retreat in 


Slapping therapist on trial 
over death of diabetic 


October 2016. Xiao, who denies man- 
slaughter, is accused of ignoring medi- 
cal evidence that diabetics need insulin 
and having “evangelised” his therapy. 
Duncan Atkinson KC, for the pros- 
ecution, said he had refused to call for 
urgent medical help and led course par- 
ticipants to believe that Carr-Gomms 
condition was a “healing crisis”. 
Winchester crown court heard that 
Xiao had been convicted of manslaugh- 
ter in Australia after a boy of six with 
type | diabetes stopped taking insulin 
and died during a workshop about 17 
months before Carr-Gomms death. 
Despite having no medical qualifica- 
tions or training, Xiao, from Cloud- 
break, California, claimed that his ther- 
apy could lead to full recovery in 90 per 
cent of cases, including people with dia- 
betes. The three-week trial continues. 
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Head sacked for tapping son's 
hand wins £100,000 payout 


Jonathan Ames Legal Editor 


An academy trust must pay a primary 
school head teacher more than 
£100,000 after it unfairly sacked her for 
tapping her own child's hand with her 
fingers. 

Shelly-Ann Malabver-Goulbourne 
faced accusations of assault after she 
attempted to stop her three-year-old 
from playing with a bottle of hand sani- 
tiser in her office. An employment tri- 
bunal was told that she had been rep- 
orted to the school authorities after a 
staff member in charge of child safety 
saw her tapping the child with two fin- 
gers to attract his attention. 

Malabver-Goulbourne, 46, was sus- 
pended from her role at Northwold Pri- 
mary School in Hackney, east London 
and a police investigation was opened. 

Despite officers ruling that the 
mothers actions were "reasonable 
chastisement" by a parent, however, 
bosses at the Arbor Academy Trust 


sacked her for gross misconduct. She 
sued the trust for unfair dismissal in a 
claim that was backed by a tribunal 
judge in March after ruling that there 
was no evidence that she had commit- 
ted an assault. The tribunal has award- 
ed her £102,300 in compensation. 

The tribunal was told that Malabver- 
Goulbourne had been a teacher for 
"many years”, having joined the trust in 
2005, and had been employed as head 
since 2017. The incident with her child 
took place in 2022, when she was work- 
ing late in her office after a meeting 
with Samantha Bhagwandas, the 
teacher responsible for safeguarding. 

Her ll-year-old daughter and her 
three-year-old son, both of whom were 
pupils at the school, were in her office at 
the time. Her son, referred to as J, was 
said to have picked up a bottle of hand 
sanitiser from a table and his sister told 
their mother that he had squirted some 
of the liquid on to the floor. 

Malabver-Goulbourne took the bot- 


tle from her son's hand, and, the tribu- 
nal said in its ruling, it was likely that 
"she then bent down to his level to 
speak to him about why he should not 
be playing with hand sanitiser”. 

Judge Julia Jones added: "When she 
did so he turned his face away from her 
and shetapped him with two fingers on 
the back of his hand to get his attention, 
so that he would look at her to hear 
what she was saying.” 

Bhagwandas told her that she should 
not have hurt her son and that she 
should have spoken to him instead. She 
completed a “cause for concern” form 
to report a “safeguarding incident” in 
which she said she had witnessed the 
head teacher “smack J on the hand”. 

Trust officials sacked Malabver- 
Goulbourne for having “assaulted a 
pupil/child whilst in a position of trust 
and on school premises”. The judge 
noted that the school’s code of conduct 
did not prohibit physical contact 
between pupils and teachers. 
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On the money The Royal Mint had Team GB diver Andrea Spendolini-Sirieix strike 
one of the first coins to celebrate the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games 
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No evidence of crime in case 
of missing Tenerife teenager 


David Brown, Gerard Couzens 


No criminal activity has been linked 
with the disappearance of the missing 
British teenager Jay Slater, officials in 
Tenerife have said. 

Police on the island insisted that the 
investigation remained open despite 
searches being called off on Sunday, 
almost a fortnight after he dis- 
appeared. 


Slater, 19, from Oswaldtwistle, 9 


Lancashire, vanished after leaving 
the New Generation Rave music 
festival with two British men on 
June 17. 

The case is being overseen by 
the investigating judge Maria 
Goya, it emerged yesterday. A 
judicial source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity as is 
normal in Spain, said: “There is 
no evidence of criminality at this 
stage in this case. That’s not to 


say things won't change, because the 
case remains open and investigations 
are ongoing. But right now that’s the 
situation.” 

Slater’s family have been dismayed 
by the police decision to halt searches of 
the remote Parque Rural de Teno, 

where his mobile telephone was last 

used to call friends before appar- 
ently running out of power. 
Cipriano Martin, chief of 
2 the Civil Guard’s mountain 
rescue group, insisted that the 
. investigation remains open. 
Ed He told Televisión Cana- 
| > ria that searches failed to 
li find any trace of Slater in 
X the area where his tele- 
phone was last used but 
ko acknowledged that it did 
not include "inaccessible 
areas" that are considered 


E: 1 Jay Slater vanished on June 17 


too difficult for the teenager to reach in 
his training shoes. 

Slater’s family, who have vowed to 
continue the search for him, were due 
to meet the police yesterday. 

Slater’s mother, Debbie Duncan, 55, 
has been given permission to use 
£5,000 from a fund which has raised 
£47,000 to search for the trainee brick- 
layer. She has said that the money will 
be used to support mountain rescue 
teams, and to cover her own accommo- 
dation and food costs. 

Rachel Hargreaves, a close family 
friend whose son, Brad, was on holiday 
with Slater, said: “Nothing has changed. 
We will continue to search for him.” 

The family was disappointed that a 
“massive” search promoted by Spanish 
police on Saturday was reported to 
have resulted in only half a dozen 
volunteers exploring the remote, 
rugged mountainous area where Slater 
was last contacted. 
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McKellen exits from play's 
tour after fall from stage 


David Sanderson Arts Correspondent 


Sir Ian McKellen has with the "greatest 
reluctance" pulled out of a nationwide 
tour of Player Kings two weeks after 
falling off stage and injuring himself. 

The 85-year-old actor said he had 
accepted medical advice that he needed 
rest in order to “protect my full recov- 
ery” after the incident last month in the 
West End of London. 

McKellen had been performing as 
Falstaff in an adaptation of Shake- 
speare’s Henry IV (Parts One and Two) 
when he fell off the stage at the Noél 
Coward Theatre. Witnesses said he 
appeared to lose his balance and fall 
head-first into the audience. He was 
taken to hospital but released after 
being assured he would “make a speedy 
and full recovery”. 

The producers of the acclaimed 
adaptation had hoped he would return 
for the London run of the production 
and a nationwide tour. McKellen said 
yesterday, however, that he would not 


be able to make the tour, which begins 
in Bristol tomorrow. 

He said in a statement: “Two weeks 
after my accident onstage, my injuries 
improve day by day. It’s with the great- 
est reluctance that I have accepted the 
medical advice to protect my full recov- 
ery by not working in the meantime. 

“I had been so looking forward to 
bringing Player Kings to theatregoers in 
Bristol, Birmingham, Norwich and 
Newcastle. But I can assure them that, 
with David Semark now playing Fal- 
staff, Robert Icke's production and his 
acting company remain as dazzling as 
ever. Go see for yourself 

Semark was originally playing Sir 
Richard Vernon before taking over 
from McKellen as Falstaff. 

McKellen will appear on the big 
screen this September with the release 
ofthethriller The Critic, which also fea- 
tures Gemma Arterton, Mark Strong 
and Lesley Manville. It revolves around 
his character, Jimmy Erskine “the most 
feared theatre critic in 1930s London". 
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Double fault 
as AI fails to 
impress again 


Tom Witherow, Poppy Koronka 


Wimbledon has already ditched AI 
"commentators" after they were crit- 
icised as "emotionless robots" who 
were "very stiff”. Now a brand new AI 
feature, designed to provide quick up- 
dates on players' progress through the 
championships, has come under fire for 
errors and American spellings. 

The Catch Me Up service, part of the 
official Wimbledon mobile app, listed 
Emma Raducanu as the British No 1, 
when she is actually No 3 with the top 
spot held by Katie Boulter, and said she 
won ll matches this year, rather than 14. 

The app also said that 35-year-old 
Zhang Shuai, who is on a 20-match los- 
ingstreak, and Daria Katsakina, 27, who 
turned professional more than a dec- 
ade ago, were “up and coming”. 

Wimbledons technology partner 
IBM said the AI had been trained on 
Wimbledons editorial style but yester- 
day, the first day the app was 
updating on live tennis, the 
reports had spellings 
such as “personal- 
ized” and “capital- 
ized”. Ben Rothen- 
berg, a former 
New York Times 
tennis writer, said 
it was "honestly 
offensive that the 
worlds richest 
tennistournament 
is outsourcing writ- 
ing jobs to shitty AI”. 

Catch Me Up was re- 
leased last month with 
aneventled by Anne Keoth- 
avong, who captains Britain's 
team in the Billie Jean King Cup and is 
a former British number one. The club 
has said that the AI was designed to 
supplement existing content and pro- 
vide wider coverage rather than replace 
human jobs and that the computer- 
generated content was overseen by 
human moderators. 

Wimbledon had already ditched AI 
commentary on highlights before this 


New balls please: a tennis fan wears 
a decorated hat for the opening day 


years tournament after a backlash 
from former tennis stars, including 
Annabel Croft, who called the “emo- 
tionless robots” an insult and said: “It’s 
a race against the robot for your job.” 

Meanwhile, the British tennis player 
Liam Broady backed calls for a new 
statue of Sir Andy Murray to be erected 
at Wimbledon alongside Fred Perry. 
“Andy really helped to put British ten- 
nis on the map,” he told TalkSport. 

Sally Bolton, the All England Club 
chief executive, suggested that a statue 
would be erected but discussions would 
not start until his retirement was con- 
firmed. “I think as we reflect on the 
shape of these grounds... we’ve got time 
to think about where any kind of phys- 
ical celebration of Andy’s career might 
be,” she said. "We'd want to work with 
Andy on that and he understandably is 
not ready to have those conversations. 
We will make sure we get this right 
because this is for all time.” Last month 

the three-time Wimbledon 
champion John McEnroe 
said Murray, the first 

British man to win 
Wimbledon in 77 

years in 2013, 
should be hon- 

oured with a 

statue. 

Raducanu 
won her first 
match against 
the Mexican Re- 
nata Zarazua, the 
world number 98, in 
straight sets. "Ittook a 
lot of strength just to get 
over the line,” she said. 
“Thank you to everyone for the 
supportin some crucial moments. I was 
for sure nervous. You have to do what it 
takes to get over the line and honestly, 
watching the football last night, it was 

like winning ugly — it all counts.” 

She was joined in the second round 
by another British player Lily Miyazaki, 
who thrashed the wildcard entry Tam- 
ara Korpatsch in under an hour. Four 
other Britons — Broady, Charlie 
Broom, Arthur Fery and Heather Wat- 
son — crashed out in the first round. 
Wimbledon latest, pages 56-60 
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Sir David Attenborough takes his seat at Centre Court on the first day of Wimbledoi 
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n, as fans wait in the queue outside 


Tennis on the telly puts us all in the pink 


Television Carol Midgley 


Wimbledon 
BBC 
ooo 


eeping up with day one of 
Wimbledon 2024 required 
a nimble thumb on the 
remote control. The 
coverage kicked off on 
BBC2 at 10.30am, then at 12.15pm it 
was all change to BBCI. A mere 45 
minutes later we were back to BBC2 
again, before BBCI rejoined the party 
at 2pm. A few viewers took to X (née 
Twitter) to grumble. “For the love of 
God, just pick a channel,” wrote one. 
This is the second year that 
Wimbledon has been without Sue 
Barker. Although Clare Balding and 
Isa Guha do a perfectly decent job, 
you might say the coverage lacks the 
heft delivered by big beasts such as 
Barker, Des Lynam and Dan Maskell. 


You could also say it is more “chatty”. 
Some complained online that the chat 
was still going when play started. 
Wimbledon is all about on-court 
clashes but things kicked off with 
what seemed to be a wardrobe one. 
Guha, who introduced proceedings, 
and Anne Keothavong were both 
wearing bubblegum pink blazers. Was 
the Barbie vibe deliberate? Later the 
camera panned to show Keothavong 
chatting to another woman wearing 
— yes! — a bubblegum pink blazer. 
Perhaps there’s a man flogging them 
out of the back of a van in SWI9. 
Wimbledon is uplifting television. It 
delivers those comforting summer 
sounds and sights: the thwack of the 
balls, the polite roar of the crowd, the 
ivy-clad clubhouse. We are still on 
tenterhooks about Andy Murray and 
it was not long before we were saying 
goodbye to Heather Watson, who 
went out to the Belgian Greet 
Minnen. Two young women looked 
thrilled as Carlos Alcaraz zipped up 
his bags right in their eye-line. There 
was the usual gaggle of celebrities in 


the good seats: David Beckham with 
his mum, Sir David Attenborough 
chewing sweets, Sir Cliff Richard, 
Alexander Armstrong, Katherine 
Jenkins. The weather presenter Carol 
Kirkwood told us there might be 
“drizzle”. In Britain? You don't say! 

“Its great to have you as part of the 
team" Balding said to tennis “bad 
boy” Nick Kyrgios, commentating as 
he recovers from injury. Some viewers 
did not feel the same. The 
Conservative candidate Caroline 
Nokes reportedly said the BBC should 
“hang its head in shame" for hiring 
him. In 2021 he pleaded guilty to 
assaulting his ex-girlfriend although 
he avoided a criminal conviction. A 
BBC statement said it was in no way 
condoning his behaviour and “he is 
employed to share his views on tennis 
only”. Ah, you can always rely on 
Wimbledon to serve up controversy. 

But Wimbledon is, of course, bigger 
than any one commentator or 
presenter. Once it gets into its stride 
on those green striped courts it 
almost presents itself. 


Let world see marbles, says Beard 


David Sanderson Arts Correspondent 


The Parthenon Sculptures, also known 
as the Elgin Marbles, should be sent 
around the world as “ambassadors” for 
Hellenic culture rather than being sole- 
ly sent back to Athens, according to a 
leading British Museum trustee. 

Dame Mary Beard said the question 
of whether they should go back to 
Greece or stay in London “makes the 
poor old marbles into a child in a messy 
divorce case”. 

Beard, who chose the marbles as her 
luxury on Desert Island Discs, told a 
Times Plus debate at the museum yes- 


terday that she did think they should be 
“shared more generously with Greece”. 

But she added: “I want them to be 
shared with the world. I would like the 
Parthenon Marbles being ambassadors 
for a particular sort of Hellenic classical 
culture in which both Greece and the 
UK and many other countries can 
share. And they can then do their job, 
notjustin Athens and London but what 
about in Beijing?” 

The marbles, which were brought 
from Ottoman-occupied Greece in the 
19th century by Lord Elgin, have be- 
come totemic in the restitution debate. 

The museums chairman, the former 


chancellor George Osborne, has been 
frustrated in his efforts to sign a “part- 
nership” agreement with Greece over 
the “loan” of some of the marbles. 

The government has continually 
questioned whether Greece would 
return them and made clear, as has Sir 
Keir Starmer, that it would not legislate 
to allow the museums trustees to 
decide which objects they could keep. 

But Labour has suggested that it 
would not stand in the way of the 
trustees if they wished to strike a deal 
with the Greek government, which has 
been calling for the return of the 
marbles for decades. 


Dad's Army hailed as best 
use of BBC licence fee 


Alex Farber Media Correspondent 


Shane Allen, a former BBC head of 
comedy, has named Dad's Army as the 
best ever use of licence fee funds. He 
said the series was the “very definition 
of an evergreen programme’ for its role 
in continuing to entertain audiences 
56 years after it was first shown. 

“The show that has been the best ever 
use of licence fee money in the history 
of the BBC remains Dad’s Army,’ he 
said. "When it’s on BBC2 it'll do a solid 


1 million viewers and there are next to 
no clearance costs because the cast and 
writers are sadly no longer with us.” 

Allen pointed to series including the 
BBC's Ghosts and Inside No 9 and Chan- 
nel 45 Derry Girls and Friday Night Din- 
ner as having the potential to be 
enjoyed for generations to come. 

He said. "Other genres just don't get 
rediscovered over and over. Is anyone 
watching the 2011 series of The X Fac- 
tor? No. But Friday Night Dinner from 
that year continues to perform consist- 
ently yearon year, and will for decades." 
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More army 
horses on 
the loose 
in London 


hree army horses 

bolted through 

central London 

yesterday 

morning, nine 
weeks after a similar 
incident when five others 
from the Household 
Cavalry ran loose in the 
capital (Ross Kaniuk 
writes). 

The three were among six 
horses from the Household 
Cavalry Mounted Regiment 
that were being exercised 
by five soldiers. 

One horse, which was 
being led rather than 
ridden, became loose after 
being spooked by a bus. It 
then led to two riders being 
unseated from their horses, 
which also ran loose. 

The animals bolted from 
Seville Street to South 
Eaton Place, where one was 
caught. The two others 
continued to Vauxhall 
Bridge before they were 
stopped. Soldiers were seen 
stroking and calming them 
as traffic passed by. 

The Ministry of Defence 
confirmed that all of them 
were returned to Hyde Park 
Barracks by 9.55am. None 
of the three horses were 
among those that bolted on 


loose from their riders. 


Three horses from the 
Household Cavalry ran 
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leaving Hyde Park Barracks 
during rehearsal 


through the streets in Pimlico, 
south London, yesterday after 
getting loose when spooked 
by a bus. There were no 
injuries to horses or riders 


Cavalry horses galloped 
through central London 
after they were spooked by 
noisy construction work. 
Four people were injured. 
The horses charged 
through the streets, hitting 
into a double-decker tour 


preparations for Trooping 
the Colour last month. 

Two of the horses, one 
covered in blood, charged 
through the streets around 
Tower Bridge and the 
Strand for five miles until 
being stopped in 
Limehouse. 

Three of them — 
Tennyson, Trojan and 
Vanquish — received 
emergency treatment for 


April 24. 


required and there were no 


An army spokesman said: 
“Whilst exercising this 
morning, three horses from 
the Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment became 


They were swiftly and safely 
recovered. 

“One horse received 
minor injuries, but no 
further treatment is 


injuries to the soldiers.” 
The traffic was stopped 

and a horsebox arrived to 

collect two of the horses. 
In April five Household 


bus and a van. Two of them 
galloping five miles through 
rush-hour traffic to the east 
of the capital. The animals 
threw their riders while 


their injuries before 
rehabilitation at the 
barracks and respite care at 
the Horse Trust. They were 
reacclimatised to city life 
before returning to duty. 


Officer is 
charged over 
prison video 


Ben Ellery Crime Editor 


A prison officer who was filmed alleg- 
edly having sex with an inmate in a cell 
has appeared in court charged 
with misconduct. 

Linda De Sousa Abreu, 30, of Ful- 
ham, southwest London, was charged 
after footage of the alleged incident was 
shared on social media. Appearing at 
Uxbridge magistrates’ court she spoke 
only to confirm her name, address and 
date of birth. She was arrested on Fri- 
day after officers were made aware of a 
video said to have been filmed inside 
HMP Wandsworth in southwest 


London. She was charged on Saturday 
with misconduct in public office. She 


l 


Linda De Sousa 
Abreu has been 
charged with 
misconduct in 
public office 


à- 


was arrested at Heathrow, the court 
heard, and had been due to catch a 
flight to Madrid having notified the 
prison of her travel plans. 

The charge states that De Sousa 
Abreu “wilfully and without reasonable 
excuse or justification misconducted 
yourselfin away which amounted to an 
abuse of the public's trust in the office 
holder by engaging in a sexual act with 
aprisoner in a prison cell”. The incident 
is alleged to have taken place between 
June 26 and 28. 

De Sousa Abreu was granted condit- 
ional bail and will appear at Isleworth 
crown court on July 29. Julie Cooke, the 
magistrate, barred her from entering 
any UK travel ports and made her sub- 
jecttoan electronically monitored cur- 
few between 9pm and 7am each day. 


Anguish for 163 families 
in funeral ashes scandal 


Lara Wildenberg 


Police investigating a funeral home 
accused of fraud have identified 163 
families connected to ashes that have 
been discovered there. 

Humberside police said yesterday 
that they were visiting the families to 
discuss the return of ashes as part ofthe 
investigation into Legacy Independent 
Funeral Directors in Hull. 

The force opened inquiries after an 
alarm was raised about the funeral 
home’s storage of the deceased. Offi- 
cers who raided the premises in March 
found 35 bodies as well as human ashes. 

Hundreds of families in Hull and 
around East Yorkshire have since ques- 
tioned whether they have the correct 
ashes, and some say that they have been 
given the wrong remains. 

The investigation received more 
than 2,000 calls in April and officers 
have made contact with more than 700 
families. Police started visiting families 
along with support staff from Hull city 
council and East Riding council. 

Thom McLoughlin, assistant chief 
constable, said: “This [contact with 
families] has been to provide an update 
as to the ashes recovered and to also 
arrange personal meetings with them, 
to offer further support and discuss in 


detail the process that has taken place 
and the options available to them. 

“Some families may want to receive 
the ashes and others may not. There is 
no right or wrong answer, and the 
impact and effect it will have will differ 
for each individual family, but it should 
not be underestimated and we will do 
all we can to support those throughout 
what is an incredibly difficult time.” 

McLoughlin said that the proper cre- 
mation process had been followed but it 
was impossible to identify any of the 
ashes using DNA profiles, which would 
be “devastating news for families and 
loved ones”. He said that “comprehen- 
sive inquiries” had been carried out 
from documents found with individual 
ashes and at the premises to potentially 
identify and locate next of kin. 

Legacy Independent Funeral Direct- 
ors offered a range of services, costing 
up to £1,799, which typically involved a 
funeral service at its in-house chapel 
followed by a cremation at another site 
with no family present. Legacy’s web- 
site says that cremations may not be 
carried out in the Hull area. 

In March, one victim, Nicky, said that 
her father, Wayne, died suddenly, aged 
56, of a heart attack in October 2021. “I 
actually carried his coffin,” she said. “So 
now I’m thinking, was that even actual- 


ly my dad? What was I carrying? It 
could have been a bag of sand. It makes 
me feel sick, what's in there.” 

A 46-year-old man and a 23-year-old 
woman were arrested on suspicion of 
prevention of a lawful and decent buri- 
al, fraud by false representation and 
fraud by abuse of position. They remain 
on bail. 

In May the firm was dissolved with 
debts of more than £40,000 at the di- 
rection of Judge Robert Thomson dur- 
inga hearing at Hull magistrates' court. 
He heard it had tried to repay some of 
the £40,938.08 owed in unpaid council 
fees before a whistleblower contacted 
police about the way bodies were being 
stored there. Solicitor advocate Paul 
Thompson, representing Hull city 
council, said the whistleblower had 
contacted police on March 6. The court 
was also told that the firm owed utility 
companies more than £5,000. 

Judge Thomson heard Legacy had 
last made a payment of £1,500 to the 
council on February 29. The authority 
served the firm a winding-up petition 
on April 16. The judge said he was satis- 
fied with the petition and ordered the 
company to be wound up in accordance 
with the Insolvency Act 1986. The 
council said it would continue exploring 
options to recoup the money owed to it. 


Amputee professor invents 
revolutionary prosthetic limb 


Rhys Blakely Science Correspondent 


In 1982 Hugh Herr was part of a moun- 
taineering expedition that went terri- 
bly wrong. After suffering frostbite, 
he had both legs amputated below 
the knee at the age of 17. 


Having been told that he would fa qs 


never climb again, he built a pair of 
artificial limbs that allowed him not 
only to return to the moun- 
tains but to scale peaks far 


more challenging than 
those he had taken on 
before. 


Now, four decades on, he 
has helped to develop 
what he believes is the 
most advanced prosthet- 
ic leg, built from titanium 
and silicon and designed 
to meld with a patient's 
nervous system. 

In trials the new bionic l 
limb allowed people who had lost a 
leg below the knee to increase their ` 
walking pace by more than 
40 per cent while also 
restoring a natural gait. 4 
In a breakthrough, Vv 
users were unconsciously  . 
aware of what the bionic 
limb was doing as they 
wore it. 

“No previous study has shown 
this level of brain control of a pros- 
thetic leg, where the human nerv- 


ous system is controlling the move- 
ment,” Herr, a professor at the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), 
said. He described the results as mirac- 
ulous, with patients able to walk at nor- 
mal speeds up and down steps and 
slopes “really without thinking 
about it”. He said the system was 
* not yet perfect but believes that the 
technology could be commercially 
available within five years and 
may use it himself. 

Trial participants includ- 
ed Rick Kaiser, 62, a retired 
Navy Seal who had his right 
lower leg amputated in 
2018 after a parachute 
jump accident. Within a 

couple of hours of being 
fitted with the new pros- 
thetic, Kaiser said he was 
able to use it intuitively. 

"Things like this 
change peoples lives," he 

said. 

Theresearch atthe K Lisa 


Yang Center for Bionics 

NC at MIT, involved seven 
3 volunteers who had 
Q undergone ampu- 


tations. 
The study is published to- 
day in the journal Nature 
Medicine. 


Hugh Herr, who lost his legs aged 17, 
helped to develop the advanced limb 
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How death of the dinosaurs led to birth of wine 


Rhys Blakely Science Correspondent 


At the end of the Cretaceous period 
about 66 million years ago, an asteroid 
the size of a city ploughed into the 
Earth. 

A new study suggests this turned out 
to be a double blessing for our species. 
Not only did it wipe out the dinosaurs, 
allowing our ancient mammalian 
ancestors to thrive — it also gave us 
wine. 

The research describes the oldest 
fossilised grape pips to be found in the 
Americas. They date from about 
60 million years ago and, according to 
the scientists who found them, they 
bolster the theory that grape vines 
were ableto take root around the world 
only after the large dinosaurs had 
perished. 

The newly described pips were found 
in what is now Colombia, Panama and 
Peru. 

"These are the oldest grapes ever 
found in this part of the world, and 
they're a few million years younger 
than the oldest ones ever found on the 
other side of the planet [in what is now 


central India] Fabiany Herrera, of the 
Field Museum in Chicago, said. 

“This discovery is important because 
it shows that after the extinction of the 
dinosaurs, grapes really started to 
spread.” 

Its rare for soft fleshy matter to 
become fossilised, so what we know of 
ancient fruits usually comes from the 
hard seeds, which are more likely to be 
preserved. The earliest known grape 
seed fossils were found in India and are 
about 66 million years old — dating 
from roughly the time of the asteroid 
strike. 

The impact shrouded the Earth in 
dust, plunging it into a nuclear winter 
that may have stretched for decades. 
Unable to adapt, the dinosaurs 
disappeared, except for those that went 
on to become today’s birds. 

Another group of animals — the 
mammals, including our own ancestors 
— would prove more flexible. Able to 
eat a wide variety of foods and to deal 
with the shifts in temperature that 
followed the impact, they went on to 
prosper. 

However, the changes would open up 


J 
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The House 
of Misters 


If Labour win the election and 
carry out their plan to make 
members of the House of Lords 
retire at 80, it would deny them 
the wisdom of the immigration 
campaigner Lord Dubs, who is 
still an active legislator at 91, but 
keep the likes of Lord Lebedev. 
Dubs, who will mark 30 years as a 
peer in December, has a different 
proposal for slimming down the 
upper chamber. “If people want to 
keep their titles, they should leave 
the Lords,” he tells Order! Order!, 
the journal of former MPs. “And if 
they want to stay in the Lords, 
they should drop their titles." 

He would be happy being 
known as plain Alf Dubs, he says, 
not least as it would avoid a recent 
confusion when he was given a 
message to contact Downing 
Street. It turned out Rishi Sunak 
wasn't seeking the advice of an 
aged Labour peer but had wanted 
to speak to Lord Dobbs, Margaret 
Thatcher' former chief of staff. 
The French election reminded the 
writer John Oxley of a schoolmate 
who used an online translator for 
his French homework. *He was 
caught out when his essay referred 
to the presidential candidate Jean- 
Marie Le Stylo," Oxley says. 
Presumably a Marine Le Pen is a 
stylo that works underwater. 
FEELING THE LOVE? 

After his election gamble 
backfired, Emmanuel Macron 
urgently needs some positive 
news. French media have been 
speculating for a few weeks that 
Celine Dion is being lined up 
to make an emotional return 
to singing for the Olympic 
opening ceremony. The 
queen of power ballads, and 
former Eurovision winner, 
has not performed in 
public since 2019 as a 


Ky result of an autoimmune 
A 


aa) former prime minister, left. 


condition but she may be tempted 
to sing one number. Le Parisien 
suggests it will be Edith Piaf's 
Hymne à l'amour. Better that than 
for Macron to be seen singing 
along to Non, je ne regrette rien. 
SOUND ADVICE 

While researching the life of his 
Great Uncle Harry for his new 
book, Sir Michael Palin discovered 
the preoccupation that the New 
Zealand military had with 
dentistry. Palin told the Chalke 
History Festival that Anzac 
recruits sent to fight in Europe 
during the First World War were 
given a special order for how to 
react if they were on a boat that 
ended up in a bad storm. “If you 
are going to vomit over the side,” it 
said, "take your teeth out first." 
Mark Oakley, Dean of Southwark, 
was recently invited to address the 
Worshipful Company of Launderers 
(as in Widow Twankey, not fraud 
squad) and noted how appropriate 
it was that a livery company whose 
hall is across the road from his 
cathedral should have the motto 
"Cleanliness is next to godliness”. 
Oakley then offered his own 
favourite laundry-related proverb: 
“One good turn... gets all the duvet.” 
DRESSING DOWN 

Female politicians receive far more 
commentary on their fashion 
choices than men (save Sunak’s 
short trousers), reflected Theresa 
May at the Wargrave literary 
festival. And it is seldom 
consistent. “When I was home 
secretary one of our national 
newspapers [not us] did a double- 
page spread with the headline, ‘Is 
Theresa May the new Cara 

; Delevingne?’” said the 


' Any flattery she felt at being 
compared to a model 
soon faded, however, 
when the same paper did 
another spread entitled 
“Theresa May: how not 
to dress when over 50.” 


wa 3 = NN 
Monica Carvalho, a study co-author, 
with a fossil of the oldest grape seed 
found in the western hemisphere 


new opportunities for flora as well as 
fauna. 

"We always think about the animals, 
the dinosaurs, because they were the 
biggest things to be affected, but the 
extinction event had a huge impact on 
plants too," Herrera said. "The forest 
reset itself, in a way that changed the 
composition of the plants." 

Herrera and his colleagues argue in a 
new paper published in the journal 
Nature Plants that the disappearance of 
the dinosaurs helped to transform the 
world’s forests. “We think that if there 
were large dinosaurs roaming through 
the forest, they were likely knocking 
down trees, effectively maintaining 


forests more open than they are today,” 
said Monica Carvalho of the University 
of Michigan’s Museum of Paleontology, 
a co-author of the study. 

Without large dinosaurs to prune 
them, some tropical forests, including 
those in South America, became more 
crowded. 

These denser habitats provided new 
opportunities. “In the fossil record, we 
start to see more plants that use vines to 
climb up trees, like grapes, around this 
time,” Herrera said. 

“The diversification of birds and 
mammals in the years following the 
mass extinction may have also aided 
grapes by spreading their seeds.” 
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War in Gaza 
is blamed for 
crime increase 
at charities 


James Beal Social Affairs Editor 


Charities have reported a 10 per cent 
increase in suspected criminal activity, 
partly fuelled by controversial views 
concerning the war in Gaza. 

New figures, revealed in a freedom of 
information request, showed that 
34 per cent of Serious Incident Reports 
(SIRs) submitted to the Charity Com- 
mission from March 2023 to April 2024 
were about known or suspected crimi- 
nal activity. It represented a 10 per cent 
increase on the year before. 

The data showed that at least 2,916 
SIRs were submitted to the Charity 
Commission, of which 998 reported 
known or suspected criminal activity. 

As a civil regulator the commission 
does not investigate or prosecute crimi- 
nal wrongdoings but refers cases to the 
police. 

In April it was reported that it had 
made more than 30 referrals to the 
police regarding potential criminal 
offences at charities since the war in Ga- 
Za began. Some charities subsequently 
removed social media or website con- 
tent, suspended employees and contrac- 
tors and removed their organisation as 
signatories of open letters. 

When reporting criminal behaviour, 
charities must clarify the nature of the 
crime, such as safeguarding incidents, 
financial crime, suspicious donations, 
cybercrime or links to terrorism. 

Of those charities that reported a 
crime 51 per cent reported one con- 
nected to safeguarding, with a 16.7 per 
cent increase in the number of reports 
fromthe previous reporting year. There 
were 510 suspected safeguarding 
crimes reported to the Charity Com- 
mission in 2023-24 compared with 
437 in 2022-23. 

After investigations into Oxfam in 
2018, when The Times exposed the 
behaviour of charity workers in Haiti, 
concerns were raised that charities 


were under-reporting serious inci- 
dents. In response the Charity Com- 
mission introduced simpler online rep- 
orting tools as well as trustee guidance 
on responding to serious incidents. 

Initslast annual report, however, the 
commission stated that there had been 
“a decrease in the reporting of new SIRs 
for the third year in a row". Last year it 
also confirmed that there had been an 
under-reporting of cybercrime incid- 
ents with only 34 per cent of affected 
charities reporting breaches. 

The increase in SIRs in relation to 
suspected criminal activity could be 
tied to the October 7 Hamas attack on 
Israel and the subsequent war in Gaza. 
The regulator made 30 referrals to the 
police in cases where it considered that 
acriminal offence may have been com- 
mitted in relation to the conflict. 

Recent cases have involved the Char- 
ity Commission opening statutory 
inquiries into Al-Tawheed Charitable 
Trust over an event held at its premises. 
The Al-Manar Centre Trust was also 
reported over serious concerns about a 
video post. 

Orlando Fraser, who chairs the com- 
mission, previously said that the reg- 
ulator was assessing a “significant num- 
ber of serious concerns” regarding 
some charities’ activities in relation to 
the war. He added that the regulator 
was aware of several “allegations of 
antisemitic or hate speech” linked to 
charities in England and Wales. 

Jack Myers, director of Alder, a crisis 
communications firm, which uncov- 
ered the rise, said: “Not only do these 
figures show just how exposed charities 
are, but that the risks themselves are 
evolving fast. Managing the risk of 
criminal activity comes down to good 
governance: do trustees know enough 
about the risks and do they have a plan 
to mitigate against them? There is only 
so much the commission can do to per- 
suade boards to take the initiative.” 


Growth points Angellica Bell, the television presenter, and Anya Lautenb 


OLIVER DIXON 


co-designer of The RHS Money Saving Garden at RHS Hampton Court Palace Garden Festival, which runs until July 7 


Willoughby suspect ‘a prolific liar’ 


David Woode Crime Correspondent 


The security guard on trial over an 
alleged plot to kidnap, rape and murder 
Holly Willoughby is a prolific liar 
whose behaviour has “crossed the 
threshold from fantasy to reality,” pros- 
ecutors have said. 

Gavin Plumb, 37, is accused of trying 
to enlist others to mount a “home invas- 
ion" during which he would subdue 
Willoughby with chloroform and 
transport her to an abandoned building 
before subjecting her to "catastrophic 
violence". 

Chelmsford crown court was told 
that Plumb swapped “highly sexual- 


ised” messages about the television 
presenter online and revealed how he 
would carry out the alleged offences. 
He has dismissed the messages as “just 
online chat”. 

Plumb, of Harlow, Essex, is charged 
with soliciting murder, incitement to 
kidnap and incitement to rape between 
December 27, 2021, and October 5 last 
year. He denies the charges. 

Willoughby, 43, has waived her right 
to anonymity in relation to the incite- 
ment to rape charge. 

Alison Morgan KC, prosecuting, said 
that Plumb “gained sexual arousal from 
the planning of sexual attacks on 
women”. He has convictions for the 


attempted kidnap of two female air 
stewardesses and the false imprison- 
ment of two 16-year-old girls at the 
shop where he worked as a security 
guard. Morgan told the jury: “I suggest 
to you that he is a prolific liar who has 
sought to minimise the extent of his 
criminality. This [is] a man who had 
already crossed the threshold from fan- 
tasy to reality. He had laid his hands on 
real women and terrified real women. 
The defendant was one of those who 
had to take it that one stage further.” 

Sasha Wass KC, Plumb’s barrister, is 
expected to give the defence’s closing 
speech today. 

The trial continues. 


‘God on earth’ sued over alleged rapes 


Jonathan Ames Legal Editor 


Seven former disciples of a Hindu guru 
are suing him for £8 million over claims 
that he posed as “God on earth” while 
sexually abusing and raping them. 

A High Court judge has been told 
that Rajinder Kalia claimed he was a 
miracle worker who could heal the sick, 
and that he was crowned as a deity. 

The seven women have claimed that 
Kalia, 68, from Coventry, manipulated 
his disciples, allegedly raping four of 
them, three of them while under age. 

A lawyer for Kalia told the court that 
he denied all the allegations and de- 
scribed the women as “fundamentally 
dishonest”. 

Kalia came to the UK aged 21 in 1986 
after a motorcycle crash in his native 
India. He claimed that despite being 
severely injured, he “miraculously” was 
able to walk again after visiting Hima- 
chal Pradesh, a part of India connected 
to Baba Balak Nath, a Hindu god. 

According to a report in the Daily 


Mail, after arriving in England Kalia 
opened his own Baba Balak Nath tem- 
ple in Coventry. “He portrayed himself 
as an incarnation of God through the 
purported performance of miracles,” 
Mark Jones, a barrister representing 
the women, told the court. 

Jones added that over time, the disci- 


a 


Rajinder Kalia 
allegedly claimed 
that he was a 
miracle worker 


ples’ ability “freely to consent to his 
demands for financial and sexual bene- 
fits was overridden”. He said they were 
incapable of resisting. 

One of the women, who is now 57, 
told the court that she endured “non- 
consensual penetrative sex” on more 
than 1,300 occasions over 22 years. She 
claimed that Kalia exhibited “abhor- 


rent” sexual desires that were “akin to 
relations enjoyed by the Hindu deity 
Krishna”. 

Another of the women told the court 
that Kalia began sexually abusing her 
when she was 13 and that he took her 
virginity when she was 21. The woman 
has alleged that when she complained 
to the police in 2017, Kalias disciples 
threatened her with acid attacks. 

A third claimant, now 36, told the 
court Kalia inappropriately kissed her 
from the age of four. A fourth told the 
court that Kalia convinced her to pay 
him £5,000 to cure her dog's cancer. 

Kalia lives with his wife, Sachitra, 67, 
in a property at Ryton-on-Dunsmore 
in Warwickshire that is valued at more 
than £1 million. 

Sarah Crowther KC, Kalia’s lawyer, 
told the court he had never made claims 
to have divine power and he denies all 
the allegations. “They are fundamen- 
tally dishonest and the product of a 
conspiracy to extort Mr Kalia,” she said. 

The case continues. 


Payout for solicitor sacked 
after revealing pregnancy 


Jonathan Ames 


A solicitor has been awarded almost 
£26,500 after she was rejected for pro- 
motion and then sacked weeks after 
announcing her pregnancy. 

The firms founder, Michael Cook, 
told Michelle Dobson at the time that 
she was being made redundant owing 
toa “dire financial situation” at the high 
street legal practice in Durham in 
2022. A tribunal found, however, that 
Dobson, a residential conveyancing 
specialist, who worked three days a 
week on a £21,000 salary, had been dis- 
criminated against. 

An employment tribunal said in its 
ruling that Dobson had been regarded 
as a “competent” solicitor, that no per- 
formance issues had been raised and 
she regularly produced good ideas to 
bring more work into the practice. 

The tribunal heard that Cook told the 


younger solicitor that he was extremely 
impressed with her work and that she 
was a valued member of the team. He 
then asked Dobson to become a direct- 
or. She accepted on the proviso that she 
would be given a pay rise immediately 
and the issue was still being negotiated 
when Dobson informed Cook that she 
was pregnant. 

She said that at the end of the conver- 
sation she said she was still happy to be- 
come a director but was told by Cook 
that he would “just have to leave it”. 

Four weeks later, however, Cook 
claimed that the firm could no longer 
afford her and she was dismissed. 

The tribunal heard that Dobson was 
“very upset” by Cook’s decision and 
sued for pregnancy discrimination. 

The judge, Pamela Arullendran, said 
the firm “were consciously, or uncon- 
sciously, motivated by the claimant's 
pregnancy in their decision-making”. 
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England fans kicking themselves after leaving before final whistle 


Charlie Parker Essen 


Fed-up England football fans have 
been urged to remain in their seats after 
some left seconds before Jude Belling- 
hams bicycle kick saved England from 
exiting Euro 2024. 

After enduring 94 minutes of “tor- 
ment", with England a goal down to 
Slovakia, angry supporters started 
walking out of the Veltins-Arena in 
Gelsenkirchen on Sunday. Convinced 
there was no way back for Gareth 


Southgate’s men, some said as they left 
the stadium that the manager should be 
sacked. 

“Well, Southgates gone, hasn't he. 
He’s gone, on his holiday,” one middle- 
aged fan said as he puffed a vape on his 
way out. 

His friend wearing an England shirt 
said they aimed to beat the crowds to 
catch public transport: “We don’t want 
to get caught on the tram.” 

Moments later, though, Bellingham 
sent the England fans still inside into a 


frenzy after equalising with an over- 
head kick in the last seconds of added 
time. The cheers were so loud that 
scores of supporters who had already 
left were videoed rushing back to catch 
a glimpse of the glory. 

One fan received the news that Eng- 
land had equalised in an alert to his 
phone after leaving his seat. “Oh god!” 
he sighed before turning around and 
pointing to Bellingham’s name written 
on the back of his shirt. 

Some are understood to have made it 


back inside in time to see Harry Kane, 
the captain, score the winner, netting a 
header at the start of the first half of 
extra time. 

Those who witnessed Bellinghams 
goal described it as “unbelievable” and 
praised the squad for finally finding 
their stride after having played “side- 
ways” and “backwards” for most of the 
match. 

Thomas Concannon, of the Football 
Supporters’ Association Free Lions, 
told The Times: “Whilst we understand 


many fans may have reasons for leaving 
early, the scenes we witnessed on Sun- 
day night were thing of beauty, and 
we'd hate to see fans who have spent 
hundreds, if not thousands, of pounds 
to come and watch their team end up 
missing something like that.” 

The 2-1 win prevented England from 
suffering a last-16 exit from the tourna- 
ment at the hands ofa team that sits 40 
places behind them in the Fifa world 
rankings. 

The Euros, 8-page pullout 


‘No work’ for 
ex-Spandau 
Ballet singer 
since arrest 


Lizzie Roberts, Laura Brick 


The former Spandau Ballet singer 
accused of sexually assaulting five 
women said he has been unable to work 
as a performer since he was arrested. 

Ross Davidson wanted sex up to six 
times a night and would force himself 
on women who refused him, it is 
alleged. The jury at Wood Green crown 
court heard that Davidson was “a bit of 
a sex symbol” after starring in the West 
End musical We Will Rock You a decade 
ago. He became the lead singer in 
Spandau Ballet in 2018 and is known to 
fans as Ross Wild. 

Davidson, 36, filmed himself fon- 
dling women while they slept and 
enjoyed role-playing rape scenarios, 
the court was told. 

He is accused of a series of sex offen- 
ces against five women, including rap- 
ing three of them. The offences are said 
to have taken place over a ten-year 
period between 2013 and 2023. 

When he was interviewed by police 
Davidson maintained that “everything 
was consensual between him and the 


Ross Davidson 
filmed himself 
fondling women as 
they slept, a jury 

has been told 


women concerned”. Giving evidence 
yesterday, he told the court that he had 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) and took medication for it 
until he was 13. 

“Tt would make me feel a bit dull and 
unexcited about a lot of things,” David- 
son said, adding that he later self-medi- 
cated with illegal drugs. He said: “I’ve 
self-medicated with things I shouldn't 
have done.” 

He said that when he was put under 
investigation he stopped being able to 
work. “Initially I started to refuse work 
when I was under investigation. I re- 
fused work, I couldn't doit mentally,” he 
said. “Since then it’s been a case of 
“they're not going to want me anyway.” 

Charlotte Newell KC, for Davidson, 
asked: “What effect has that had on 
you?” He replied: “I have no outlet.” 

He was asked about his experience 
with the first woman who has accused 
him of rape. “Once I met her I started 
falling for her pretty hard,” he said. 

Davidson, who lives in Finchley, 
north London, denies three charges of 
rape, three of sexual assault, one of 
voyeurism and one of controlling 
behaviour. The jury was directed to 
clear him of a charge of intimidation 
relating to one of the complainants at 
the close of the prosecution’s case. 

The trial continues. 
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It's a wrap Silk scarves created for the French fashion house Hérmes in the 1950s will be offered for sale at Special Auction Services in Newbury, Berkshire, today 


Eurovision to protect acts from 
repeat of hostile 2024 contest 


Daniel Rosney 


The organisers of the Eurovision Song 
Contest have vowed to protect per- 
formers from harassment and online 
trolling after one of the most incendiary 
competitions in its history. 

The European Broadcasting Union 
(EBU) said it needed to better prepare 
artists for the “biggest entertainment 
show in the world”, which was marred 
this year by protests over Israel’s entry. 

Olly Alexander, the UK represent- 
ative, was one of several acts pressured 
to withdraw because of the involve- 
ment of Israel, whose candidate Eden 
Golan came fifth. Alexander said he 
had deleted his social media apps dur- 
ing the contest held in Sweden in May. 

“Artists ... become part of the biggest 
entertainment show in the world. Some 
social media [posts] have been quite 
hard on individuals so we need to better 
prepare the artists before they go on 
stage,” Jean Philip De Tender, deputy 
director-general of the EBU, said. “It’s 
important we communicate clearly the 
decisions being taken and the conse- 
quences of the decision. We will ensure 
the artists are well briefed on what the 
event is and what is expected of them.” 


Bosses insist that Eurovision is anon- 
political event but it is frequently 
drawn into geo-political 
affairs and Russia’s proposed 
involvement after its invas- 
ion of Ukraine raised 
concerns. 

Israel, which has been 
competing since 1973, was 
the focus of protests in- 
side and outside the ven- 
ue in Malmo this year 
after its invasion of Gaza 
last October. Some singers 
used pro-Palestinian imag- 
ery during their perform- 
ances and members of the 
audience waved Palestinian 
flags when Golan was per-/ 
forming. 

The Dutch contestant 
Joost Klein, who had de- 
manded that Golan answer 
a question asked of her at a 
press conference, was dis- 
qualified from the final 
after an alleged back- 
stage incident un- 


Eden Golan of Israel 
at the show’s start 


connected with the Israeli delegation. 
The EBU, a membership 
organisation made up of 
national broadcast- 
ers including the 
BBC,  commis- 
yi sioned an indep- 
endent review to 
ki look at “a number 
of | challenges" 
that arose after 
the show. Execu- 
tives said various 
changes would be 
made "in the coming 
months to strengthen 
and protect next year's 
Eurovision". 
One recommendation is to 
ensure that more is done to 
// protect the reputation of the 
broadcasters when a decision 
\ is made over controversial 
entries. 

Israel's entry had caused a 
storm long before the May 
final. It had to be reworked 

several times to be eligible 
after a committee ruled 
that the original song was 
too political with its pur- 


ported references to the October 7 
attacks led by Hamas. The voting pro- 
cess also became divisive. Golan came 
second in the public vote, receiving the 
maximum “douze points" from 15 coun- 
tries, but only 12th in the jury vote. She 
did not receive top marks from any of 
the other 36 judging panels. 

De Tender said that jurors were scru- 
tinised and informed that they had to 
be apolitical when ranking. The EBU 
confirmed that it had no plans to 
change the voting procedure next year. 

The EBU has also bolstered its lead- 
ership team after the recommenda- 
tions ofthe independent review to “en- 
sure operational bandwidth to manage 
an event of this scale". It said in a state- 
ment: “We are committed to ensuring 
that the Eurovision Song Contest con- 
tinues to go from strength to strength 
and that all stakeholders, not least par- 
ticipating broadcasters and the millions 
who enjoy the event, can be reassured 
of our best intentions to maintain the 
success of this event that brings so 
muchjoy to millions around the world.” 

The competition will be held in 
Switzerland next year. A decision has 
yet to be made on which city will host 
the 70th contest. 
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Starmer will have to adopt a war leaders role 


Britain faces a profound foreign policy challenge as two of our key allies appear likely to go rogue or lose effectiveness 


William 4 


Hague 
Py * 


he lowering of a large 

photograph of a smiling 

Vladimir Putin into a Nigel 

Farage rally at the weekend 

provided one of the more 
amusing moments of an election 
campaign that has not been strong 
on humour. Given Farage' past 
admiration for the dictator and the 
reports of Russian influence 
operations supporting Reform UK 
through Facebook, it was a stunt that 
made a very valid point. Yet there are 
even more appropriate places for a 
jovial Putin to have appeared in the 
past few days. If he was following the 
French election results or the debate 
between Donald Trump and Joe 
Biden, he would have been laughing 
all the way to his dacha. 

The first-round outcome in France 
leaves only three, highly concerning 
possibilities once the final voting takes 
place on Sunday: a government of 
the hard right, one dependent on the 
hard left, or no effective 
administration in Paris at all. Macron, 
the high-flying president who has 
advocated a more united Europe, 
embraced expanding the EU to the 
east and hardened his support for 
Ukraine to the point of saying French 
troops might be sent there, is about to 
have his wings not merely clipped but 
surgically removed. He will be unable 
to pass a budget of his own. Whatever 
he agrees to at European summits, 
his own country's ministers will be 
able to block at lower levels. 

This will have immediate 
implications for Keir Starmer, who is 
fully expecting to be prime minister 
on Friday unless the biggest error 


ever made by opinion polls happens 
on Thursday. He has considerable 
hopes resting on bilateral relations 
with France but the possible new 
governments in Paris would all be 
either less able or less willing to 
respond as he might like. 

Intensifying joint work on cross- 
Channel migrants and working out a 
new structure of foreign and security 
co-operation with the EU will all 
become more difficult. Even more 
seriously, the chances of London and 
Paris diverging over support for 
Ukraine would increase if Le Pens 
party were in power, with its 
traditionally more sympathetic 
view of Putin. 

It was the spectacle in Atlanta, 
however, the Trump-Biden debate, 
over which old Vladimir will have 
been rocking with mirth. There stood 
Trump, saying he would end the war 
in Ukraine upon taking office in 
January, by which he seems to mean 
bullying the Ukrainians into accepting 


The case for Joe Biden 
to stand aside has now 
become overwhelming 


Russian annexation of a large part of 
their country. Such a solution would 
be a humiliation for the West, the 
defeat of a valiant democracy, a 
disaster for European security and 
probably a precursor to a further war 
once Putin had rebuilt his forces. 
And there stood Biden, with much 
better policies but a mounting 
inability to articulate them. The case 
for him to stand aside, for his party, 
his country, the world and himself, is 
now overwhelming. To expect his 
wife to explain that to him is unfair 
— a politicians partner instinctively 
wants to support them and has to 
live with them for the rest of their 
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lives. It is seasoned advisers and 
senators who should be going into 
the Oval Office with a clear message 
to quit, paving the way for a new 
candidate who would have a better 
chance of beating Trump and 
reinvigorating the leadership of the 
free world. 

If the courage to do that continues 
to be absent, however, the Labour 
government likely to be elected this 
week will face a profound foreign 
policy challenge, unprecedented in 
postwar history. The two allies on 
which we rely most heavily in 
upholding western values and 
alliances will both be either going 
rogue or becoming less effective — 
even a re-elected Biden would 
almost certainly not control the 
Senate, just as Macron will not 
control his National Assembly. 

This will place a very heavy 
responsibility on the British prime 
minister. He cannot possibly be a 
substitute for the presidents of our 
allies but the expectation and the 
necessity of giving a lead in global 
affairs will be even greater than 
usual. On Ukraine, the lead given by 
Britain from the beginning of the 
invasion has been important in 
emboldening other nations, 
including France and the US. The 
most alarming remark made by 
Starmer in the whole election 
campaign was that Jeremy Corbyn 
would have made a better PM than 
Boris Johnson, since the sure instinct 
of the latter to support Ukraine was 
vital, for all his other faults. 

Starmer, if indeed elected, will find 
the next five years will bring many 
more such moments, when a large 
part of the western world will look to 
him. He will no doubt be conscious 
that the Nato summit in Washington 
is next week and the gathering of 
Europes leaders will take place at 
Blenheim the week after that. But he 
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Vladimir Putin will have relished the 
US election debate's chaotic scenes 


must not think, after two weeks of a 
crash-course in foreign affairs, that 
the bulging file of global crises can 
be put away for a while. The outside 
world is going to force its way into 
every waking hour of any occupant 
of No 10 for the rest of this decade. 
A Ukraine war that is in the 
balance and a Gaza war that can 
easily escalate to the Israel-Lebanon 
border are obvious reasons for that. 
But other less conspicuous threats 
are looming. We will be lucky to get 
through five years without being hit 
by a major problem, in the form of a 
humanitarian catastrophe or terrorist 
resurgence, emerging from the Sahel 
in north Africa. We are more likely 
than ever to see a crisis over Taiwan, 
with economic consequences 
dwarfing all other global issues. And 
all the time China, Russia, Iran and 
North Korea will be drawing closer 
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together while seeking to undermine 
democracies with disinformation and 
division. A hybrid war is already 
being waged against the West, 
pursued through social media, 
poisoning the minds of voters and 
weakening the resolve of leaders. 

To lead opinion on some of these 
conflicts and take measures to defeat 
such threats, a British PM will need 
some of the characteristics of a war 
leader. It has been a shock to many 


Another pandemic 
would also bring huge 
international struggles 


prime ministers who have come to 
power with a domestic agenda for a 
peaceful nation that their 
premiership has been defined by 
conflict — Pitt or Asquith, for 
example — or by their personal 
decisions on military action — 
Eden, Thatcher or Blair. A new 
pandemic or global failure on climate 
change could also bring immense 
international challenges. 

Starmer, with his fingers crossed for 
Thursday, is probably imagining that 
what he intends to do inside our 
shores would become his legacy. But 
in a world where our allies are 
becoming erratic at the top, and in 
which threats are multiplying, it is 
foreign affairs and security that are 
much more likely to define him. Let's 
hope he knows that. If he is 
appointing ministers and advisers this 
weekend, he will forget it at his peril. 
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Key political divide is now fantasists v realists 


While progressives carry on with their kumbaya worldview, populists are grabbing the votes 


Melanie 
Phillips 


@MELANIELATEST 


y common consent, the 

public believe that all 

politicians lie to them. 

Theres truth in that, of 

course. But more significant 
are the lies people tell themselves. 
The astonishing thing about the 
reaction to Joe Biden's performance 
in last week's TV debate with Donald 
Trump was the astonishment 
displayed by so many. 

The mental decline of Americas 
46th president has been a topic of 
widespread discussion and concern 
throughout his term of office. 
Indeed, it surfaced as early as the 
2020 presidential campaign, which 
he conducted effectively in hiding 
to avoid the kind of scrutiny that it 
was assumed would reveal his 
mental frailty. 

Since then, that frailty has become 
ever more pronounced. There have 
been innumerable videos of, and 
references to, his regular physical 
and verbal stumbles, his unfinished 
sentences, his vacant stares and 
bewildered behaviour. Standing with 
other dignitaries in Normandy last 
month to mark the 80th anniversary 
of the D-Day landings, he made as if 
to sit down where there was no chair 
before being led away by his wife. 

Yet during the debate, Democrat 
sympathisers in the media and 
elsewhere went into shock at his 


patent mental infirmity. Tears were 
shed on air; hands flew to mouths; 
brows were smitten at the sudden 
realisation that Biden wasn't actually 
fit enough to run the country. 

The media and others, who until 
that moment had insisted that he 
was fighting fit and any suggestion to 
the contrary was a Trump hit-piece, 
set up a concerted wail that Biden 
must be replaced as the Democratic 
presidential candidate and maybe 
even removed forthwith from the 
White House. 

So why was there such an 
anguished rending of garments, as 
if this realisation had come as a bolt 
from the blue? 

For the western political and 


The rise of Farage has 
been fuelled by ‘white 
privilege fantasies 


cultural establishment, politics keeps 
delivering such horrid shocks to the 
system. The stunning victory of 
ultra-nationalist Marine Le Pen's 
National Rally in the first round of 
the French elections has been 
another example. 

While advance polling meant the 
Rally’s victory wasn't a total surprise, 
there was still horrified disbelief at its 
scale. BBC correspondents prowled 
French streets to ask voters if they 
realised they'd just elected a bunch 
of anti-immigrant racists who would 
divide society. 

The voters’ response was to say 
that the Rally had pledged to do 
something about a bunch of 
immigrant racists who had not only 


divided French society but had 
inflicted upon it violence, disorder 
and rampant antisemitism. 

The establishment can't believe 
anything that goes against what it 
knows for certain is the natural 
order of things. 

French president Emmanuel 
Macron called the election because 
he was certain the public would 
reject what, to him, was the Rally’s 
undeniable racism and extremism. 

It was reminiscent of David 
Cameron's stupendous error in 
calling the EU referendum for 
precisely the same reason. The 
Brexit vote caused extreme shock 
among the establishment because it 
thought it inconceivable that the 
public would refuse to accept its 
superior wisdom. 

The refusal by the governing class 
to acknowledge that its own attitudes 
and policies created the Brexit 
uprising persists to this day and 
explains the rise and rise of Nigel 
Farage. His understanding of the way 
the entire establishment denounced 
the reasonable concerns of millions 
created not only Brexit but the rise of 
Reform UK which, regardless of how 
few seats it may win this week, has 
become a significant political force. 

The reason for all these shocks is 
that the progressive world goes in 
for institutionalised lying to itself. 

It defines itself as the centre ground 
simply because it tells itself that 
everyone who disagrees with it 

is extreme. 

Its adherents promote a fantasy 
view of the world. They believe in the 
brotherhood of mankind, that war 
can be replaced by law and that it’s 
possible to excise prejudice and 


hatred from the human heart. For 
such people, the wish is father to the 
deed. Anything that contradicts their 
kumbaya view of how society ought 
to be shouldn't be allowed to be at all. 

So mass immigration is to be 
encouraged because everyone gets 
on with everyone else in the world, 
unless they are horrible white racists. 
Islamic extremism can be dealt with 
by disempowering the West, because 
Islamic extremism was caused by 
western crimes. Men are women if 
they say they are, because everyone 
can be whatever they want to be. 

The progressive world is a fantasy 
bubble of illusion and self-deception. 
In America, those inside it refused to 
accept that their policies were 
catastrophically failing the country. 
That's why they got Trump 1 and 
may now get Trump 2. 

In France, the Macronistas 
believed that only bigots and fascists 
were opposed to the mass 
immigration of people who despised 
French and western culture and who 
were determined to destroy it. 

And the rise of Farage — who will 
goad Labour no less than the Tories 
— has been fuelled by similarly 
destructive fantasies about “white 
privilege", men with cervixes and an 
uninterrupted net-zero power supply. 

Populists may lie to the public, 
they may be variously cynical or 
opportunistic or people who enjoy 
strangling kittens. But however 
flawed they may be, they connect 
viscerally with lives as they are lived 
rather than how it might be hoped 
they should be lived. 

The political divide is no longer 
left v right, but fantasists v those who 
inhabit the real world. 


Giles Coren Notebook 


Thick lefty 
losers need 
their own 


OR code 


irginia Woolf's great- 
niece has criticised 
Camden council for 
installing a QR code on a 
statue of Woolf in 
London which visitors are invited to 
scan to find out more about her. And 
can you guess what it is that Camden 
council thinks we need to know? 
Correct. Not that Virginia was a 
Modernist or one of the great 
innovators of the novel form. 
Because the people at Camden don't 
know that. Because they've never 
read a book, only pamphlets. What 
the code tells people is that because 
Woolf was born in the I9th century, 
she thought some things that are 
slightly different from what some 
people think now, probably knew 
people whose grandparents thought 
slavery was OK, told a rude joke 
once when she was about 17, and 
possibly wore fur. 
I applaud this, of course, as long as 
Camden council takes its QR "truth" 


campaign to its logical conclusion 
and places scannable codes on the 
foreheads of all its members that say, 
“Tam a thick lefty bellend intent 
upon the destruction of all that is 
good and beautiful." 


Naruhito escape 


am had to be in Oxford on 
5 Friday for a quiz competition at 
the Exam Schools, so I thought 
Td take him up myself, as it 
had been a while — 33 
years, in fact — since I'd 
last walked through 
those doors, this being 
my first time without a 
gown on. I walked him 
through the echoey 
entrance hall and up the 
wide, shallow stairs 
that I trod with such 
high dread in the 
spring of 1991, 
pointing out the bogs 
on the right, on the 
half landing, where I 
went to smoke a fag 
between each essay, 
the patch I stared at 
on the ceiling above 
my allocated desk ... 
and he could not have 
given less of a toss. 
"That was my first- 
year girlfriend's 
bedroom; I said 
afterwards, as we 


strolled the long way round to the 
station, indicating the window in the 
little bridge over Logic Lane. But he 
didn't look up. “And that’s where my 
favourite kebab van parked. And 
that’s Hertford College, where my 
third-year girlfriend lived. And that’s 
All Souls, which was founded by 
Henry VI to commemorate the dead 
of the Hundred Years’ War. And 
that's the King’s Arms, where ...” 
“What are all the police for?” Sam 
asked, waking from his doze. 
“I don't know,” I said. “I imagine 
it’s because of all these crusties in 
tents camped around the Radcliffe 
Camera, smoking skunk and 
pretending to give a damn about 
Palestine.” And turning to one 
of the dozens of beefy 
* —. plod, I said, "Isn't that 
right officer?" 
A “No, sir,” he said. 
= “It’s for the 


^X Emperor of 
^ Japan." 
“Ha ha ha,” 
A QA |) I said. “Nice 
~~ one. But 
^ seriously, do 
j - they cause a lot 
of trouble? 
— Protest is all very 
well but ...” 

“Dad!” hissed Sam, 
elbowing me in the ribs 
and nodding in the direction 
of the Sheldonian, where a 


\ Jj 


well-dressed Japanese couple were 
crossing the road while pedestrians 
(themselves at least 50 per cent 
Japanese, as is generally the way 
in Oxford in summer) were briefly 
held back. 

“My first emperor!” said Sam. 
“Turns out Oxford isn’t the most 
boring place in the world after all.” 


Give dads a chance 


hy is what Prince William 
was doing at the Taylor 
Swift gig called “dad 


dancing”? Personally, I don’t dance 
now and never have, for I consider it 
to be a low form of self-expression 
for primitive people, and as 
unwelcome an open show of 
animalism as public nudity, back- 
alley widdling or street fornication. 
So I am not in a position to gauge 
how having had children would 
make one’s efforts at it inherently 
more risible. But clearly it is from the 
same lexicon as “dad trainers”, “dad 
bod” and “dad joke” — part of this 
strange, inverted world where a man 
of a certain age who is living a 
conventional lifestyle and doing his 
best for his family is perceived to be 
essentially pathetic and laughable. 
Imagine if Camden council put a 
QR code on me. “This man is a 
father,” it would say. “Such things 
were once considered OK. But we 
apologise for his presence here and 
are working hard to get rid of him.” 


Labour's plans for 
rail require taking 
on the unions 
Tony Lodge 


n an exchange that went largely 
unreported in May, Mick Lynch, 
the general secretary of the RMT 
union, called the country's most 
popular train companies 
"parasites". He argued, before the 
Commons transport select committee, 
that private, unsubsidised train 
services, known as "open access", 
somehow leech off other operators. 

The language Lynch chose to use 
caused some MPs to label it 
inappropriate, which he rejected. It is 
also perhaps surprising because there 
are RMT members who work for 
open access train companies; so are 
they parasites? The remark is 
arguably a grim portent for a new 
Labour government. Labour rightly 
thinks open access train competition 
works well and that Lynch is wrong. 
But for how long? 

The rail unions think they can 
smell victory. Labour has pledged to 
introduce a new Railways Act if it 
wins the election and intends to allow 
open access companies to continue 
running trains alongside those under 
the new Great British Railways brand. 
But what if the unions fight it? Will 
ministers stand firm? 

Appearing alongside Lynch at the 
May 14 hearing and in much 
agreement was Mick Whelan, the 
general secretary of the train drivers' 
union Aslef. Last month the Electoral 
Commission declared that the union 
had given the Labour Party £100,000. 

The latest statistics help explain the 
challenge facing the railways. In the 
year to the end of March, revenue 
from passengers was £10.3 billion, 
only 82 per cent of the £127 billion 
generated in 2019-20, before Covid. 
This is despite the total number of 
journeys being made recovering to 93 
per cent. Importantly, on the route 
between London King’s Cross, the 
northeast and Scotland, where three 
open access operators compete with 
the state-run LNER, all the operators 
have fully recovered and are growing. 

The key to a successful railway is 
delivering more services in line with 
demand. We need key changes made 
to railway timetables so that 
underused London commuter 
services, especially on Fridays, are 
removed and these “ghost train" slots 
given to high-demand, faster, long- 
distance services. We need a seat 
utilisation study to show which slots 
endure low demand and in effect 
block out other more popular services, 
such as open access. Any claim that 
the railways are full must be robustly 
challenged. Why would rail planners 
allow underused train slots to block 
high demand and popular ones? 
Particularly when the annual rail 
subsidy stands at £4 billion. 

If Labour wins on Thursday it must 
ignore the threats and bluster from the 
rail unions. A successful demand-led 
model is in the interests of the railway, 
the customer and the taxpayer. 


Tony Lodge is a research fellow at the 
Centre for Policy Studies 
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Why do we always glorify the tortured soul? 


From celebrities to politicians, suffering is prized above resilience and complaint above a plan to put things right 


Laura 

Freeman 
n Friday night, after a 
roast chicken traybake, I 
settled down to watch 
season three of Michelin- 
starred misery-fest 

The Bear. 


Jeremy Allen White is certainly 
compelling as chef Carmen “Carmy” 
Berzatto. Hangdog eyes, haunted 
pallor, racked over his rack of lamb. 
Carmy is brilliant but tormented; 
driven but obsessive; selfish but 
incapable of taking care of himself. 
Friendships falter, relationships 
collapse, all is sacrificed in pursuit of 
the perfect pistachio cannoli. It's 
good goggle-box fodder, but why do 
we glorify the tortured soul? 

Practically every TV show I've 
watched since my teens has had a 
neurotic, depressive, bad-boy-magnet 
heroine at its heart: Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer, Sex and the City, Grey's 
Anatomy, Skins, Fleabag. "What's your 
damage?" as they used to say on 
Buffy. Damage was glamorous. The 
depths of despair — with great hair. 

In my twenties, I overdosed on 
Virginia Woolf — troubled idol of 
young, wan literary ladies. I read all 
her novels, her letters in six volumes, 


her diaries in five. I read Rosamond 
Lehmann (dreamy, doomy, half- 
starved, love-stoned girls in London 
bedsits) and Jean Rhys (similar, but 
in Paris). I never got the Sylvia Plath 
bug but I have friends who read The 
Bell Jar like a sacred text. 

My generation watched the 
disintegration of Amy Winehouse, 
consumed (even if we didn't consume 
much else) fashion magazines that 
lauded the size-zero “Zoe-bots”, the 
wasted, emaciated female stars of the 
Noughties, witnessed many iterations 
of the celebrity “hot mess” meltdown 
and styled ourselves after the “manic 
pixie dream girl" of indie-flick fame 
with wild eyes, unbrushed hair and 
never a thought for the January 31 
tax deadline. 


I have winced through 
the leaders debates of 
the past few weeks 


Now theres Sally Rooney, with her 
drifting, listless, inevitably skinny, 
virtually indistinguishable leading 
ladies. Anguish equals cool. 

More than cool, anguish has 
become a mark of authenticity. I 
have winced through the leaders’ 
debates of the past few weeks as 
Rishi Sunak and Sir Keir Starmer 
have been called on to emote and 
empathise and nod mournfully along 


to the woes of the world, or at any 
rate of those of the studio audience. 
Anyone in the public eye must show 
vulnerability, share trauma, dredge 
up parental misfortune and 
childhood privation. But it's aptitude 
not angst I want in a prime minister. 
A competent, confident chap or 
chapette who beetles through their 
red boxes and keeps on top of the 
brief. Conscientious, yes. Consumed 
by doubts and fears, no. 

Its not just uncool to be cheerful, 
it's a bit, well ... common. Misery is 
rarefied, elite, special. It singles you 
out. Once, inertia and ennui were 
indulgences of the relatively leisured 
classes and something of that sheen 
of moneyed dysfunction remains. 
Rolling your sleeves up, getting the 
job done, good humour, hard graft 
and grit all sound suspiciously like 
the qualities you find on the factory 
floor, down the mines or in the pub. 
Introspection, brooding and fleeting 
flashes of genius have a more 
"intellectual" ring. High brows are 
furrowed in thought, while low 
brows crease in laughter at the 
cheap joke. 

We prize the precious and take for 
granted the robust. Submit two 
manuscripts of comparable style 
and flair, each with a female 
protagonist — one smiley and 
sunny-side-up, one sulky and languid 
— to a publisher and I would put 
good money on the first being 


marketed as chick-lit and the second 
as literary fiction. 

Perhaps you will say: 'twas ever 
thus. That Oedipus and Orpheus had 
more pull and power than the can- 
do, muscle-man Hercules bashing 
through 12 labours in the time it took 
for a Hellenic indie-boy to tune his 
harp. You might point out that we 
remember Shakespeare for Hamlet 
and Lear, not Bottom and Benedick, 
and that Goethe’s The Sorrows of 
Young Werther caused an outbreak 


On Instagram it has 
become a sort of boast 
to say you are ‘broken 


of “Werther Fever” among European 
softbois of the 1770s who dressed 
Werther-style and even attempted 
copycat Werther suicides. Hedda 
Gabler has survived to be revived by 
generation after generation of 
theatre directors, while farces of the 
1890s have fallen by the wayside. 

Of course we are drawn to drama 
but what is fine for fiction is not so 
welcome in real life. We have 
become too hooked on the troubled 
past and the agonised present. From 
celebrity interviews to election 
hustings, we seem to prize sensitivity 
above common sense, suffering over 
resilience, complaint over a plan to 
put things right. 


I won't pretend I’ve never been 
low. I have. I’ve been wretched, I’ve 
been lost and I haven't known how 
to even begin pulling myself up by 
my bootstraps. This isn’t about 
denying depression — horribly real 
for all sorts of people, for all sorts of 
reasons — or dismissing the body 
blows that life sometimes deals. 

I'm talking instead about 
perception and language and the 
uncomfortable sense that being 
damaged somehow has more cachet 
than being whole and hale and 
hearty. On Instagram, it has become 
a sort of boast to say you are 
“broken” by work, by commuting, by 
sleepless nights with a baby. 
Battered, sure, but not, I hope, 
actually, irreparably, broken. 

Looking back on my twenties I 
wish I'd read a bit less Woolf and a 
bit more Barbara Pym, with her 
persevering women of sound middle 
age facing life's trials with quiet 
fortitude and only the occasional sob 
over a lone boiled egg. I wish that 
coping had been marketed half so 
effectively and seductively as being a 
hot mess in a white vest. 

I wish, in public life, we valued the 
battle-hardened a bit more and the 
walking wounded, hearts still 
copiously bleeding, a lot less. 


Laura Freeman is chief art critic 


Hugo Rifkind is away 
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letters@thetimes.co.uk or by post to 
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1 London Bridge Street, London SEI 9GF 


Trust at No10 


Sir, Further to the correspondence on 
standards in public life (letters, Jun 
24-27), there are three changes the 
next prime minister should make to 
restore the integrity of the No 10 
private office. 

The principal private secretary 
(PPS) to the prime minister must be 
the best person for the job, rather 
than, as has been the case in recent 
years, the PPS from the PM5 previous 
post. Anyone too close to the PM 
cannot provide entirely impartial 
advice; this failure was one of the 
reasons for the parties scandal. 

The disproportionate level of 
“churn” in key No 10 posts must be 
tackled. Since 2016 we have had five 
prime ministers. But we have also had 
11 chiefs of staff and six PPSs. Such 
high turnover does nothing to 
enhance stability or to bring the 
benefit of corporate memory to 
decision making. 

Finally, there should be a reset in 
terms of the balance of the number of 
civil servants and special advisers in 
No 10. Sixty years ago, Harold 
Macmillan employed one political 
adviser in No 10. At the last count 
Rishi Sunak had 41. The new PM 
should aim to reduce that number by 
about half. He should also enforce the 
agreement that each cabinet minister 
should have only two special advisers. 

Such changes would help restore 
integrity and trust. 

Alun Evans 

Head of strategic communication, 
No 10 Downing Street, 1998-2000 
London SEIO 


Late postal votes 


Sir, The fact that thousands of people 
who applied for postal votes may not 
receive them (“Postal voters can ask 
for replacements", Jul 1) was entirely 
predictable from the moment a 
general election was called for the 
start of the summer at a time when 
the postal service is unreliable. If you 
have not received your voting pack, 
the advice is to collect it from your 
local council office. This would be 
impractical for the vast majority of 
people. Why would they have applied 
for a postal vote in the first place? 
People may be disenfranchised and 
the results of marginal constituencies 
influenced as a consequence of this 
complacency by the state. 

Gordon Lethbridge 

Sherborne, Dorset 


Letters to The Times must be exclusive 
and may be edited. Please include a full 
address and daytime telephone number. 
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The Times takes 


Encouraging Tory MPs to show right qualities 


Sir, David Andrew Rees and others 
(comment, Jun 29; letters, Jun 28, 29 
& Jul I) are puzzled about what to do 
when they can no longer support the 
party of a good local MP. The Tory 
party has, by the behaviour of its 


members and MPs, lost the legitimacy : 
to govern. To choose Boris Johnson as : 
: voting for other parties might reflect 
: on TH Whites remark: “We cannot 
: build the future by avenging the past.” : 
: Geoffrey Preston 
: London SW6 


its leader was but one of many low 
points, but it is not just the Johnson 
era that was disastrous. 

The Conservatives called the EU 
referendum, dividing the nation, 
worsening the position of the party 
itself, internally and externally, and 
seriously worsening the UK's 
international relationships and trade. 

They caved in to the right-wing 
populist nonsense of Nigel Farage 
and his acolytes. In this election they 


Tory party should learn that it needs 
to stand up for what it believes rather 
than pander to the right (or left, for 
that matter). You cannot outdo 
extremists by trying to adopt their 
position. They will always say you 
have not gone far enough and label 
you an impostor. The answer is to 
vote for whichever candidate is most 
likely to beat the previous Tory “good 
local MP" who, defeated but lesson 
learnt, would if truly good, help to 


Le Pen and the rich 


Sir, The victory of Marine Le Pens 
hard-right National Rally in the first 
round of the French parliamentary 
election (“French right humiliates 
Macron’, news, Jul l) has been 
welcomed by French business, which 
feared the policies of the left-wing 
New Popular Front. These included 
scrapping President Macron’s pension 
reforms, which raised the retirement 
age to 64, increasing the minimum 
wage, public sector pay and state 
benefits, and introducing a wealth tax. 
These hardly represent a Bolshevik- 
style revolution but seem to have 
panicked much of the bourgeoisie. 
Le Pen’s win met with headlines 
about a stock market surge and a 
strengthening euro. The French rich 
ask themselves whether their money 
is safe when they should be asking 
whether the ethnic minorities 
scapegoated by National Rally are 
safe. The answer is no. It is shameful 
that less than a month after the 
ceremonies in France for D-Day’s 
80th anniversary, voters are giving 
the hard right the chance of power. 
Sasha Simic 
London N16 


: re-establish a party whose MPs stand 
: clearly in the tradition of Edmund 

: Burke, honesty, truth and justice. 

: David Brock 

: Fowlmere, Cambs 


Sir, Those whose anger with the 
Conservatives leads them to consider 


: Sir, Your leading article on the Liberal 
: Democrats (“Muddled Middle", Jul 1) 

: sounded rather desperate. Your claim 

: that spending money on renewable 

: energy and home insulation would 

: not create jobs in Britain because heat : 
will reap the whirlwind from that. The : 
: from China makes no sense. It seems 
: to assume that heat pumps and wind 
: farms install themselves. More 

: seriously, your claim that the 

: potential economic and fiscal gains 

: from rejoining the European single 

: market would be outweighed by loss 

: of regulatory sovereignty ignores the 
: terms of the trade and co-operation 

: agreement between the UK and the 

: EU, which already commits the UK 

: not to weaken or reduce its levels of 


pumps would need to be imported 


Parents v teachers 


Sir, The hostility from parents to 
teachers (news, Jul 1) is in part due to 
a denial of failure on the part of 
parents, who have abrogated all 
educational responsibilities. Teachers 
are a soft target. One parent asked me 
why I didn't set homework. When I 
showed them the work I had set 
online, they asked why their child 
wasn't doing it, and suggested that if I 
punished them at school, they would 
work at home. I pointed out that it 
was not me that lived with them. To 
my relief, they acknowledged this, 
and I suggested that we work 
together in order to help their child 
succeed. Only by honest 
communication can teachers and 
parents heal this rift. Putting the 
parent in the shoes of the teacher is 
essential. 

Ben Wolfin 

London NW7 


Sir, Children are at school for about 
12-15 per cent of the year. This is the 
amount of time schools have to do 
everything expected of them, to add 
value to every pupil's life and to solve 
everyone’s problems. It's an 


: labour, social and environmental 

: protection or to engage in many types 
: of subsidy. And your complaint that 

: the Lib Dems have changed their 

: position on the nuclear deterrent to 

: one of which you approve seems, to 

: say the least, churlish. 

: David Howarth 

: (Liberal Democrat MP 2005-10) 

: Cambridge 


: Sir, One of Keir Starmer's promises to 
: voters is that he will “relight the fire 

: of optimism". Perhaps a first step is to 
: stop referring to “ordinary working 

: people”. The dictionary definition of 

: “ordinary” stresses “no special or 

: distinctive features” and 

: “commonplace”, neither of which is 


particularly encouraging and at worst 


: is rather patronising when applied to 
: people. Like Mr Starmer, I am from a 
: poorer background but like millions 

: in the same situation, neither we nor 
: our neighbours saw ourselves as 

: ordinary. Across society there are 

: extraordinary people doing 

: extraordinary things, many of whom 
: Mr Starmer must have met on his 

: travels, so why does he label the less 
: wealthy as ordinary? 

: Stan Duxbury 

: Chester 


increasingly impossible task as 
expectations continue to grow. No 
wonder everyone is so unhappy. 
Andrew Fielder 

Truro, Cornwall 


Sir, It is hardly surprising that there is 
a dearth of people who want to train 
to be teachers. As one myself, I find 
that I have become a counsellor and 
advice worker too. 

Rachel Watson 

Bearwood, West Midlands 


Biden's future 


Sir, It’s too late to drop President 
Biden now (news, leading article, Jun 
29; letters, Jun 29 & Jul 1). He needs 
to perform a presidential version of 
Charlton Hestons role in El Cid. 

Just as Heston rallied his supporters 
by riding his horse into battle, so 
Biden can get the Democrats over the 
line in November. The crucial thing is 
to stop Trump: he’s a dictator who 
will put the liberal democratic world 
in jeopardy. Biden, job heroically 
done, could then step down early 
next year. 

John O’Brien 

Richmond, Surrey 


HOW TO GET 
VALUE FROM 
THE SALES 


FROM THE TIMES JULY 2, 1924 


use of the sales that to consider 
them from the point of view of 
changing fashions is perhaps 
opportune. Much of the money 
annually spent on dress changes 
hands during the two great sale 
months of the year, January and 
July, and of this a great part is spent 
carelessly. With a little thought for 
the trend of fashion money so spent 
will do better service. 

It is safe to predict that there will 
be little change in line: at present 
the tubular, or cigarette, outline, as 
it is unflatteringly called, prevails. 


: Any tendency to a change is rather to 
: an even tighter and slimmer look, 

: which will menace the comfort of 

: those who indulge in the pleasures of 
: the table. The tunic straight to the 

: knee with a tight skirt showing under 
: itis one expression of the “hungry” 

: line. The waist, where it may appear, 

: is a hip line: the flat back and the flat 
: front persist. 

So many women of all degrees make : 
: variety are worth buying at the sales. 

: Not of many of them are put into sale 
: stock because the best can always be 

: sold at their original prices, and the 

: opportunity to secure a tailored 

: model made for copying and perfectly 
: cut should be taken, provided that 

: drastic alteration is not needed. Plain 
: tailor-made suits have been at their 

: best this year, and many of them have 
: their own material very skilfully used 
: in trimming. Any costume with 

: trimming of any other kind (unless 

: perhaps braiding) or embroidery or 

: any eccentricity should be left 


Plain tailor-made suits of the classic 


: severely alone. Well-tailored tweed 
: suits suitable for Scotland are worth 
: having, but any in other than 

: "protective" colourings should be 

: left to those who are looking for 

: bargains, rather than practical 

: buying. There will not be so many 

: knitted suits worn in Scotland, to 

: judge by what has been seen in the 
: spring. The knitted suit and the 

: bouclette type of costume and dress 
: are not as fashionable as they were, 
: and the finest type of homespun is 

: coming back into favour. 


Beaded frocks are likely to 


: continue in fashion, as the added 

: weight gives an advantage in the 

: hang of a gown, but there are many 

: pitfalls. Bead gowns which have 

: been shown a good deal usually lose 
: some of their beads, and once these 

: have begun to fall, like the leaves of 

: autumn, they continue to do so. 
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A church revival 


Sir, How right Emma Thompson is 
(“The Church of England can't blame 
social media for its failings”, 
comment, Jun 28). As one active at 
parish level for the past 40 years, I 
endorse much of what she writes. It is 
the laity who keep the rural church 
going: managing parish activities, 
leading worship, funding the buildings 
and so on. Two years ago a recently 
retired Anglican priest moved here. 
He is leading our five-church benefice 
on a reduced salary and with 
compassion and enthusiasm; he visits 
parishioners, actually seeming to 
enjoy his fellow men, works far 
beyond his stated hours and brings 
joy. What a pleasure it has been after 
years of often lacklustre ministry. The 
sad thing is that the powers that be 
seemingly cannot see this is the only 
way to go if the church is to survive as 
a Christian denomination. 

Murray Naylor 

Bulmer, York 


Diet and obesity 


Sir, While Professor Shaheen’s 
criticism (letter, Jul 1) of Professor 
Tim Spector's Zoe dietary advice 
(Weekend, Jun 29) is well-founded, 
the equating of poor nutrition and 
obesity with deprivation is not. I, 
along with millions of others, got 
through the Second World War on a 
diet very much cheaper (relatively) 
than today, which was probably near- 
optimum for the population. We were 
not obese either. The problem seems 
to be poor culinary skills, perhaps 
due to the lack of education or just 
poor parenting. 

Dr Ian Clements 

Hove, West Sussex 


Spin of the wheel 


Sir, Jack Gillespie probably has a valid 
point about the inconsistencies of 
assessments by driving test centres 
(letters, Jun 29). However, contextual 
factors may also be relevant. I took, 
and failed, my first driving test in the 
busy city of Swansea built on steep 
hills with complex road systems. I 
passed my next driving test in the 
sleepy rural town of Whitchurch, 
Shropshire, which at the time had 
only one set of traffic lights and with 
hardly any complex traffic other than 
a cow in front of me being patiently 
led to market. 

Dr Barry Johnson 

Sheffield 


Hottest game 


Sir, If Kevin Maher “barely breaks a 
sweat" playing padel (Times 2, Jul 1), 
he needs to, a) Take some padel 
lessons and, b) Find new opponents. 
Having played tennis for 50 years, I 
have found padel to be a revelation. 
There is nothing to beat it for 
intensity, subtlety and sheer high 
octane (and very sweaty) fun. 
Danny Moar 

Bath 


Arresting response 


Sir, Years ago I attended a meeting 
hosted by Barbara Castle, at the time 
a government minister (letters, 

Jun 29). An audience member 
protesting at one of her policies 
shouted: "You are turning this 
country into a police state" Quickly 
she responded: "Arrest that man!" The 
audience found it very funny. 

Shaun Heffernan 

Clitheroe, Lancs 
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Leading articles 


Daily Universal Register 


UK: The King and Queen travel to Scotland 
for the annual Royal Week; Henley Royal 
Regatta and the RHS Hampton Court 
Palace horticultural show both begin. 


ae sm 
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Nature notes 


Next time you see a 
fly about a 
centimetre long 

$ perched on a sunny 
fence post or the leg 
of a picnic table, its 
head pointing down, 
don't swat it — give it a second look. If its 
body is narrow and orange it could be a 
predatory species that glories in the 
common name of the downlooker snipe-fly, 
which as well as being descriptive is 
extremely fun to say. There are 15 species of 
snipe-fly in the UK and they look very 
similar, but the downlookers are the most 
common and can be found in the widest 
range of habitats. They're not interested in 
biting humans; they keep lookout, then 
catch smaller insects in flight — including 
pesky gnats and mosquitoes. 

MELISSA HARRISON 


Birthdays today 


m T Lord (Kenneth) Clarke 
go” ` “ of Nottingham, pictured, 
A MP for Rushcliffe (1970- 
AT A 2019), lord chancellor 
or and justice secretary 
(2010-12), 84; Dame 
4 Elizabeth Anionwu OM, 
r; 4 i d professor of nursing, 
University of West London (1997-2007), 77; 
Prof Dame Madeleine Atkins, president, 
Lucy Cavendish College, Cambridge, chief 
executive, Higher Education Funding 
Council for England (2014-18), 72; Prof 
Richard Axel, molecular biologist, Nobel 
prizewinner (2004), 78; Mark Billingham, 
writer, the Tom Thorne crime novel series, 
63; Pete Briquette, musician, the Boomtown 
Rats and Bob Geldof's band, 70; Rachel 
Brown-Finnis, footballer, England (1997- 
2013), 44; Sir Brian Clarke, painter and 
stained-glass artist, 71; Larry David, writer, 
TV producer and actor, Seinfeld (1989-96), 
Curb Your Enthusiasm (2000-24), 77; Carl 
“the Cobra" Froch, boxer, four-time super- 
middleweight world champion, now 
commentator, 47; Jerry Hall, model and 
actress, Batman (1989), 68; Peter Kay, 
comedian, Peter Kay's Car Share (2015-20), 
51; Mark Kermode, film critic, 61; Dame Sue 
Langley, chairwoman, Gallagher UK 
(business insurance, risk management and 
consulting services), 61; Lindsay Lohan, 
actress, The Parent Trap (1998), 38; Lord 
(James) Mackay of Clashfern, former lord 
advocate and lord chancellor, 97; Sir 
Ferdinand Mount, author and journalist, 
editor, Times Literary Supplement (1991- 
2002), 85; Lord (David) Owen, foreign 
secretary (1977-79), 86; Dee Palmer, 
musician, Jethro Tull, 87; Bryan Redpath, 
rugby union player, Scotland (1993-2003), 
53; Margot Robbie, actress, Barbie (2023) 34; 
Tim Rodber, rugby union player, England 
(1992-99), 55; Danny Rose, footballer, 
Watford FC (2021-22) and England (2016- 
19), and pundit, 34; Baroness (Tina) Stowell 
of Beeston, chairwoman, Charity 
Commission (2018-21), leader of the House 
of Lords and Lord Privy Seal (2014-16), 57. 


On this day 


In 1964 the US president Lyndon Johnson 
signed the Civil Rights Act, prohibiting 
discrimination based on race, colour, 
religion, sex or national origin. 


The last word 


“An election is coming. Universal peace is 
declared, and the foxes have a sincere interest 
in prolonging the lives of the poultry.” 
George Eliot, novelist, Felix Holt (1866) 


Sick Man of Europe 


A once supremely confident French president emerges as the main loser from his 
reckless national election: Macrons power is ebbing away 


President Macron has lost control of the political 
game in France. That much became glaringly 
obvious at the National Assembly elections on 
Sunday, a snap vote called by Mr Macron in a rash 
attempt to expose the weaknesses and divisions of 
the hard-right party National Rally. The result of 
the first round of voting placed Mr Macrons 
centrist bloc a dismal third, a long way behind 
Marine Le Pens National Rally and the left-wing 
alliance New Popular Front. 

A second, clinching round of voting on July 7 
should indicate how far the political centre has 
collapsed. Mr Macron will continue as French 
president until 2027 But all the options opening in 
front of him — a possible absolute majority by the 
National Rally (RN) awkwardly cohabiting with 
the president, a RN minority government, a hung 
parliament, an ad hoc technocratic team put 
together by the president — are testimony to Mr 
Macrons strategic blunder. France, a member of 
the G7, a Nato partner, and host in only a matter 
of weeks to the Paris Olympics, has been beached 
by a man who believed himself to be the embodi- 
ment of a modern style of statesmanship. 

The gambit was not particularly subtle. Mr 
Macron, his bloc having been trounced in Euro- 
pean elections, sought to do not only France but 


the whole of Europe a service by exposing the 
inadequacies of the hard right challenge to cen- 
trist democracy. His model has been to take com- 
mand ofthe progressive centre ground and margi- 
nalise the extremes of left and right. In the 2017 
presidential election he had beaten Ms Le Pen by 
a wide margin, outpointing her in debate and 
painting her as a political dinosaur. But her come- 
back has since been secured by the newfound trust 
of those in the provinces, stranded by globalisa- 
tion and seething with resentment about the arro- 
gance of rule from Paris. Local communities with 
patchy bus services and fewer home doctors feel 
abandoned by the Republic. 

Mr Macron is now paying the price for this and 
other unpopular measures such as the raising of 
the pension age. The National Rally, however, has 
subtly moved from being a churlish protest party 
into a mainstream presence. It won between 10 
and 12 million votes on Sunday and is more crisply 
managed than when the party was essentially an 
instrument of the Le Pen clan. If RN were to form 
a government after July 7, it would probably nomi- 
nate Ms Le Pen’s young lieutenant, Jordan Bardel- 
la, as prime minister. The 28-year-old campaigns 
with the help of his large TikTok following. The 
result: a party whose former leader, Jean-Marie Le 


Pen, once claimed that the Nazi gas chambers 
were a mere detail of history, now recruits many 
women, white collar workers and entrepreneurs. 

Ms Le Pen won the election not just in terms of 
numbers but also new political opportunities. Her 
main aim appears to be to take on the presidency 
of France in 2027 when Mr Macron has to step 
down. Her road to 2027 is about mopping up 
power in parliament and boxing whoever could 
be offered as a centrist presidential candidate. 
Potential successors to Mr Macron, the man once 
styled a Jupiter, are lining up in a divided France. 

For the time being Mr Macrons ambition will be 
to erect a cordon sanitaire around Ms Le Pens 
ultra-nationalists and try to form anti-hard right 
coalitions around them. He may calculate that 
only a policy of containment, even with radical 
leftists, can allow him to control unfolding polit- 
ical events until 2027 — the presidential succes- 
sion, the make-up of the National Assembly, and 
Mr Macrons plans for the European Union. But he 
underestimates the damage he has already 
caused. His extravagant promises to arm and train 
Ukraine, his dream of European strategic auto- 
nomy, even British hopes that Mr Macron will take 
back Channel migrants — all these could fall 
victim to a politically wounded president. 


Solving Crime 


Labour's strong stance on offenders is welcome, but deeds not words will be the test 


It was in 1993 that Tony Blair, then the leader of 
the opposition, promised a Labour Party that was 
"tough on crime, tough on the causes of crime". 
That formulation was designed to assuage the 
delicate consciences of activists on the liberal left 
who could not bear to accept the progressive case 
for a hard line on law and order. Three decades on, 
most Britons — whatever their politics — now 
simply want a government that is tough on crime. 
While the Conservative governments of the 
past 14 years do in part have a good story to tell — 
violent crime in England and Wales, for instance, 
fell by 28 per cent over the last year for which 
records are available, and overall crime has fallen 
toitslowestlevel on record — voters can be forgiv- 
en for complaining of a lawless country. 
Offences involving knife crime and firearms are 
up, as is antisocial behaviour. So lax is the police 
response to shoplifting that the act has in effect 
been decriminalised, and rose by almost a third to 
over 400,000 offences a year. £2.3 billion in fraud 
was perpetrated in 2023, and 90 per cent of all 
crimes went unsolved. Fewer than two per cent of 
reported rapes end in convictions. Tough on 


crime? Selectively quoted statistics rarely con- 
vincethe publicto distrust their own eyes and ears. 

Yvette Cooper, who will be Sir Keir Starmer's 
home secretary by the end of this week if the 
opinion polls are correct, was right to speak of a 
"declining respect for law and order", and a "feel- 
ing that the police are no longer on the streets ... 
that no one comes and nothing is done" in an in- 
terview with The Times yesterday. Much of what 
she proposes by way of solutions is sensible and 
overdue, not leastthe scrapping of rules that allow 
shoplifters to escape meaningful punishment if 
thevalue ofthe goods they steal is under £200, and 
anew criminal offence to mete out proper punish- 
ment to thugs who assault shopkeepers. 

Ms Cooper also promises a more "active" 
approach from central government to crime and 
policing. In legislation to be introduced in Sir 
Keir's first Kings Speech on July 17, she would 
introduce a new police performance and stan- 
dards unit in the Home Office. It would hold all 43 
chief constables in England and Wales account- 
ablefor their serviceto the public and put national 
vetting guidelines for miscreant officers, at 


present voluntary, on a statutory footing. If real- 
ised, Labour's promise of 80 new specialist rape 
courts and dedicated investigation units for sex 
crimes in every local force would go some way to 
reassuring female victims of crime. 

These are worthy ambitions that do voters the 
ultimate service oftreating their concerns as legit- 
imate, not denying them. What is far from obvi- 
ous, however, is how Labour intends to pay for 
them. It proposes to fund 13,000 more police and 
community support officers, for instance, with 
unspecified efficiency savings. At a time of record 
backlogs in the justice system, redirecting judges 
to new courts dealing with sexual offences may 
have unintended consequences for other crimes. 
Nor has Sir Keir offered anything resembling a 
clear answer on the crisis of overcrowding in pris- 
ons beyond a long-term commitment to expand- 
ingthe places available — which a Labour govern- 
ment will need if it is serious about robust punish- 
ment. Soon, however, it will be his ministers who 
must decide which criminals to release, and when. 
However encouraging their words in opposition, 
their deeds in government will be the ultimate test. 


Rowing Blues 


Henley Regattas athletes will have to compete with scandalously dirty water 


Today, in a tradition dating back to 1839, thou- 
sands of garishly dressed spectators, international 
Olympic athletes and amateur public-school 
oarsmen will descend upon Henley-on-Thames 
for the start of its annual six-day regatta. There, 
some 400 head-to-head races will be staged on the 
serene stretch of the Thames known as the Henley 
Mile, where crews will compete with one another, 
and for the often distracted attention of bank-side 
revellers in the Stewards’ Enclosure. 

Underlying the idyllic scene, however, is a dirti- 
er truth. Fears are growing that Henley’s waters 
are so filthy they may pose a threat to visitors. 


Tests performed by the Henley and Marlow River 
Action Group, a voluntary body of citizen scien- 
tists, revealed hazardous levels of E. coli in the river 
as a result of an overflow pipe that Thames Water 
usesto dischargeuntreated sewage into the water- 
way. Nearly half of the samples indicated water 
quality falling short of Environment Agency stan- 
dards: two weeks ago, concentrations of E. coli 
bacteria were found to be 27 times higher than a 
level typically considered “poor”. 

Once again, the insalubrious state of Britain's 
waterways will demand special precautions. The 
regatta's organisers have warned athletes to cover 


cuts, vigilantly clean equipment, and avoid swal- 
lowing river water while competing (something 
easier said than done). As at the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge boat race in March, there will be a ban on 
the tradition of throwing the boat's cox into the 
water after a race. The need for such joyless edicts 
is further evidence of the damage done by routine 
dumping of effluent into UK waters, a scandalous 
practice highlighted by this paper's Clean It Up 
campaign. Harsher sanctions and legal penalties 
for culpable water companies must be introduced, 
if Henley's oarsmen are not again to be left up the 
proverbial creek without a paddle. 
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Macron: Vote for left 


if 1 


France 


Adam Sage Paris 
Oliver Moody Berlin 


President Macron has called on his 
increasingly divided centrist camp to 
back leftist candidates in parliament- 
ary elections to prevent the "extreme 
right" from securing power in France. 

Macrons call followed the historic 
victory of Marine Le Pens populist 
National Rally in the first round of the 
snap parliamentary elections that he 
himself triggered. 

The Rally won an unprecedented 
33.15 per cent of the vote, ahead of the 
left-wing New Popular Front coalition 
on 2799 per cent. Ensemble, Macron's 
centrists, scored a meagre 20.04 per 
cent. 

A total of 9.3 million French people 
voted for the Rally, and a further 1.25 
million for the dissident centre-right 
Republicans who have joined it in an 
alliance dubbed the National Union. 
Never before has the populist right had 
so many votes in a parliamentary 
election in France. 

The result raised the prospect of a 
hard right party taking office in France 
for the first time since the Second 
World War when France was under 
Nazi occupation. That out- 
come would represent a 
seismic shift in the 
French political land- 
scape. 

Giorgia Meloni, 
Italy's populist prime 
minister, welcomed 
the Rally’s 
“success” as a sign 
that attempts to 
stigmatise the 
right were failing. 

Meloni said 
that in France as in 
Italy there was a “con- 
stant attemptto demon- 
ise ... people who don't 
vote for the left. Its a 
trick that serves to 
escape from the debate 
on the merits of different 
political proposals. But it's 
a trick that fewer and 
fewer people fall for". = 
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Marine Le Pen's National Rally won an unprecedented 3315 per cent of the vote 


But Annalena Baerbock, the foreign 
minister of Germany, France’s closest 
ally in the EU, expressed dismay that 
the Eurosceptic Rally had come out on 
top. “It cannot leave anyone cold when 
. a party that sees Europe as the 
problem and not the solution is ahead 
in our closest partner and best friend.” 

She placed the French election in the 
context of disinformation that she said 

was "increasingly hitting France 
and Germany”. She added: 
"There are strategies and net- 
works ... that in some cases have 
been working towards days 
like these for years." 

Donald Tusk, the Polish 
prime minister and former 
» president of the EU 

Council, whose centrist 
coalition ousted the hard 
right when it won a gen- 
eral election in October, 
said populists “like [Presi- 
dent] Putin, money and 
power without control. They 
rule or are reaching for 
power in the east and west of 
Europe”. 

In the face of a populist 
surge in France, Macrons 
camp has split over second 


President Macron with his 
wife Brigitte. The vote leaves 
him isolated 


round tactics amid a debate over whe- 
ther the hard left is as dangerous as the 
populist right. Some ministers believe 
centrist candidates should pull out of 
constituencies where leftwingers have 
a better chance of defeating the Rally. 
Others say radical leftists such as Jean- 
Luc Mélenchon, the leader ofthe hard- 
line France Unbowed party, who has 
been compared to Jeremy Corbyn, are 
just as toxic as the Rally and are urging 
centrist candidates to stay in the race. 

Macron, who is cutting an isolated 
and beleaguered figure following the 
poor showing of Ensemble in the first 
round of the elections, told his minis- 
ters to do everything possible to pre- 
vent a Rally victory. 

"Not a single vote must go to the 
extreme right,” he said, according to 
those present in the cabinet room. 

He implied that the danger to demo- 
cracy came from the populist right 
because unlike the radical left, it had 
genuine hope of taking power. 

“We mustn't get this wrong. It's the 
extreme right which is in the process of 
reaching the highest functions, no one 
else, " he added. Macron reminded 
recalcitrant ministers that left-wing 
voters had facilitated his victory in the 
last two presidential elections by back- 
ing him against Le Pen. 

The message was clear although it is 
being ignored by heavyweight figures 
in his camp, who appear ready to chal- 


will defeat Le Pen 


lenge Macrons authority after his deci- 
sion to call parliamentary elections 
went badly wrong. Edouard Philippe, 
53, his former prime minister, for in- 
stance, called on voters to shun “ex- 
tremists” on both sides of the spectrum, 
effectively placing the right-wing Rally 
and leftist France Unbowed on the 
same plane. 

While the Rally looks likely to 
emerge from the second round of the 
elections on Sunday with the biggest 
number of seats in the National Assem- 
bly, it is unsure of securing an absolute 
majority, according to polling insti- 
tutes. Its chances will be significantly 
affected by the strategy of its oppo- 
nents. In three-horse races, Rally can- 
didates will be well placed to win. In 
two-horse contests, they are more like- 
ly to struggle. 

Le Monde said that at least 122 left- 
wing candidates had withdrawn to help 
centrists beat the Rally. But only 46 
centrists had done so to favour the Left. 

Jordan Bardella, the Rally’s 28-year- 
old chairman and candidate to become 
prime minister, has said he will refuse to 
enter office if he fails to obtain at least 
289 MPs, the threshold required to pass 
legislation without the support of other 
parties. 

He set out to woo the mainstream 
voters he will need if he is to obtain an 
absolute majority in the National As- 
sembly. In an open letter to voters, he 
depicted himself as the guardian of or- 
der in the face of extremist leftwingers 
whom he said represented an “existen- 
tial threat for the French nation”. 

The letter made no mention of En- 
semble, which is being dismissed as an 
irrelevance by the Rally as it seeks to 
cast Sunday's second round as a straight 
contest between itself and the NPF, 
which it claims will introduce “massive” 
tax rises, “open wide the floodgates of 
immigration”, free a fifth of all prisoners 
and provide support for “all those who 
contest our culture”. He said the Left 
was pro-Hamas and antisemitic. 

He said his government would 
reduce taxes, raise living standards, end 
insecurity and restore order “in the 
streets and in public accounts”. 
Emmanuel Macron’s power is 
ebbing away, leading article, page 25 


President is trapped by French political extremes 


Analysis 


or decades 

mainstream parties 

from right and left 

have joined forces 

in the second round 
of French elections to 
prevent the National Rally 
from winning power (David 
Chazan writes). 

But now that President 
Macron’s election gamble 
has backfired and the Rally 
is on course to form the next 
government, his allies face a 
dilemma. If centrist 
candidates withdraw and 
urge supporters to vote 


instead for leftwingers to 
block the Rally, they risk 
ushering the “Corbynite’ 
radical left into power. 

Macron called the 
parliamentary election in 
the hope of stopping 
France’s lurch to extremes, 
but it has had precisely the 
opposite effect. Voters in 
some seats face a choice 
between hard right and 
far left in next Sunday’s run- 
off. 

The Rally’s main 
opponent is the New 
Popular Front, a fractious 
left-wing coalition. It is 
dominated by France 


Unbowed, a far-left party led 
by Jean-Luc Mélenchon, 
who is viewed as a 
dangerous rabble-rouser. 
Many economists believe 
the party’s promises of tax 
cuts and wage increases will 
plunge a heavily indebted 
nation into a Liz Truss-style 
financial crisis. 

Mélenchon, often 
compared to Jeremy 
Corbyn, is unpalatable even 
to moderate Socialists, who 
see his pro-Palestinian 
positions as antisemitic. Like 
Marine Le Pen, he is a Putin 
sympathiser. 

Macron’s camp seems 


unsure of what to do. Some 
of its candidates are pulling 
out in favour of leftwingers, 
others are refusing to do so 
on the grounds that 
Mélenchon is as bad as Le 
Pen. The president's aides 
are studying each 
constituency to identify 
moderates untainted by 
antisemitism or radicalism, 
whom his party could urge 
its supporters to back. His 
candidates would then stand 
down in those places. 
Gabriel Attal, Macron's 
outgoing prime minister, 
who is leading his party's 
campaign, has urged 


supporters not to give “a 
single vote" to the Rally. But 
distrust of the far left runs 
deep in Macron’s camp. 
Bruno Le Maire, his 
outgoing finance minister, 
urged voters to shun France 
Unbowed, which he said was 
a “a danger for the nation, 
just as the National Rally is 
a danger for the [French 
Republic". 

France is polarised as 
never before since the Fifth 
Republic was founded in 
1958, and achieving a united 
front against populists of 
whatever stripe now seems a 
remote prospect. 


housands of ultra- 
orthodox Jews have 
clashed with Israeli police 
in Jerusalem in protests 
over a supreme court 
ruling to begin enlisting the 
community for military service 
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(Gabrielle Weiniger writes). 
Protesters targeted a minister’s 

car during the demonstration on 
Sunday, and five people were 
arrested for attacking the police and 
throwing stones. Water cannon and 
mounted police were brought in to 
disperse the crowd. 

“Stones, objects, planks of wood 
and all types of things were thrown 
at police and security forces in the 
area," a police commander said, 
adding that such people had cast “a 
great stain on the entire ultra- 
orthodox public with their violent 
and dangerous behaviour". 

The supreme court ruled last 
week that ultra-orthodox men must 
be drafted into the Israeli army and 


that the religious seminaries who 
did not comply would have their 
government funding frozen. The 
sect, known as Haredis or God- 
fearing Jews, have previously 
avoided conscription because of a 
decades-old law that allowed them 


to pursue full-time religious studies. 


Yitzhak Goldknopf, the Haredi 
housing minister who was attacked, 
has previously spoken against the 
ruling but letters calling seminary 
students to the draft have begun to 
be sent out. The community wants 
to put pressure on ultra-orthodox 
members of parliament, who make 
up 18 seats of the coalition, to act. 

Some of the signs at the protest 
read "Rather die than enlist" and 
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“We will not join the enemy’s army”. 
Various Haredi sects rallied together 
against the draft at the 
demonstration. 

Rabbi Moshe Tzedaka, head of a 
prominent Jewish seminar in 
Jerusalem, told the crowd that they 
should “not make compromises”. 

A panel of judges ruled 
unanimously that seminary or 
yeshiva students should be subject to 
conscription, citing the nearly nine 
months of war in Gaza, the northern 
front with the Lebanese militia 
Hezbollah and the army’s need for 
more soldiers. 

About 60,000 Haredi citizens are 
eligible to be drafted but the court 
order did not suggest who to recruit 


RONEN ZVULUN/REUTERS; ANADOLU, AHMAD GHARABLI/GETTY IMAGES 


Members of Israel’s 
ultra-orthodox 
community were 
sprayed by officers 
after they took to 
the streets of 
Jerusalem to 
protest against a 
court ruling that 
requires religious 
seminary students 
to be drafted into 
the army. Mounted 
police were called 
in to disperse the 
large crowd of 
Haredis, far left, 
some of whom 
threw objects at 
officers 


or how to do go about it. The 
ruling is the latest rupture in 
Binyamin Netanyahu's government 
but the prime minister is still 
searching for a solution to placate 
his religious cabinet members 
while drafting a minimum number 
of ultra-orthodox men. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
reservists have been called up 
since October, leading to increased 
accusations of inequality in 
sharing the national burden of 
protecting the state. Haredis 
believe they are protecting Israel 
through their study of Torah and 
that any interference would 
corrupt their youth and destroy 
their well-preserved way of life. 


| was forced 
to sew gloves 
for US firm in 
Chinese jail 


China 


Richard Spencer China Correspondent 


An activist is suing an American firm 
claiming that he was forced to sew its 
products while being held as a political 
prisoner, in a case highlighting the 
backlash against western firms out- 
sourcing to China. 

The case, lodged last week in Wis- 
consin, claims that the former prisoner, 
given the pseudonym Xu Lun to protect 
his identity, had to work for 13 hours a 
day in harsh conditions while serving 
five years for activism. He was sewing 
gloves with the brand name Milwaukee 
Tool, a US building supplies firm. 

The firm, founded in Milwaukee in 
1924, was bought in 2005 by the Hong 
Kong conglomerate Techtronic Indus- 
tries, setup by a Germanbillionaire and 
a British-educated local partner. Tech- 
tronic outsources its production to a 
mainland-based company, Shanghai 
Select Safety Products, which is major- 
ity owned by a French manufacturer, 
Coverguard. "It was well known among 
the prisoners and the prison guards that 
the client who had placed the order for 
Milwaukee Tool gloves was Shanghai 
Select,” the claim states. “Shanghai Sel- 
ect was frequently mentioned by the 
prison guards as an important custom- 
er. Shanghai Select also sent represent- 
atives to the prison to monitor produc- 
tion and conduct quality control.” 

Labour standards at Chinese fact- 
ories have been controversial ever since 
western companies began using them 
40 years ago. Many companies use 
Hong Kong auditing firms to ensure 
that they meet basic standards but busi- 
nessmen admit privately that monitor- 
ing is not perfect. 

In the case of Milwaukee Tool, Xu 
Lun is said to be a campaigner for the 
rights of people affected by HIV and 
Aids and other medical conditions and 
to have been jailed for five years for 
"subversion of state power". He was 
sent to Chishan prison in Hunan prov- 
ince, where he worked for 11 to 13 hours 
a day, according to the suit, with only a 
25-minute lunch and ten-minute 
breaks morning and afternoon. 

“The factories had no air condition- 
ing or heating and the prisoners were 
subjected to severe weather condi- 
tions,” the suit says. “Many prisoners 
developed eczema and other skin ail- 
ments in the hot and humid factories. 

“The factories were also laden with 
fabric dust ... This constant exposure to 
dust caused respiratory health issues 
for many ofthe prisoners.” Testimony is 
also provided by another former pris- 
oner not part of the suit: Lee Ming-che, 
a Taiwanese pro-democracy activist 
arrested on the mainland in 2017. 

Milwaukee Tool was forced to defend 
itself against similar claims made last 
year by a congressional committee 
investigating its ties to China. It said it 
had investigated the forced labour alle- 
gations and found them to be untrue. 

“Despite rigorous investigations, 
Milwaukee Tool has found no evidence 
of forced labour in the production of 
our gloves,” a statement to the media in 
Wisconsin said. It said the gloves could 
have been counterfeit: a serious prob- 
lem for businesses operating in China. 
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'Kharkiv is unbreakable' as life 
goes on under missile attacks 


Despite Russian bombs, 
cafés are open, couples 
are getting married 
and homes are for sale, 
Marc Bennetts reports 


The sun was out, the cafés and parks 
were full and everywhere in central 
Kharkiv there were signs of life blos- 
soming. A newly married couple posed 
for photographs; students celebrated 
their graduation, giddy with the pos- 
sibilities that stretched before them. 

The frequent air raid warnings and 
boom of distant shelling, grimly routine 
after more than two years of war, barely 
dented the mood. Not far from the 
bombed-out ruins of the main govern- 
ment building a woman had kicked off 
her shoes, ordered a glass of wine and 
reclined in her seat to read a book. Later 
that evening football fans packed bars 
to watch Ukraine take on Belgium at 
Euro 2024. 

Russia has subjected Kharkiv, 
Ukraine’s second city, to relentless mis- 
sile strikes since 2022, targeting homes, 
shopping centres and civilian infra- 
structure. The attacks intensified after 
Kremlin forces achieved a break- 
through in the region in May and 
Russia began pounding the city with 
dozens of aerial guided bombs. At least 
18 people were killed that month in a 
single attack when two of the powerful 
bombs hit a crowded hypermarket. 

Yet its people refuse to buckle. 


"Kharkiv is unbreakable" read the 


words emblazoned on billboards, 
T-shirts and car bumper stickers across 
this war-torn city 25 miles from the bor- 
der with Russia. “This is the spirit of 
Kharkiv,” Ihor Terekhov, the city's 
mayor, said during an interview in a 
secret reinforced location. “It’s very 
important that Kharkiv lives on, 
despite all the missile attacks." 

The authorities have done every- 
thing they can to try to persuade res- 
idents to stay, cutting taxes for busi- 
nesses and providing free public trans- 
port, as well as free daily meals for 
Kharkiv's most vulnerable. Before the 
invasion the city had a population of 
14 million, which swelled to 2 million 
when students and temporary workers 
from surrounding areas were consid- 


Taras, a 24-year- 
old soldier and 
Yana Maslo, 21, 
married in a 
small ceremony 
despite the 
constant risk of 
attack 


ered. Today the population is slightly 
more than | million. 

Taras and Yana Maslo, who had just 
got married in a small ceremony, insist- 
ed that they saw their future in Kharkiv. 
“We are building a new era,” Taras, a 24- 
year-old soldier, said. “We are going to 
stay in Kharkiv, buy a home and raise 
children. We are not the only ones.” 

Yana, 21, said: “The most important 
thing is to be together and overcome all 
these difficulties. If people stop creat- 
ing families, there will be nothing left.” 

That is clearly President Putin’s plan. 
Hours later a huge explosion shook the 
centre of the city as a missile crashed 
into an industrial zone. No casualties 
were reported but officials barred jour- 
nalists from the scene. On Sunday at 
least one person was killed and nine 


others, including an eight-month-old 
baby, were injured in a bombing of a 
post office terminal. 

Schools have been closed in Kharkiv 
since the start of the invasion and most 
children study online. “It’s been diffi- 
cult to learn when there are explosions 
outside,” Nikita, 17, said as he and his 
friends celebrated the end of their 
exams. “You feel burnt out and apath- 
etic and you don't want to do anything.” 

As Kharkiv prepares for an uncertain 
future, education is gradually moving 
underground. Makeshift classrooms 
have been opened at metro stations 
with plans to open several newly built 
underground schools in September. 

For outsiders such developments 
may seem depressing but for locals they 
are evidence that their city is adapting. 
“When we hear about such things we 
rejoice because for us this is an oppor- 
tunity not to leave our city, not to leave 
our homes and to continue to live here. 
Wejust need to build our lives different- 
ly,” Polina Chernenko, a resident, said. 

This mixture of resilience and resig- 
nation is not unique to Kharkiv. On Fri- 
day, in Dnipro, a city 140 miles south of 
Kharkiv, a Russian rocket hit a block of 
flats destroying several upper floors. 
One person was killed and seven 
injured. Two blocks away people con- 
tinued to sit outside cafés in the sun. 
“We heard the rocket above us before it 
hit,” a waitress said. “But everyone is 
accustomed to the fact that things like 
this happen. This is our reality. We can't 
spend all our lives in bomb shelters." 
Additional reporting by Kateryna 
Malofieieva 


Kanye West 
turning east 
gives Putin a 
publicity coup 


Tom Ball 


Kanye Westis aman who you might say 
has been on a political journey. Once a 
vocal supporter of gay rights and a 
donorto Barack Obamas election cam- 
paign, the rapper has in recent years 
espoused support for the death penalty 
and self-identified as a Nazi. 

Itis perhaps in keeping, then, with his 
current political thinking for West, 47, 
to have spent the weekend in the seat of 
modern-day fascism, taking a trip to 
Moscow for the 40th birthday of the 
fashion designer Gosha Rubchinskiy. 

West, now legally known as Ye, was 
seen admiring Red Square from a view- 
ing platform and taking a yacht out on 
the Moskva river. He stayed at the Four 
Seasons Hotel, where rooms cost up to 
£10,000 a night, outside which fans 
gathered hoping for glimpse of him. 

Announcing his arrival in the capital 
he wrote, “Hello, Moscow,” in Russian, 
at midday local time on Sunday on the 
VKontakte website, Russias state- 
monitored answer to Facebook. 

State media was also eager to pub- 
licise his visit. Tass, the state-run news 
agency, repeated the comments of the 
television presenter Yana Rudkov- 
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A West fan waits outside the £10,000- 
a-night Four Seasons hotel in Moscow 


skaya, who had posted on social media: 
“Kanye West is already in Moscow! 
This is great news, he is staying in the 
heart of the capital.” He is thought to 
have left the country yesterday. 

The unexpected arrival of one of 
America’s most successful recording 
artists is something of a coup for the 
Kremlin, whose roster of supportive 
western celebrities has dwindled since 
the invasion of Ukraine. Among those 
still asscociated with the country is the 
film star Steven Seagal, who now lives 
in Moscow and has been given an 
award by President Putin. The French 
actor Gerard Depardieu, who was 
awarded Russian citizenship in 2013, 
has spoken against the invasion. 

West once described himself as a 
“young Putin". In November 2022 his 
friend and strategic adviser Ameer 
Sudan told Billboard that the artist had 
been seeking a meeting with the Rus- 
sian leader since 2019. At about the 
same time Adidas dropped a partner- 
ship deal with West after he praised 
Adolf Hitler and denied the Holocaust. 


FSB given the pick of Russian conscripts heading for the battlefield 


Russia 
Tom Ball 


The FSB has been given the power to 
inspect all new conscription papers and 
select the best recruits for itself as part 
of a rapid recruitment drive among 
Russia's spy agencies. 

In the past, mobilised men could 
enter the service only through border 
security and communications units 
controlled by the FSB. The new law will 


now enable spymasters to siphon off 
the best conscripts for a range of duties 
including military intelligence activ- 
ities in Ukraine. 

As well as managing internal secur- 
ity, and in particular the security of the 
regime, the FSB is responsible for oper- 
ations in the countries of the former 
Soviet Union, including Ukraine. 

Russia is thought to be undertaking a 
mass recruitment drive across all its 
security agencies. According to 


Ukrainian sources the GRU, Russia's 
military intelligence service, has signif- 
icantly expanded its special operations 
branch, known as Unit 29155, since the 
beginning of the invasion. It is estim- 
ated that the unit has grown from about 
500 officers in 2022 to as many as 2,000 
today. 

Unit 29155 officers have been implic- 
ated in Russia’s most brazen overseas 
operations of the past decade, including 
the poisoning of Sergei and Yulia Skri- 


pal in Salisbury in 2018. Oleksandr 
Danylyuk, former adviser to Ukraine's 
foreign intelligence service, said that as 
well as bolstering the recruitment drive, 
the new measure also provided protec- 
tion to the FSBS informants in Russia. 

By having advanced access to con- 
scription papers the service would be 
able to prevent the hundreds of thou- 
sands of ordinary Russians who are 
working with the intelligence agency 
on an informal basis from being mobil- 


ised, Danylyuk said. "The FSB has an 
enormous network of informants who 
are very important to them for keeping 
order within Russia. It needs to be able 
to keep these people in the positions 
they are in and not get sent to the front. 

"[ts also an indicator of potential 
preparations for martial law in Russia 
during which the FSB would like to 
have its own military units to control 
the situation rather than give all of the 
power to the armed forces." 
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Steve Bannon reports to jail for contempt of Congress sentence 


Josie Ensor New York 


Steve Bannon, Donald Trumps former 
top aide, vowed that he would only be 
"bigger and more powerful" in prison as 
hereported yesterday for a four-month 
sentence for contempt of Congress. 
Bannon, 70, who was chief strategist 
to the Republican former president, 
was convicted in 2022 for defying 
subpoenas concerning the investi- 
gation into the 2021 Capitol Hill riot. 
Federal prosecutors said he believed 
that he was "above the law" when he 


Im not 


United States 
Alistair Dawber Washington 


President Biden5 family have told him 
they believe he should stay in the race 
for the White House and defy those 
within his own Democratic Party who 
have called for fresh leadership after 
last week's woeful debate performance. 

Jill Biden, the first lady, has been 
increasingly active on the campaign 
trail in recent weeks and joined her 
husband on the stage in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, on Thursday after his debate with 
Donald Trump, 78. 

In an interview with Vogue she def- 
ended her husband and his record. She 
said the Biden family “will not let those 
90 minutes define the four years he's 
been president. We will continue to 
fight.” Biden, she added, “will always do 
what's best for the country”. 

She is believed to have been instru- 
mental in persuading the president to 
seek asecondterm in the White House. 
At 81 he is already the oldest president 
in US history. Were he to win Novem- 
ber's election and serve a full second 
term he would leave office at 86. 

Biden spent the weekend at Camp 
David,the presidential retreat in Mary- 
land, licking his wounds after the deb- 
ate, in which he struggled to answer 
questions coherently and lost track of 
his thoughts during sentences. 

It has led to a chorus saying that he 
should step down from the Democratic 
nomination. There is no specific con- 


~~ Hunter Biden told 
his father he can 

ride out the storm 
over the debate 


stitutional or party mechanism that 
others could invoke to remove him; he 
would have to decide to quit. 

Polls may inform his decision. A You- 
Gov poll for CBS News, published yes- 
terday, showed that only 27 per cent of 
American voters believed that Biden 
had the mental and cognitive health to 
serve as president. Crucially, the re- 
search for the poll was conducted after 
Thursday nights debate. Many have 
concluded that there is little chance of 
him serving a full four years in office, 
even if he does win in November, but 
other members of the Biden family 
have urged him to stay the course. 

Hunter Biden, the president son, is 
said to have been encouraged by a 
speech in North Carolina that his 
father madeon Friday, which was much 
more energetic. The two men have 
always been close and despite Hunter's 
conviction last month on three charges 
related to the buying of a gun, the pres- 


refused a deposition with the January 6 
House select committee, in addition to 
refusing to hand over documents on his 
efforts to subvert the 2020 presidential 
election results. 

A judge had allowed Bannon to stay 
out of jail for nearly two years while he 
appealed, but ordered his sentence to 
begin after an appeals court panel up- 
held his convictions. “I’m proud of 
going to prison today if this is what it 
takes to stand up to tyranny, to the 
criminal DoJ [Department of Justice], 
to Joe Biden,” Bannon told supporters 
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Steve Bannon said 
the jail term would 
make him stronger 


5 


in a press conference outside Danbury, 
a correctional institution in Connecti- 
cut, before surrendering. 

A crowd gathered outside the jail, 
holding “Free Bannon” banners and 
waving yellow Don't Tread on Me flags 


originally designed during the Amer- 
ican Revolution. 

Sam Mangel, a consultant advising 
Bannon, described the low-security 
facility as a "Four Seasons of prisons". 
Danbury has 1,000 inmates in open 
“pods”, a running track, tree-lined 
lawns and a baseball pitch, and provid- 
ed the inspiration for the Netflix series 
Orange Is the New Black. 

"| doubt he'll see any trouble, other 
inmates will just want an insight into 
Trump world,” Mangel said of Bannon, 
federal prisoner 05635509. “My clients 
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Democratic blues Jill Biden, US first lady, is on the cover of August's Vogue, above, in which she says Joe Biden will fight on 


How the President's media cheerleaders changed their tune 


A number of Joe Biden's US 
supporters in the media 
have turned on the 
president after his abject 
debate performance against 
Donald Trump last week, 
arguing that he is now unfit 
for a second term. 


Rachel Maddow, Anchor, 
MSNBC 

In February, she responded 
to the special prosecutor 
Robert Hur's assessment 
that Biden was too old to be 
prosecuted over hoarding 
classified documents by 
pointing out that he was 
physically fit and was often 
photographed riding his 


bicycle. In reaction to the 
debate on Thursday, 
however, she said: "Biden 
walking out and his voice 
being very hard to hear, it's 
hard to tell what he is 
saying because his voice 
was so weak and his halting 
delivery in his first couple of 
answers is got to have put a 
shock into his campaign." 


Ed Krassenstein, media 
entrepreneur and writer 
When Biden tripped as he 
walked up the steps of Air 
Force One last year, 
Krassenstein, who has 
consistently used Twitter to 
attack Donald Trump, said: 


"| literally stumble going up 
the stairs at least twice a 
week. I'm 41 years old." 
Responding to Thursday's 
debate, however, 
Krassenstein tweeted that 
“Joe Biden has trouble 
speaking. It's really hard for 
him to quickly verbalise 
what he's thinking when in 
a high-pressure situation. 
No, this doesn't mean he 
has dementia. It's common 
amongst older adults to 
have this problem, and 
when combined with his 
life-long struggle with 
stuttering, it's evident that 
this issue will just continue 
to worsen as he ages." 


Ana Navarro-Cárdenas — 
ABC News's The View 

In September of last year 
during a period Biden was 
travelling: "He was at the 
G20. One moment | turned 
on the TV, he was in India, 
and then | turned on the TV 
and he was in Vietnam. 
Then he was giving a press 
conference, and then at the 
end of being up for, like, 24 
hours working in a 
completely different part of 
the world" After a campaign 
stop on Friday when Biden 
told supporters he was 
older than he used to be, 
she said: "Where the hell 
was this Joe Biden?" 


are used to getting what they want, so 
it’s a difficult adjustment becoming just 
an eight-digit number,” he said. “You all 
get the same amount of food, no one is 
special.” 

Bannons lawyers have argued the 
case raises issues that should be exam- 
ined by the Supreme Court, suggesting 
the subpoena was invalid because 
Trump had asserted executive privi- 
lege. Prosecutors, though, say Bannon 
had left the White House years before 
and Trump had never invoked execu- 
tive privilege in front of the committee. 


going to let a 90-minute debate 


define Joes presidency, says Jill Biden 


identis said to rely on his son for advice. 
He is reported to have told his father 
that he can ride out the storm caused by 
the debate and still has time to recover 
in the race for the White House. 

The Biden family has blamed top 
aides for concentrating the week-long 
preparation for the debate on defend- 
ing the president's first-term record, 
rather than attacking Trump. US media 
has reported that the family wants key 
campaign aides to be removed. 

“The aides who prepped the presi- 
dent have been with him for years, often 
decades, seeing him through victories 
and challenges. He maintains strong 
confidence in them,” Kevin Munoz, the 
Biden campaign spokesman, said. 

Some within the party fear that 
Munoz’ statement might highlight one 
of Biden's biggest weaknesses. Anger at 
the campaign boiled over at the week- 
end with some leading supporters 
breaking their silence over Biden's 
performance. 

John Morgan, a donor and friend of 
Frank Biden, the president’s brother, 
attacked aides involved in the debate 
preparations. “Biden has for too long 
been fooled by the value of Anita Dunn 
and her husband,” he wrote on social 
media. “They need to go... TODAY. The 
grifting is gross. It was political 
malpractice.” 

He elaborated in a subsequent inter- 
view with The New York Times. “It 
would be like if you took a prizefighter 
who was going to have a title fight and 
put him in a sauna for 15 hours then 
said, ‘Go fight; " he said. “I believe that 
the debate is solely on Ron Klain, 
Bob Bauer and Anita Dunn.” 

Klain has been a longstanding advis- 
er. Dunn is a senior adviser who is close 
to the president and her husband, 
Bauer, is Biden’s lawyer and played 
Trump during mock debates last week. 

In off-the-record talks with several of 
the preparation team, the Washington 
Post was told aides were astonished by 
Biden’s poor performance. Other aides 
suggested that Biden had a heavy cold. 

Trump dismissed the controversy, in- 
sisting that he had won the debate after 
a strong performance. 

“Only three things could have been 
the reason that Crooked Joe Biden, the 
worst president in the history of the 
United States, failed so badly at the 
debate on Thursday night,” he said ina 
post on his Truth Social platform. 

"THEY WERE: 1) “TRUMP WAS 
REALLY GREATY In all fairness, and I 
say in complete and total modesty, 
many, on both sides of the political 
spectrum, have said it was the greatest 
single debate performance in the long 
and storied history of Presidential De- 
bates. Thank you! 2) CROOKED JOE 
‘CHOKED’ LIKE A DOG. 3) JOEIS A 
COGNITIVE MESS!” 
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World 


Sea nomads burnt out of their homes 
E 7 


Malaysia 
Richard Lloyd Parry Asia Editor 


An activist who posted videos doc- 
umenting the burning and destruc- 
tion of the dwellings of maritime 
nomads near Borneo has been pros- 
ecuted by the Malaysian authorities 
under a law against sedition. 

Police officers in the Malaysian 
state of Sabah in northeast Borneo 
havebegun demolishing and burning 
more than a hundred houses belong- 
ing to the Bajau Laut people, the so- 
called “sea gypsies”, on islands near 
the town of Semporna. 

An activist who campaigns of be- 
half of the nomads has been arrested 
on suspicion of sedition for posting 
videos of the destruction, which have 
embarrassed the local authorities. 

Mukmin Nantang, of the cam- 
paigning group Borneo Komrad, was 
arrested last week after many people 
shared the videos showing men in 
plain clothes pulling down homes 
that were later set on fire. A senior 
member of the Sabah government 
even claimed that the Bajau Laut had 
been burning their own homes to 
draw attention on social media. 

"Where is the logic in someone 
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wanting to burn their own house? 
Doesn't make sense,” wrote Mukmin, 
who was released on bail but remains 
under investigation. 

The Bajau Laut have traditionally 
lived on houseboats and in lightly 
built houses on stilts erected in shal- 
low coastal water and on beaches. 
"Their way of life has been en- 
croached upon for a long time,” Muk- 
min said. "They were forced to move 
to the land. Now their lives are being 
destroyed again and they are not pro- 
vided with alternative shelters. 
Where are they supposed to go?" 

The Bajau Laut inhabit the Sulu 
Sea between Borneo and Mindanao, 
an island in the Philippines. For cen- 
turies it has been the domain of mer- 
chants, fishermen and pirates. 

The Bajau are famous for their skill 
in fishing and diving. Scientists have 
discovered that the spleens of Bajau 
are 50 per cent larger than those of 
their land-dwelling neighbours. This 
appears to be a genetic peculiarity 
that allows them to hold their breath 
longer when diving without oxygen. 

Many never register their births, 
which means thatthey cannot attend 
schools and receive social services 
and are often treated as illegal immi- 


CRUISE 


” 
a 


EIGHT DAYS FROM 


£2,149 


PER PERSON 


Seven nights on board 
in your choice of luxury 
cabin or suite 


Allmeals on board 
(except one lunch), plus 
the Captain’s dinner anda 
Superior drinks package* 
and farewell drinks 


Return flights and 
transfers 


INCLUDED EXPERIENCES 


Eight guided tours 
including the Esztergom 
Basilica, Bratislava, 
Dürnstein, Melk Abbey, 
Salzburg, Vienna, 
Budapest with visitto the 
Museum of Fine Arts 
VisitSchónbrunn Palace 
with audio guide 


Option to visit the 
thought-provoking 
Mauthausen 
Concentration camp 


recital and Hungarian 


folklore show on board 


HOM don 


Which? 
Recommended 
Provider 


Arven enus 


Services of a Cruise 
Director and Concierge 


Live classical quartet 


TIMES Travel Offers 


VIERA 


TRAVEL 


Prices based on two people sharing. Single cabins available at a supplement. Additional entrance costs may apply. Travel insurance is not included but is strongly 
recommended. This holiday is operated by and subject to booking conditions of Riviera Travel, ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430 protected, a company independent of News UK. 
Subject to availability. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. For further information please write to Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton 


(selected drinks available). 


upon Trent, Staffs, DEM TSP quoting The Times. KS723. See website for full details. tUnlimited quantity of drinks at lunch and from 6pm to midnight while on board 


grants. Bajau are therefore often poor 
and uneducated and they are often 
discriminated against. They are 
accused of begging and of destructive 
fishing practices using explosives and 
cyanide, which damage reefs and 
marine habitats in a state heavily 
dependent on foreign tourism. 

The settlements that were des- 
troyed last month were in the Tun 
Sakaran Marine Park, where un- 
authorised structures and unlicensed 
fishing are banned. The authorities 
say that eviction notices were deliv- 
ered although, being illiterate, some 


Videos of homes 
belonging to the 
Bajau Laut 
people in the 
Sulu Sea off 
Borneo being 
pulled down and 
burnt, left, were 
posted online by 
Mukmin Nantang 
who was later 
arrested by the 
police and 
charged with 
sedition 


recipients were unable to read them. 
“Yes, I admit they have been staying 
there for a long time,” Christina Liew, 
Sabah’s tourism minister, said. “[But] I 
don’t see any human rights violation. 
According to sources from the [Royal 
Malaysian Police] involved in the 
operation, some homeowners burnt 
their houses .. for the purpose of 
going viral on social media and gar- 
nering sympathy and attention from 
netizens.” 

Human rights groups called for an 
end to the evictions and for the 
investigation against Mukmin to be 


GETTY IMAGES 


dropped. The 1948 Sedition Act, 
created by the then British colonial 
government, criminalises anyone 
who acts to “to bring into hatred or 
contempt or to excite disaffection 
against the administration of justice 
in Malaysia or in any state”. 

Amnesty International said: “The 
arrest of Mukmin for exposing 
human rights violations is beyond the 
pale. The authorities should end its 
evictions of the Bajau Laut people, 
address human rights violations and 
not punish those who expose what is 
going on.” 


Farmer turns the tide 


United States 
Harriet Alexander Washaway Beach 


Not many men take on the Pacific 
Ocean and win but a Washington 
state cranberry farmer turned the 
tide on the erosion threatening his 
West Coast home, becoming an 
inspiration for scientists worldwide. 

Officials from Pacific County, a 
wild and windswept corner of south- 
western Washington state, had called 
a meeting. The rural region of North 
Cove was eroding at a terrifying pace 
and the authorities concluded that 
there was nothing they could do. 

David Cottrell, who died last year 
at 65 after a bike accident, was by nat- 
ure a problem solver and leader. At 
the age of three his father took him to 
see the coastguard station as it was 
tumbling into the sea. 

“David stood up and thundered: 
‘Like hell you will,” his wife Connie 
Allen said of the time the authorities 
tred to walk away. “He told them: 


‘There is something to be done. And 
we will damn well do it.” 

For years the solution was thought 
to be sea walls or riprap — concrete 
chunks or large boulders — but the 
cost ran into the tens of millions and 
the beach was inevitably lost. 

Led by Cottrell, the community liv- 
ing at “Washaway Beach" began 
experimenting. One of his exper- 
iments was with mixed cobble, pieces 
of smooth gravel, as big as a basket- 
ball or as small as a pebble. He spent 
an initial $400 ona lorry load. When, 
spread on the beach, it seemed to be 
slowing erosion, he bought more. 

To fund the scheme, Allen org- 
anised bake sales and sold T-shirts 
and hoodies reading “Washaway No 
More.” Allen said: “Every time we had 
$100, we'd buy another load.” 

What was once the fastest-eroding 
beach in the western United States 
began to rebuild itself. The shoreline 
had been receding by well over 100ft 
per year but now the beach is grow- 
ing. In an area where the school, post 


on erosion 


office and dozens of homes were 
sucked into the sea — the lighthouse 
had to be moved twice — there are 
now flourishing sand dunes. 

George Kaminsky, a coastal engin- 
eer with the state department of ecol- 
ogy, became involved. “We're work- 
ing with the environment, not against 
it,” he said. “This is probably the only 
place where nature is actually re- 
building the beach.” 

Students from the University of 
Bath have been to study the methods 
and project leaders travelled from as 
far afield as Guam in the western 
Pacific to see if the techniques could 
be replicated there. 

In May the American Shore and 
Beach Preservation Association dec- 
lared North Cove one of two winners 
of its Best Restored Beach awards. 
Residents and scientists are now 
waiting for a decision from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration on a grant request, 
expected this month, of $13 million 
for research at North Cove. 
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No fun as 
Games to 
hit sales at 
Air France 


ir France-KLM 
warned its sales 
this summer 


would take a hit of up 
to €180 million as 
holidaymakers avoid 
Paris during the 
Olympic Games. 

The group, which 
owns the flag carriers 
of France and the 
Netherlands, said 
travellers were showing 
“a significant avoidance 
of Paris”, while locals 
also seemed to be 
postponing their 
holidays until after the 
Games had finished. 

As a result, it said 
that there would be a 
"negative impact" on 
its revenues. However, 
demand for flights 
towards the end of 
August and September, 
when the Olympics will 
have finished, was more 
"encouraging", the 
group said. 
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Double blow for future of 
Northern Ireland economy 


@ Spirit AeroSystems deal raises fears over jobs 9 Trading in Harland & Wolff's shares suspended 


James Hurley 


Unions, politicians and business 
leaders have raised concerns about the 
impact on Northern Ireland s economy 
amid fresh uncertainty over the future 
of two of the country’s leading employ- 
ers. 

A move by Airbus to take control of 
parts of Spirit AeroSystems' operation 
in Belfast has prompted unease about 
the security of the bulk of roles at the 
country’s most significant manufactur- 
ing employer. 

Airbus has agreed terms to take on 
work done by Spirit for its own A220 
and A350 aircraft as part of a $4.7bil- 
lion deal announced by Boeing to buy 
Spirit. The arrangement covers only 
about two in five of the more than 3,500 
people employed at the plant. 

Spirit plans to sell parts of the factory 


that do not support Airbus manufactur- 
ing separately and there are fears that 
Airbus may not want to keep important 
processes in a plant owned by its main 
commercial rival. Alan Perry, senior 
organiser at the GMB union, said work- 
ers had been left “in limbo”. 

Trading in the shares of Harland & 
Wolff, the Belfast-based shipbuilder, 
was temporarily suspended yesterday 
because it was not able to publish inde- 
pendently audited accounts on time. 

The company, which was bought out 
of administration in 2019 and 2022 and 
is heavily lossmaking, has applied for a 
£200 million government loan guaran- 
tee to underpin its finances. It employs 
500 people in Belfast and another 
500 in yards in Scotland and Devon. 

Spirit’s Belfast operations are part of 
the historic factory of Short Brothers, 
the maker of flying boats and Stirling 


bombers used in the Second World 
War, and are central to Northern Ire- 
land’s aerospace industry. 

The Democratic Unionist Party said 
the Airbus deal represented only “a 
partial solution” for the plant and the 
local economy. 

Steve Aiken, of the smaller Ulster 
Unionist Party, said the deal was an out- 
come “neither management, workforce 
or the unions desired”. He called on 
ministers to emphasise “that we will not 
be allowing our aircraft industry to be 
asset stripped and manufacturing 
moved elsewhere”. 

Perry said: “Workers’ livelihoods 
cannot be put at risk for the sake of cor- 
porate greed: our members must have 
guarantees over their future.” 

He said the union had called for an 
urgent meeting with the company and 
the Northern Irish economy minister 


"to make sure all staff at Spirit in North- 
ern Ireland are fully protected”. 

Michelle O’Neill, first minister of 
Northern Ireland, said: “We are all 
committed” to supporting Spirit, while 
economy minister Conor Murphy said 
hewas working to ensure the workforce 
is protected. 

Tan Paisley Jr, the DUP politician and 
candidate for North Antrim, said the 
deal was welcome but added that a 
single buyer for the entire site was “the 
best way to secure all jobs and make the 
site sustainable”. 

Suzanne Wylie, chief executive of the 
Northern Ireland Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry, said the site “plays 
a significant role in our regional eco- 
nomy, delivering skilled jobs, boosting 
local supply chains and enhancing our 
international reputation”. 

Reports and analysis, pages 32-33 


Stairlifts 
tycoon paid 
£48 million 
dividend 


Alex Ralph 


A stairlifts company has paid its 
founder a £48.4 million dividend, bring- 
ing total payouts to more than £250 
million over the past ten years. 

Acorn Mobility Services, based near 
Bradford, was founded by John Jakes 32 
years ago. It has benefited from a rise in 
sales both in Britain and overseas to the 
elderly and the immobile. 

The dividend to Jakes, who is resident 
in Monaco, is its second largest in the 
past ten years, after a £50.8 million pay- 
ment in 2021. Jakes, 68, retains 100 per 
cent ownership of Acorn, according to 
accounts filed at Companies House. 
His fortune was estimated at £822 mil- 
lion in this year’s Sunday Times Rich 
List. 

The businessman keeps a low profile. 
An entrepreneur familiar with Jakes 
described him as a “very elusive guy”. 

Jakes’s son James, 36, is a racing 
driver and Acorn has sponsored his 
career in the past, when he raced in the 
IndyCar Series in the United States. 

Revenue at the company, which 
trades as Acorn Stairlifts, rose by 4.2 per 
cent to £255.8 million in the year to the 
end of September, including £38.6 mil- 
lion from services. 

Acorn makes, sells, installs and ser- 
vices stairlifts and says its products help 
the elderly and those with restricted 
mobility to remain in their homes for 
longer. A third ofits sales were generat- 
ed in the UK, 15 per cent elsewhere in 
Europe and the remainder outside the 
Continent. Operating profits were 
broadly flat at £57.4 million, with mar- 
gins slightly weaker at 22.4 per cent. 

The company has subsidiaries in the 
United States, Canada, Australia and 
South Africa, as well as in Europe. It 
employs 1,365 people, about 215 in pro- 
duction, and had cash of £9.8 million 
and no bank debt at the end of its finan- 
cial year. 

Jakes founded the company in 1992, 
repairing used stairlifts, before turning 
to making them two years later when 
used ones became difficult to source, 
according to an old local media report. 

He also was a large shareholder in 
Dignity, one of Britain's two big funeral 
companies, before it was taken private 
ina £28] million deal last year by a con- 
sortium including Sir Peter Wood, the 
veteran insurance industry entrepre- 
neur. He is understood to no longer re- 
tain a stake in Dignity, although he had 
formedacompany called Dignity Stair- 
lifts the year before the consortium’s 
takeover while he was building his stake 
in the company, raising questions over 
his own plans for Dignity. 

Acornand Jakes were approached for 


comment. 
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Need to know 


Concerns have been raised 
1 about the impact on Northern 

Ireland's economy of 
uncertainty over the future of two 
of the country’s leading employers. 
Airbus has moved to take control 
of parts of Spirit AeroSystems’ 
operation in Belfast after Boeing 
agreed to buy it in a $47 billion 
all-share deal. Meanwhile, trading 
in the shares of Harland & Wolff, 
the shipbuilder, was temporarily 
suspended after it failed to publish 
its audited annual results. Page 31 


its founder a £48.4 million 

dividend, bringing total 
payouts to more than £250 million 
over the past ten years. Acorn 
Mobility Services, based near 
Bradford, was founded by John 
Jakes 32 years ago. It has benefited 
from a rise in sales both in Britain 
and overseas to the elderly and the 
immobile. Page 31 


2) A stairlifts company has paid 


that its sales this summer will 

take a hit of up to €180 million 
as holidaymakers avoid Paris 
during the Olympic Games. The 
group added that French people 
also seemed to be postponing their 
holidays until the Games had 
finished. Page 31 


3 Air France-KLM has warned 


by workers at the Port Talbot 

steel plant owned by Tata has 
been suspended, amid union 
hopes of talks over investment at 
the site in south Wales. 


| A planned strike next week 


sell its steelmaking coal 

business have suffered a 
setback after a fire broke out at 
one of its Australian mines. 


5 Plans by Anglo American to 


June for the second month in 

a row, although economists 
expect them to “flatline at best” 
over the summer as higher 
mortgage rates bite. The average 
price of a home in Britain rose by 
0.2 per cent last month compared 
with May, according to figures 
from Nationwide. Page 34 


6 House prices rose slightly in 


costs have driven down the 

pace of price rises in Britain's 
shops to the slowest rate in almost 
three years. The annual rate eased 
to 02 per cent in June, down from 
0.6 per cent in May. Page 34 


9 Discounting and falling food 


era profits of £190 million to a 

loss of £40 million in 2023. 
The Northern Ireland-based 
health diagnostics firm said the 
losses had been expected after a 
restructuring of its operations 
after the pandemic. Page 37 


8 Randox plunged from Covid- 


to drive a near-doubling of 

revenues at Revolut to 
£1.8 billion last year and pushed 
profits at the fast-growing 
financial technology company to 
record levels. The London-based 
group swung to a pre-tax profit of 
£4378 million from a £25.4 million 
loss a year earlier. Page 39 


Technology companies 
are in talks with the 


O Higher interest rates helped 


owners of about a third of 
America’s nuclear power stations 
in an effort to secure energy for 
data centres needed to power the 
artificial intelligence boom. The 
move could result in energy prices 
for other customers rising. Page 39 


Boeing sees Spirit 
takeover as route 
away from turmoil 


Martin Strydom, Helen Cahill 


Boeing has agreed to buy Spirit 
AeroSystems in a $4 billion all-share 
deal as it tries to move on from its 
production crisis. 

Spirit, which Boeing spun off in 2005, 
made the door plug that blew out in 
mid-flight on an Alaska Airlines 737 
Max 9 jet on January 5, exposing safety 
and quality problems that forced a 
slowdown in output at Boeing. 

The move will affect Spirit’s plant in 
Northern Ireland, which is one of the 
provinces biggest employers, covering 
six sites with more than 3,000 workers. 
Spirit acquired the business from 
Bombardier, the Canadian industrial 
conglomerate, four years ago. 

Spirit was also a key supplier to 
Airbus, Boeings rival, which had 
threatened to block any deal that 
involved Boeing building parts for its 
aircraft. As a result of this, in a separate 
agreement Airbus said it would take 
over core activities at several Spirit 
plants. These include the production of 
the A2205 wings and mid-fuselage in 
Belfast. Spirit will pay Airbus compen- 
sation of $559 million. 

An investigation into the Alaska 
Airlines incident found there had been 
a problem with a fuselage supplied by 
Spirit, which makes all the Max 
fuselages. While the faults were fixed 
on Boeing5 assembly line, the retaining 
bolts for the plug were not put back. 

Further investigations uncovered 
other examples of poor standards and 
Boeing was given 90 days to make a 
plan to fix manufacturing quality. Until 
it can satisfy the Federal Aviation 
Administration that all is well, the 
company will not be allowed to in- 
crease Max production. 

Dave Calhoun, 67 the outgoing 
Boeing chief executive, said: “We 
believe this deal is in the best interest of 
the flying public, our airline customers, 
the employees of Spirit and Boeing, our 
shareholders and the country more 
broadly. By reintegrating Spirit, we can 
fully align our commercial production 


Behind the story 
oeing's Bombardier gave the done by Spirit for its 
Swoop on factory a big boost by | aircraft programmes. 
Spirit places choosing it as one of To add a little salt to 
a question the manufacturing Boeing's wounds, it 
mark over sites for its new will pay Airbus 

the future of one of C-Series passenger $559 million as a 

Belfast's most aircraft. Belfast would | dowry to assume the 

important employers, | make the wings, using | contracts. 

a high-tech a ground-breaking It is unclear what 


manufacturing plant 
that governments 
have been eager to 
support financially in 
the knowledge that 
such good-quality 
jobs help to underpin 
the Northern Ireland 
peace process 
(Dominic O'Connell 
writes). 

Spirit bought the 
factory, which 
employs about 3,600 
staff and is ranked as 
Northern Ireland's 
fourth largest 
employer, from 
Bombardier, the 
Canadian group, five 
years ago. Before 
Bombardier took over 
in 1989, it was the 
home of Short Bros, 
the famed maker of 
flying boats and 
Stirling bomber used 
in the Second World 
War. 

Twenty years ago 


composite material. 
The Canadian 
company received a 
£180 million loan 
from Whitehall to 
encourage an 
investment of about 
£500 million. 

That aircraft, 
renamed the A220, is 
now part of the 
Airbus stable, thanks 
to a deal that gave 
Airbus control of the 
Canadian company's 
aircraft operations. 
However, this became 
a complicating factor 
in Boeing’s 
negotiations with 
Spirit. The American 
aerospace and 
defence giant had to 
do a side-deal with 
Airbus, its rival, 
before the takeover 
could go ahead. 

Airbus said it had 
agreed terms to take 
on the work presently 


the deal means for the 
long-term future of 
the Belfast site. 
Experts said Airbus 
might not want to 
keep important 
manufacturing in a 
plant owned by its 
main rival and 
pointed out that the 
European company 
had other facilities 
that could take on the 
contracts. If it were to 
leave, Belfast would 
be shorn of its most 
high-profile and 
prestigious work. 

Sir Michael Ryan, 
Spirit's UK chairman, 
wrote to unions and 
political leaders at the 
end of April saying 
that a break-up of the 
site would be 
“extremely 
detrimental” to their 
future and the 
region’s aerospace 
industry. 


systems, including our safety and 
quality management systems, and our 
workforce to the same priorities, incen- 
tives and outcomes, centred on safety 
and quality.” 

Spirit shareholders will receive 
$3750 a share for each share they hold. 
The price represents a 30 per cent 
premium to Spirit’s closing price on 


February 29, the day before Boeing's 
takeover talks became public. Spirit's 
shares rose by $1.14, or 3.5 per cent, to 
$34.01 in afternoon trading in New 
York. 

Boeing’s shares, which have fallen by 
28 per cent so far this year, were up by 
$4.52, or 2.5 per cent, at $186.53. The 
company is valued at about $114 billion. 


Provincial titan 


iversary 
in 2021 


Trading in 
Harland & 
Wolff shares 
suspended 


Emma Powell 


Trading in Harland & Wolff shares has 
been suspended after the historic 
Belfast-based shipbuilder failed to pub- 
lish its audited annual results. 

A delay in agreeing whether revenue 
should be recognised during the most 
recent financial year or deferred to 


Port Talbot steel plant strike is suspended by Unite 


Alex Ralph 
Chief Business Correspondent 


A planned strike next week by workers 
at the Port Talbot steel plant owned by 
Tata has been suspended, amid union 
hopes oftalks over future investment at 
the site in south Wales. 

Members of the Unite union have 
been taking industrial action, such as a 
ban on overtime, and had been due to 
stage "all-out indefinite strike action" 
from next Monday. 

The dispute centres on plans by the 
plants Indian owner to shut down its 
two blast furnaces by the end of Sep- 
tember as part of a government-funded 
plan to shift production to a less 
carbon-intensive electric arc furnace, 
which is not due to start until 2027. 

Tata, Britain's biggest steel producer, 
warned workers last week that it could 
halt operations at the plant earlier than 


planned because Unites industrial 
action risked the safety of the site. 

After "high-level" talks over the 
weekend, Unite said that Tata had 
confirmed it was "now prepared to 
enter into negotiations about future 
investment for its operations and not 
just redundancies”. 

Unite’s 1,500 members working for 
Tata in south Wales began an overtime 
ban in the middle of last month, but 
they have suspended that as well as the 
planned strike. Sharon Graham, Unite's 
general secretary, said it was “a 
significant development in the battle to 
protect jobs and the long-term future of 
steelmaking in south Wales. It is 
essential that these talks progress 
swiftly and in good faith, with the focus 
on fresh investment and ensuring the 
long-term continuation of steelmaking 
in south Wales.” 

The Labour Party, whose union 


donors include Unite, has urged 
Tata not to make any “irreversible 
decisions” over the future of Port 
Talbot before the general election takes 
place on Thursday. 

The party has pledged to “invest and 
rebuild the UK steel industry, including 
Port Talbot, to protect jobs, our 
strategically important steelmaking 
capability and to transition sustainably 
to green steelmaking”. 

Unite’s strike action had split unions 
at the site, with Community and GMB, 
the other two, pledging not to walk 
out while talks with the company over 
enhanced redundancy packages con- 
tinued. 

Alun Davies, national officer for 
Community, welcomed Unites deci- 
sion to get back around the table. "Tata 
confirmed that if the strike was called 
off, they are ready to resume dis- 
cussions on a potential memorandum 


of understanding through the multi- 
union steel committee, which is chaired 
by Community,” he said. “Community 
will welcome resuming those discus- 
sions, but we regret that zero progress 
has been made since May 22.” 

Labour has promised to negotiate a 
better deal for the steel industry if it 
comes to power and previously it has 
urged Tata to reconsider a compromise 
plan supported by Community and 
GMB toretain one of the blast furnaces, 
which could run to the early 2030s, 
until the electric arc furnace is 
operational. 

It is estimated that the proposal 
would cost the taxpayer more than the 
£500 million offered by the Conser- 
vative government and it has been 
rejected by Tata, which plans to invest 
£750 million to decarbonise its British 
operations as part of its deal with 
ministers. 
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£92.4 million 


Net debt 


34 per cent 


One-year share price fall 


future years meantthat PKF Littlejohn, 
the company’s auditor, failed to sign off 
the accounts in time for the reporting 
deadline at the end of June. 

The company, which is best-known 
for building the Titanic, said it expected 
to publish audited annual statements 
next week. It added that the delay had 
been "necessary to ensure the accurate 
recognition of revenues related to a 
multi-year contract", which had now 
been agreed with its auditor. 

Harland & Wolff remains in talks 
with the government over a £200 mil- 
lion support package, which will be 
crucial for paying off debt at high 
interest rates from Riverstone Credit 
Partners, a non-mainstream American 
credit investor, and fulfilling contracts 
it has already won. 

These include part of a £1.6billion 
contract to assemble three new vessels 


2 MW LLLCCCEET MG 


to serve the Royal Navys aircraft carri- 
ers and wider battle fleet, expected to 
generate £750 million in revenue for 
Harland & Wolff. 

The loan guarantee from UK Export 
Finance, the government agency, won 
ministerial approval in December, but 
the final sign-off is subject to a com- 
mercial rate review and consent from 
the Treasury. The company expects a 
decision after the general election, but 
any "material delay" would mean that 
its "ability to execute new and large 
contracts would be adversely affected". 

In unaudited results, Harland & 
Wolff reported revenue of £86.9 mil- 
lion, up from £278 million in 2022, and 
a pre-tax loss of £43.1 million, an im- 
provement from £70.8 million. 

The size of the credit facility with 
Riverstone Credit Partners was 
increased to $115 million by the end of 


June, from $35 million at the time it was 
signed in March 2022. The facility 
matures at the end of this year. Overall 
net debt at Harland & Wolff was 
£92.38 million at the end of last year, up 
from £81.13 million a year earlier, which 
pushed interest costs up to £18.4 mil- 
lion, from £12.3million. A spokesman 
for the company said it remained on 
track to achieve its forecast revenue of 
£200 million this year. 

Harland & Wolff was founded in 1861 
by Edward Harland and Gustav Wolff, 
his German business partner. It em- 
ploys about 1,500 people across its four 
sites, after hiring another 500 workers 
during the first half of the year. 

Its shares, which are quoted on Aim, 
Londons junior stock market, have 
fallen by 34 per cent in the past 12 
months, leaving the company valued at 
£14.5 million. 


Mine fire is 


Emma Powell 


Plans drawn up by Anglo American to 
sell its steelmaking coal business have 
suffered a setback after a fire broke out 
at one of its Australian mines. 

A coal gas explosion occurred last 
week at the Grosvenor mine in 
Queensland and it is likely to take 
"several months" for the damage to be 
fully assessed and even longer for 
operations to restart. The fire was said 
to be still burning after the weekend. 

"All emergency protocols were 
followed and the workforce was safely 
evacuated from the mine without 
injury; Anglo said. Any update on this 
year’s production forecasts is likely to 
be given on July 18, when the group 
reveals its second-quarter output. 

Grosvenor contributed about 17 per 
cent of Anglos metallurgical coal pro- 
duction last year and was expected to 


account for about 3.5 million tonnes, or 
20 per cent, of this year’s total forecast 
output of 15 million to 17 million tonnes. 
It is one of four coking coalmines oper- 
ated by Anglo. 

The incident is an early blow to 


S1.36bn 


Estimated worth of Anglo American’s 
stake in its Grosvenor coalmine 
Source: Jefferies 


Duncan Wanblad, 57, Anglos chief 
executive, who is seeking to execute a 
break-up plan set out in May designed 
to fend off a takeover by BHP, the 
world’s largest miner, and to prove that 
he can unlock greater value from the 
business. 

The FTSE 100 group had touted the 


blow to Anglo American 


steelmaking coal business as the first 
likely disposal under a radical restruc- 
turing plan. Transactions to demerge 
Amplats, its South African platinum di- 
vision, and to spin-off or sell De Beers, 
its diamond business, are likely to take 
longer. The company hopes to com- 
plete the break-up by the end of 2025. 

Chris LaFemina, an analyst at 
Jefferies, said the fire was likely to mean 
that a sale of Grosvenor and of 
Moranbah North, which share a coal- 
handling facility and preparation plant, 
would take longer and would be at a 
lower valuation than had been expected. 

Jefferies had estimated the value of 
Anglos 88 per cent stake in Grosvenor 
at $1.36 billion and in Moranbah North, 
which is also in Queensland, at $1.6 bil- 
lion, with the rest of its steelmaking 
coal business worth $1.47 billion. 

Shares in Anglo fell by 69%p, or 
2.8 per cent, to £24.324p. 


Will private markets 


really deliver? 7 


he rush into private 

markets is turning into a 

stampede. It is hard to 

meet anyone in the 

investment world who is 
not far more excited about the 
prospects for private credit, 
infrastructure, venture capital, 
forestry and the like than the 
conventional world of listed shares 
and bonds. 

Even private equity, in the long 
run, is still seen as a massive growth 
sector once it clambers over the 
hump of adjusting to permanently 
higher interest rates. 

BlackRock5 decision to fork out 
£2.6 billion for Pregin, the UK group 
that supplies data on private assets, 
shows the way the world is 
changing. The American index- 
tracking colossus may manage 
$10.5 trillion of largely listed assets, 
but it sees future growth 
increasingly in the unlisted space. 

Legal & General launch this 
week of an innovative fund to help 
modern-day pension schemes 
allocate savers' cash to hard-to- 
trade, illiquid assets is another 
example of the way the investment 
world is pushing into the shadows. 

In the UK, the proposed purchase 
of Hargreaves Lansdown by the 
private equity group CVC and the 
very media shy Abu Dhabi 
Investment Authority is symbolic 
too. HL’s success has been entirely 
built on the primacy of listed 
investments. What a paradox that it 
sees its best hope well away from 
the scrutiny of public markets. 

The attraction of private assets is 
that they confer an "illiquidity 
premium" on investors. Higher 
returns are the reward for not being 
able to cash out at a moment's 
notice and for having to do without 
the reassurance of seeing a market 
price oscillating second by second. 

L&G reckons this premium, after 
fees, is about 1-2 percentage points a 
year. If that continues to be true in 
the years ahead, then the shift into 
private assets will deliver 
significantly higher pensions. The 
clamour for liquidity is starting to be 
dismissed as an absurd fetish that 
has slowed growth and prosperity. 
Certainly it feels crazy that the 
savings of people wanting to put 
their money to work for maybe 30, 
40 or 50 years should be placed into 
vehicles requiring daily pricing. 

But the claims for private assets 
need to be set against the 
drawbacks, namely less 
transparency, less disclosure, less 
accountability and much higher 
costs. The risk of bubbles, wishful 
thinking and fraud has to be greater 
when there are no sellers, no 
Sceptics, no scrutiny and no 
shorters. 

Price discovery, the way buyers 
and sellers in public markets 
interact to produce a credible 
consensus view, is hugely overrated, 
one senior private markets boss said. 
Yes, it is imperfect, but has to be 
better than nothing at all. Societal 
pressure to push companies into 
better behaviour, in environment, 
health or the treatment of staff, 
works less well when there are few 
disclosure requirements and 
directors are not publicly 
accountable. 

And then there are those higher 


fees. Indexing has driven fees for 
vanilla public market investing 
down to 0.05 to 0.3 per cent of 
assets. Compare that with the 2 per 
cent of assets plus 20 per cent 
performance fee common in the 
private space. Even L&G's 
new private-assets fund will cost 
end-savers over | per cent a year. 
The appeal of private markets to 
the fee-gatherers in the investment 
industry is obvious. Whether it 
delivers higher returns to ordinary 
pension savers, or indeed a cleaner, 
healthier world, is more open to 
question. Sunlight is important. 


Iceland revisited? 


F | Nhe sooner Revolut bags itself a 
UK banking licence, the 
happier its customers will be. 

In the meantime, it is the taxpayers 

of Lithuania who seem to be on the 

hook in the unlikely event of 
something going spectacularly 
wrong at the London fintech. The 

Lithuanian central bank is the lead 

prudential regulator and the 

depositor protection scheme in 

Vilnius the first call. Crypto-loving 

Revolut is expanding fast, its 

customer balances and deposits 

growing last year to £18.2 billion, 
which is 30 per cent of Lithuanias 

GDP. Haven't we been here before 

with the Icelandic banks? 


Golden pensions 


t matters hugely which 
[5 workplace pension 

scheme your employer happens 
to put you into. They are not all the 
same. Figures from Barnett 
Waddingham reveal an 
astonishingly wide range of 
outcomes depending on the master 
trust appointed (report page 37). 

Over five years, Now Pensions, 
the country’s third biggest master 
trust with two million employees 
paying in, produced a lowly return 
of around 5.5 per cent a year, 
compared with National Pension 
Trust, a tiddler scheme with only 
60,000 members, which clocked up 
an annualised 12.9 per cent. 

Extrapolated over 40 years, these 
differences could produce vastly 
different pension outcomes. Auto- 
enrolment has rightly been hailed a 
success in bringing low earners into 
saving. This level of discrepancy 
could bring it into disrepute. 


It never rains but... 


twas a car crash interview 
] 52s on Times Radio for 

Rain Newton-Smith, the 
emollient head of the CBI. Andrew 
Neil, puzzled by her refusal to 
criticise any Labour policies, asked 
several times whether she agreed 
with Labours plans to abolish 
minimum turn-out rules for strike 
votes. “Does the CBI care if strikes 
are called on a minuscule vote?” 
asked Neil. Surely, she must have a 
view on that? “I think that’s 
something you should be asking the 
heads of unions,” was the rejoinder 
from the voice of business. 
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Price rises for fresh food 
slowed further to 1.5 per cent, 
helping to drive down the 
overall inflation figure 


1.5 per cent, down from 

2 per cent in May. Products 
other than food remained 
in deflationary territory, 
with a 1 per cent fall, 
compared with one of 

0.8 per cent in the previous 
month. 

Helen Dickinson, chief 
executive of the 
consortium, said: 

“Food inflation is now 
lower than any time since 
2021, helped by 

falling prices for key 
products such as butter and 
coffee. Meanwhile, non- 
food prices went deeper 
into deflation as retailers 
tried to drive sales by 
discounting. This was 
particularly true for TVs, 
with great deals to 
capitalise on the Euros 
fever." 

Mike Watkins, head of 
retailer and business insight 
at NielsenIQ, said: 

“Shop prices inflation is still 
slowing and this will be of 
help to shoppers as they 
plan their household 
budgets for essential goods 
and services. And with 
uncertainty around 
discretionary spending, we 
expect the intense 
competition across the 
marketplace to 

keep price increases as low 


Finally, a 
little good 
news for 
shoppers 


iscounting and 
falling food costs 
have driven 
down the pace of 
price rises in 
Britain’s shops to the 
slowest rate in almost three 
years, new figures suggest 
(Isabella Fish writes). The 


annual rate eased to 0.2 per 
cent in June, down from 
0.6 per cent in May and to 
the lowest level since 
October 2021, according to 
data published by the 
British Retail Consortium 
and NielsenIQ. 

Food prices inflation 


measured 2.5 per cent last 
month, down from 3.2 per 
cent in May. That 
represents both the 14th 
consecutive fall for the 
category and the lowest 
level since December 2021. 
Price rises for fresh 
food slowed further to 


as possible this summer.” 
The slowdown in shop 
price inflation is likely to be 
seized upon by the 
Conservatives. Rishi Sunak 
called this week’s 
general election in May on 
the back of falling inflation 
figures. 


House prices edge up but 
are still below 2022 peak 


Tom Howard 


House prices rose slightly in June for 
the second month in a row, although 
economists expect them to “flatline at 
best” over the summer as higher mort- 
gage rates bite. 

The average price of a home in 
Britain rose by 0.2 per cent last month 
compared with May, according to the 
latest figures from Nationwide. It 
means that house prices are 1.5 per cent 
higher than they were at this time last 
year, but are about 3 per cent below the 
high recorded in the summer of 2022. 

The high street lender estimates that 
the typical home now costs £266,064, 
the highest price recorded since 
October 2022, shortly after Liz Truss 
and Kwasi Kwarteng’s mini-budget. 

“Housing market activity has been 
broadly flat over the last year,’ Robert 
Gardner, Nationwides chief econo- 
mist, said. 

This time last year, few would have 
predicted that house prices would have 
held firm as the rapid increase in 
mortgage rates reduced would-be 
buyers’ affordability, bringing a hous- 
ing market that had boomed during the 
pandemic to a juddering halt. 

Rather than prices, transaction 


Consumer borrowing grows 


Britons increased their 
borrowing in May by 
the most in four 
months, despite a dip in 
mortgage approvals 
(Tom Saunders writes). 
Net consumer 
borrowing reached 
£1.5 billion in May, up 
from £800 million in 
April, which was 
£600 million below the 


volumes have borne the brunt of the 
latest market downturn. Although 
sales are comparable with last year’s 
levels, Nationwide said they were down 
by 15 per cent from 2019. 

“Transactions involving a mortgage 
are down even more, nearly 25 per cent, 
reflecting the impact of higher 
borrowing costs,” Gardner said. “By 
contrast, the volume of cash trans- 
actions is actually around 5 per cent 
above pre-pandemic levels.” 

Most players in the industry think 
that prices have been propped up by a 
shortage of homes being put up for sale, 


figure for March, Bank 
of England data 
showed. Net mortgage 
approvals fell from 
60,800 in April to 
60,000 in May and 
approvals for 
remortgaging dropped 
from 29,900 to 29,600 
in the same period. 
The growth in 
consumer credit 


borrowing was driven 
by a rise in net 
borrowing through 
credit cards, from 
£200 million in April to 
£600 million in May. Net 
borrowing via other 
channels, such as 
personal loans, 
increased from 

£600 million to 

£900 million. 


with people delaying their moving 
plans to wait for affordability to 
improve. At the same time, there have 
been few forced sellers, a factor identi- 
fied with more accommodating banks, 
better stress-testing and people having 
pandemic savings to fall back on. 
There have been signs that more 
homes are coming on to the market, 
while mortgage rates, which had been 
expected to come down over the 
summer, remain stubbornly high. 
"With signs that mortgage rates are 
causing demand to falter and that 
supply is improving, we think that 


house prices will flatline at best over 
coming months,’ Andrew Wishart, 
senior UK economist at Capital 
Economics, the consultancy, said. He 
had forecast that prices would rise by 
3 per cent in 2024, but, reflecting high 
rates and more homes being put up for 
sale, he now thinks a 0.5 per cent rise is 
more likely. 

Gardner agreed that “housing 
affordability is still stretched”. On his 
calculations, a borrower earning the 
average UK income buying a typical 
first-time buyer property with a 20 per 
cent deposit would have a monthly 
mortgage payment equivalent to 37 per 
cent of their take-home pay, well above 
the long-run average of 30 per cent. 

There remains a north-south divide 
in the housing market, Nationwide's 
data shows. In general, prices have 
risen in northern regions over the past 
year, whereas prices have fallen in most 
areas south of Birmingham. Prices are 
rising fastest in northwest England and 
in Northern Ireland, where they have 
increased by 4.1 per cent overthe past 12 
months. House prices in the southwest 
of England are 1.7 per cent lower than 
they were a year ago. London is the ex- 
ception in the south, with prices having 
risen by 1.6 per cent on last June. 


Shipping 
delays hit 
exports 
and growth 


Tom Saunders 


Factories increased their activity for a 
second consecutive month in June, 
albeit at a slower pace than in May, as 
shipping delays and higher freight costs 
weighed on exports. 

Output in the sector measured 50.9 
last month, below May’s 22-month high 
of 512, according to the purchasing 
managers’ index manufacturing survey 
compiled by S&P Global/CIPS UK. 
Any figure above 50 indicates expan- 
sion. 

It found that production volumes 
had increased as companies reported 
“rising intakes of new orders and 
[continuing] efforts to clear backlogs of 
work”. 

The rise was driven by strong levels of 
new work within the domestic British 
market, offsetting a decline in fresh 
export orders. New work from over- 
seas, including from the United States, 
China and mainland Europe, declined 
for the 29th month in a row. 

“The UK manufacturing sector is 
enjoying its strongest spell of growth 
for over two years, with June seeing 
output and new order growth sustained 
at robust rates similar to May’s recent 
highs,” Rob Dobson, director at S&P 
Global Market Intelligence, said. “The 
performance of the domestic market 
remains a real positive, providing a ripe 
source of new contract wins. In 
contrast, the weak export performance 
is concerning, with manufacturers 
reporting difficulties in securing new 
business in several key markets.” 

S&P said that part of this decline was 
linked with shipping delays and rising 
freight costs, "often" the result of 


P A ZA d k W d 
Houthi rebels have attacked goods 
vessels as they sail in the Red Sea 


attacks by Houthi rebels in Yemen on 
container vessels in the Red Sea. Com- 
panies continued to report price rises in 
inputs including energy, food, metals, 
packaging, paper, plastics and timber. 

Peter Arnold, EY UK’ chief 
economist, said: "There was another 
strong month of output growth, with 
the balance only slightly down on 
Mays high, while new orders are now 
growing on a sustained basis. On the 
costs and prices side, global shipping 
bottlenecks pushed up transport costs, 
resulting in the strongest input price in- 
flation since January 2023. 

"The potential for shipping disrup- 
tion to push up inflation has caused 
concern at several points in 2024, but so 
far the official data for core goods 
inflation has consistently surprised on 
the downside. Provided that remains 
thecase, this shouldn't stop the Bank of 
England's monetary policy committee 
from cutting interest rates soon." 

Rob Wood, chief UK economist at 
Pantheon Macroeconomics, said the 
figures indicated that the sector was 
"recovering solidly, despite downward 
revisions to output". 
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Mehreen Khan 


What elections in Britain and 
France say about bond vigilantes 


There will be few 

quiet trading days in 

markets this month, 

with politics driving 

the economic 
agenda in two of Europe's three 
largest economies this week. Britain 
and France will conclude their 
elections in the next five days, before 
the main event of the presidential vote 
in the United States in November. 

Beyond the short-run pre-election 
moves in stocks and currency pairs, 
investor sentiment in all three 
economies will be key in answering 
one of the main conundrums facing 
incumbent and challenger 
governments over the next years: just 
how much fiscal space are creditors 
willing to afford them? And on what 
terms will investors be willing to lend 
to fiscally constrained nations? 

France is a good place to start after 
the country’s first-round vote for the 
National Assembly was in line with 
polling. The hard-right National 
Rally, led by Marine Le Pen, won 
33.4 per cent of the vote, with an 
alliance of the left and Greens in 
second place at 279 per cent and 
President Macrons ruling centrists a 
distant third at 20.7 per cent. 

Seat distributions in the French 
parliament will be determined by the 
second round of voting next Sunday. 
Macron and the leftist alliance have 
promised to stand down in seats 
where they cannot defeat the Rally. 

Traders bought the euro and drove 
up the value of French stocks in a 
"relief rally" that reflected the 
probability of two of the most likely 
outcomes. One is an outright 
majority of at least 289 seats for 
the Rally; the second is the 
prospect of no single winner and 
a hung parliament. The "relief" 
reflects the slim chances of the 
alliance on the left, which 
includes the far-left 
France Insoumise and 
has promised significant 
fiscal expansion, 
gaining outright 
power. According to 
Alex Everett, an 
investment manager 
at Abrdn, “the tail 
risk of a left majority 
is seemingly avoided. 


Marine Le Pen's National 
Rally won 33.4 per cent 
of the vote in France 


This allays the market's worst fears of 
untrammelled spending." 

The sentiment reflects why "bond 
vigilantes" are more likely to dethrone 
far-left rather than hard-right 
governments (with Liz Truss proving 
the exception). The historic scale of 
the Rally triumph, in which it won 
12 million votes, the highest in any 
single French vote in the past decade, 
does not spook traders as much as the 
fiscal consequences of the left. 

Creditors' willingness to keep 
holding French debt without 
demanding a punishing premium is 
dependent on which of the apparent 
"extremes" could take power, with a 
clear preference for an anti-immigrant 
hard right that has already begun 
courting the country’s industrialists. 

This sanguine view smacks of 
complacency for a number of reasons 
that go beyond the short-term 
arithmetic of how much the Rally 
wants to borrow, tax or spend in the 
coming years. France has a budget 
deficit of 5.5 per cent of GDP and any 
new government will not be able to 
carry out the €20 billion in austerity 
that Macrons administration has 
pencilled in for the next three years 
after the country's bonds were 
downgraded this year. 

France is also in breach of the 
European Unions deficit rules and it 
will need to carry out fiscal 
consolidation worth 4 per cent of 
GDP to meet Brussels' targets, 
according to Bruegel, a think tank. 
This is a painful, sweeping 
retrenchment that no government, be 
it technocratic or hard right, has 

offered voters. 

* While the bond markets 

seem quiescent, there is an 
` additional complication over 
whether the European Central 
Bank could protect a hard- 
right government from a 
bond vigilante selling 
spree. Christian Lindner, 
Germany hawkish 
finance minister, has cast 
doubt over the ECBS 
ability to activate an 
emergency bond-buying 
tool to stop eurozone 
member states from 
suffering a brutal 
blowout in borrowing 
costs, particularly if 
Frances new government 
is not making enough 
efforts to fix its public 


finances. This is perhaps the crux of 
Frances fiscal dilemma under a 
populist regime, more than the bean- 
counting over how much the National 
Rally wants to raise the deficit by. 

The true test of the ECBS 
willingness to use its "transmission 
protection instrument" was supposed 
to be Italy, not France. Conditions for 
activating the tool are deliberately 
vague, but they do make clear that 
any member state wanting help has 
to be taking constructive steps to hit 
Brussels' budgetary targets. Even 
after dropping her vow to quit the 
euro, Le Pen still rails against the 
EUS fiscal straitjacket. "The TPI 
would be there to mitigate a crisis, not 
to nip it in the bud altogether," 
according to Gilles Moéc, the chief 
economist at Axa Investment 
Management. 

Compared with the legion of fiscal 
pitfalls facing France, Britain's outlook 
under a sizeable Labour majority 
looks positively benign. Bond investors 
have imbibed the party's rhetoric on 
fiscal discipline and are even willing to 
afford Rachel Reeves more borrowing 
firepower than she wants to spend. 
Tomasz Wieladek, chief European 
economist at T Rowe Price, thinks 
Labour could sensibly borrow an 
additional £30 billion or so without 
causing a stir in the gilts market. 
Other technocratic fixes, such as 
changing the measurement of public 
debt, which may have seemed 
incendiary under Truss, are likely to 
be introduced without rousing the 
bond vigilantes from their sleep. 

One country in a category of its 
own when it comes to borrowing 
prowess is the US. The world’s largest 
economy has a budget deficit of close 
to 7 per cent of GDP and is facing an 
uncertain political outlook between a 
Joe Biden regime that has embraced 
expensive industrial policy, and the 
tax-cutting and tariff-wielding 
ambitions of Donald Trump. 

Not that you would know it looking 
at the markets. The dollar is still 
surging on the back of a prolonged 
high-interest-rate environment and 
US stocks continue to hit record 


highs. The country's 9 9 


exorbitant fiscal 

privilege remains 

undented by its 

politics. 

Mehreen Khan is Economics Editor 
of The Times 
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Why investors could miss 
out on a long-awaited 
revival in real estate 


year ago the management 
of Lok’nStore, an owner 
and operator of self- 
storage units, went to 
investors with a plan to 
raise money. It wanted to build more 
units, an obvious and smart thing to 
do in a fast-growing market. 
Moreover, the fundraising would be 
at a big discount to the share price. 
Yet investors, both institutional and 
retail, failed to see the opportunity. 
They would not give Lok’nStore the 
whole sum it asked for. Less than a 
year later, the Brussels-listed 
Shurgard Self-Storage bought 
Lok’nStore — and at a 45 per cent 
premium to the market price. The 
UK's stock market investors couldn't 
see the value in a booming sector of 
real estate, but the Belgians could. 

This pattern of overseas investors 
swooping on property assets shunned 
by the London market has 
continued. Blackstone, the American 
private equity player, has acquired 
several UK-listed real estate 
companies. More recently 
Brookfield, a Canadian asset 
manager, made an approach to 
Tritax EuroBox, a listed operator of 
logistics parks. 

Why is there this mismatch? What 
do private bidders see that the 
markets cannot? 

Part of the answer comes from the 
property industry itself. We are 
moving from the old model of “let 
and forget” to a different owner- 
operator business. Successful 
property players now have distinctive 
brands and offer good customer 
service to drive high occupancy and 
recurring rental growth. 

The management teams of 
modern reits (real estate investment 
trusts) understand this. They 
measure tenant satisfaction through 
net promoter scores and efficiency 
through cost ratios and operating 
margin trends. These are proper 
businesses. Those that execute well 
deliver fantastic returns to 
shareholders. Safestore, another self- 
storage company, has quintupled 
investors’ money over the past 
decade. 

There are benefits to scale, too. 
Selectively consolidating listed real 
estate companies is an obvious way 
to get big fast. LondonMetric, an 
active consolidator of reliable 
income assets with a long track 
record of growing dividends, has just 


entered the FTSE 100. Private equity 
houses are active, too. 

Both sets of buyers are attracted 
by what they see as cheap UK 
companies. It is widely 
acknowledged that the London stock 
market is trading at an attractive 
valuation, particularly compared 
with America’s markets, and this is 
also true of reits. One way to gauge 
the relative cheapness is the price- 
to-net-asset-value ratio, a 
comparison of the share price to the 
value of the assets that the reit owns, 
minus its debt. At the end of May the 
discount was, on average, more than 
20 per cent. 

This begs another question. The 
whole UK stock market might be 
cheap, but why reits in particular? 

Several factors are at work. Reits 
are routinely under-appreciated by 
the generalist investor. They 
represent less than 3 per cent of the 
market. They typically borrow to 
enhance returns. With the Bank of 
England base rate at a 16-year high, 
the rising cost of debt has affected 
cashflows and property valuations. 

The bankruptcies of high street 
retailers and the adoption of flexible 
working patterns have led to a 
surplus of empty retail and office 
space in secondary locations. This 
has directly knocked the valuation of 
traditional property types. Retail and 
office valuations have been hit hard, 
but the impact has been felt even in 
assets that benefit from trends such 
as an ageing population, generation 
rent or ecommerce fulfilment. 

The forces that have pushed the 
tide of acquisitions are likely to 
abate over the course of this 
year. Inflation has dropped 
dramatically from its peak and 
interest rates are likely to fall. 
Property valuations appear to be 
bottoming out. This is all good news 
for the consolidators, but it might 
not be such good news for stock 
market investors, who could miss out 
on a long-awaited revival. Given the 
speed at which deals are happening, 
there is a real risk that best-in-class 
reits will disappear from the market 
and end up in the hands of private 
equity investors that will capture the 
long-term returns afforded by 
owning and operating the next 
generation of real estate. 


Matthew Norris is director of real 
estate securities at Gravis Capital 


NEWSLETTERS 


Stuart Fraser 
To 


Gerasponier 


SIGN UP 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 


36 


Tuesday July 2 2024 | THE TIMES 


Business 


Boss is walking away from Boots but 


Sebastian James insists 
his exit has nothing to 
do with the end of plans 
to float the business, 
reports Isabella Fish 

The outgoing boss of Boots has rejected 
claimsthat heis stepping down because 
its American owner shelved plans to 


float the British beauty and pharmacy 
chain on the stock market. Sebastian 


James is preparing to leave Boots after 
six years at the top. He is set to run 
Veonet, one of Europe’s largest chains 
of ophthalmology clinics and the 
owner of SpaMedica in Britain. 
Hisexit comes after Walgreens Boots 
Alliance, Boots' parent company since 
2014, recently decided, for the second 
time in two years, against selling or 
floating the pharmacy chain. James is 
said to have wanted to run Boots as a 
listed company, but, with the prospect 
of a float off the cards, to have decided 
to accept an offer elsewhere instead. 
James, 58, said that "any leader of 


business loves doing disruptive things 
and floating the business, or indeed 
selling the business, would have been a 
great, fun thing to do”. However, he 
dismissed suggestions that he was 
stepping down because ofthe scrapped 
float. He claimed that conversations 
with Veonet had started *months and 
months ago, long before any call was 
made on [the IPO]”. He said he was “as 
far from disgruntled as it's possible to 
be. I’m absolutely gruntled. This is good 
for Boots and I think it’s good for me 
because I get to do my thing.” 


Walgreens had considered sell- 
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ing Boots in 2022, but then it shelved 
plans citing an "unexpected and 
dramatic change" in market conditions. 
During the last sale process, Reliance 
Industries, the conglomerate overseen 
by Mukesh Ambani, the Indian billion- 
aire, and Apollo Global Management, 
the American private equity investor, 
made a joint bid for Boots. There was 
also interest from Mohsin and Zuber 
Issa, the Lancashire-based brothers 
who bought Asda, although that never 
led to a formal bid, as well as from 
CVC and Bain Capital, the American 
investment groups. 

Walgreens was said to have 
been looking for as much as £lObil- 
lion when it initially put Boots up for 
sale as it sought to focus on its busi- 
nessesin the United States, which have 
struggled in the past year amid a 
slowdown in consumer spending. The 
company itself has suffered under 
pressure from high debts after an 
acquisition spree. 

James said Walgreens had been a 
"great owner of Boots. They'veinvested 
very heavily. In fact, this programme 
we've got in the year ahead is the 
biggest investment programme Boots 
has ever had in its history.” 

He has been the senior vice- 
president and managing director of 
Boots UK and Ireland since 2018. He 
leads all Boots’ businesses, includ- 
ing Boots Opticians, in the UK and the 
Republic of Ireland. Before his appoint- 
ment at Boots, which is celebrating its 
175th anniversary this year, James had 
worked with Dixons from 2008, seeing 
through what turned out to be a 
calamitous merger with Carphone 
Warehouse. 

He has not always worked in retail. 
The old Etonian and contemporary of 
Boris Johnson and David Cameron in 
the University of Oxford's Bullingdon 
Club started his career at Bain & Co, 
including being project leader with a 
focus on retail and investment banking 
systems and transaction management. 
Described by Will Campion, the co- 
founder of the Money Maze Podcast, as 
a "polymath", James suggested that 
consulting was a "slightly more swash- 
buckling world back in those days”. 

James joined Boots in the UK with 
the task of transforming the business. 
The health and wellness brand, which 
employs about 52,000 people, had en- 
dured tough trading conditions before 
his appointment and Walgreens Boots 
Alliance had said that it would close 
poor-performing stores. He admitted at 
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insists he is still a happy man 
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Fenty by Rihanna, left, is among the 
newer brands promoted heavily by 
Boots to stave off competition. 
Sebastian James, its boss, below, is 
leaving to run a chain of eye clinics 


thetimethat Boots UK needed to move 
"more quickly" to adapt to market 
changes in the future and that signifi- 
cant investment was required. 

Alongside Ornella Barra, Walgreens' 
chief operating officer, he outlined his 
vision to refurbish the company’s high 
street stores, boost its online presence 
and reclaim its status as the place to go 
for wellness, beauty and pharmacy 
products after losing market share. He 
estimated that it would take three years 
or so to revive the fortunes of the retail 
side of the business, admitting that the 
stores were "a bit tired". 

Plans for Boots were hampered by 
the pandemic, when the number of 
visitors to its high street outlets 
slumped as a result of government 
restrictions. The group had to stay 
open to provide access to its phar- 
macies, but its retail business, which 
is the profitable part, was not 
allowed to trade. It meant it had to 
keep all its stores open at a loss. 

In addition, customers chose to 
rein in spending on items such 
as cosmetics and hair 
products, given the lock- 
downs and restrictions 
on  socialising. The 
group made an annual 
loss of £111 million in the 
year to August 2021, on 
the back of a £258 mil- 
lion loss in the previous 
year. 

To boost profits, the 
company has since shut 300 


( 


AV OM 
4 things that do change the 


outlets to take its store estate down to 
1,900 sites, in part owing to the under- 
performance of its pharmacy business, 
which has struggled after central gov- 
ernment funding cuts. Sales have 
started to get back on track, particularly 
in its beauty division, after Britons re- 
treated to small luxuries to cheer them- 
selves up amid the cost of living crisis. 

Under James’ leadership, the 
company has leaned further into its 
substantially more profitable beauty 
business, opening its first “beauty only” 
store in Battersea Power Station, south 
London, last year. It also has invested in 
newer brands, such as Milk and Fenty 
by Rihanna, in an attempt to stave off 
competition from newcomers in 
Britain, including Sephora. 

Last week Boots reported like-for- 
like sales growth of 6 per cent in the 
third quarter thanks to strong online 
sales. Last year its pre-tax profits 
jumped by 42 per cent to £237.6 million. 

James admitted that his plan for 
healthcare has been “a bit slow out of 
the tracks. We were facing quite an 
interesting situation, which is that the 
amount that we get paid for doing 
pharmacy was nominally fixed at a 
particular level for five years, almost 
the day I joined. 

"So we've had a situation of very 
rapidly rising costs, because of inflation 
and the cost of living. That's been quite 
abig headwind. But we, as a result, have 
to think completely differently about 
our healthcare operation and to be 
much more of a place where people go 
to get advice and medical care.” 

Asked what his legacy would be for 
running Boots, he said: ^I always havea 
slightly existential question in my mind 
with these jobs about whether a 

chief executive makes a blind bit 

of difference. 
"But I think if you're really 
lucky, you can do two or three 


trajectory of a business. The 
team and I have done a couple of 
things that are quite materi- 
ally significant for the 
future of the company. 
The two I would pick out 
would be the trans- 
formation in beauty 
and the drive towards 


digital; those two 
things have made a 
really, really big 


difference and will 
continue to do so in 
the years ahead.” 


Randox suffers £40m loss as it invests in research 


Richard Tyler 


Randox plunged from  Covid-era 
annual profits of £190 million to a loss of 
£40 million in 2023. 

The Northern Ireland-based health 
diagnostics firm said the losses had 
been expected after a restructuring of 
its operations after the pandemic. 

Between 2020 and 2022 it processed 
25million Covid tests under govern- 
ment contracts, increased its workforce 
and paused product development 
plans. The testing contracts, many of 
which were not tendered, brought the 
company hundreds of millions of 
pounds in payments from the govern- 
ment. Over two years, Randox made 
pre-tax profits of £465 million. 

However, in the year to the end of 
June 2023, its revenues declined from 
£625.6 million to £173.2 million and it 
recorded a pre-tax loss of £40 million, 
according to the privately owned com- 
panys latest accounts. 

"A lot of the losses have come from 


investing in R&D, because that has in- 
creased as we started to bring products 
closer to market. And we kept a high 
level of staff in research and develop- 
ment,” Peter FitzGerald, 73, the com- 
pany' founder and owner, said. “We 
probably kept 400 to 500 people extra. 
We were taking a bet on the future" 
Randox now employs 2,100 people, 
having peaked at 3,400 during the pan- 
demic. It has since opened 23 clinics to 
provide health tests directly to consum- 
ers, checking for vitamin and mineral 
deficiencies, fertility and hormonal 
health, as well as genetic testing for 
diseases such as prostate, bladder and 
gastrointestinal cancers. Its full body 
health tests start from £295. FitzGerald 
said the clinics had been lossmaking 
last year, but were now making money. 
Undera partnership with John Lewis, 
agreed in November, Randox has 
begun to open clinics within the depart- 
ment chains stores. FitzGerald said: 
“We are quietly happy. We would like to 
do a bit more, but it takes a time for 


Randox, which sponsors the Grand 
National, said it expected the losses 


them to bed down, for people to get 
used to them being there. 

"[ am confident that people would 
like to get tested more. You have to 
educate people on what you can offer. 
Private doctors are quite supportive 


and people recognise that the NHS is 
quite pressurised. They are paying for 
tests that they might have to wait for in 
the NHS. I don't think there is any 
doubt that the market for testing for 
different diseases is increasing." 

Randox, which sponsors the Grand 
National, came under scrutiny during 
the pandemic because of the way in 
which it was awarded its testing con- 
tracts. The National Audit Office said 
in 2022 that between January 2020 and 
December 2021 it had been awarded 
Covid testing contracts worth 
£776.9 million, 60 per cent of which 
were awarded with no competition 
under emergency procurement rules. 
Randox then reported that it had re- 
ceived only £419 million in payments. 

The audit office said that while 
government officials had failed to keep 
adequate records of meetings with 
Randox, it had “not seen evidence con- 
tracts ... were awarded improperly”. At 
the time, Randox welcomed the finding 
of “no evidence of impropriety”. 


Pension 
warning 
over default 
fund risks 


Ben Martin Banking Editor 


Millions of savers who have left their 
pension pots in the fund automatically 
allocated to them have been warned 
that “not all defaults are created equal” 
after research showed a wide disparity 
in investment performance between 
different portfolios. 

People saving for retirement through 
the auto-enrolment programme in a 
defined-contribution scheme have 
their pension contributions invested 
into their employers default fund, 
unless they actively pick a different 
investment strategy when they join 
their scheme. 

Most savers stick with the default 
option, meaning that the performance 
of the schemes is key to the retirement 
hopes of millions of workers. Analysis 
of 22 default strategies by Barnett 
Waddingham, a pensions consultancy, 
showed “a significant gap between the 
best and worst performers". 

While the default strategy of a 
growth portfolio at the National Pen- 
sion Trust grew by 174 per cent last 
year, that of Mercer was up by 77 per 
cent, according to the consultancy. The 
Aegon LifePath strategy was a top 
performer at 173 per cent, compared 
with 8.2 per cent at Royal London. 

There was also a gap in performance 
for default funds in the retirement 
phase. National Pension Trust was up 
12.9 per cent last year, while the NOW 
scheme at retirement gained 4.8 per 
cent, the research showed. 

“Its critical that savers remember 
that not all defaults are created equal,” 


Mind the gap 


Growth in year to December 31, 2023 


National Pension Trust 17.4% 


Fidelity Target Date 
Fund 

Scottish Widows PIA 
Aviva My Future 
Standard Life E 
Sustainable E 
Hargreaves Lansdown 3 
Nest E 
L&G Target Date Fund E 
Royal London E 
Mercer 3 


Mark Futcher, the head of defined- 
contribution pensions at Barnett 
Waddingham, said. “With most 
peoples pension sat in several different 
defined-contribution pots over the 
course of their career history, it’s all too 
easy to ‘set and forget’. In fact, almost 
three quarters of people have never 
changed how their pension is invested.” 

There is growing scrutiny of pen- 
sions amid concerns about the per- 
formance of some schemes and the way 
they are invested. The government has 
set out a series of measures to overhaul 
the industry, including an agreement 
with leading defined-contribution pen- 
sion managers last year to invest at least 
5 per cent of the assets in their default 
pension funds in unlisted equities by 
2030. The aim is to boost domestic in- 
vestment in high-growth British start- 
ups and to improve the returns enjoyed 
by members of retirement schemes. 

A spokesman for XPS, which owns 
National Pension Trust, said that “DC 
growth strategy returns were signifi- 
cantly higher in 2023 than 2022”. NOW 
said: “Our investment manager, Carda- 
no, continuously monitors our invest- 
ment performance and strategy.” 
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Rates drive Revolut profits to record high 


Ben Martin Banking Editor 


Higher interest rates helped to drive a 
near-doubling ofrevenues at Revolut to 
£18 billion last year and pushed profits 
at the fast-growing financial techno- 
logy company to record levels. 

Accounts for the London-based 
group, which will be published today, 
show that it swung to a pre-tax profit of 
£4378 million in 2023 from a £25.4 mil- 
lion loss a year earlier. 

Revolut reaped the benefit of higher 
rates, with its interest income surging 
to about £500 million from less than 
£83 million in 2022. This contributed to 
a 95 per cent year-on-year surge in 
revenue from £923 million to £18 bil- 
lion. 

The figures cement Revolut' status 
as one Britain's leading financial tech- 
nology companies, having grown rap- 
idly since it was set up nine years ago as 
a money transfer and foreign exchange 


business to become a sprawling group 
offering services ranging from crypto- 
currency trading to insurance. 

As oflast month the privately owned 
company had 45 million retail custom- 
ersin 38 countries, up from 38 million at 
the end of last year and 262 million in 
December 2022. It was valued at 
$33billion in its last funding round 
three years ago. 

However, its blistering expansion has 
drawn scrutiny, which intensified in 
March last year when it emerged that 
BDO, its external auditor, had raised 
concerns about almost £477 million of 
Revolut's revenues in 2021. 

This resulted in BDO giving a quali- 
fied opinion of Revolut's accounts for 
that year, posing a setback to the com- 
pany’s protracted attempt to secure a 
UK banking licence. 

While the businesss 2022 annual 
report, released last December, showed 
its auditor had resolved the issues 


Technology groups look 
to boost power supplies 


Louisa Clarence-Smith 


"Technology companies are in talks with 
the owners of about a third of America’s 
nuclear power stations in an effort to 
secure energy for data centres needed to 
power the artificial intelligence boom. 
The move could result in energy prices 
for other customers rising, The Wall 
Street Journal reported. 

Data centres presently account for 
between 1 per cent and 2 per cent of 
worldwide power consumption, but 
that is forecast to rise to between 3 per 
cent and 4 per cent by the end of the 
decade as the growth of AI drives 
demand for electricity, according to 
Goldman Sachs. A ChatGPT query, on 
average, requires nearly ten times as 
much electricity to process as a Google 
search. 

Amazon Web Services is reported to 
be in talks with Constellation Energy, 
an American power station owner, to 
secure electricity from a nuclear plant 
on the east coast. 

Itcomes afterthe Amazon subsidiary 
bought a nuclear-powered data centre 
in Pennsylvania for $650 million in 
March. The data centre can receive up 
to 960 megawatts of electricity, enough 


to power hundreds of thousands of 
homes. 

Patrick Cicero, the consumer 
advocate for Pennsylvania, said he was 
worried that technology companies 
buying up electricity power could drive 
up costs for other consumers and 
reduce reliability. “Never before could 
anyone say to a nuclear power plant, 
we'll take all the energy you can give 
us,” he told the Journal. 

Grid Strategies, a consultancy, 
reported that the nationwide forecast 
of annual electricity demand in the 
United States has risen from 2.6 per 
centto 4.7 per cent growth overthenext 
five years, owing to drivers including 
data centres for powering artificial 
intelligence. Grid planners are fore- 
casting peak demand growth of 38 giga- 
watts before 2029, which would require 
rapid planning and construction of new 
generation and transmission. 

An Amazon spokeswoman told the 
Journal: “To supplement our wind and 
solar energy projects, which depend on 
weather conditions to generate energy, 
we're also exploring new innovations 
and technologies, and investing in 
other sources of clean, carbon-free 
energy." 


Google thunders against 
Microsoft's cloud power 


Tom Howard 


Google has again attacked Microsoft, 
telling the competition regulator in 
Britain that its rival's licensing practices 
represent the biggest challenge for 
customers who want to switch cloud 
service providers. 

Microsoft has repeatedly drawn 
criticism from its competitors in recent 
years, which have argued that by giving 
its software users discounts on cloud 
services, it unfairly ties them in. 

The "cloud" is a catch-all term for 
computing services, including storage 
and software, that are provided over the 
internet instead of on local servers or 
personal devices. The sector is growing 
rapidly. 

The Competition and Markets 
Authority has been examining the 
£75 billion industry since last autumn 
after Ofcom, the regulator, has found 
that customers have struggled to switch 
because of high fees and technical 


barriers. The CMA asked for interested 
parties to offer their thoughts and 
Google said that, in its view, “Micro- 
softs licensing practices and certain 
related artificial technical barriers pose 
the most significant challenge to cus- 
tomers' ability to explore and/or adopt 
a multi-cloud or switching strategy 

“It is critical that action is taken to 
address these artificial licensing 
barriers to ensure that customers have 
the ability to select their cloud provid- 
ers on the merits of their offerings 
rather than because they are locked in 
to Microsoft's ecosystem." 

Google is the third largest player in 
Britain's cloud computing market, with 
a share of about 10 per cent. Microsoft 
and Amazon Web Services are the two 
leaders, with an estimated combined 
share of 70 per cent to 80 per cent. 

"Our licensing terms enable our 
customers and other cloud providers to 
run and offer Microsoft software on 
every cloud,” Microsoft said. 


45m 


Retail customers in 38 countries, up 
from 26.2 million in December 2002 
Source: Revolut 


encountered in 2021, BDO still gave 
only a qualified opinion ofthe accounts 
"in respect of the comparability" of the 
revenue figures between the two years. 

BDO has given an unqualified opin- 
ion of Revolut's 2023 accounts, a fillip 
for the company in its efforts to win a 
banking licence from the Bank of 
England. Securing a UK licence would 


unlock further avenues for growth for 
Revolut. Nik Storonsky, 39, its chief 
executive and co-founder, said the 
company remained “committed to pro- 
gressing" with its application. 

Its main regulators at present are the 
Financial Conduct Authority in Britain 
and the Bank of Lithuania, which 
granted a banking licence to the busi- 
ness in 2018. 

Total customer balances rose from 
£132 billion to £18.2 billion by the end of 
last year. Its loan book jumped from 
£204 million in 2022 to £528 million a 
year later, which in turn pushed up 
expected credit losses on its lending 
from £52 million to £31.6 million. 


The group said no single product or 
geographic region accounted for more 
than 30 per cent of revenues in 2023. 
“We believe this allows us to grow resil- 
iently through very different economic 
environments,” Victor Stinga, Revolut's 
finance chief, said. 

Revolut also signalled its ambitions 
to join the stock market in future, with 
Stinga saying in the accounts that the 
company had "solid foundations" that 
in the long term would “bring our fi- 
nancial processes in line with the stan- 
dards expected from publicly listed 
companies". 

He declined to comment on when or 
where Revolut might list. 
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3 for £25 
on summer paperbacks 


This summer, enjoy three paperbacks for £25 at the Times 
Bookshop. Featuring award-winning fiction and great books 
reviewed by our Times and Sunday Times literary editors. 


To buy now visit timesbookshop.co.uk, 
call 020 3176 2935 or scan the QR code 


EXTRA 20% 
DISCOUNT 


FoR TIMES+ 
MEMBERS 


TIMES Bookshop 


Free UK P&P on online orders over £25. Times* discount not applicable on this promotion. Promotional prices valid online on select titles for a limited time only 
(ends midnight, 31 August 2024). All orders placed by phone will incur a minimum £2.99 delivery charge. 
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Business Markets 


Lauren Almeida Tempus 


Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips 


Microcomputer maker is tempting 


RASPBERRY PI 


Market cap 
£775m 


Operating profit 
£37.5m 


aspberry Pi was floated on 
the London stock market 
only a few weeks ago, but 
its market value is already 
up by more than 40 per 
cent. The microcomputer maker has 
been the third most popular 
investment among customers of 
AJ Bell, the broker, in the past 
month. Yet as the excitement 
surrounding the initial public 
offering begins to fizzle out, the key 
question lingers: are the shares still a 
good price? 

Founded in Cambridge in 2012, 
Raspberry Pi is a designer and 
developer of low-cost, single-board 
computers, known in the trade as 
SBCs. These are used by industrial 
customers as well as educators and a 
devoted hobbyist community. 
Indeed, the “enthusiast and 
education” market made up 28 per 
cent of its $266 million revenue last 
year. 

Most of its $66 million gross profit 
comes from SBCs, at $63.6 million, 
but it made $4.5 million from 
accessories such as cameras, 
keyboards and touchscreen displays. 
There is a small “other” segment of 
the group that includes its 
semiconductors and Raspberry Pi 
Press, a publishing business that 
produces Raspberry Pi-related books 
and magazines. 

One of the main draws for 
investors is that Raspberry Pi is 
“vertically integrated”. This means it 


SCOTTISH AMERICAN INV CO 


Market cap 
£911m 


Discount to net 
asset value 9% 


he £911 million Scottish 
| American Investment 
Company can trace its origins 
back to 1873 and, not surprisingly, is 
one of the oldest trusts listed in 
London. Its global portfolio, which 
includes the likes of Novo Nordisk, 
the Danish pharmaceuticals group, 
and Microsoft, the technology 
powerhouse, is designed for investors 
looking for growing income. 
The trust has most of its portfolio 
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Strong quality, clear 
paths for growth and loyal 
customer base 


controls key elements in its supply 
chain. It designs the components in 
its product, which maximises 
efficiency and reduces reliance on 
others. The company’s growth 
strategy is simple: increase sales by 
focusing on unit sales and upping 
average selling prices. It innovates 
quickly, with core SBC product 
launches every three to four years. 
It expects its 2024 financial year to 
be weighted towards the second half 
owing to the timing of Raspberry 


invested in stocks in sectors that 
range from technology to consumer 
goods, as long as the managers deem 
that each company has a dependable 
income stream and the potential for 
profit growth above inflation. The 
remainder of the portfolio is invested 
12 per cent in bonds, 02 per cent in 
net liquid assets and 8.9 per cent in 
property. The latter is managed by 
OLIM Property Limited. 

Since James Dow became lead 
manager of the fund in August 2017, 
its total return has been neck-and- 
neck with the FTSE AII World index, 
although the two have diverged this 
year, with the trust dropping by 3 per 


Pi 5, its latest product, last October. 
Analysts at HSBC expect the group 
to deliver mid-teen gross profit 
growth over the next three years. 
Last year 82 per cent of its sales 
went through a “direct distribution 
channel”, with the company 
arranging for the manufacture of its 
products and selling them to a 
network of approved sellers, who 
then resell to end customers or to 
original equipment manufacturers. 
The remainder goes through a 
“licensee” channel via its contract 
with Premier Farnell, the electronics 
company. It pays Raspberry Pi 
royalty costs and arranges its own 
supply of components, 
manufacturing and distribution. 
Only 12 per cent of Raspberry Pi 
sales come directly from original 


cent, compared with a 13 per cent 
rise in the global stock market. 

The fund now yields 2.8 per cent, 
compared with an average of 3.5 per 
cent in its investment trust sector. 
However, Scottish American does 
have an impressive track record of 50 
years of consecutive dividend rises, 
increasing its payouts by an average 
of 4.2 per cent over the past five 
years, and a total return of more 
than 180 per cent over the past 
decade. 

The trust reported a charge of 
0.58 per cent as of the end of last 
year, compared with an average of 
0.46 per cent among other 


equipment manufacturers, but a 
focus on this area should help to 
drive higher gross profits. While 
typically it requires greater 
investment from a working capital 
perspective (as it requires more 
money to fund inventory and 
receivables), the gross profit per unit 
is three times higher compared with 
that for the licensee channels and it 
gives the company further control 
over its supply chain. 

Investors might be drawn in, too, 
by Raspberry Pis asset-light business 
model. Its customer base is so loyal 
that it does not need a traditional 
sales team. It employed 103 people 
on average last year, with half of 
those in the engineering 
department. Those casting an eye, 
though, should be aware that less 
than a third of the company’s shares 
are in free float and that under half 
of the business is owned by the 
Raspberry Pi Foundation, a charity 
that the company set up in 2008 to 
help to widen access and to promote 
computer science among younger 
people. 

The flotation pop has not gone 
unnoticed. This week it emerged that 
the asset management branch of 
JP Morgan had amassed a short 
position equivalent to 0.51 per cent of 
the company’s issued share capital. 

The stock has cooled off 
somewhat, down 7 per cent from a 
peak of £4.40 a few days after it was 
listed. It still trades at just under 40 
times expected earnings for next 
year but, given the strength of its 
brand power, robust business model 
and promising growth prospects, this 
looks justified. 


investment trusts in the global equity 
income sector. However, the shares 
trade at a 9 per cent discount to its 
net asset value, which is decent for a 
basket of some of the biggest 
companies in the world. The fund 
comes with a meaningful allocation 
to alternative asset classes that 
differentiates it from most of its 
peers, as well as diversifying its yield. 


Buy 
Reliable income fund at 


a discount 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Platts to leave HSBC 


The boss of Silicon Valley Bank’s 
British business, who led it 
through its rescue by HSBC last 
year, is leaving to run the venture 
capital division of Octopus 
Group. Erin Platts, 42, will take 
charge of Octopus Ventures in 
January after a two-decade 
career at the American bank, 
which focused on the technology 
and venture capital industries. 
Silicon Valley Bank collapsed last 
year and its UK subsidiary was 
bought for £1 by HSBC. Platts has 
continued to run the business, 
which was renamed HSBC 
Innovation Banking UK. 


Varley is new DWF boss 


The former UK boss of EY will be 
named this week as the chairman 
of DWE, the first law firm to list 
shares in London. Steve Varley, 
56, who stepped down as EY’s UK 
chairman and managing partner 
in 2020, will be announced as 
DWFEF's new boss as soon as today, 
Sky News said. DWF, which has 
acted for clients including 
Durham county council and 
British Airways, was taken private 
by Inflexion, the private equity 
firm, last summer in a 

£342 million deal. 


French to charge Nvidia 


Nvidia is set to be charged by the 
French competition regulator 
after dawn raids in September, 
amid a broader inquiry into cloud 
computing. Demand for the 
artificial intelligence technology 
produced by the world’s largest 
chipmaker has soared after the 
release of ChatGPT, triggering 
regulatory scrutiny. The watchdog 
has raised concerns over the 
reliance of the sector on Nvidia's 
Cuda chip programming software. 
It could face fines of 10 per cent of 
its global annual turnover. 


Brookfield offered time 


A FTSE 250 warehouse landlord 
being targeted by Brookfield has 
given the Canadian investor more 
time to come up with a formal 
offer, but says it is in talks with “a 
number of parties”. Brookfield’s 
original deadline to make a bid 
for Tritax EuroBox, which owns 
€15 billion of delivery depots and 
distribution hubs around Europe, 
was last night, but that has been 
extended until the end of July. 
Tritax said other prospective 
bidders had been given access to 
the company’s financials. 
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Markets Business 


Kitty bites 
off a chunk 
of Chewy 


onfirmation that 
Roaring Kitty, 
the online 
influencer known for 
triggering 2021’s meme 
stock rally, has bought 
a 6.6 per cent stake in 
Chewy, sent shares in 
the American online 
pet store sharply 
higher yesterday — 
albeit only briefly (Tom 
Howard writes). 

Stock exchange 
filings showed that 
Keith Gill, Roaring 
Kitty's real name, had 


Monday, making him 
the company’s third 
largest shareholder. 

Gill hinted at his 
latest share purchase a 
few days later, when he 
posted an uncaptioned 
picture of a puppy on 
Twitter/X, the social 
media site. In response 
to that post, Chewy 
shares jumped to their 
highest level in almost 
a year. 

They rose again in 
pre-market trading 
yesterday and at one 
point were up by as 
much as 15 per cent. 
However, they began 
to fall shortly after the 
opening bell. At the 
close they were off by 


DANIEL ACKER/BLOOMBERG/GETTY IMAGES. 
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Gill, 38, would have 
paid for them last 
week. 

The first page of the 
filing with the US 
Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
included a section 
asking Gill to ^check 
the appropriate box to 
designate whether you 
are a cat". Gill ticked 
the “I am not a cat” 
box. 

Chewy, which sells 
pet food as well as 
medicine online, was 
founded by Ryan 
Cohen in 2011. Cohen 
is now the chief 
executive of 
GameStop, the video 
games retailer that was 


Centrica is powering up as 
simpler approach pays off 


Emma Taggart Market report 


fire was lit under 

Centrica’s shares after 

analysts recognised the 

energy companys efforts 

to reduce costs and 
simplify its business. Berenberg 
upgraded its rating of the British Gas 
owner to *buy" from "hold", sending 
the shares up 1%p, or 1.4 per cent, to 
136%p. 

It said Centrica’s strong balance 
sheet of nearly £3 billion in net cash 
would allow the company to extend 
its share buyback programme. If the 
British Gas owner used £I billion to 
buy back shares, the investment bank 
suggested that would allow the 
company to smooth out its share 
price. It also believes that if the 
programme were to be extended, 
profits at Centrica would normalise in 


Wall Street report 

In a mixed start to a trading week 
cut short by the Independence Day 
holiday and with an eye on the 
forthcoming jobs report, the Dow 
Jones industrial average rose only 
slightly, closing up 50.66 points, or 
0.1 per cent, at 39,169.52. 


line with the slowdown in commodity 
prices. 

The FTSE 100 began the month 
largely flat, however, adding only 
2.64 points, or 0.03 per cent, to end 
the day at 8,166.76. 

Retail stocks received a lift after a 
report from KPMG forecast that 
Britain's gross domestic product 
would grow by 0.5 per cent in 2024, 
up from 0.1 per cent last year. Shares 


Conduit eyes anti-obesity drug 


Cambridge- 
based, Nasdaq- 
listed life 


sciences business has 
joined the race to 
develop the next 
generation of anti- 
obesity drugs. 

Conduit 
Pharmaceuticals is 
said to be working on 
developing a oral, 
solid-form patented 
product that it 
believes may 
outperform newly 
approved weight-loss 
drugs. 

Formed in 2019, 
Conduit acquires 
drugs that are ready 
for phase II clinical 
trials and then seeks 
an exit through 
licence deals after 


Conduit acquires drugs 
that are ready for 
phase II clinical trials 


successful trials. 
Shares in Conduit 
were down 6% cents, 
or 6.1 per cent, at 99% 
cents at the close in 
New York. 

The company is led 
by David Tapolczay, 
64, a British drugs 
industry veteran. 


Alongside Freda 
Lewis-Hall, 68, 
Conduit’s 
chairwoman, he 
founded SpringWorks 
Therapeutics, which 
licensed four 
compounds initially 
from Pfizer and built 
from an early 

$100 million 
investment to be 
valued at about 

$1.5 billion. 

The company was 
listed on Nasdaq last 
September. The 
decision to list in 
New York was seen as 
a blow to the London 
stock market, which 
has struggled to 
persuade fast-growing 
companies to float in 
the UK. 


12per cent, to 143%p; Barratt 
Developments, which rose 575p, or 
12 per cent, to 477%p; and 
Persimmon, which gained 20p, or 
15 per cent, to £1372. 

Shares in International 
Consolidated Airlines Group 
ascended 1%p, or 1 per cent, to 164p 
after the British Airways owner 
announced a share buyback 
programme aimed at fulfilling a 


to 8624p after a survey from China 
suggested weak domestic. China is the 
luxury retailers largest market, 
accounting for about 30 per cent of its 
sales. 

It was a gloomy day on the 
FTSE 250, which fell 63.95 points, or 
0.3 per cent, to end the day at 
20,222.08. Moonpig shed 4p, or 
2.2per cent, to 1864p as it pared back 
last week’s gains. Shares in the online 
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IOS ‘Find My’ App 


This tiny tracker can track 


your car, child, pet, elderly relative 
and personal possessions 


ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD! 


MINI TRACKERS LOCATION IS DISPLAYED ON YOUR SMART PHONE OR TABLET 


MY CAR? 


We specialise in finding the easiest to use PROBLEM SOLVERS 
and bring them to market at value for money prices. 


This MiNi TRACKER measures just 4cm x 4cm, so tiny, lightweight 


and unobtrusive that it can be placed in child's school bag or elderly 
relatives clothing, giving you peace of mind knowing where they are. 


Simply download the FIND MY APP on your Apple or Android 
phone and follow the simple instructions. GPS operation en- 
ables tracking worldwide. 


Should you be unfortunate enough to mislay your valuable pos- 
sessions' or suffer a theft, you will be able to track their movement 
and destination and be able to advise the police. 


Very handy for locating your car in multi-level car parks and 
tracking your car keys at home. 
Originally developed for tracking airline luggage - our tracker 


does so much more with endless uses. 
Works wath V 
[9] Apple Find My 


GPS ^ 
MINI 


PRACKER 


FROM ONLY 


B Google Play | @ AppStore 


- : 

Download the FREE App 

at Google Play or o x = £ Each 
, the App Store — +p&p 


ONE MiNi TRACKER 


MiNi ONLY £19.99 


MY DAD? 


' =| 
$ 
À 

7 


oF 


Get an Instant notification of the location 


of where your MiNi TRACKER is placed... 


PLACE IN YOUR VEHICLE 


PLACE IN YOUR 
CHILDS SCHOOL BAG 


ATTACH TO DOG COLLARS 


PLACE IN THE DRESSING 
GOWN POCKET OF AGED 
FAMILY MEMBERS 

PLACE IN LUGGAGE 
WHEN TRAVELLING 


PLACE IN VALUABLE HANDBAGS 


SUPPLIED ON 
A CONVENIENT 
KEYCHAIN 


* Universal compatiblity - Works effortlessly with iOS and Android devices 
* Real-Time Tracking- Advanced technology pinpoints the exact location 
* Customisable Alerts - Receive instant notifications when out of range 


* Long Battery Life - Lasts for up to a year 


* User-Friendly App - Easily manage all your devices simultaneously and share 


with other users for convenience and security 
* Durable-Build - Built to withstand daily wear and tear. 


TRACKER 
LOCATION IS 
DISPLAYED ON 


TWO MiNi TRACKERS 
ONLY £29.99 
SAWE £10 


YOUR SMART 12 MONIS 


PHONE or 
TABLET 


FOUR MiNi TRACKERS 
ONLY £49.99 
PAVE £30 


BATTERY 
LIFE 


3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER CALL OUR CREDIT CARD ORDERLINE MON - SAT 7AM -9PM & SUN 8AM-8PM 


N C CALLFREE:0800 472 5341 +S: 


ORDER ONLINE: www.pressplaydeals.co.uk/tracker 
BY POST Complete the coupon and post today to: 
Pressplay Ltd, (Dept TR2828), Unit 7A, Chelmsford Road Ind Est, Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 1HD 
100% GUARANTEE If you are not totally satisfied with your purchase, 
return goods within 14 days of receipt for a full refund. 
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Obituaries 


Joss Naylor 


Plain-speaking, stout-drinking Cumbrian sheep farmer known as the ‘king of the fells’ for his astonishing and record-breaking hill runs 


Joss Naylor was taking part in a 24- 
hour challenge running up and down 
42 Lake District peaks when at about 
midnight he heard the bleating of a 
lamb in distress. Immediately his shep- 
herding instincts took over and he 
stopped to help to rescue the animal, 
which had become stuck in a bog. 

Known as the "flying shepherd" or 
the "king of the fells", Naylor was re- 
nowned for his endurance runs. In 1974 
he ran the 268-mile Pennine Way in 
three days and four hours, while a year 
later he completed 72 Cumbrian peaks 
in a single day. Both records stood for 
more than a dozen years. 

Tall, wiry and softly spoken, with the 
surefootedness of a goat and the looks 
of a whippet, Naylor ran in all condi- 
tions. One day the heat was "like trying 
to stand too close against a bonfire", 
whilethe next his face wastransformed 
into a featureless balloon by the pum- 
melling of horizontal rain. The moun- 
tains also had other surprises, including 
clouds of midges that invaded his 
mouth, nose and ears, and the ashes of 
former fell-walkers scattered by their 
families underfoot. 

The challenges continued. In 1983 he 
eyeballed every drop of water in the 
Lake District before darkness fell while 
tackling the 105-mile Lakes, Meres and 
Waters circuit from Loweswater to 
Over Water in 19 hours and 20 minutes, 
a feat later described in a book by 
Vivienne Crow. "It was a good week- 
end; he told the local News & Star 
newspaper. "I could have got under 19, 
mind — it was the bloody mist that put 
me back ten minutes." 

Four years later he took seven days, 
one hour and 25 minutes to complete 
all 214 Lake District summits listed by 
Alfred Wainwright, knocking half a 
week off the previous record (Wain- 
wright himself took 13 years). ^I would 
have done itin six days, but I had troub- 
lewith my feet;" hesaid, describing how 
the flesh on both ankles was cut 
through to the nerve. It was 27 years 
until that record was toppled. 

Another stunning achievement was 
his ascent and descent of Scafell Pike, 
the highest summit in England, in only 
47 minutes. He described setting off an 
hour behind four young soldiers: “Once 
Icrossed the beck, my legs just fired up. 
It was like somebody had put a rocket 
up my backside. I touched the pit cairn 
on the top and came back past 
these lads.” 

His greatest accomplishment was 
arguably the Three Peaks Challenge in 
1971 when, despite driving rain, he 
scaled not only Scafell Pike in England 
but also Ben Nevis in Scotland and 
Snowdon in Wales in 11 hours 54 min- 
utes. "It was just one of those magic 
things" he told Avaunt magazine, 
adding that he was driven between the 
mountains in a rally-specification 
Ford Capri. 

On runs of more than two days 
he snatched three hours of sleep a 
night on a mattress in the back of a 
van. Food was not a problem. “TIl eat 
'owt, he said. On a quiet day water 
and a chocolate bar sufficed; on longer 
runs he enjoyed macaroni pudding, 
trifle and weak tea, plus a few cans 
of stout. 

"| always try to enjoy my training 
runs," he told the Manchester Evening 


` e 7 a 


News. “I have got away without putting 
a lot of stress on myself. I have never 
done any pace training or weight train- 
ing of any kind — just drinking Guin- 
ness in large quantities.” Most impor- 
tantly, he added: “I respect the weather 
at all times.” 

Joseph Naylor was born at Middle 
Row Farm in the farming hamlet of 
Wasdale Head, near the foot of Scafell 
Pike, in 1936. He was the youngest of 
four children of Joe Naylor, a shepherd 
from Caldbeck who had moved to 


‘I wore my big work 
boots, cut the legs off my 
trousers and off I went 


Wasdale in 1927, and his wife Ella (née 
Wilson). His siblings were James, Scott 
and Marjorie, with whom he helped on 
the farm before and after school, 
stacking hay, shovelling fodder and 
milking cows. 

He recalled travelling by taxi along 
Wastwater to school in nearby Gos- 
forth while wearing short trousers all 
year round. "Aye, we wore shorts in 
winter and nivver ailed ‘owt,’ he told 
The Guardian. “And clogs too, with iron 
strips nailed under them called 
caulkers that sadly picked up thick 


Naylor descending Tryfan in Wales in 1973 and 


s. - 


on a run at home in Wasdale 


platforms of snow so it was like walking 
on mini stilts.” 

He left school at 15 to work on the 
farm, proving astonishingly fleet of 
foot. However, as a schoolboy he had 
suffered a back injury while taking part 
in Cumberland Westmorland wres- 
tling, a traditional sport unique to the 
area, and was deemed unfit for 
National Service. 

At19 he had surgery to remove carti- 
lage from his right knee, but the opera- 
tion was bodged and thereafter his knee 
would not lock, hence his unusual gait. 
Three years later he had two discs re- 
moved from his back at a Manchester 
hospital anditwas many months before 
he worked again. Even then he was 
often in pain. 

Naylor began running in 1960 after 
spotting a trial taking place near his 
family’s farm. “I wore my big work 
boots, cut the legs off my trousers and 
off I went,” he said. “By the third check- 
point I was well in the lead, but as I 
came over the top of the next hill, I got 
cramp in both legs because of the oper- 
ations and my circulation not being 
quite right. But I still finished the race.” 

The following day he was so stiff he 
could hardly walk. However, he perse- 
vered, training regularly and taking 
advice from Eric Beard, a dedicated 
mountaineer and fell runner. Two 


JOHN CLEARE/MOUNTAIN CAMERA PICTURE LIBRARY; ALAMY 


years later he came fifth in the annual 
Ben Nevis race in Scotland. Yet compet- 
itive sport did not run in the family. 
“When I started, my parents told me I 
was a silly bugger and not to waste my 
time. But I remember one time the old 
lad [his father] was sitting on a wall 
when I was finishing a race, and tears 
were running down his eyes.” 

In 1963 he married Mary Downie. 
They lived in a 16th-century farm- 
house, with ducks and hens idly 
scratching the earth round the back. He 
kept a few cows and calves, while more 
than 1,000 sheep, mostly Herdwicks 
and Swaledales, roamed the nearby 
fells. The marriage was dissolved 
and he is survived by their children, 
Paul, who took over the farm, Susan 
and Gillian. 

Chris Brasher, the Olympic gold 
medal winner and co-founder of the 
London Marathon, tried to persuade 
Naylor to turn professional, but he was 
determined to remain with his sheep. “I 
did a 24-hour run at Crystal Palace and 
they said, “You can win any marathon 
you want’, but I wasn't really in a posi- 


tion where I could just do that; he 
recalled. 

In 1971 he became only the sixth per- 
son to complete the Bob Graham 
Round, a challenge set in 1932 by a Ke- 
Swick guesthouse owner to complete at 
least 42 fells within 24 hours, though 
Naylor managed 61. He did so again in 
1972 and 1975, with 63 and 72 peaks re- 
spectively. The following year he ran 
the coast-to-coast route from Robin 
Hoods Bay to St Bees in a record 41 
hours, while in 1979 he completed the 
42-mile Lyke Wake Walk across the 
North York Moors in four hours 53 
minutes, though that record stood for 
only two years. 

Overseas, Naylor completed the 26- 
mile Pikes Peak Marathon in Colorado 
and the I8-mile Swiss Alpine trail race 
from Sierre to Zinal. Back home he 
inaugurated the Joss Naylor Lakeland 
Challenge for over-50s that involves 30 
summits over 48 miles between Pooley 
Bridge and Wasdale; he completed the 
first run in 1990 in 11 hours and 30 
minutes. 

Meanwhile, his back problems had re- 
turned and by 1980 he had reduced his 
farming commitments to sheep only 
and found work at the nearby Sellafield 
nuclear power station. On one occasion 
he “sorted outa couple of shop stewards” 
who disapproved of him having twojobs, 
recalling: “This fella 
thought the good 
Lord had flattened 
him. He didn’t realise 
Thad so much power.” 

However, he was 
also inhaling too 
much toxic sheep dip. 
“It used to fair clear 
your head, like. But it 
left the blood coagu- 
lating in my legs and 
wasnt getting 
pumped down in my 
feet when tempera- 
tures dropped below 
10 degrees,” he said. 
In later years he 
spent the winter in 
Spain. 

He was the subject 
of a biography (Joss, 
2009, by Keith Richardson), was men- 
tioned in Steve Chilton’s history of fell 
running, It's a Hill, Get Over It (2013), 
and had a racehorse named after him. 
However, he was critical ofthe National 
Trust's stewardship of his beloved Lake 
District. "They've put in car parks and 
let the walls go down; the bracken is 
abouttwicethe size and there are briars 
everywhere. It's no longer the valley I 
grew up in," he complained. 

In 2016 Naylor celebrated his 80th 
birthday with a combined run and bike 
ride, following the journey his father 
had made in 1927 and raising more than 
£11,000 for the Brathay Trust, which 
works with young people and of which 
he was patron. Five years later he suf- 
fered a stroke, though he continued to 
enjoy the glory of the fells. Asked about 
his legacy, Naylor said: “I just want to be 
remembered as Joss Naylor. Nothing 
bloody fancy. Just a simple fella who 
likes to do a bit of good.” 


Joss Naylor MBE, fell runner, was born 
on February 10, 1936. He died on June 
28, 2024, aged 88 
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Kinky Friedman 


‘Have-a-go hero, satirist, country singer and would-be politician who divided opinion with his provocative irreverence 


MICHAEL OCHS ARCHIVES/GETTY IMAGES; TONY GUTIERREZ/AP 


Whether Kinky Friedman could have 
got away today with singing a country 
ballad about the Holocaust called Ride 
"Em Jewboy is doubtful. Nor is it likely 
that another song with the lyric "They 
aint makin' Jews like Jesus anymore, 
They ain't makin’ carpenters that know 
what nails are for" would have escaped 
censure. 

Both songs were recorded in the 
early 1970s with his band the Texas 
Jewboys, and earned him a cult follow- 
ing and celebrity fans who included 
Willie Nelson and Bob Dylan. 

Although Ride 'Em Jewboy and They 
Aint Makin’ Jews Like Jesus Any More 
were satirical diatribes agains 
antisemitism, not everybody appreciat- 
ed his provocative irreverence. "Many 
people never could get past the title of 
thesong or the name ofthe band. It go 
alot of people's backs up,” he admitted. 
"But f*** 'em if they can't take a joke.” 

Growing up in Texas, he forged a 
singular marriage between his heritage 
asthe descendant of Jewish immigrants 
from eastern Europe and his good ol 
boy surroundings. While he wore a 
en-gallon hat, leather cowboy boots 
andatie with a mother-of-pearl map of 
he lone star state, his Yiddishkeit, or 
Jewishness, was an equally proud part 
of his outsize persona. “I was the 
bastard child of twin cultures, and 
hey seemed to have a lot in common, 
cowboys and Jews They both 
wear their hats indoors,” he said in a 
2006 interview. 

By then he was running for office as 
he governor of Texas with a typically 
surreal bunch of slogans that appeared 
on posters and car bumper stickers. 
“My governor is a Jewish cowboy” was 
one which, of course, he also turned 
into a song. Other slogans such as “He 
aint Kinky, hes my governor" and 
"Friedmans just another word for 
nothing left to lose" were playfully 
adapted from more familiar songs. 

He proposed making Willie Nelson 
his energy tsar and reducing the state 
speed limit from 55 to 54.95 miles per 
hour but his policy platform embraced 
more serious proposals including the 
legalisation of marijuana, casino gam- 
bling and same-sex marriage. He sup- 
ported the latter on the grounds that 
gay people "have a right to be just as 
miserable as the rest of us". He was, his 
website pointed out, "neither left-wing 
nor right-wing — simply f***ing fun- 
ny”, and his support came equally from 
Maga-hatted populists and "pansexual 
Marxist vegans”. Both Bill Clinton and 
George W Bush invited him to tell them 
jokes at the White House. 

He launched his gubernatorial cam- 
paign at the Alamo by calling for the 
“unconditional surrender” of the in- 
cumbent Republican Rick Perry. Al- 
though he didn’t win, he came fourth 
with a creditable 12.6 per cent of the 


THE 


Friedman, who ran for governor of Texas, on the campaign trail, above right 


vote and made more friends than 
enemies. They even included the man 
he was trying to unseat. “Kinky made 
an otherwise gruelling campaign cycle 
actually fun,” Perry told the Texas 
Tribune. 

In between his musical and political 
careers, he turned detective novelist, 
sparked by an incident in 1984 when he 
was living in New York and saw a 
woman in a bank being severely beaten 
by a man “whose eyes were rolling 
around far more than was fashionable”. 

While dozens of bystanders looked 
on and did nothing, Friedman hurled 
himself through a glass door and 
pinned down the attacker until the 
police arrived. He later learnt that the 
woman was Cathy Smith, who had re- 
cently been indicted for supplying John 
Belushi with a lethal overdose of drugs 


A new podcast 
looking back on the 
remarkable lives that 


have shaped our times 


and subsequently served a three-year 
jail sentence. 

The following day the newspapers 
hailed Friedman as a “have-a-go hero” 
and in what he called a "Damascene 
moment" he decided to embark upon a 
new career writing crime fiction. 

Theresult was his debut novel Green- 
wich Killing Time, featuring a fictional- 
ised version of himself, known as "the 
Kinkster" who, like a cross between 
Sherlock Holmes and Philip Marlowe, 
dispensed wisdom and whip-smart 
one-liners while solving oddball 
crimes. 

The manuscript was rejected by 17 
publishers before it finally found its way 
into print. Moving back to Texas and 
working from a trailer with only his cats 
and a pet armadillo for company, 
between 1986 and 2006 he went on to 


churn out 20 more detective novels at 
therate of one a year with titles such as 
Elvis, Jesus and Coca-Cola and The Love 
Song of J Edgar Hoover. 

“My shrink told me if you fail at 
something long enough, you become a 
legend,” he said. In fact, his books sold 
more than six million copies although 
he never managed to hold on to the 
proceeds for long. Indeed, his generosi- 
ty bordered on the reckless; friends re- 
ported that it was perfectly common for 
him to tip $30 on a $10 dollar lunch. 

Richard Samet Friedman was bornin 
Chicago in 1944, the son of Minnie (née 
Samet), a speech therapist, and Thomas 


Both Clinton and Bush 
invited him to tell them 
jokes at the White House 


Friedman, a psychologist. The year 
after he was born his father secured a 
post at the University of Texas and the 
family moved to the Texas hill country, 
where his parents bought a 400-acre 
ranch and founded a summer camp 
called Echo Hill. 

Henever married or had children but 
in recent years revived the camp offer- 
ing places to the children of fallen 
forces personnel and Afghan refugees. 

He enjoyed a happy childhood — 
"the worst possible preparation for life", 
he reckoned — and by the age of nine 
had proudly embraced his Jewish ident- 
ity by refusing to participate in his 
school’s nativity play. 

After graduating from Austin high 
school he took a degree in psychology 
at the University of Texas, where his 
curly hair earned him the name Kinky 
and he formed his first band playing 
western swing, a regional fusion of 
country, polka and jazz, popularised by 
the band Bob Wills and his Texas 
Playboys. 


on Apple Podcasts, 


Spotify or wherever 
you get your podcasts. 


After two years teaching with the 
Peace Corps in Borneo where his great- 
est contribution, he quipped, was intro- 
ducing the Frisbee to the country, he 
returned to America and in 1973 he 
formed Kinky Friedman and The 
Texas Jewboys. 

Somewhat surprisingly, the sardoni- 
cally provocative songs from his debut 
album Sold American began to receive 
heavy airplay on country and western 
radio. His second album was produced 
by Willie Nelson and his third included 
guest appearances from Ringo Starr, 
Eric Clapton and Ronnie Wood. 

When he appeared with the Jewboys 
in Nashville he was introduced as the 
first "full-blooded Jew ever to play the 
Grand Ole Opry" and in 1976 Dylan 
invited him to join his Rolling Thunder 
Revue tour. 

The cover of a 2017 biography by 
Mary Lou Sullivan titled Everything's 
Bigger in Texas: The Life and Times of 
Kinky Friedman, carried a tribute from 
Dylan which read: “I don't understand 
music. I understand Lightnin’ Hopkins, 
Lead Belly, John Lee Hooker, Woody 
Guthrie and Kinky Friedman." 

At times it was difficult to know 
whether Friedman was joking or if he 
was being deliberately offensive. A 1973 
song, Get Your Biscuits in the Oven and 
Your Buns in the Bed, which lampooned 
feminism earned him a “male chauvin- 
ist pig ofthe year award". Another song 
called Miss Nickelodeon seemed to 
mock North Americas indigenous 
peoples. Yet he was unrepentant. “I 
don't apologise to people who try to 
intimidate and I don't apologise to 
people with an agenda,” he said. “And I 
never apologise for the truth." 


Kinky Friedman, singer, songwriter, 
novelist and agent provocateur, was 
born on October 31, 1944. He died with 
Parkinson's disease on June 26, 2024, 
aged 79 


Join Anna Temkin, deputy 
obituaries editor of The Times, 
every week and discover 
endlessly fascinating stories. 


Listen to Your History 
for free via the OR code, 
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Ed Stone 


Energetic expert in cosmic rays and space probe instrumentation who 
was the long-serving project scientist for Nasas epic Voyager missions 


The planets were aligning and 
Ed Stone was the man hired by 
Nasa to make the most of a one- 
in-176-year opportunity. 

An intern at the American 
space agency calculated that a 
rare orientation meant a space- 
craft launched around 1977 
could make a “Grand Tour” of 
all four giant planets — Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus and Neptune — 
over little more than a decade by 
using their gravitational pulls as 
a slingshot. 

To run the ambitious scheme, 
Nasa turned to Stone, a wiry, 
energetic and serious-minded 
36-year-old expert in cosmic 
rays and space probe instru- 
mentation who would prove to 
be a gifted project manager. 

Appointed project scientist in 
1972, Stone spent 50 years over- 
seeing a mission that initially 
cost $865 million (the equiva- 


They were 'Earth's 
ambassadors to the 
stars’, he said of the 
Voyager probes 


lent of about £3.5 billion today) 
and saw 1,500 engineers con- 
structtwin spacecraftthat when 
launched in 1977 were the 
weight and size of a small car. 
The Voyager probes have trav- 
elled billions of miles at speeds 
in excess of 35,000 miles per 
hour yet their transmitters 
would be barely strong enough 
to power a lightbulb in a house- 
hold refrigerator. 

Stone had a scientists de- 
tached and rational eye when it 
came to sending machines 
rather than people into space. 
“The complexity ofthe system is 
magnified greatly when you 
have to support human life. 
There is so much science you 
can do at a much lower cost,’ he 
pointed out to a reporter. But he 
also recognised the value of the 
human touch, especially for an 
organisation seeking to main- 
tain public enthusiasm for space 
exploration while enduring 
budget cuts as euphoria waned 
following Neil Armstrong's 
“giant leap”. 

The Voyager 1 and 2 probes 
were, as Stone put it, "Earth's 
ambassadors to the stars". Each 
was loaded with a time capsule: 
12-inch “Golden Records" with 
pictures, music and sounds 


featuring greetings to the 
universe in 55 languages, 
including Welsh. 


Stone co-ordinated 11 teams 
of scientists who rushed to 
interpret the daily data. Often 
working late into the night, he 
selected key findings and 
presented them in a manner 
that was digestible for a main- 
stream audienceat press confer- 
ences, acting as the straight man 
while the astronomer Brad 
Smith compared moons of Jupi- 
ter and Saturn to pizzas and 
hamburgers. 

Astronomers were astounded 
by the lively signals and colour- 
ful images phoned home by the 
probes. They found active volca- 
noes on Io, a moon of Jupiter, 
and learnt new details about the 
turbulent atmosphere of Jupiter, 
the cracked icy shell of its moon, 
Europa, and the ring structure 


ALAMY 


Stone with a model of a spacecraft — the probes carried greetings to the universe in 55 languages 


of Saturn. A storm as big as 
Earth raged on Neptune with 
winds of 1,500mph, while gey- 
sers shot dark plumes five miles 
high on Triton, its largest moon. 
A famous photograph of Earth 
taken in 1990 at a distance of 3.7 
billion miles became known as 
the Pale Blue Dot. 

“I keep asking myself, why is 
there so much public interest in 
space?" Stone mused to The 
New York Times in 1990. “It is, 
after all, just basic science, in the 
end. The answer is that it pro- 
vides us with a sense of the 
future. When we stop discover- 
ing new things out there, the 
concept of the future will 
change. Space reminds us that 
there is something left to be 
done, that life will continue to 
evolve. It gives us direction, an 
arrow in time.” 

The older oftwo sons, Edward 
Carroll Stone was born in Knox- 
ville, Iowa, in 1936, and grew up 
in Burlington on the Illinois bor- 
der. His father, Edward Sr, was a 
construction superintendent 
and his mother, Ferne (née 
Baber), managed the family’s 
garage door business. Fascinat- 
ed by the technology of the 
Atomic Age, as a boy he de- 
voured science magazines, built 
radios and played the French 
horn in the town band. 

After an undergraduate 
degree in physics from a college 
in Burlington he earned a doc- 
torate in physics at the Univers- 
ity of Chicago. Eager to work in 
space exploration after the Sovi- 
et Union launched Sputnik in 
1957, Stone designed science 
instruments for space missions 
and joined the California Insti- 
tute of Technology (Caltech) in 
1964. He became a professor 
and worked with the Caltech- 


run Nasa Jet Propulsion Labo- 
ratory (JPL) near Los Angeles. 

Originally due to visit only 
two planets over five years to 
appease cost-conscious politi- 
cians, the Voyagers proved vast- 
ly more durable and useful. 
They are still operating but 
may finally run out of power in 
about 2025. 

Like his probes, Stone en- 
dured. He was the Voyager 
project chief scientist from 1972 


He was glad to still 
be alive when they 
crossed the solar 
system boundary 


until his retirement in 2022. 
Wrapped up in his work and not 
one for small talk, he often went 
home for dinner then returned 
to the office. 

Stone was named director of 
the JPL in 1991, guiding projects 
including Mars Pathfinder, 
which landed the first Mars rov- 
er. After leaving the JPL in 2001 
he worked full-time at Caltech. 
Earlier he oversaw construction 
ofan observatory on the summit 
of Mauna Kea, a Hawaiian vol- 
cano, and the establishment of 
the Laser Interferometer Gravi- 
tational-Wave Observatory, 
which in 2015 made the first 
direct detection of ripples in the 
fabric of space and time, con- 
firming a prediction of Einstein's 
general theory of relativity. 

He met his wife, Alice (née 
Wickliffe), on a blind date while 
they were students in Chicago 
and they married in 1962. A 
writer, she died in December 
2023. Their daughters, Susan 
and Janet, survive them. 


In 2019 he won the Shaw Prize 
in Astronomy, which carries an 
award of $1.2 million, for his con- 
tribution to Voyager. 

Another gift he greatly appre- 
ciated was that he was still alive 
when the probes crossed the 
heliopause, in effect the bound- 
ary of the solar system. In 2012 
Voyager 1, which is presently 
more than 15 billion miles from 
our planet, became the first 
human-made object to enter 
interstellar space. Voyager 2 
followed suit six years later, 
when Stone was 82. 

They were climactic achieve- 
ments in a career founded on 
precise computation and wide- 
eyed wonder. “You learn by ob- 
serving and calculating,” Stone 
reflected, “and each time you do, 
you find that nature’s even more 
powerful than you could 
imagine" 


Ed Stone, Voyager project leader, 
was born on January 23, 1936. He 
died on June 9, 2024, aged 88 


Court Circular 


St James's Palace 

Ist July, 2024 

The Duke of Edinburgh, 
Honorary Air Commodore, 
this morning visited Royal Air 
Force Waddington, Lincoln, 
and was received by His 
Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 
Lincolnshire (Mr Toby 
Dennis). 


Births, Marriages and Deaths 


To book a Birth, Marriage or Death 
announcement in the Register, visit: 
newsukadvertising.co.uk 

for help, please call O20 7782 7553 
or email BMDs@thetimes.co.uk 


GO IN through the narrow gate, because 
the gate to hell is wide and the road that 
leads to it is easy, and there are many who 
travel it. Matthew 7.13 (GNB) 


Bible verses are provided by the 
Bible Society 


Births 


ALLANSON on 30th May 2024 to 
Victoria Jane (née Fry) and Sam Richard, a 
daughter, Emily Jane Juliet, sister to Louis, 
at St Bernard's Hospital, Gibraltar. 


CORCORAN on 25th June 2024 to 
Anna Grebenyuk and Kieran Corcoran, 
a daughter, Elizabeth Nancy, sister to 
Alexandra Charlotte. 


HENLEY on 19th June 2024 to Antonia 
(née Magor) and Richard, a daughter, 
Minna Alexa, sister to Oscar Robert Charles. 


THAIR on 10th June 2024 to Georgina 
Charles and Adam Thair, a daughter, 
August Cora Iris, sister to Atlas. 


Forthcoming Marriages 


MR A. J. TOOZE 

AND MISS S. A. MCGOVERN 

The engagement is announced between 
Sophie, daughter of Eila and Rodger 
McGovern of Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire, 
and Alec, son of Pamela Ward and Paul 
Tooze of Hartford, Cheshire. 


MRS S. GRIFFITHS AND 

MR N. R. PULLMAN 

The engagement is announced between 
Sophie, mother of Imogen, and Nigel, father 
of Laura, and proud grandparents of Ruairi 
and Reggie, all of London. 


The simple way to 
place your Birth, 
Marriage or Death 
announcement in 

the Register. Available 
24 hours a day. Go to: 
newsukadvertising.co.uk 


LEGAL, PUBLIC, 
COMPANY & 
PARLIAMENTARY 
NOTICES 


To place notices for 
these sections please 
call O20 7782 7553 


Notices are subject to 
confirmation and 
should be received by 
11.30am three days 
prior to insertion 


Deaths 


ANDERSEN Gretchen Amy (née Scholtz), 
owner of the Lacquer Chest Antique Shop, 
died at Chelsea and Westminster Hospital 
on Monday 17th June. Beloved wife, mother 
and grandmother. A service of celebration 
of Gretchen's life will be held at West 
London Crematorium on Thursday 4th July 
at 2.30pm. 


BELL Robert MB ChB Ed. FRCP Lond. FRCP 
Ed. MRCP (UK) DCH Eng. Former consultant 
paediatrician at the Horton General and 
John Radcliffe Hospitals, Oxfordshire. Died 
on 17th June 2024, aged 80, in Adderbury. 
Beloved husband, father, grandfather, 
friend and doctor. All funeral inquiries c/o: 
Edd Frost & Daughters Family Funeral 
Directors of Banbury. Tel: 01295 404004. 


BLUNT Peter Scawen died peacefully on 
23rd June 2024, aged 87, at home with his 
family. The funeral will take place at. 
midday on Tuesday 23rd July at All Saints 
Church in Rhiwbina, Cardiff. 


BOLTON Lyndon, after stoically enduring 
the effects of a severe stroke for eight 
years, died peacefully on 20th June, aged 
87. Much-loved husband to Diana, father to 
Lyndon and William, grandfather to Louisa 
and Grace. On Tith July following a 10.45am 
committal at Mintlyn Crematorium, King's 
Lynn, a funeral service will be held at 
12.30pm at St Margaret's, Burnham Norton, 
Norfolk. Family flowers only, donations if 
desired to the Stroke Association. 


GUNNINGHAM (Beryl) Anne, aged 98, 
died peacefully at home on 15th June 2024. 
Beloved mother of Catharine and Emma, 
and grandmother of Sam and Freddy. Her 
funeral will be held at St Nicholas, Brighton, 
on 5th July at 1pm. Inquiries and flowers to 
funeral directors, Mother and Daughter 
01273 734242. If you want to make a 
donation, two charities close to her heart 
are Save the Children UK and the Royal 
Navy & Royal Marines Charity. Please send 
directly to the charities. 


KEENE Charlotte Louise (née Lester). 
Died peacefully at home on Dartmoor on 
21st June, aged 80. Adored wife of Gareth 
and mother of Coshy, James, Charlotte 
and Ben, stepmother, granny and 
stepgranny. Funeral at St Winifred's, 
Manaton TQ13 9UJ, on Thursday 18th July 
at 2pm. Inquiries to Drew & Sons Funeral 
Directors: 01647 231306. 


NEWELL Zena died peacefully on 21st 
June 2024, aged 90. Much-loved sister of 
Donald and the late Stephen, Jean, 
Margaret and Allan and sister-in-law of 
Diana and Rosemary. She loved and was 
loved by her cousins, nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, great-nephews, godchildren, 
wider family and friends. Zena enjoyed a 
long and successful career as a teacher. 


Scholarships 


PEMBROKE COLLEGE, OXFORD 
The Sir Roger Bannister Scholarship 
2023-2024 is awarded to Elamin Ibrahim, 
formerly of Derby Grammar School. 


TIMES 


Politics with no boring bits Listen 


to Matt Chorley on Times Radio, 
Monday to Friday at 10am 


Legal Notices 


CR-2024-003062 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
BUSINESS AND PROPERTY 
COURTS OF ENGLAND AND WALES 
INSOLVENCY AND COMPANIES 
LIST (ChD) 

IN THE MATTER OF IMPAX 
ENVIRONMENTAL MARKETS PLC 
AND IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 2006 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Claim 
Form was issued on 13 June 2024 by 
His Majesty's Court of Justice for the 
reduction of the share premium 


account of Impax 
Environmental Markets PLC (the 
"Company"). 


AND NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that 
the Claim Form is directed to be heard 
before the Insolvency and Companies 
Court Judge at the Royal Courts of 
Justice, Rolls Building, 7 
Rolls Buildings, Fetter Lane, London 
EC4A 1NL on 16 July 2024. 

ANY CREDITOR OR SHAREHOLDER of 
the Company desiring to oppose the 
making of an Order for the 
confirmation of the reduction of share 
premium account should appear at 
the time of the hearing in person or by 
legal representative for that purpose. 

A copy of the Claim Form will be 
furnished to any such person requiring 
the same by the under-mentioned 
solicitors on payment of the regulated 
charge for the same. 

Dated: 2 July 2024 

Dentons UK and Middle East LLP 

(Ref!) SWAY/AMIJ 

One Fleet Place 

London EC4M 7WS 

Tel: 44 20 7002 8568 

Solicitors Impax Environmental 
Markets plc 
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20): 4 No-Fly Canada in the Fall 
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WHAT'S INCLUDED IN YOUR INCREDIBLE READER OFFERS LTD 


ABTA & ATOL 
PROTECTED 
GO ALL-INCLUSIVE WITH FREE INSIDE TO BALCONY eke ata 
DRINKS, GRATUITIES & WI-FI** STATEROOM UPGRADE" eee e 
EVENING SHOWS, DAYTIME FULL BOARD PREMIUM CRUISING EARN UP TO 16,098 EXCLUSIVE 
ACTIVITIES & MORE DIRECT FROM SOUTHAMPTON CRUISE MILES" TOWARDS 


YOUR NEXT BOOKING? 


31 NIGHTS DEPARTING 157" SEPTEMBER 2024 


SEPTEMBER 2024 OCTOBER 2024 

Sun15 Embark your premium cruise ship and depart Wed 2 - New York City, New York, USA (overnight) * Drinks package, gratuities & unlimited Wi-Fi 
Southampton Thu 3 With more restaurants, museums and iċonic , included for all bookings** 

Sat21 Corner Brook, Newfoundland, Canada sights than perhaps any other destination, there’s 


something for everyone in the ‘Big Apple’. From - Drinks Package - including sodas, speciality 
the Statue of Liberty to Broadway theatres, you're 
spoilt for choice for things to see and do during 
your overnight stay 

Fri 4 Newport, Rhode Island, USA 

Sat 5 Boston, Massachusetts, USA 

Mon7 Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada 


Mon23 Saguenay, Québec, Canada 

Tue 24 - Québec City, Québec, 

Wed25 Canada (overnight - S Chan 
depart late night) 


coffees and teas, cocktails, wine and beer up to 


$15 each" 


Stroll along the - Gratuities - pre-paid to help recognise the team 


streets of the that works above and beyond to make your 


atmospheric Latin 


Mon 14 Brest, France holiday so wonderful” 
Quarter and explore Tue 15 Cherbourg, France i ' - a 
the historic stone and brick Wed 16 Arrive in Southampton - Single device unlimited Wi-Fi - stay connected 


houses of Old Québec. Visit the Place Royale Dates not mentioned are spent relaxing at sea to whatever you need with the best Wi-Fi at sea** 
and Notre Dame des Victoires, the oldest stone 
church in North America, and marvel at the 

turreted Cháteau de 


Frontenac 
STATEROOM/SUITE CRUISE ONLY ALL-INCLUSIVE 

Sat28 Charlottetown, FARE (PP) FARE (PP) 

Prince Edward Inside £1,899 £3,449 

nnd Deluxe Bal £2,239 £3,849 

i eluxe Balcony , , 

Sun29 Sydney, Nova Scotia, Mini-Suite £3,199 £4,749 

Canada Suite £6,499 £8,049 
Mon 30 Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada Solo fares are available from £2,469 


www.rolcruise.co.uk CALL ONE OF OUR 0808 239 9396 OPEN 7 DAYS up su EE 


TRAVEL WITH SPABTA CRUISE SPECIALISTS FREE ON 8:30AM - 8PM 


CONFIDENCE ABTA No S255 QUOTE OFFER REF 635800 June 2024 


Please note, grades are on a guarantee basis. Fares are per person based on two adults sharing, except single staterooms and may increase or be withdrawn at any time. Offer applies to new bookings only. Ports may require a tender. ++Subject to the cruise line's T8.Cs. +Savings are 
based on a full fare of £4,699, for a Balcony, cruise only. Fares and availability are subject to change. +Book a Deluxe Balcony or above by 8pm 7th July to receive a free £20 Amazon Voucher. Gift is based on one per booking, for UK mainland addresses only. ^Subject to availability. 
ttCruise Miles* T&Cs apply. Cruise Line T&Cs apply. E&OE. 
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Girmay rides into Tour history 


DANIEL COLE/AP 


David Walsh 


Turin 


n hour or so after he'd 

won the first bunch sprint 

of this year's Tour de 

France, Biniam Girmay 

recalled seeing the race 
for the first time. An Eritrean, Girmay 
grew up in the capital, Asmara. His 
dad and his older brother Heven were 
fans of the race and they got him to 
watch the Tour. "You see how difficult 
this is?" his dad would say. 

Biniam was eight or nine at the 
time and more into football. How 
could they watch a bike race for five 
hours? Which was how it was until 
the 2011 Tour and the African kid 
being smitten by Peter Sagan. That 
got him into the sport, seeing Sagan 
win stage after stage got him 
dreaming. “Is it possible for someone 
like me to ever be part of that?" he 
asked his dad. 

"Keep believing, keep working 
hard, everything is possible,” his dad 
said. That stayed with Girmay. 

Eritrea has a particular relationship 
with cycling. When Italians came to 
the country in the 1930s, they brought 
a passion for bike racing. It caught on. 
Cycling now vies with football as the 
country's most popular sport. The 
question he'd asked his dad was 
answered by his fellow Eritrean 
Daniel Teklehaimanot at the 2015 
Tour de France. Teklehaimanot spent 
four days in the polka dot jersey. 

It wasn't impossible. 

Girmay is a quick learner. This is his 
second Tour but in the frantic climax 
of yesterday's 230km stage from 
Piacenza to Turin, you would have 
mistaken the 24-year-old for a 
veteran. Knowing a bunch sprint was 
almost certain, his Intermarche- 
Wanty team had earmarked it as a 
stage they could win. They pinned 
their hopes on the more experienced 
of their two sprinters, the Belgian 
Gerben Thijssen. 

The first bunch sprint in the Tour 
rarely runs to expectation. Too many 
teams fighting for too little space, too 
much nervousness for everyone to 
stay upright. The spill came 2.3km 
from the finish and it slowed Mark 
Cavendish and his Astana-Qazaqstan 
team-mates. "I wasnt the only one 
[held up]? Cavendish said. “I was just 
looking to stay up. I’m too little to see 


Today's stage 


Pinerolo-Valloire 140km 


Pinerolo Valloire 
Col du 
Col de Galibier 
Montgénevre 2,642m 


1860m 
Sestriéres 
Castel 2035m 


del Bosco 
770m 


[^] 
Okm 


m 
140km 


what's going on but I could hear it. 
Someone skidded and I was just 
waiting for someone to hit me from 
behind. Luckily they didn't and we got 
through, but we were way off it and 
with two kilometres to go we were out 


Girmay timed his surge to the front to perfection as he became the first black African to win a stage of the Tour de France 


of it. I don’t think anybody was 
seriously hurt, that’s the main thing.” 

Turning into the 700m finishing 
straight, two Intermarche riders took 
Thijssen to the front. With 500m left, 
they were ready to launch their man. 
Girmay was then back in tenth place, 
almost too much ground to make up. 
But the quickest way to lose these 
sprints is to get to the front too soon. 

Thijssen arrived far too early and 
they were soon overtaken by two 
Decathlon-AG2R La Mondiale riders, 
hoping to set up a Sam Bennett 
victory, but they in turn were passed 
by Lidl-Trek’s Jasper Stuyven bringing 
his sprinter Mads Pedersen through. 
That seemed the winning move, but 
Girmay picked his way down the right 
side, timing his effort with precision. 

The gap between Pedersen and the 
barrier wasn't very wide, but it was 
enough. Girmay sped through it and 
won decisively. “I passed Pedersen on 
the right really close to the barrier. 
You just close your eyes and go for it 
— I crossed the line first.” 


Stage 3 results 


Piacenza to Turin, 230.8km 

Leading positions 

1, B Girmay (Erit, Intermarché-Wanty) 5hr 
26min 48sec; 2, F Gaviria (Col, Movistar); 

3, A De Lie (Bel, Lotto-Dstny); 4, M Pedersen 
(Den, Lidl-Trek); 5, D Groenewegen (Neth, 
Jayco-AlUla); 6, P Bauhaus (Ger, Bahrain 
Victorious); 7, F Jakobsen (Neth, dsm-firmenich 
PostNL); 8, D Ballerini (It, Astana-Qazaqstan); 
9, S Bennett (Ire, Decathlon-AG2R-La Mondiale); 
10, B Coquard (Fr, Cofidis) all same time. 
Overall 

1, R Carapaz (Ec, EF Education-EasyPost 
15:20:18; 2, T Pogacar (Slove, UAE Team 
Emirates); 3, R Evenepoel (Bel, Soudal-Quick- 
Step); 4, J Vingegaard (Den, Visma-Lease 

a Bike) all same time; 5, R Bardet (Fr, dsm- 
firmenich PostNL) at 6sec behind; 6, P Bilbao 
(Sp, Bahrain Victorious) 21; 7, G Martin (Fr, 
Cofidis); 8, E Bernal (Col, INEOS Grenadiers); 
9, J Hindley (Aus, Red Bull-BORA hansgrohe); 
10, A Vlasov (Russ, Red Bull-BORA hansgrohe); 
12. S Yates (GB, Jayco-AlUla) all same time. 
King of the mountains 


1, J Abrahamsen (Nor, Uno-X Mobility) 24pts; 
2, V Madouas (Fr, Groupama-FDJ) 11; 3, F van 
den Broek (Neth, dsm-firmenich-PostNL) 9. 
Points 

1, Abrahamsen 76; 2, Girmay 66; 3, K Vauquelin 
(Fr, Arkéa-B&B Hotels) 60. 


Girmay had a strong sense of the 
wider implications of this moment. 
“Tt means a lot for me,” he said. “And 
especially for the continent, because 
it’s been a long time for black African 
riders to not win at the Tour. It means 
a lot, especially for Eritrea, because 
we have a long history with cycling. 
We have cycling in our blood and 
know a lot about the Tour de France, 
so to win today was amazing. 

“I remember when I won at the 
Giro [in 2022], I got a lot of people 
saying that they were watching in the 
bar, and throwing away the bottles 
and also the tables because they were 
super happy. Today, to be honest, I 
think it will be already crazy. I can't 
imagine [what it will be lika? 

Girmay mentioned that as well as 
Sagan, Cavendish was the other rider 
he looked up to: “I tell him all the 
time that he’s my idol and he tells me 
he’s old enough to be my father.” 

The Tour de France overlords will 
be well pleased with their first Grand 
Départ in Italy. There have been huge 
crowds, two French stage winners, an 
Eritrean winning the third stage and 
an Ecuadorean, Richard Carapaz, 
taking the Yellow Jersey. 

Tadej Pogacar had taken the race 
leadership after stage two but had not 
wanted it so early, and he finished 
well back in Turin, in effect handing 
the jersey to the EF Education First- 
Easy Post leader. 

Though the rest of the world sees 
the Tour as very French, the 
organisers consider it the world’s 
greatest annual sporting event. For 
them, Eritrean and Ecuadorean 
success was a good day at the office. 

With its three Alpine climbs the 
tempo will change on the fourth stage 
to Valloire. The riders climb the Col 
du Galibier and even though they 
approach the summit from the less 
arduous side, the stage still offers a 
chance to the strongest in the race. 
Pogacar and Jonas Vingegaard may 
want to see if the gap they got on the 
short climb of San Luca on Sunday 
could be turned into something more 
substantial on the Galibier. 

Remco Evenepoel, the rider most 
likely to challenge the two favourites, 
is not sure this trek through the Alps 
will be decisive. "It's important, but 
not the most important day,” he said. 
“Tt will not be the most difficult stage. 
There may be differences, but not the 
biggest differences. We have to be 
ready for war and then we will see 
what can come of it.” 

Not the most difficult stage but, 
as the man said, best to be prepared 
for war. 


Max must keep his cool - 


Formula 1 
Molly Hudson Motor Racing Reporter 


Of all the wisdom Jos Verstappen 
imparted to his young son Max as they 
drove around Europe for karting 
competitions, he emphasised one quali- 
ty more than any other: patience. 
Verstappen Sr secured two podium 
finishes in his own 106-race Formula 1 
career, but never quite lived up to his 
potential. In the paddock he was often 
called “Vercrashen” given his tendency 
to end up off the track. “My career all 
helped to make his [Max's] career what 
it is,” Jos said in 2019. “You learn the 
most from the mistakes you make. I 


looked in the mirror and I knew what I 
did wrong or didn't do right, and I tried 
to teach him only the good things.” 

In recent years Formula 1 has wit- 
nessed the calm version of Max Ver- 
stappen. His Red Bull car has dominat- 
ed and he has become a brilliant leader 
from the front. The three-times world 
champion is one of the best drivers at 
tyre management, and, with the help of 
his race engineer Gianpiero Lambiase, 
incorrect strategy calls are rare. 

There have also been few genuine 
contenders to Verstappen, 26, in a simi- 
larly paced car — until Lando Norris se- 
cured his maiden victory in Miami for 
McLaren in May. Then, on Sunday, Aus- 


or he risks becoming '"Vercrashen 2.0 


tria s Red Bull Ring provided the perfect 
scenario for a collision that Christian 
Horner, the Red Bull team principal, de- 
scribed as inevitable. A slow pitstop 
eroded the seven-second gap Verstap- 
pen had built up. With the help of a tyre 
offset — Norris, 24, was on the slightly 
quicker medium compound — the 
McLaren driver was all over the back of 
Verstappen, fighting for the win. Norris 
was expecting "aggression and pushing 
to the limits”. What he got was a colli- 
sion, ruining both their races. The stew- 
ards ruled that Verstappen was “pre- 
dominantly at fault”. He was adjudged 
to have moved to the left, towards Nor- 
ris, before turning into the third corner. 


Verstappens aggressive style is not 
new. Lewis Hamilton and Verstappen 
have had the most memorable of rival- 
ries, culminating in several crashes, in- 
cluding at Monza in 2021. That season 
there were several similar incidents that 
did not directly lead to crashes and went 
unpunished. Andrea Stella, the McLar- 
en team principal, believes they 
emboldened Verstappen, leading to 
Sundays collision. "If you don't address 
these things they will come back,” Stella 
told Sky Sports. “They have come back 
today because they were not addressed 
properly in the past, when there were 
some fights with Lewis that needed to 
be punished in a harsher way.” 


Perhaps unsurprisingly, Toto Wolff, 
the Mercedes team principal who was a 
vocal critic of Verstappen in 2021, avoid- 
ed the comparisons given he is courting 
the Dutch driver to join the team in 
2025 or 2026. “I don’t think you can take 
this conclusion,” Wolff said. “I wouldn't 
see that as a big consequence of 2021 not 
having been managed well. I don’t think 
they have a correlation.” 

Verstappen remains the hottest com- 
modity on the grid, but the coming ra- 
ces, including Silverstone this week, will 
provide a test as to whether he can keep 
his cool. Perhaps it is time to think back 
to that advice from his father, to avoid 
the return of an unwanted nickname. 
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Racing Sport 


United line up £42m move for De Ligt after Ashworth settlement 


Football 


Constantin Eckner, Paul Hirst 


Bayern Munich would be willing to sell 
Matthijs de Ligt to Manchester United 
ifthe Premier League club are prepared 
to pay £42million plus add-ons for the 
Holland defender. 

De Ligt, 24, previously played under 
the United manager, Erik ten Hag, at 
Ajax and the club want to sign a new 
centre back after the departure of 
Raphaél Varane. 

Bayern areready to move on from De 
Ligt, whom they signed from Juventus 
for £57million in 2022. They are 
re-evaluating their squad after a first 
trophyless season in 12 years, with 
Dayot Upamecano, Joshua Kimmich 


and Kingsley Coman also available for 
sale. However Eric Dier, the former Tot- 
tenham Hotspur defender who spent 
the second half of last season at Bayern, 
is understood to be part of the clubs 
plans for the 2024-25 season under the 
new head coach, Vincent Kompany. 

While United look to strengthen on 
the pitch, off it they have agreed a com- 
pensation deal with Newcastle United 
for the sporting director Dan Ash- 
worth, whose appointment was con- 
firmed yesterday. 

Ashworth had threatened to take 
Newcastle to arbitration after they 
refused to let him move to Old Trafford 
unless they received £20million in 
compensation. 

United refused to pay that amount, 


but after months of wrangling, the two 
clubs have come to an out-of-court set- 
tlement. The figure is understood to be 
less than £20million. 

Ashworth, 53, had been on gardening 
leave since he told Newcastle that he 
wanted to join the new United set-up 
led by Ineos and its chairman, Sir Jim 
Ratcliffe. Ratcliffe took control of foot- 
ball operations when he bought 278 per 
cent of United for £1.3billion in Februa- 
ry. Ashworth’ arrival means that Ineos 
now has filled three ofthe key roles that 
it sees as vital in trying to turn the club's 
fortunes around. 

As well as Ashworth, whom Ratcliffe 
described as a “ten-out-of-ten sport- 
ing director”, Ineos has appointed 
Jason Wilcox as United’s technical di- 


rector and Omar Berrada as the chief 
executive. 

Berrada, who like Wilcox used to 
work for Manchester City, will start 
work on July 13 after he has completed 
his period of gardening leave. 

Last month, United decided to stick 
with Ten Hag as manager even though 
he led the club to eighth place in the 
Premier League — their worst finish in 
34 years. Their FA Cup triumph, defeat- 
ing Manchester City in the final, helped 
to save the Dutchman. Ineos sounded 
out Thomas Tuchel, Mauricio Pochet- 
tino, Kieran McKenna and Roberto De 
Zerbi but in the end opted to stick with 
Ten Hag, 54, who is now close to ex- 
tending his contract. 

Ineos identified Ashworth as the 


ideal candidate to take over from John 
Murtough, who stepped down in April, 
because of his success with Brighton & 
Hove Albion and England. 

During Ten Hag’s time in charge, the 
success in the transfer market has been 
limited. 

Antony, the Brazil winger, has en- 
dured a miserable time at Old Trafford 
since his £85million switch from Ajax in 
2022 while United appeared to overpay 
for the signature of Rasmus Hojlund, 
who joined from Atalanta for £72mil- 
lion last summer. 

The £55million recruitment of Lisan- 
dro Martinez from Ajax has been seen 
as a good bit of business, although the 
Argentina defender suffered from 
injury problems last season. 


Hamilton Park 
Rob Wright 
2.15 Simply Blue 


2.45 Miaswell (nap) 
3.15 Aragon Castle 


3.45 Sacred Falls (nb) 
4.15 L'Eagle Aid 
4.52 Hardy Angel 


Going: good Draw: no advantage Racing TV 
215 Maiden Stakes 
(2-Y-O: £4,050: 6f) (7 runners) 

1 4) CAPE SOVEREIGN K Ryan 9-7 T Eaves 
2 (1) 6 CORPUS JURIS 12 C Johnston 9-7 J Fanning 
30 MAX THE TIGER | Jardine 9-7 A Mullen 
4 3) 0 OUR MIGHTY MO 26 K R Burke 9-7 CLee 
5 (5) SEALINE R Fahey 9-7 J Garritty 
6 (2) 02 SIMPLY BLUE 35 D Loughnane 9-7 W Buick 
7 (6 URBAN SKY R Fahey 9-7 B Garritty 


Evens Simply Blue, 11-2 Urban Sky, 6-1 Cape Sovereign, 7-1 Sealine, 8-1 Our 
Mighty Mo, 12-1 Corpus Juris, 25-1 Max The Tiger. 


Rob Wright’s choice: Simply Blue was beaten just a nose 
at Leicester and can go one better Danger: Corpus Juris 


2.45 


Handicap (3-Y-0: £3,926: 1m) (6) 


1 (2) 5-206 INDIVIDUALISM 31 C Johnston 9-11 J Fanning 
2 (5) 0-423 JONNY CONCRETE 24 | Jardine 9-9 A Mullen 
3 (3) 25-51 MIASWELL 39 (T,D) D O'Meara 9-7 D Tudhope 
4 (6) 54322 MYSTERYOFTHESANDS 13 T Easterby 9-6 S B Kirrane 
5 (1) 23022 WAIT AND HOPE 14 (V,D) K R Burke 9-5 — B Wilkie (5) 
6 (4) 560-1 ROSE BRANCH 13 (CD) H Palmer 9-4 P Mulrennan 


11-4 Miaswell, 3-1 Rose Branch, 4-1 Mysteryofthesands, 6-1 Individualism, 
Wait And Hope, 7-1 Jonny Concrete. 


Wright choice: Miaswell has improved since being gelded 
and having a breathing operation Danger: Individualism 


315 Handicap (£15,462: 1m) (10) 
1 (7) 60-15 JAMES MCHENRY 11 (D) E Bethell 4-10-2 C Rodriguez 


4.52 Handicap (£3,664: 5f) (7) 

1 (3) 0-006 HARDY ANGEL 29 (CD) T Easterby 4-9-9 — D Fentiman 
2. (7) 35633 JOHN KIRKUP 15 (B,D) D Thompson 9-9-8 J Hart 
3 (2)26031 LADY BOUQUET 7 (D) P Kirby 3-9-6 W Buick 
4 (1)60000 SOUND OF IONA 49 (D) J Goldie 8-9-4 P Mulrennan 
5 (5)64654 TEES DOUGE 16 Adrian Nicholls 3-9-3 P Mathers 
6 (4) 05506 HARD SOLUTION 5 (V,CD) R Carr 8-9-0 JP Sullivan 
7 (6) 00-06 MISSTERIOUS 16 (P) K Ryan 3-8-9 S James 


11-8 Lady Bouquet, 4-1 John Kirkup, 5-1 Tees Douge, 13-2 Hardy Angel, 10-1 
Hard Solution, 12-1 Missterious, 16-1 Sound Of lona. 

Wright choice: Hardy Angel won on his only previous run 
here; can make the most ofa drop in class Danger: Tees Douge 


Brighton 

Rob Wright 

2.25 Alfred Cove 3.55 Bobacious 

2.55 Shaw Park 4.25 Lady Wingalong 
3.25 Blenheim Star 5.00 Cogsworth 


Going: good to firm Sky Sports Racing 
Draw: 5f-1m, low numbers best 
2.5 Classified Stakes (£2,983: 6f) (9) 


1 (5) 22224 ALFRED COVE 24 (C) A Carroll 5-9-8 J Doughty (5) 
2 (2) 50-00 HAVEAGOBEAU 24 J Boyle 5-9-8 P Cosgrave 


3 (6) 0-360 MY BONNIE LASSIE 19 (B,D) J & S Best 5-9-8  C Fallon 
4 (7) 60520 MY KIND OF GIRL 48 A Carroll 4-9-8 W Carson 
5 (8) 03003 REBEL REDEMPTION 7 (B,D) S Dixon 7-9-8 P Dennis 
6 (3) 6-004 RUN CMC 12 (V) P Chamings 4-9-8 D Probert 
7 (4)00040 ANOTHER JACK 10 (P) K Jewell 3-9-2 C Shepherd 
8 (1) -0004 BATTLEOFBALTIMORE 8 (T) D Cunha 3-9-2 D Egan 
9 (9) 4-000 LITTLE SISKIN 14 Tom Clover 3-9-2 S De Sousa 


11-4 Alfred Cove, 7-2 Battleofbaltimore, 4-1 Run Cmc, 8-1 My Kind Of Girl, 
Little Siskin, 10-1 Rebel Redemption, 12-1 My Bonnie Lassie, 16-1 others. 


2.55 


Handicap (£2,983: 1m) (6) 


2 (9) 22000 DUTCH DECOY 13 (CD) C Johnston 710-0 —— JFanning | 4 (4) 04211 SHAW PARK 7 (C) S Dixon 5-9-13(5ex) M Mortensen (7) 
3 (10) -0001 PISANELLO 17 (CD) D O'Meara 7-9-11 MWinn (3) | 2 (2) 020-6 MICKS DREAM 15 D Faulkner 6-9-9 R Hornby 
4 (3) -0000 LONDONER 17 (D) J Goldie 4-9-11 PMulrennan | 3 (5) 13625 UNCLE DICK 14 (P,CD) E J-Houghton 6-9-8 

5 (5) -1410 HIROMICHI 40 (P,D) J Channon 6-9-10 CLee 0 Carmichael (7) 
6 (2) 10000 CHUZZLEWIT 11 (B,D) K Ryan 4-9-9 TEaves | 4 (3) 05200 OTAGO 14 (O J Boyle 7-9-5 C Bennett 
7 (1) -4453 REPERTOIRE 18 (D) D M Simcock 8-9-5 B Wilkie (5) | 5 (1) 54346 MY SAND BOY 48 A Carroll 5-8-4 Josephine Gordon 
8 (8) 41-20 BUBBLES WONKY 31 T Easterby 3-9-2 SB Kirrane | 6 (6) 30434 DEQUINTO 28 A Carroll 5-8-4 J Doughty (5) 
9 (4) 4-522 ARAGON CASTLE 39 (T,BF) A Balding 3-9-1 W Buick | 6-4 Shaw Park, 4-1 Uncle Dick, 5-1 Dequinto, 11-2 Micks Dream, 7-1 Otago, 
10 (6) 10-35 EXPERT CHOICE 17 (B) R Fahey 3-8-10 CHardie 12-1 My Sand Boy. 


3-1 Aragon Castle, 6-1 James McHenry, 13-2 Expert Choice, 7-1 Pisanello, 
Dutch Decoy, Bubbles Wonky, 10-1 Repertoire, Hiromichi. 

Wright choice: Aragon Castle went down by a neck at 
Goodwood; remains unexposed Dangers: Pisanello, Londoner 


3.45 Handicap (£5,286: 6f) (9) 
1 (9) 10121 JORDAN ELECTRICS 5 (CD) J Goldie 8-10-7(4ex) 

P Mulrennan 
2 (3) 5-622 WINTER CROWN 20 (D) J Camacho 4-10-0 R Sexton 
3 (7) -6001 ANIMATE 14 (D) G Harker 4-9-12 R Scott 
4 (5)11115 CATHERINE CHROI 16 (B,CD) | Jardine 6-9-12 M Tabti (5) 
5 (6) 0-430 QUINTUS ARRIUS 17 (CD) P Niven4-9-11 T Eaves 
6 (4) 02132 SACRED FALLS 10 (P,BF,D) K Scott 4-9-8 S James 
7 (8)45163 HAVANA RUM 22 (D) R Fahey 4-9-4 B Wilkie (5) 
8 (2)30415 SECRET ROAD 73 (H,D) T Davidson 6-9-3 J Hart. 
9 (1) 5-400 FRONT GUNNER 14 Mrs A Duffield 3-8-12 Doubtful 


11-4 Jordan Electrics, 3-1 Sacred Falls, 4-1 Winter Crown, 6-1 Animate, 10-1 
Havana Rum, 12-1 Secret Road, Catherine Chroi, 16-1 Quintus Arrius. 

Wright choice: Sacred Falls missed the break when beaten 
a head at Ayr Dangers: Catherine Chroi, Animate 


415 Handicap (£5,286: 1m 4f) (6) 


1 (5) -6060 PERCY SHELLEY 31 (V) D O'Meara 5-10-4 D Tudhope 


2 (1) 60-06 WICKYWICKYWHEELS 10 (CD) L Russell 6-10-4 
A Young (7) 


3 (3) 0655- QUANTUM LEAP 255 (H,T,D) E Bethell 5-9-13 C Rodriguez 
4 (4) -0220 VICTORY SHOUT 16 K R Burke 3-9-4 S James 
5 (2) 11205 DUNSTAN 16 (V,D) T Dascombe 3-9-2 P-L Jamin 
6 (6) 4-320 L'EAGLE AID 16 C Johnston 3-8-4 J Fanning 


100-30 Quantum Leap, 7-2 Wickywickywheels, 4-1 Dunstan, 5-1 Victory 
Shout, Percy Shelley, 6-1 L'Eagle Aid. 

Wright choice: L'Eagle Aid was unsuited by a change of 
tactics when below par at Thirsk Danger: Victory Shout 


3.25 Handicap G-Y-0: £2,983: 1m) (5) 

1 (1) 30110 BLENHEIM STAR 17 (H,CD) W Knight 9-11 CFallon 
2 (2)21005 ECCENTRIC 22 (D) J Osborne 9-8 D Egan 
3 (5)10506 MAKE A SCENE 30 (B) J Portman 9-8 R Hornby 


4 (3)20146 INTERESTNPENALTIES 35 A Carroll 9-7 J Doughty (5) 
5 (4)20510 BLACKLION 28 (BF) G Baker 9-1 P Cosgrave 
5-4 Blenheim Star, 3-1 Blacklion, 5-1 Eccentric, 13-2 Interestnpenalties, 8-1 
Make A Scene. 


3.55 Handicap (£2,983: 1m 2f) (8) 


1 (5)-0020 GALLIMIMUS 10 (B,CD) J Gallagher 4-9-11 D Keenan 
2 (1) -5021 CORPORATE RAIDER 14 (B,GD) J Feilden 4-9-7 D Hogan 


3 (6) 56021 BHUBEZI 24 (V) P Chamings 6-9-5 L Keniry 
4 (2) 63053 BOBACIOUS 15 G Nicholls 4-9-4 J Bryan 
5 (3) 41310 CHOURMO 12 (H,CD) M Gillard 4-9-4 JF Egan 
6 (8) 04550 DEE'S DREAM 17 (P,T,O M Murphy & M Keady 4-9-1 
Sorcha Woods (7) 
7 (7)-3640 LUCKY QUESTION 98 A Carroll 4-8-9 S De Sousa 
8 (4)24460 IREZUMI 15 (P) J Boyle 4-8-9 C Bennett 


5-2 Corporate Raider, 3-1 Bhubezi, 6-1 Chourmo, 7-1 Bobacious, 8-1 Lucky 
Question, Gallimimus, 12-1 Dee's Dream, 14-1 Irezumi. 


4.25 Handicap (£2,983: 70) (9) 
1 (1) 41221 KONDRATIEV WAVE 7 (P,CD) A Carroll 7-9-12(4ex) 

J Doughty (5) 
2 (9) 0-001 PORTERINTHEJUNGLE 8 (CD) D Faulkner 8-9-11(4ex) 

R Hornby 

3 (4) 0-142 LADY WINGALONG 24 (BF,D) P Evans 5-9-9 D Probert 
4 (2) 63124 RIVAS ROB ROY 14 (B,CD) J Gallagher 9-9-8 — D Keenan 
5 (8) 23343 MUDLAHHIM 7 (D) $ Dixon 8-9-7 P Dennis 
6 (6) 00-31 GILT EDGE 12 (P,D) C Mason 8-9-7 W Cox 
7 (3)01320 HEER'S SADIE 14 (CD) J Feilden 6-9-7 — C Howarth (3) 


8 (7)05442 SPLIT ELEVENS 7 (CD) J Butler 6-9-3 S De Sousa 
9 (5) 300-2 GONZAGA 10 J Bennett 9-9-1 Laura Coughlan (3) 
7-2 Kondratiev Wave, 4-1 Lady Wingalong, 5-1 Porterinthejungle, 7-1 Split 
Elevens, Mudlahhim, 8-1 Gilt Edge, 10-1 Rivas Rob Roy, 12-1 others. 


5.00 Handicap (3-Y-0: £2,983: 7f) (6) 


1 (6)60324 ROTHAY PARK 8 D & C Kubler 9-9 D Egan 
2 (2)04211 COGSWORTH 42 (CD) C Dwyer 9-8 S De Sousa 
3 (1)44602 KHAMSIN 64 (BF) D M Simcock 9-6 CShepherd 
4 (3) -0041 WEDGEWOOD SAPPHIRE 10 A Carroll 8-9 W Carson 
5 (5) 00-01 HAVANA MOJITO 14 (CD) J Gallagher 8-8 D Probert 
6 (4) 04003 CLEAR AIM 16 J Boyle 8-7 C Bennett 


2-1 Cogsworth, 3-1 Wedgewood Sapphire, 9-2 Havana Mojito, 6-1 Rothay 
Park, 7-1 Khamsin, 10-1 Clear Aim. 


Lingfield Park 
Rob Wright 
6.30 Anisoptera 


7.00 Red Cloud 8.30 Warriors Dream 
7.30 Seraph Gabriel 9.00 Birkenhead 


Going: aw: standard; turf: good to firm 
Draw: no advantage Sky Sports Racing 


6.30 Handicap (£2,983: 2m) (10) 
1 (10) 0/534 VIN ROUGE 16 (P,T,CD) Seamus Mullins 6-9-11 G Downing 


8.00 Alashos 


2 (7) 40-50 ANOTHER BEAUTIFUL 132 | Furtado 4-9-9 M Ghiani 
3 (6)51U4- MURHIB 290 (CD) Mrs L Richards 12-9-9 R Havlin 
4 (4) 30/60 IMPHAL 20 (P,CD) P Butler 10-9-8 R Clutterbuck 
5 (1) 0-401 FICTIONAL 20 (P) R Hughes 4-9-8 O Murphy 
6 (2)54603 ANISOPTERA 24 (V,CD) B Johnson 7-9-7 T Marquand 
7 (8) 006-6 SKY POWER 20 (LO R Stephens 7-9-7 B Loughnane 
8 (3) 0-214 SMART CHARGER 19 (P,BF) A King 4-9-4 — Rossa Ryan 
9 (9) 3120/ BABY SHAM J18 Seamus Mullins 6-9-1 L Morris 
10 (5) -4045 ASENSE 48 (BF) G & J Moore 5-8-9 L Edmunds 


6-4 Fictional, 5-1 Smart Charger, 11-2 Anisoptera, 6-1 Vin Rouge, 8-1 Asense, 
12-1 Murhib, 16-1 Another Beautiful, 25-1 Baby Sham. 


700 Classified Stakes (£2,983: 1m 4f) (10) 


1 (7) 36000 BRISTOL HILL J13 (D) K Frost 6-9-9 J Mitchell 
2 (10) 55053 DILLYDINGDILLYDONG 12 J Owen 6-9-9 S D Bowen (5) 


3 (9) 34060 MISS SLIGO 28 (B,T,CD) J Osborne 7-9-9 S Osborne 
4 (3) 00002 PIRANHEER 28 J & 5 Best 5-9-9 O Murphy 
5 (8) 0-054 TEMUR KHAN 10 (D) A Carroll 9-9-9 Rossa Ryan 
6 (5) 00505 THELASTWINTERARROW 84 D Cunha 4-9-9 
R Clutterbuck 
7 (1) 10260 VELVET VULCAN 29 (P,T,CD) M Murphy & M Keady 5-9-9 
T Marquand 
8 (6) 0-221 RED CLOUD 8 G & J Moore 3-9-3 T P Queally 
9 (2) -0560 PLATINUM PERFECT 15 A Perrett 3-8-11 B Sayette 


10 (4) 0-020 TOP FLIGHT CENTURY 15 (BF) Sir M Prescott 3-8-11 
L Morris 

2-1 Red Cloud, 9-2 Piranheer, 6-1 Velvet Vulcan, 7-1 Top Flight Century, 8-1 

Dillydingdillydong, Temur Khan, 14-1 Miss Sligo, Bristol Hill 


730 Maiden Stakes (2-Y-0: £3,402: 7f) (5) 


16 ARCHIVIST Sir M Stoute 9-7 R Kingscote 
2 (1) 4 BEST ADVENTURE 25 A Balding 9-7 O Murphy 
3 Q) 4 HOT PROPERTY 30 C Johnston 9-7 B Loughnane 
4 (3) 4 SERAPH GABRIEL 19 R Beckett 9-7 Rossa Ryan 
5 (5 SPIRIT LEAD ME R Hughes 9-7 G Rooke 


11-8 Seraph Gabriel, 3-1 Archivist, 4-1 Hot Property, 11-2 Best Adventure, 
12-1 Spirit Lead Me. 


5-4 Alashos, 3-1 Twilight Ballet, 6-1 Silca Bay, 8-1 Lexington Jet, 14-1 
Oncebittentwiceshy, 16-1 Gilet, 25-1 Antiquity, Perfect Parole, Bluesy Moon. 


8.30 Handicap (£3,716: 7f) (5) 

1 (5) -0600 MARSH BENHAM 7 (P,D) G Baker 5-10-0 J Mitchell 
2 (3) 11/P0 BOLD SUITOR 12 (B,T,D) C Benton 7-9-6 R Clutterbuck 
3 (4) 4605 WARRIORS DREAM 19 (H) S Woods 3-9-6 T Marquand 
4 (2) -4302 YELLOW PAGES 9 (B) A Watson 3-9-5 H Doyle 
5 (1) -5154 TEN CLUB 34 (H) J Osborne 3-9-4 S Osborne 
6-4 Yellow Pages, 7-4 Warriors Dream, 9-2 Ten Club, 8-1 Marsh Benham, 20-1 
Bold Suitor. 


9.00 Handicap (£4711: 5f) (5) 


1 (1) 35312 BIRKENHEAD 14 (V,BF,D) P Midgley 7-9-13 

2 (2) 41541 WRESTLING REVENUE 14 (D) A Carroll 3-9-12 
Rossa Ryan 

3 (5) 62266 NORDIC GLORY 47 (D) M Attwater 5-9-5 R Havlin 

4 (3) 42660 ZACHARY 25 (P,D) C Johnston 3-9-0 B Loughnane 


5 (4) /6600 HURRICANE ALERT 29 (P,D) R Cook & J Bridger 
12-8-9 Molly Gunn (7) 


6-4 Wrestling Revenue, 13-8 Birkenhead, 5-1 Nordic Glory, 7-1 Zachary, 33-1 
Hurricane Alert. 


O Murphy 


Stratford 

Rob Wright 

5.05 Cusano 7.10 Parc D'Amour 
5.40 Paddys Island 7.40 Hiconic 

6.10 Ellerton 8.10 Nibras Gold 
6.40 Sarsen 8.40 Ronnies Rules 


Going: good to firm, good in places Racing TV 
5.05 Maiden Hurdle (Div I: £4,357: 2m) (10) 


1 F POLLING DAY 30 A Watson 6-11-4 N Scholfield 


2 P0- BALTIC VOYAGE 72 (W,T) A Honeyball 4-11-0 
S Twiston-Davies 


3 0- CALSHOT SPIT F54 Miss S West 4-11-0 M Goldstein 
4 424 CUSANO 19 (BF) D Skelton 4-11-0 H Skelton 
5 GREEN MACHINE F507 F O’Brien 4-11-0 J J Burke 
6 50-PP ROCKY BREESE 14 Sarah Hollinshead 4-11-0 J Best 
Fi 66 ZODIAC STAR 17 A King 4-11-0 T Cannon 
8 60P-F TARA VANGO 17 (H) J Coulson 5-10-11 Tabitha Worsley (3) 
9 200-0 TRADITUDE TARA 28 P & M Bowen 6-10-11 S Bowen 
10 — PO CHARLOTTE SQUARE 17 (H,T) R Potter 4-10-7 B Poste 


9-4 Cusano, 5-2 Polling Day, 4-1 Green Machine, 7-1 Calshot Spit, 10-1 Baltic 
Voyage, Zodiac Star, 12-1 Traditude Tara, 100-1 others. 


5.40 Maiden Hurdle (Divil:£4,357:2m) (10) 


H 0-4 PADDYS ISLAND 14 R L Llewellyn 5-11-4 C Price (3) 
2 4-4 REACH FOR THE MOON 19 J Snowden 5-11-4 G Sheehan 
3 52 A DAY TO DREAM 30 0 Pears 4-11-0 B Hughes 
4 05 DARTMAN 27 S-J Davies 4-11-0 J Turner (7) 
5 GHOST PEPPER (H) D J Jeffreys 4-11-0 K Woods 
6 0-065 RUNAWAY TRAIN 17 James Owen 4-11-0 Lilly Pinchin 
7 _0B5 SCINTILLANTE 17 (H) A Ralph 4-11-0 D Bass 
8 263-4 HOT FIZZY LIZZY 57 (D) D Skelton 5-10-11 H Skelton 
9 00-P BRIEF ENCOUNTER 18 (H) N Hawke 4-10-7 L Murtagh 
10 00-PU HABIBI 14 (H) J Coulson 4-10-7 Tabitha Worsley (3) 


13-8 Paddys Island, 11-4 A Day To Dream, 9-2 Reach For The Moon, 5-1 Hot 
Fizzy Lizzy, 14-1 Scintillante, 16-1 Runaway Train, 25-1 others. 


610 Handicap Hurdle 
(Div I: £4,040: 2m 36) (11) 


: 1 2632 ELLERTON 18 (V) S Hosie 4-12-0 H Cobden 
8.00 Maiden Stakes Q-Y-O: £3,402: 6f) (11) | 2 65-00 GAVIN 18 (HT) P & M Bowen 6-11-11 5 Bowen 
1) 02 ALASHOS 14 James Horton 9-7 AFarragher | 3 /6:53 FASHIONELLE 17 F O’Brien 5-11-10 J Best 
2 (B — GILET W Greatrex 9-7 E Greatrex | 4 29-24 AMALFI BAY 20 (B,T,BF) A Honeyball 6-11-6 

3 (1) 0LEXINGTON JET 59 D Loughnane 9-7 Rossa Ryan S Twiston-Davies 
4 (10 ONCEBITTENTWICESHY W G M Tumer9-7 — L Moris | 5 664-5 BOB O RHINO 7 (H) Katy Price 5-11-4 6 Sheehan 
5 (5) 35 TWILIGHT BALLET 5 A Balding 9-7 O Murphy | 6 000- CRAC DE MEGAUDAIS 197 (H,T) T R Gretton 5-11-3 B Hughes 
6 (9) _ 00 ANTIQUITY 6 J Osborne 9-5 SOsborne | 7 F3» BLUEBELLA 54 (T) T Lacey 6-11-2 5 Sheppard 
7 (0 SILCA BAY E J-Houghton 9-5 CBishop | 8 P-063 NED CASH 14 (H) R Phillips 6-11-1 A Wedge 
8 (2) 004 BLUESY MOON 35 M Attwater 9-2 H Burns (3) 9 000-0 SQUARE DU ROULE 45 (T) N Hawke 4-10-8 J Davies 
9 (4) 0 PERFECT PAROLE 18 T Ward 9-2 TMarquand | 10 00-03 FAR AWAY WEST 21 (T) Daisy Hitchins 5-10-7 H Reed 
10 (3) DARK SORCERESS C Hobson 9-0 MGhiani | 11 0P-00 MAWLOOD 20 (P,T) G Howell 8-10-2 Tabitha Worsley (3) 
110) OMOUNT OF GOLD 10 RCook & J Bridger 9-0 (| S Eleron, 4-1 Amalfi Bay, 6-1 Ned Cash, Fashionelle, 10-1 Far Away West, 

lutterbucl 


Bob 0 Rhino, 12-1 Bluebella, 14-1 Gavin. 


6.40 Handicap Hurdle 
(Div Il: £4,040: 2m 3f) (1) 


1 410-4 ON SE CALME 26 A King 6-12-0 T Cannon 
2 210-P MACARI 51 Miss S West 4-11-13 M Goldstein 
3 00-B0 PLATENIUM 19 (T) B Pauling 5-11-12 B R Jones 
4 000-3 SARSEN 37 (B,T) A Honeyball 6-11-7 R Dingle 
5 6-400 GOOD IMPRESSION 27 B J Llewellyn 9-1-7 H Cobden 
6 56-44 ADMIRAL'S SUNSET 24 (P,T) D Weston 11-11-5 J Davies 
7 5440- FOOTLOOSE MAN 225 (T) R Hobson 5-11-5 JJ Burke 
8 5P/06 RAZZO ITALIANO 13 (P,T) G Hanmer 7-11-1 — J Hogan (3) 
9 4-25 COILROCK 18 (P) D J Jeffreys 7-10-10 K Woods 
10 /P0-0 CAPTAIN BILL 31 (B) N Hawke 5-10-7 D Noonan 
11 000/6 ANGUS DE BULL 43 R Potter 8-10-2 CRing 


3-1 On Se Calme, 9-2 Sarsen, 6-1 Coilrock, 7-1 Macari, Good Impression, 8-1 
Platenium, Admiral’s Sunset, 16-1 Footloose Man 


710 Handicap Chase (£7,922: 2m 1f) (5) 
1 _0P-11 MATTERHORN 19 (T,D) P Nicholls 6-11-10 H Cobden 
2 12-13 PARC D'AMOUR 19 (T) K Bailey 7-11-4 G Sheehan 
3 61-23 GOWER PRINCE 18 N Twiston-Davies 6-10-5 

S Twiston-Davies 
4 3PP-6 BOOM BOOM 44 (P,T) B Summers 6-10-5 C Hammond 
5 66-66 UNCLE ARTHUR 39 S-J Davies 6-10-5 J Best 


4-5 Matterhorn, 2-1 Parc d'Amour, 9-2 Gower Prince, 50-1 Boom Boom, Uncle 
Arthur, 


7.40 Handicap Hurdle 

(£4,568: 2m 6f) (10) 
1 4/U0- LUTINEBELLA 72 F O'Brien 8-12-2 Fern O'Brien (7) 
2 P50-3 ROYAL PRETENDER 26 A King 8-12-0 T Cannon 
3 240-F SACCHOANDVANZETTI 56 (T) F O'Brien 8-12-0 J J Burke 
4 
5 


24-02 HICONIC 31 (T,O A Hales 7-11-10 K Woods 


0P4P- MR MULDOON 92 (D) Dr R Newland & J Insole 11-11-9 
C Hammond 


6 P4-24 JARAMILLO 26 (P) W Greatrex 6-11-8 S Bowen 
7 55-3 ART APPROVAL 31 (P) R J Smith 8-11-8 S Houlihan 
8 PP-62 WESTBROOK LAD 26 (H) Mrs M Rowley 6-11-2 C Deutsch 
9 253-4 OBSESSEDWITHYOU 42 J Snowden 5-11-1 G Sheehan 
10 36-61 BALLYVAUGHAN BAY 21 D J Jeffreys 7-11-0 RMcLernon 
11-4 Ballyvaughan Bay, 4-1 Hiconic, 6-1 Jaramillo, 7-1 Westbrook Lad, 
Obsessedwithyou, 12-1 Art Approval, Sacchoandvanzetti, Royal Pretender. 


840 Handicap Chase 
(£4,568: 2m 3f) (7) 


1 224-2 NIBRAS GOLD 33 (P,T) D Pipe 6-12-0 J Tudor 
2 24-45 CHELTENAM DE VAIGE 30 F O'Brien 12-11-10 

Mr T Broughton (5) 
3 22-05 SOLDAT FORTE 24 (T) C Longsdon 7-11-7 Lilly Pinchin 
4 56-00 FAT SAM 31 (CD) C Down 10-11-3 J Davies 
5 4200- WALKINGONEGGSHELLS 133 A Watson 5-11-2 N Scholfield 
6 63-34 CHESS PLAYER 13 (P,CD) B Pauling 9-11-2 K Woods 
7 324/P STORM OF LIGHT 31 B Summers 8-10-11 C Hammond 


10-11 Nibras Gold, 11-2 Walkingoneggshells, 6-1 Chess Player, 7-1 Cheltenam 
De Vaige, Fat Sam, 20-1 Soldat Forte, 33-1 Storm Of Light. 


8.40 NH Flat Race (£2,451: 2m) (10) 


1 0- A GOOD YOMP 145 Andrew Martin 5-11-2 J Tidball (5) 
2 BELIEVE A LITTLE Sheila Lewis 5-11-2 H Kimber 
3 F1RONNIES RULES 45 D Skelton 5-11-2 Mr B Sutton (7) 
4 DESERT GUEST A Watson 4-10-12 Miss B Hampson (3) 
rj 0- GAELIC ICEOLATION 252 C Honour 4-10-12 A Stevens (5) 
6 2 KINGSTON BRESIL 59 Mrs L Hill 4-10-12 Mr J King (3) 
7 P-P2 PEACE IN THE PARK 45 D J Jeffreys 4-10-12 F Lambert (3) 
8 4 SHADOWFAX OF ROHAN 31 (BF) N Twiston-Davies 4-10-12 

J Turner (7) 
9 P-5 TILL YOU CAN'T 18 Daisy Hitchins 4-10-12 — B Morgan (5) 
10 TRALEE BAY S Hodgson 4-10-5 C Quinn 3) 


2-1 Ronnies Rules, 3-1 Shadowfax Of Rohan, 7-2 Desert Guest, 7-1 Kingston 
Bresil, 10-1 Peace In The Park, 12-1 Till You Can’t, 25-1 others. 


TIMESRADIO 


Listen to Rob Wright's tips every morning 
on Times Radio at 6.50 and 8.30 


Yesterday’s racing results 


Pontefract 


Going: good to firm (good in places) 

2.10 (1m 2f 5yd) 1, Visibility (Mr F Tett, 28-1); 
2, Unplugged (5-1); 3, Life On The Rocks (11-4). 
8 ran. Nk, 4451. S Dixon. 


2.40 (5f 3yd) 1, Cavalier Approach (Rossa 


4.45 (1m 6yd) 1, Coloane (Billy Loughnane, 
7-1); 2, Indication Rocket (5-1); 3, Premiership 
(8-1). 13 ran. 2441, 1441. R Fell & S Murray. 
Placepot: £3,993.20. 

Quadpot: £692.10. 


Worcester 


J Snowden. 


Ryan, 100-30 fav); 2t, Glory Hyde (18-5); 2t, 
Protest Rally (22-1). 12 ran. 1341, dht. E Bethell. 
3.15 (6f) 1, Unspoken Love (D Tudhope, 9-2); 
2, Sunshine Soul (15-2); 3, Guns Firing (16-1). 
6 ran. 1341, 11. KR Burke. 

3.45 (Im 6yd) 1, Magnum Opus (Billy 
Loughnane, 18-1); 2, Tele Red (25-1); 
3, Bennetot (22-1). 9 ran. 3l, 21. S & E Crisford. 
4.15 (6f 1, Late Arrival (Joanna Mason, 
100-30); 2, Variety Island (5-2 fav); 3, Dicko 
The Legend (8-1). 8 ran. NR: Spear Fir. 4, hd. 
M & D Easterby. 


Going: good (good to firm in places) 


2.25 m 4f ch) 1, She Has Notions (S Bowen, 
12-1);2, Jac Jumper (9-2); 3, Gone In Sixty (7-2). 
13 ran. NR: Tribesmans Glory. 214, 34l. 
M Keighley. (14- 
2.55 Qm 7f ch) 1, Hidden Depths (James 
Bowen, 15-2; 2, Almazhar Garde (9-2) 
3, Goose Man (6-1). 7 ran. Bil, 4l. N P 
Mulholland. 

3.30 (2m Flat) 1, Queen Of The Vale 
(G Sheehan, 100-30); 2, Tralee Bay (33-1); 


3, Emerald Quest (12-1). 12 ran. 21 34l. 


4.00 (2m hdle) 1, Vocito (S Bowen, 8-11 fav); 
2, Captain Attridge (9-4); 3, Moonscape Girl 
(8-1). 10 ran. NR: Brief Encounter, Spitfire 
Bridge. 171, nk. O Murphy. 

4.30 (2m 7f hdle) 1, Indian Sunbird (Harry 
Bannister, 20-1); 2, Catuaba (11-1); 3, Getaway 
Glory (4-1 fav). 12 ran. NR: Caspers Court, 
Royal Sam. 41/1, 1841. Sara Ender. 

5.00 (2m hdle) 1, Afta Party (Fergus Gillard, 
15-2); 2, Electric Eddy (2-1 fav); 3, Caldwell 
. 10 ran. NR: Kentucky Bluegrass, 
Logistical. 4441, 51. Mark Gillard. 

5.30 Qm 4f hdle)1, Record Art (Caoilin Quinn, 
14-1); 2, Boot ‘n’ Shoe (14-1); 3, Inspector Lynley 
(9-2). 12 ran. 1/1, nk. R J Smith. 

Placepot: £456.90. 

Quadpot: £18.60. 


Windsor 


Going: good to firm 


Sh hd, 341. S C Williams. 


341, 2341. D & C Kubler. 


5.45 (5f 21yd) 1, Law Of Average (Joey 
Haynes, 4-1); 2, Persian Blue (11-2); 3, Make It 
Easy (5-2 fav). 6 ran. 1441, ns. C Banham. 

6.15 (5f 21yd) 1, Balzarini (S M Levey, 50-1); 2, 
Invincible Crown (11-4 fav); 3, Mister 
Mcgregor (3-1). 14 ran. NR: Glamorous Jewel. 


6.45 (1m 2f) 1, Seek And Destroy (Hector 
Crouch, 5-2 fav); 2, The King’s General (100- 
30); 3, Lake Teo (10-1). 9 ran. NR: Cotswold 
Cottage. 341, 1151. R M Beckett. 

7.15 (6f 12yd) 1, Amazonian Dream (Oisin 
Murphy, 7-1); 2, Haymaker (9-1); 3, Katey 
Kontent (11-2). 8 ran. Hd, nk. B R Millman. 
7.45 (1m 201, Andaleep (Tom Marquand, 6-1); 
2, Wisper (12-1); 3, Composite (11-8 fav). 7 ran. 


NR: Villeurbanne. Nk, 4441. R Harris. 
8.45 (6f 12yd) 1, 


R Cook & J Bridger. 
Placepot: £277.80. 


Wolverhampton 


8.15 (1m 31yd) 1, Weston Court (Oisin Murphy, 
11-4); 2, Rival (11-2; 3, Adace (15-2). 10 ran. 


Lahina Bay (Rhys 
Clutterbuck, 13-2); 2, Prince Of Bel Lir (16-D; 
3, Nevernay (7-1). 11 ran. NR: Lipsink. 1l, nk. 


Quadpot: £56.80. 


Spirit (4-1). 6 ran. NR: Night On Earth, Ready 
Freddie Go. Nk, hd. J Tate. 

7.00 (1m 4f 51yd) 1, Goblet Of Fire (Tommie 
Jakes, 11-8 fav); 2, Optician (11-2); 3, Boldly 
(11-2). 11 ran. 1441, 1441. N J Henderson. 

7.30 (6f 20yd) 1, Magic Gem (Dylan Hogan, 
2-1fav); 2, Porfin (11-2); 3, Due Date (11-4). 9 ran. 
NR: Global Effort. 341, 151. M Herrington. 

8.00 (6f 20yd) 1, Arlecchino’s Gift (George 
Rooke, 15-2); 2, Liosa (2-1 fav); 3, Coast (15-2). 


Going: standard 


10 ran. Nk, 23/1. C Johnston. 


Pass (7-1). 5 ran. 4I, 1l. D & C Kubler. 


5.25 (Im 1f 104yd) 1, Rosenzoo (A Mullen, 9-1); 
2, Historic City (4-1 jt-fav); 3, Chiefman (14-1). 


6.00 (5f 21yd) 1, Accrual (Saffie Osborne, 
11-2); 2, Capo Vaticano (30-100 fav); 3, Angel 


6.30 (5f 21yd) 1, Invincible Speed (R Havlin, 
11-10 fav); 2, Reigning Profit (9-2); 3, Tsunami 


8 ran. NR: Street Life. 17/1, 341. M D I Usher. 
8.30 (Im 5f 219yd) 1, Dubai Immo (J Mitchell, 
15-8 fav); 2, Baileys Warrior (9-2); 3, Virtual 
Hug (6-1). 10 ran. NR: Unification. 2141, 3341. 
W Stone. 

9.00 (7f 36yd) 1, My Mate Mike (L P Keniry, 
9-2); 2, Golden Passport (8-1); 3, Capuchinero 
(10-1). 11 ran. NR: Kristal Klear. 341,1341. D K Ivory. 


Placepot: £17.80. Quadpot: £2.40. 
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Sport Rugby union 


No food on game 
day and Ibiza 


anthems - 


Earl's 


week before a Test 


England No8 talks with 

Will Kelleher about his routine 
before facing the All Blacks 
this weekend and why he'll be 
looking for a flat white at 8am 


or the first time in ten years, England 
are preparing to face the All Blacks in 
New Zealand, with the first of two Tests 
taking place in Dunedin on Saturday. 
Their most recent victory here was in 
2003 and since their 52-17 win over Eddie 
Jones's Japan in Tokyo on June 22, Steve 
Borthwick’s side have quietly been plotting how 
to change that record. Here, Ben Earl takes The 
Times through the details of that preparation. 


THE FALLOW WEEK 

After the win over the Japanese on a hot and 
humid Saturday afternoon, the England players 
entered recovery mode. Immanuel Feyi-Waboso 
lost 2kg in sweat during the match, and was not 
the only one. 

For Earl, Sundays are "cheat days" and he 
allows himself to eat anything. "The morning 
after the game I'm dying," he tells The Ruck 
podcast. “If I’ve played 80 minutes I can have 
whatever I want." 

A series of smoothies, gels, and 
magnesium and zinc 
supplements, plus stints in the 
sauna, helped the England 
players recover before they 
flew from Tokyo to 
Auckland, arriving last 
Tuesday. The team and 
coaches travelled south the 
day after an advanced party 
of support crew, including 7 
the team manager Richard 
Hill and the strength and 
conditioning coach Tom 
Tombleson, who helped set up 
the next hotel for the squads arrival. 

A bookworm, Earl chose to read on 
the ten-hour flight — a biography on golfer Phil 
Mickelson, and More than a Game by the former 
Chicago Bulls basketball coach Phil Jackson. 
"Some boys were watching films, iPads, some 
were sleeping. I didn't watch anything as I've 
kind of finished all that already," Earl, 26, says. 

Players wear blue light-blocking glasses, to 
help them stave off jet lag. Earl loves watching 
NRL — Australian rugby league — so listened 
to the podcasts NRL 360 and Six Tackles with 
Phil ‘Gus’ Gould on the flight too. 

In Auckland, Earl was delighted to be staying 
in the same hotel as the Brisbane Broncos, who 


9 


P 


he and others watched lose to the New Zealand 
Warriors 32-16 at Mount Smart Stadium on 
Saturday, as part of their weekend off between 
rounds of golf. Others went out on fishing boats. 

“It's been a conscious effort to get out, 
experience stuff, so that when you get on the 
pitch you feel refreshed, ready and wanting to 
train as your social battery is at an all-time low,” 
Earl says. “Seeing the Broncos players play the 
State of Origin [in Melbourne] and then turning 
up here is pretty awesome. That's been really 
cool seeing them around, in the lifts, talking 
about their day’s training.” 


MONDAY AND TUESDAY 

Test week is now about “tapering”, so the 
intensity of training dips, to make sure the 
players peak on match day. “Another thing Steve 
has brought in since he came into the role, is 
making sure that when you walk on to the pitch 
on Saturday, you feel a million dollars mentally, 
physically, psychologically,” Earl says. 

“Whether that is clarity around the game 
plan, you've done all your preparation, spoken 
to the right people so you know what you're 
getting after — that's a big thing. 

"Monday is a clarity-focused day around our 
moves off lineouts, scrums, defensive sets, 
understanding what New Zealand might bring. 
On Tuesday we put that into a higher-fatigued 
state, not too much because of the weeks prior.” 


WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY 
Wednesday is England's day off, 
before a short "captain run” 
session on Thursday to fine- 
tune, then a two-hour flight 
from Auckland to Dunedin. 
The players are expected to 
take time to do their own 
analysis, supplementary to 
team sessions. "We've had a 
project given to us to watch a 
few games from the last 24, 
36, 48 months, so I’m having a 
look at what it takes to play 

New Zealand in different places — 

certainly Dunedin — and leaning on 
the experiences of guys who have been 
here;" Earl says. 

Some pore over footage, others want to watch 
as little as possible of themselves or the 
opposition so their mind is not jumbled come 
Saturday. “I’m probably neither end of the 
spectrum,” Earl says. "Steve is good at sending 
you stuff you have to see, whether that's what 
the opposition will bring, or something you've 
done that's good, or what they don't want to see.” 


iu 


FRIDAY 
There is no training but England will visit the 
Forsyth Barr Stadium to familiarise themselves 
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Earl will find diversions in coffee and his headphones, left, as England get ready for the All Blacks 


with the covered arena. On the pitch, in front of 
the cameras, they will do a light-hearted 
“rondo” passing drill where groups stand on four 
corners of a square, running and passing around 
in a circle at increasingly fast speeds. 

Then Jamie George, the captain, and the 
“game leaders” huddle the team up in three 
areas of the field, to discuss different areas of 
the match. 


SATURDAY — GAME DAY 

That no-eating policy is tricky for Earl to follow 
on Saturdays when there is a late kick-off. The 
match in Dunedin starts at 7.05pm local time, so 
that will be a long day. 

“My big fear is that I can’t have the feeling 
that I’m bloated, so I take that out of my hands 
and go far the other way,” Earl says. “TIl drink a 
lot [water, coffee]. There’s a lot of new science 
about the stuff you can get in — there are 
smoothie drinks with everything you need and 
carbohydrate gels. 

“Some boys can sleep through until about 
midday. I havent got that skill. I'll be up at 8am 
trying to find a flat white [coffee] in Dunedin.” 

The team then gather for a meal at 3pm — 


which Earl watches, rather than participates in 
— then go through their last medical checks 
before Borthwick addresses them prior to 
getting on the bus to the ground. 

“That’s when I switch on,” Earl says. “Some 
boys like to chat, some like to sit there in silence. 
Ollie Lawrence sleeps on the bus to the game, 
which is bonkers. I'll have my headphones in. 

“Tm on Soundcloud, listening to long DJ sets 
— it’s Ibiza season! There’s nothing too head- 
banging, just whatever is current. Sitting in 
silence is the worst thing for me, my mind goes.” 

Once inside the ground, Earl, George and 
Theo Dan leave the dressing room to sit on the 
bench, watching the stands fill up. It’s a calming 
process, before the business starts. 

“The more you can keep things normal allows 
you to perform at your best, to not worry about 
what is going on, the better," Earl says. "We've 
all been in games where you feel like you've 
played the game 45 times before it has kicked 
off. That can lead to exhaustion, expectation 
about what it'll look like, and frustration." 

Then Earl and the team take their last hit of 
caffeine, before it is out for the anthems, the 
Haka and then the AII Blacks. 


All Blacks and South Africa plan to revive tours to rival Lions 


Will Kelleher Auckland 


New Zealand and South Africa plan to 
revive traditional long-form tours from 
2026 in a bid to match the commercial 
might of British & Irish Lions series. 
The pair consider theirs to be the pre- 
eminent rivalry in the sport and finan- 
cial projections have shown that it 
could raise broadcast, ticket and spon- 
sorship revenue comparable with Lions 


tours. Those trips are lucrative for the 
home nations and the host, which ro- 
tates between New Zealand, South 
Africa and Australia every four years. 
The plan is for New Zealand to face 
South Africa in a three-Test series with 
tour matches every four years, which 
would replace the Rugby Champion- 
ship. In 2026, the All Blacks would trav- 
el to South Africa and face the Storm- 
ers, Bulls, Lions and Sharks, as well as a 


South Africa A. The Springboks would 
reciprocate in 2030, playing the New 
Zealand Super Rugby teams and the 
Maori All Blacks. 

New Zealand Rugby lost £30million 
during the Covid pandemic and is try- 
ing to rebound with a series of new ven- 
tures. Once these trips have been estab- 
lished, New Zealand Rugby wants to 
start similar ventures with Australia 
and Argentina. However, the New 


Zealanders know that the highest com- 
mercial value lies in regular fixtures 
against South Africa. The Springboks 
have won four World Cups, to New Zea- 
land5 three, and beat the All Blacks 12- 
ll in last year’s final. 

Now that South African teams have 
left Super Rugby, and play in the United 
Rugby Championship, the New Zealan- 
ders have lost their main rivals at club 
level. They realise that more regular 


games against South African opposi- 
tion will prepare players better for the 
AII Blacks. 

"You saw it at the World Cup, in our 
mind it’s the number one rivalry in the 
game,” the New Zealand Rugby chief ex- 
ecutive, Mark Robinson, said. “It’s his- 
torically two teams that have been 
successful but where rugby has been a 
big part of their whole DNA and their 
identity coming together." 
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Cricket Sport 


Key: Bairstow's form has gone 
backwards - he needs a break 


Elizabeth Ammon 


Jonny Bairstow’s form has gone back- 
wards and he needs a break from inter- 
national cricket to try to “get back to his 
best”, according to Rob Key. 

Englands managing director of 
men’s cricket defended the decision to 
drop the 100-cap Bairstow and the 
wicketkeeper Ben Foakes from the 14- 
man squad for the first Test against 
West Indies, starting on July 10 at 
Lord's. 

Bairstow, 34, was the star of England's 
first Bazball summer under Brendon 
McCullum and Ben Stokes, scoring four 
breathtaking hundreds against New 
Zealand and India in 2022, but he has 
struggled to recapture anything like 
that form since breaking a leg in a freak 
accident while playing golf in Septem- 
ber that year. 

Despite that, Key hinted Bairstow 
took the news of his axing badly. 
“People are never happy when they’re 
dropped,” he said. “I never want people 
to be happy when they’re dropped, I 
think that’s completely the wrong way 
to be. But Jonny just needs to get back 
to what he was a couple of years ago. 

“Generally, his form, in all formats, 
has just been going slightly in the wrong 
direction. You want him to get back to 
what he was when Brendan and Ben 
started out — the same with his keep- 
ing. It’s an arduous task being a keeper 
as well, going forward. So you want 
someone who can back it up series after 
series. And we weren't convinced that 
Jonny would be able to do that, especial- 
ly at the stage of his career that he's at.” 

Although his international future is 
now seriously in doubt, Bairstow will 
remain on a two-year full ECB central 
contract worth about £800,000 a year 
until November 2025. Central con- 
tracts cannot be terminated for reasons 
other than gross misconduct. 

Bairstow played as a batsman only in 
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Bairstow has found form elusive since breaking a leg during a golfing accident 


the Test series in India this year, with 
Foakestakingthe gloves, but he too has 
been dropped, with Jamie Smith, his 
Surrey team-mate, set to make his En- 
gland debut as wicketkeeper against 
West Indies. 

For Foakes, Key reiterated that the 
3l-year-old's wicketkeeping was not in 
question — describing him as probably 
the best in the world — but it was his 
batting, especially his ability to shep- 
herd the tail, that led to his omission. 

"Ben is an excellent keeper, as we 


know. But as we say to him, we want 
someone who can just up the ante at 
times [with the bat] when required,” Key 
said. 

The selection panel of Key, Luke 
Wright, McCullum and Stokes, believe 
that Smith, 23, has a more versatile 
game than Foakes. Key described the 
right-handed batsman as a “rare talent” 
who is “much more than a stop-gap 
keeper”, even though Foakes, not 
Smith, is the first choice at Surrey. 

"We've been watching Jamie Smith 


for quite some time,” Key said. “You just 
see players who you think are rare tal- 
ents, really, and he looks like that. 
We've done a fair amount on his keep- 
ing as well. Hes more than a stop-gap 
keeper, that's for sure. 

"People say we want someone who 
can go outthere and play shots — that's 
not the case. We want people who can 
not only up the ante if they have to, bat- 
ting with the tail, but also soak up pres- 
sure as well. 

“Also, sometimes you're selecting 
people for what they're going to be, and 
where you think they can progress to.” 

Smith over Foakes and Bairstow was 
not the only big call made by the select- 
ors at the start of this Test summer, 
which includes three matches against 
West Indies and three against Sri 
Lanka. The seamer Ollie Robinson was 
left out after going wicketless in the one 
Test he played in India. With question 
marks over his fitness, commitment 
and consistency, the uncapped bowlers 
Gus Atkinson, of Surrey, and Dillon 
Pennington, of Nottinghamshire, have 
been favoured instead. 

“Pennington probably wasn't on our 
radar at all, but this summer, watching 
him in the county game, I’ve loved 
watching him bowl,” Key said. “He just 
looks like someone that has that little 
bit of pace. He’s relentless in his consist- 
ency, the angle that he bowls as well.” 

Shoaib Bashir has been preferred to 
Jack Leach as the spin option, even 
though Somerset favour the 33-year- 
old over the off spinner who is 13 years 
his junior. 

“I love watching what he did in 
India,” Key said. “You just see that 
potential. When you watch him bowl, 
you just think he's got everything, 
really, as a spinner. And he will get bet- 
ter. For Jack Leach, it doesn't mean that 
his time’s done with us. If there's ever a 
time when we need a second spinner, 
Td imagine that would be Jack.” 


surrey on top 
with Essex 
a man down 


County Championship round-up 
Elizabeth Ammon 


The Division One leaders Surrey are in 
a commanding position at the Oval 
against second-placed Essex after the 
visiting side were bowled out for 180 in 
reply to Surrey’s first-innings 262. 

Essex are at somewhat of a disadvan- 
tage, though, as they are down to ten 
players after the batsman Jordan Cox 
was taken into hospital on Sunday 
night to have his appendix removed — 
the ECB regulations state that, unlike in 
the case of a concussion, a substitute is 
not allowed in these circumstances. 

Essex fought back, however, taking 
three wickets in the second innings to 
reduce Surrey to 44 for three, with a 
lead of 126, before bad light intervened. 

At Taunton, Warwickshire were 
eventually bowled out for 412, having 
been 40 for four, thanks to a sublime 147 
by the wicketkeeper Michael Burgess. 
In reply, Somerset lost their top three 
batsmen for only 57 runs. Chris 
Woakes, in only his second match of the 
season, went wicketless from 16 overs. 

Having made a half-century in the 
first innings, the England captain, Ben 
Stokes, dropped down the order to No9 
in Durham’s second innings against 
Worcestershire. Worcestershire re- 
duced the home side to 107 for seven 
when Stokes came to the crease, but the 
England skipper made 26 from 34 balls 
before being bowled by Tom Taylor to 
help extend Durhams lead to 226. 

In Division Two, Northamptonshire 
staged a second-innings fightback after 
being bowled out for only 97 in their 
first innings. Against top-of-the-table 
Sussex, they require another 147 to win 
with six wickets in hand. Emilio Gay 
made 67 in helping Northamptonshire 
towards the required total. They are yet 
to win a match this season but have had 
seven draws and Gay is the second- 
highest runscorer in the division, with 
860, at an average of 61.42. 


Results and scoreboards 


Cricket 


County Championship 
Division One 

Durham v Worcestershire 
Chester-le-Street (second day of four) 
Durham, with one second-innings wicket 
in hand, are 226 runs ahead of 
Worcestershire 

Durham First Innings 190 (B A Stokes 56; 
N G Smith 4 for 36) 

Second Innings (overnight 33-3) 

M J Potts b Smith 18 
P M Siddle b Taylor 3 
CN Ackermann c Roderick b Taylor 40 


D G Bedingham c Virdi b Smith 7 
TO G Robinson c Hose b Allison 9 
B A Stokes b Taylor 26 
BF W de Leede not out Oo 
Extras (b 3, Ib 5, nb 6) 14 
Total (9 wkts, 47.2 overs) 148 


Fall of wickets 1-20, 2-25, 3-27, 4-49, 5-61, 
6-87, 7-107, 8-137, 9-148. 

Bowling Smith 16-4-52-4; Taylor 14.2-3-46-4; 
Allison 10-2-28-1; Waite 7-1-14-0. 
Worcestershire First Innings 112 (K Ali 55; 
M J Potts 4 for 29) 

Umpires S Shanmugam 
O'Shaughnessy. 
Hampshire v Kent 

Utilita Bowl (second day of four): Kent, with 
four first-innings wickets in hand, are 299 
runs behind Hampshire 

Hampshire First Innings (overnight 301-3) 


and S J 


*JM Vince c Leaning b Stewart 211 
1B C Brown c Leaning b Stewart no 
LA Dawson b Evison 16 
J K Fuller b Evison 4 
K H D Barker b Evison 43 
F S Organ not out 21 
K J Abbott not out 15 
Extras (Ib 7, w 1, nb 6) 14 
Total (8 wkts dec, 130 overs) 505 


M Abbas did not bat. 

Fall of wickets 1-19, 2-24, 3-56, 4-315, 5-362, 
6-400, 7-469, 8-470. 

Bowling Stewart 27-8-78-3; Stobo 25-6-83-1; 
Gilchrist 22-4-103-0; Evison 19-1-83-4; 
Parkinson 31-2-134-0; Leaning 6-0-17-0. 
Kent First Innings 

B G Compton Ibw b Barker oO 
FIN Khushi Ibw b Barker 53 
*D J Bell-Drummond c Brown b Abbas 9 


J A Leaning not out 73 
JDM Evison c Brown b Abbas 15 
T S Muyeye c Brown b Barker 21 
tH Z Finch c and b Abbott 10 
Extras (b 4, Ib 6, nb 10, p 5) 25 
Total (6 wkts, 54.5 overs) 206 


C H Stobo, G Stewart, M W Parkinson and 
NN Gilchrist to bat. 

Fall of wickets 1-12, 2-60, 3-81, 4-106, 5-174, 
6-206. 

Bowling Barker 15-4-49-3; Abbas 15-3-59-2; 
Abbott 12.5-2-53-1; Fuller 5-0-17-0; Dawson 
7-2-13-0. 

Umpires P R Pollard and B J Debenham. 


Lancashire v Nottinghamshire 


Southport (second day of four): No play, rain; 
Lancashire have scored 344 for eight wickets 
against Nottinghamshire 


Lancashire First Innings 


*K K Jennings not out 183 
NM Lyon not out 8 
Extras (b 2, Ib 27, nb 12) 4 
Total (8 wkts, 96 overs) 344 


JM Anderson to bat. 

Fall of wickets 1-26, 2-67, 3-111, 4-120, 5-208, 
6-228, 7-292, 8-293. 

Bowling Stone 20-4-93-1; Pennington 
23-5-70-2; Paterson  22-753-2; James 
17-5-53-3; Harrison 9-1-20-0; Patterson-White 
5-1-26-0. 

Nottinghamshire *H Hameed, B T Slater, 
W A Young, tJ M Clarke, J A Haynes, 
L W James, L Patterson-White, C G Harrison, 
O P Stone, D Y Pennington, D Paterson. 
Umpires M J Saggers and T Lungley. 


Somerset v Warwickshire 


Taunton (second day of four): Somerset, with 
four first-innings wickets in hand, are 204 
runs behind Warwickshire 


Warwickshire First Innings 
(overnight 373-8) 


tM G K Burgess c Leach b Aldridge 147 
M G Booth c Abell b Pretorius 31 


O J Hannon-Dalby not out Le] 
Extras (b 4, Ib 1, nb 8) 13 
Total (109.1 overs) 412 


Fall of wickets 1-19, 2-34, 3-36, 4-40, 5-144, 
6-145, 7-244, 8-354, 9-408. 

Bowling Davey 18-2-71-1; Overton 24-6-65-1; 
Pretorius 27-2-104-5; Aldridge 15.1-0-77-1; 
Leach 20-2-69-2; Umeed 1-0-11-0; Lammonby 
4-1-10-0. 


Somerset First Innings 

T Kohler-Cadmore c Burgess b Booth 22 
ARI Umeed c Bethell b Hannon-Dalby 6 
T A Lammonby c Burgess b Barnard 23 


T B Abell not out 61 
T Banton c Yates b Hannon-Dalby 78 
J H Davey Ibw b Hannon-Dalby 7 
M J Leach c Burgess b Hannon-Dalby [e] 
tJ EK Rew not out o 
Extras (b 2, Ib 5, nb 4) n 
Total (6 wkts, 66 overs) 208 


K L Aldridge, *C Overton and M Pretorius 
to bat. 

Fall of wickets 1-6, 2-41, 3-57, 4-196, 5-206, 
6-206. 

Bowling Woakes 16-2-48-0; Hannon-Dalby 
14-3-45-4; Booth 9-0-49-1; Barnard 14-2-31-1; 
Yates 1-0-2-0; Rhodes 2-0-3-0; Bethell 
10-1-23-0. 

Umpires R J Bailey and M Newell. 

Surrey v Essex 

Kia Oval (second day of four): Surrey, with 


seven second-innings wickets in hand, are 
126 runs ahead of Essex 


Surrey First Innings (overnight 248-8) 


T E Lawes c Harmer b Snater 15 
JP A Taylor b Snater 19 
D J Worrall not out 2 
Extras (b 5, Ib 7, nb 4) 16 
Total (83.2 overs) 262 


Fall of wickets 1-41, 2-47, 3-67, 4-100, 5-170, 
6-203, 7-224, 8-224, 9-257. 

Bowling Porter 17.3-3-50-0; Snater 21.2-5-56- 
3; Bosch 13-2-52-3; Walter 10.3-2-43-2; Harmer 
16-5-32-1; Critchley 5-0-17-1. 

Second Innings 


*R J Burns c Harmer b Snater 8 
D P Sibley b Porter 11 
DW Lawrence Ibw b Bosch 10 
JL Smith not out n 
1B T Foakes not out 4 
Total (3 wkts, 18 overs) 44 


Fall of wickets 1-13, 2-25, 3-37. 
Bowling Porter 8-3-15-1; Snater 5-2-16-1; 
Bosch 5-1-13-1. 


Essex First Innings 


NL J Browne c Smith b Worrall 12 
D Elgar c Smith b Clark o 
*T Westley b Taylor T 
M J J Critchley c Sibley b Worrall 48 
P I Walter c Patel b Clark 64 
1M S Pepper c Lawes b Worrall 1 
S R Harmer Ibw b Taylor 16 


S Snater c Taylor b Lawes 6 


E Bosch c Lawes b Clark 12 
JA Porter not out o 
Extras (b 5, Ib 3, nb 2) 10 
Total (51.3 overs) 180 


Fall of wickets 1-12, 2-16, 3-45, 4-97, 5-113, 
6-143, 7-150, 8-179, 9-180. 

Bowling Worrall 14-4-40-3; Clark 15.3-5-33-3; 
Taylor 12-2-51-2; Lawes 9-0-47-1; Lawrence 
1-0-1-0. 

Umpires P J Hartley and G D Lloyd. 
Division Two 

Derbyshire v Yorkshire 

Chesterfield (second day of four): Yorkshire, 
with four first-innings wickets in hand, are 
340 runs ahead of Derbyshire 

Derbyshire First Innings 76 (M V T Fernando 
5 for 30, J A Thompson 4 for 31) 

Yorkshire First Innings (overnight 283-5) 
JH Wharton c Donald b Dupavillon 188 


tJ A Tattersall not out 93 
JA Thompson not out 9 
Extras (b 4, Ib 8, nb 4) 16 
Total (6 wkts, 93.1 overs) 416 


DT Moriarty, B O Coad and M V T Fernando 
to bat. 

Fall of wickets 1-61, 2-72, 3-109, 4-152, 5-165, 
6-406. 

Bowling Dupavillon 12.1-2-66-2; Conners 
15-0-88-1; Reece 20-1-67-2; Chappell 17-6-53-1; 
Thomson 12-1-66-0; Whiteley 1-0-1-0; 
Wagstaff 13-1-54-0; Lloyd 3-0-9-0. 

Umpires N Pratt and S Redfern 
Gloucestershire v Glamorgan 
Cheltenham (second day of four): 
Gloucestershire, with seven second-innings 
wickets in hand, are 370 runs ahead of 
Glamorgan 

Gloucestershire First Innings 179 (T van der 
Gugten 5 for 59) 

Second Innings 


CT Bancroft not out 159 
B G Charlesworth c Labuschagne 

b Van der Gugten oO 
O J Price c Cooke b Van der Gugten 8 
M AH Hammond c Crane b Carlson 121 
1J R Bracey not out 90 
Extras (Ib 3, w 1, nb 6) 10 
Total (3 wkts, 78 overs) 388 


Fall of wickets 1-3, 2-17, 3-218. 

Bowling Van der Gugten 17-1-78-2; Mcllroy 
13-1-46-0; Gorvin 11-0-52-0; Labuschagne 
7-0-37-0; Douthwaite | 6-0-55-0; Crane 
12-1-70-0; Carlson 12-0-47-1. 


Glamorgan First Innings (overnight 133-7) 

T van der Gugten c Bracey b De Lange 8 
MS Crane c Dale b Webster 44 
AW Gorvin c Charlesworth b Webster — 12 
JP Mcliroy not out oO 
Extras (b 10, Ib 7, nb 6) 23 
Total (61.1 overs) 197 
Fall of wickets 1-24, 2-57, 3-59, 4-104, 5-104, 
6-108, 7-125, 8-144, 9-196. 

Bowling Taylor 15-5-38-1; Dale 8-1-44-0; 
Akhter 16-3-37-1; Webster 10.1-4-17-5; De 
Lange 12-2-44-3. 

Umpires N Ashraf and P K Baldwin. 
Leicestershire v Middlesex 

Leicester (second day of four): 
Leicestershire, with two second-innings 
wickets in hand, are 404 runs ahead of 
Middlesex 

Leicestershire First Innings 179 (R F Higgins 
4 for 35, T S Roland-Jones 4 for 63) 

Second Innings (overnight 40-1) 


R K Patel b Higgins 17 
S W Currie Ibw b Roland-Jones 10 
*L J Hill c du Plooy b Roland-Jones 8 
L P Goldsworthy c Robson 

b Roland-Jones 75 
H J Swindells c Davies b Brookes 22 
L Kimber b Brookes 38 
tO B Cox Ibw b Roland-Jones 26 
B GF Green not out 45 
BWM Mike not out 26 
Extras (b 18, Ib 2, nb 6) 26 
Total (8 wkts, 68 overs) 3n 


Fall of wickets 1-36, 2-50, 3-58, 4-63, 5-164, 
6-168, 7-230, 8-240. 

Bowling Higgins 12-4-49-1; Roland-Jones 
22-7-76-5; Bamber 13-0-71-0; Brookes 
14-1-73-2; De Caires 4-0-14-0; Hollman 
3-0-8-0. 

Middlesex First Innings 86 (B W M Mike 5 for 
22, BG F Green 4 for 28) 

Umpires | D Blackwell and B J Peverall. 


Northamptonshire v Sussex 
Northampton (second day of four): 
Northamptonshire, with six second-innings 
wickets in hand, need 147 runs to beat 
Sussex 

Sussex First Innings 143 (C J White 4 for 23) 
Second Innings (overnight 83-2) 


T P Alsop c McManus b Sanderson 23 
S F Hunt c Vasconcelos b Sanderson 6 
JM Coles Ibw b Procter 33 
O J Carter b Broad 33 


*tJ A Simpson b Procter 40 
F J Hudson-Prentice c Procter b Broad — 11 
N J McAndrew c and b Procter 22 
J J Carson Ibw b Procter 1 
O E Robinson not out 5 
Extras (Ib 3, nb 2) 5 
Total (73.1 overs) 237 


Fall of wickets 1-19, 2-82, 3-83, 4-96, 5-139, 
6-183, 7-197, 8-230, 9-232. 

Bowling Sanderson  20-9-44-3; White 
4-0-17-1; Procter 15.1-3-45-4; Broad 15-0-75-2; 
Weatherall 14-3-37-0; Keogh  4-0-13-0; 
Breetzke 1-0-3-0. 

Northamptonshire First Innings 97 (O E 
Robinson 4 for 42) 

Second Innings 


R S Vasconcelos Ibw b McAndrew 6 
EN Gay Ibw b McAndrew 67 
P P Shaw b Hunt 37 
*L A Procter c Simpson b Carson 6 
M P Breetzke not out n 
R I Keogh not out 6 
Extras (Ib 2, nb 2) 4 
Total (4 wkts, 43 overs) 137 


Fall of wickets 1-18, 2-87, 3-118, 4-118. 
Bowling Robinson 11-4-25-0; Hunt 11-2-39-1; 
McAndrew — 122-372;  Hudson-Prentice 
3-0-19-0; Carson 5-0-13-1; Haines 1-0-2-0. 
Umpires M H A Syed and A C Harris. 


Golf 


USPGA Tour Rocket Mortgage Classic 
Detroit GC, Michigan: Leading final scores 
(United States unless stated): 270 C Davis 
(Aus) 68, 66, 66, 70.271 A Bhatia 64, 67, 68, 72; 
Lee Min-Woo (Aus) 68, 68, 66, 69; A Rai 
(Eng) 66, 65, 68, 72; D Thompson 68, 69, 66, 
68.273 E Cole 66, 68, 70, 69; R Hoey (Phi) 69, 
69, 68, 67; E van Rooyen (SA) 69, 64, 68, 72; 
C Young 67, 66, 67, 73. 274 L Clanton 69, 68, 
65, 72; N Dunlap 67, 69, 67, 71; T Moore 68, 71, 
66, 69; J J Spaun 67, 69, 69, 69; H Springer 71, 
65, 68, 70; S Stevens 69, 66, 66, 73; D Wu 69, 
68, 68, 69. 


LPGA Dow Great Lakes Bay Invitational 
Midland CC, Michigan: Leading final scores: 
258 A Thitikul (Tha) and Yin Ruoning (China) 
64, 66, 66, 62.259 J Kupcho (US) and A Ewing 
(US) 64, 64, 67, 64. 261 N Broch Estrup (Den) 
and N Koerstz Madsen (Den) 68, 60, 70, 63; 
Kang Hae-ji (S Kor) and Kim In-kyung (S Kor) 
68, 63, 65, 65. 262 G Hall (Eng) and C Hull 
(Eng) 66, 63, 70, 63; G Kim (Aus) and A Kim 
(US) 67, 61, 69, 65. 
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Sport Lord Coe in Ukraine 


‘Look at the horror. How can 


SPECIAL REPORT Matt Lawton joins World Athletics president on 
visit to war zone and hears of athletes determined to be at Olympics a m 


Our party arrives in Kyiv on atrain they 
call “The Bravery Express” but pulling 
into the station on an adjacent platform 
are the real men of courage. 

It is the medical train that transports 
Ukraine’s fallen heroes back from the 
front line, and it is met by a convoy of 
more than 20 ambulances for the 
wounded as well as an unmarked truck 
for the bodies of those who have been 
killed. 

Lord Coe looks on in horror, trying to 
absorb this unexpected encounter with 
the harrowing reality of Ukraine’s war 
with Russia. "That's a pretty sobering 
sight,” he says. “There will be young guys 
there who were probably planning to go 
to university, begin their working lives. 
Suddenly they have gone away to fight.” 

Coe is here as the president of World 
Athletics to support Ukraine and its 
severely diminished team before next 
months Olympic Games; to better 
understand the unique challenges they 
face. His federation is the one Olympic 
sport that has taken a hard line on 
Russian and  Belarusian athletes, 
banning them from any form of 
competition as well as the track and 
field events in Paris. 

Itis a policy that leaves him not only 
at odds with his colleagues on the 
International Olympic Committee but 
also his own government, after the 
volte-face performed by the 
Department for Culture, Media and 
Sport (DCMS) earlier this year when 
the sports minister, Stuart Andrew, sent 
a private letter to the IOC president, 
Thomas Bach, endorsing the 
participation of Russians and 
Belarusians under a neutral banner. 

While Coe was already comfortable 
with his position, his resolve is 
strengthened significantly by what he 
witnesses during a 2%-day visit to a 
country that has been engaged in a 
bloody battle for its survival since 
Vladimir Putin ordered his Russian 
troops to invade in February 2022. 

On Friday, Coe sat down with 
Ukraines president, ^ Volodymyr 
Zelensky; what he described 
afterwards, in sporting terms, as “a 
meeting for the ages”. On Saturday he 
attended Ukraines Olympic trials for 
track and field in Lviv, listening to the 
athletes articulate how the war has 
impacted both their lives and their 
careers. It is why a team that would 
normally amount to more than 70 
athletes will be down to about 35 at this 
Olympics. 

However, it is when we return to 
Kyiv-Pasazhyrskyi station on Friday 
night, some 12 hours after we had first 
arrived, that Coe is confronted by 
something he really had not 
anticipated. It is another medical train, 
another fleet of ambulances, a graphic 
illustration of the scale of pain and 
suffering being inflicted by Russia. 

A soldier who is patrolling the car 
park area explains how the 
majority of casualties on this 
particular train, one that has an 
intensive care unit for the most 
critically injured, have suffered 
amputations and serious gunshot 
wounds. Family members wait for 
their loved ones. Standing a few 
metres away is a young woman 
weeping into the shoulder of the 
man beside her. 

“So these trains are arriving here 
day and night,” Coe says, shaking 
his head. “More people need to 
come and see this.” 

By breakfast the next morning, he 
has had time to reflect. “I’ve seen some 


interesting things in my life but I think 
that’s probably the toughest,” he says. “I 
didn’t sleep very well last night. 

"That girl just leaning into him .. . 
maybe she was a sister, a girlfriend, a 
wife. But that was an image. The horror 
of it was everywhere. There are no 
winners here. Only losers, and they are 
families." 

He has to reach for a napkin to wipe 
tears from his eyes. "You never want to 
personalisethese things but it was quite 
hard,” he says. “I have two sons, 28 and 
30, and they would be caught up in this 
if it was happening to us.” 

Coe is always measured but the 67- 
year-old double Olympic champion 
cannot hide his disappointment with 
those who softened their stance on the 
presence of Russian and Belarusian 
athletes at the Paris Games and beyond. 

“I cant sit at a European 
Championships, as I did in Munich in 
2022,tryingto make conversation with a 
girl [Kateryna Tabashnyk] who had just 
lost her mother in a tower block, four 
hours earlier, and be neutral," he says. 

“I feel the strongest position we can 
take is the position we have taken. We 
find it unacceptable and there is 
nothing else we can do. All we can do is 
make a stand. But maybe a few should 
have been on that platform with us last 
night. l'm not hectoring. Its just to 
understand theres more here.” 

Is the DCMS among those he is 
referring to? *Maybe they should have 
been on that platform,” he says. “It’s not 
a decision I understand, and I'll leave it 
at that.” 

By decision he means a U-turn? 

“Yes,” he says. “How else do I see 
that? I assumed I wasn't the only sport 
that was having that communication 
[with the DCMS] I actually explained 
what our position was. But that's where 
we are. Its for others to look at 
themselves." 

He explains his own reasoning, and 
that of his federation. "This is not really 
about closing the door on athletes," he 
says. "Its about a display of solidarity. It's 
not really about Russia. It’s about here. 

“It’s almost beyond rationality that in 
my 60s, someone who studied Russian 
history, an economist and historian, I'd 
be sitting here in Europe listening to 
people talk about something nice that 
happened ‘before the war’. Before the 


» 


f***ing war? This carnage is madness. 


“IN LVIV, WE'LL HAVE FIVE MINUTES 
TO REACH A SHELTER - IN KYIV, 
MAYBE TWO’ 
It is called Operation Sugar; a project 
that has been months in the planning 
and one that has required a level of 
secrecy given Coes profile and his very 
public stance on Russia. 

We meet on Thursday afternoon at a 
hotel opposite a small, regional 
airport in Rzeszow, a city in the jé 


southeast of Poland. It sits 62 miles 
fromthe Ukrainian border and became 
an international logistics hub after the 
Russians invaded. It is used for the 
delivery of defence and humanitarian 
assistance to Ukraine, with US air 
defence systems providing protection. 
Patriot missiles are positioned on the 
outer perimeter of the runway. Our 
head of security says he has also spotted 
Zelensky' presidential plane. 

We are due to leave for a railway 
station closer still to the border in a 
minibus at 5pm. Before we do, we are 
required to attend a security briefing. 

Itisimportantto understand the risks 
that are part of everyday life for the 
people of Ukraine. We are briefed about 
airraid sirens and thethreat posed ifthe 
Russians scramble their Mig 31 jets 
while we are there. Should we need to 
relocate to a shelter, we will have to 
move fast, now that the Russian fighters 
are armed with hypersonic missiles. “If 
we are in Lviv, we will have four or five 
minutes,” our security chief says. “In 
Kyiv, maybe two minutes.” 

Ittakes about an hour on the minibus 
to reach the railway station at Przemysl 
Glowny. Polish border police meet us 
on the platform to examine our 
passports before telling us to make our 
way to the Ukrainian train. 

We make slow progress at first before 
the train begins to shake, rattle and roll 
its way across Ukraine towards Kyiv; a 
journey of about 400 miles that takes 
more than ll hours. The next morning 
Coe is up bright and early. He has had 
breakfast and is now sitting on his bed, 
listening to the previous evenings US 
presidential debate. 

Political officials, as well as sporting 
leaders, greet us off the train. Nataliya 
Dobrynska, an Olympic heptathlon 
champion and now a member of the 
World Athletics council, is there, as is 
the former triple jump world champion 
Olha Saladukha. She is now a member 
of the Ukrainian parliament and the 
acting president of their national 
athletics federation. She stepped up to 
replace Yevhen Pronin, a lawyer who 
since 2022 has been part of a specialist 
drone team tasked with destroying 
Russian tanks. 

Cars transport us from Kyiv5 central 
station to the city centre. I have not 
been here since footballs Euro 2012. 
The night before the final I watched Sir 
Elton John give a concert to raise 
awareness about HIV and Aids in 
Maidan Nezalezhnosti, Kyiv’s main 
square. He was terrific. 

Today, such gatherings are forbidden 
on safety grounds — fans are not 
allowed to attend sports events. 
Between Covid and the war, athletes 
and footballers have been competing in 
empty stadiums for the best part of five 


. years. On the streets of Ukraine's 


will compete in Paris 


capital people appear to go about their 
daily lives in as normal a fashion as 
possible. But you are struck 
immediately by the predominance of 
women, and by the general absence of 
younger men who arent in uniform. 

We stop briefly at a hotel. Coe has ten 
minutes to freshen up before dashing 
off to meet British embassy officials 
who, I later discover, were seemingly 
unaware of the governments decision 
to back the IOC's weak stance on 
Russian athletes. 

Once Coe has returned, we take a 
short drive to a school that provides 
evidence of the indiscriminate nature 
of the Russian attacks. The Mykhailo 
Boichuk Decorative Applied Arts and 
Design Academy used to boast a sports 
hall that had been a training centre to 
some of Ukraines finest gymnasts, 
Olympians among them. On March 25, 
ten minutes before children were dueto 
start training there, the building was 
destroyed by a Russian rocket strike. 

“It is a miracle there were no 
fatalities,” Valeriy Aleksanyan, the 
director of development for Ukraine's 
national athletics federation, says. 
"There were some injuries but the 
children had not yet arrived." 


*WE ARE DISAPPOINTED, BUT WE 
DON'T FIGHT WITH OUR FISTS’ 

Soon we are heading towards the 
presidential office for Coes meeting 
with Zelensky. It is Constitution Day in 
Ukraine and waiting for us at the outer 
checkpoint is Matviy Bidnyi, the sports 
minister and a former wrestler who 


would easily pass for a member of 
Zelensky' personal security detail. 
We are now walking in the empty 


streets that surround the main 
government buildings. They are 
heavily guarded, with troops on the 
ground, cameras on every corner and 
snipers on the rooftops. But this 
perimeter has been extended to include 
an area that is made up of people's 
homes, shops and coffee bars, even a 
tailor. Those who have chosen to stay 
areallowedto continue with their lives. 

Only when we reach a second 
checkpoint, at the entrance to 
Zelensky’s office building, are we told 
that we can go no further. Coe and two 
members of his staff are allowed 
through. The meeting will be recorded 
bythepresident's personal media team. 

Beyond those metal gates the 
security risesto another level, given the 
attempts that have already been made 
on Zelensky’s life. There is a wall of 
bulletproof glass. The corridor to the 
main lift is lined with soldiers and 
sandbags. 

Inside, Zelensky greets Coe warmly. 
Hehasa meeting with the Polish foreign 
ministry at 3pm, but the president has 
set aside the best part of an hour for the 
one Olympic sports leader who has 
given Ukraine his full support. 

"I'm aware of the position you have 
taken and I am very grateful," he tells 
Coe. He talks about the importance of 
sport, and the moments of celebration 
it can provide. "Sport brings people 
together," he adds. 

Coe is humbled by his audience with 
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I remain neutral after that” 


the president. “It was his meeting and I 
was conscious, you know, I certainly 
didn't want to overstay my welcome," 
he says afterwards. "But I think it was 
important that we met. It wasnt the 
principal reason for being here. At the 
World Championships in Budapest last 
summer, I promised the Ukrainian 
athletes that I would visit them. 

“But the president appreciates that 
we have taken the strongest position 
possible and I think, even for someone 
like him, it is important that they know 
that people are supporting them.” 

Coe told Zelensky his organisation 
would continue to provide financial 
support to athletes and coaches 
through its Ukraine Fund but he also 
shared plans for a new initiative, aimed 
at talented young athletes. 

“He was really engaged by that,” Coe, 
who extended an invitation to Zelensky 
toattend the Olympics, says. "You can't 
begin to think you understand what 
these athletes are going through. It's 
inconceivable. 

"That age, from say 18 to 22, is already 
theperiod ofthe greatest attrition in our 
sport. But here, when more than 500 
sports facilities have been destroyed, 
when coaches are being called to the 
front, weneedto help where we can. We 
are speaking with the federation here 
about identifying the talent and 
supporting them, and I could see that 
President Zelensky was moved by that." 

After the meeting, Bidnyi speaks 
passionately about Coes visit. “We are 
very grateful to Seb, for his support of 
Ukraine and their [World Athletics’s] 


strong position,” he says. “We are very 
grateful that in wartime he will come to 
our Ukrainian athletic championship. 
To have a big sport leader, a world sport 
leader, is very important to us.” 

Task him about the fact that so many 
other sports chose not to stand with 
World Athletics on the issue of Russian 
participation, and the support the 
British government secretly provided 
to the IOC. 

“Of course we are disappointed by it,” 
he says. “But we don't fight with our fists 
on this. We are a civil country. You 
hoped that World Athletics had laid the 
ground but it is for others to follow. 

“Of course, our position is that there 
should be absolutely no tolerance to the 
athletes who are from Russia and 
Belarus. They all should feel the 
consequences of their actions, for the 
crimes being committed.” 

Bidnyi agrees with Coe that more 
people should come to Ukraine, to 
better appreciate the gravity of their 
decisions. “I think so, yes,” he says. “The 
world should understand what has 
happened here, and that it’s not far 
from them. Only a few hours’ flight and 
you are in the centre of a battlefield. 

“You know more than 3,000 of our 
athletes and trainers go as volunteers 
on the first day of this war. Almost 500 
have been killed. It’s a big sacrifice and 
our athletes understand it. It is very 
challenging for them but it’s why it is 
important that they go to the 
Olympics, as ambassadors. They 
should all tell their own story to the 
world.” 


Left, Coe met Zelensky 

after witnessing first hand 
the devastation caused by 
the war in Ukraine, below. 
Right, Matt Lawton meets 


Dem’yanyuk, who in the 
2008 and 2012 Olympics 
competed in the high 
jump, above, but is now 
serving as an anti-aircraft 
machine gun operator 


‘OLYMPICS SHOULD STAND FOR 
PEACE - IT’S NO PLACE FOR PUTIN'S 
PROPAGANDA' 

Another overnight train takes us back 
to Lviv, for a national athletics 
championships being staged at a 
picturesque but empty stadium. 

Just as we arrive, the sound of an air 
raid siren fills the air. A Mig 31 has just 
taken off in Russia. We are informed as 
to the location of the shelter but at this 
stageitis not deemed necessary to head 
there. Instead we press on. Coe has a 


This is not about closing 
the door on athletes.. it's 
about solidarity 


meeting with the athletes that turns 
into a fascinating question and answer 
session. 

You can see how genuinely moved 
they are that he is here. Some become 
emotional, some simply cant stop 
smiling. Coe praises them for their 
remarkable resilience. 

Seated to Coe’s right is a very tall man 
in uniform. His name is Dmytro 
Dem’yanyuk and he competed in the 
high jump at the 2008 Beijing and 2012 
London Olympic Games. Now, 
however, he is a 4l-year-old anti- 
aircraft machine gun operator on the 
front line, having chosen to leave his job 
as an athletics event promoter on the 
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day the Russians invaded. He is back 
homein Lviv because he has been given 
ten days leave for the arrival of his first 
child. Three days earlier, his wife 
Orysia — a former international 
middle-distancerunner — gave birth to 
a daughter, Melania. 

Last September, Orysias brother, 
Yuriy Mochuiskiy, was killed in action. 
"He was also a runner," Dmytro says. 

How are mum and daughter? 
“Beautiful,” he says. “My first child. Iam 
very happy to have ten days off.” 

Then, however, he will return to the 
front line. He says that becoming a 
father “changes things” with regard to 
his involvement in the war. 

“Yes, it is difficult,” he says. “I am 
scared but it’s life here in Ukraine. It is 
my choice.” 

Viktoriya Tkachuk and Anna 
Ryzhykova are at the championships 
but they have already qualified for Paris 
in the 400m hurdles. Both made the 
Olympic final in Tokyo. 

Viktoriya is 29. Her brother, Ivan, is 31 
and also fighting on the front line. “He 
was going to the army in the first days 
when the war started,” she says. “So all 
these years, months, he’s there. I was 
lucky to see him when he had a 
vacation in February. We spent some 
time together.” 

She starts to cry as she describes the 
last time she saw him. She had to leave 
on a train for an overseas training 
camp. Ivan took her to the station. 

“Tt was a really hard time for me 
because I was sitting in the train and I 
was going outside of Ukraine,” she says. 


“And he was waiting when my train will 
go. And I was looking at him through 
the window. I wasn't sure that I will see 
him again. We used to fight as kids, but 
our parents always told us that we are 
the closest people to each other. It’s 
true.” 

Anna has been among the most vocal 
athletes in her opposition to Russians 
and Belarusians taking part in Paris. 
She sits on the World Athletics athletes’ 
commission and has spoken in the past 
about how her preparation for the 2022 
World Championships was disrupted 
by her coach decision to join the fight 
against Russia. 

She also describes how hard life can 
be here for these athletes. Anna lives 
and trains in Dnipro. On Friday, reports 
said that a missile attack had left one 
dead and 12 injured in the city. 

She lives with the sound of air raid 
sirens and missiles and rockets flying 
overhead. If a siren goes off during a 
training session, she has to leave the 
track for a shelter. 

“Tt can be hard to train,” she says. “In 
Dnipro we have at least 12 air raid sirens 
per day. Sometimes I have to stop to go 
to a safe place.” 

Whensheleaves Ukrainefortraining 
camps, her husband and her parents 
remain behind; a constant source of 
concern. 

She strongly disagrees with the 
decision to allow Russians to compete 
in Paris under a neutral banner. "They 
shouldnt bring their propaganda 
because the Olympics is for peace, for 
good,” she says. "The neutral thing 
sucks. Because you can't check their 
neutrality. Real neutrality is if they 
leave their country and tell us that 
they're against the war. Maybe only in 
these cases. 

"Because they're still watching on 
TV, they still believe in that 
propaganda, and they still have this 
imperialisticthoughtthattheir country 
rules the world. If their athletes are 
successful he [Putin] will use it. It will be 
hard to even be in the same Olympic 
village as them." 


REMEMBERING THE 479 FALLEN 
ATHLETES 

A break in the athletics provides an 
opportunity to take a short stroll to 
Marsove Pole, a huge, ever-expanding 
cemetery for the people of Lviv killed in 
this war. Among those laid to rest are 
some of the 479 professional athletes 
who have died. 

A coach, Oleksandr Palamarchuk, 
takes out his phone to show me a 
picture of the same site shortly before 
February 2022. It was an empty field. 

When the invasion happened, the 
Russian tanks advanced to within a few 
kilometres of Oleksandrs home. “I 
thought it was a thunderstorm,” he says. 
“But then my wife and I turned on the 
news and we realised it was the noise of 
bombs, shells.” 

Ukraine initially responded by 
arming those who lived closest to the 
Russian forces. “For the first month I 
had a Kalashnikov rifle and hand 
grenades in my house,” Oleksandr says. 
“We would have to patrol the streets.” 

He has now returned his weapons 
and is focused on preparing his athletes, 
some of whom may be in Paris. 

Dmytro is among those who will not 
be there, of course. He will rejoin the 
war but before we leave Lviv he invites 
Coe to the annual indoor high jump 
meeting he still plans to host here in 
January. It is held in honour of his 
father, Oleksiy, himself a former 
Olympic high jumper. 

Coe gratefully accepts. He says he 
remembers Dmytro competing; his 
father, too. He can only hope that he 
sees Dmytro again. 
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‘It’s like a dream’ - Osakas 
return a big hit with crowd 


Naomi Osaka (Japan) 
i Parry (Fra) 


Rick Broadbent 


You would need a stony heart, a flatlin- 
ing pulse and a hard-boiled aversion to 
romantic yarns not to enjoy the return 
of Naomi Osaka. Four times a grand- 
slam champion and five years since she 
last appeared at Wimbledon, she cap- 
tured the national zeitgeist by deliver- 
ing another sort of sporting comeback. 
“Tt feels like a dream,” she said after 
the 6-1, 1-6, 6-4 victory over Diane 
Parry in only her fifth victory at 
Wimbledon. Shethen thanked a manin 
the crowd for repeatedly telling her that 
she was playing well, even when the 
evidence was contradictory. “I'm a little 
bit of a downer on myself,” she said. “I 
wish I could say I enjoyed it all the time 
but my heart was racing a lot. I think 
these are the sort of matches you have 
to play to ease into the tournament.” 
For those new to Osakas story, it has 
been an odyssey involving the highs of 
her Australian and US Open titles and 
the lows of deep depression and debili- 
tating injury. It has been a stop-start 
career, but at the start of this year she 
returned from a l4-month absence, 
during which she had become a mother 


Osaka signs autographs after defeating Parry, who is ranked 60 spots above her 


to Shai. She is now the world No 113 and 
has not been past the second round at a 
grand slam for more than two years. 
She has not made a final since 2021 and 
Wimbledon had not even hosted her 
since she went out in the first round in 
2019. This was a rare occasion, then, 
and as anyone with a basic grasp of 
British sporting tradition knows, the 
return of old greats, albeit ones who are 
only 26, hits the sweet spot. 


Parry, a Frenchwoman with an ele- 
gant one-handed backhand, is ranked 
60 spots above Osaka, but it did not 
appear as if that would count for much 
at first. Osaka took a few games to 
warm up and was then finding lines, an- 
gles and power of yore. The set passed 
in a 22-minute flash, and Wimbledon 
felt it was on the cusp of seeing her 
notch her first win in SWI9 since 2018. 
And then it all fell apart. The sun went 


in, the shots went out and the shoulder 
slumped. Parry helped herself to a 6-1 
riposte. Onto the decider and, sensing a 
capitulation, the crowd got involved. 
“It’s not the most natural thing for me 
to do,” she said of trying to stay positive 
and even the G&Ts and sympathy 
could not prevent the stream of errors. 
"You've got this," Osaka’s corner shout- 
ed, but they did not sound entirely con- 
vinced. In a duel of high inconsistency, 
she was broken in the first game of the 
decider. Then she pulled off a flashing 
cross-court return winner and we were 
level. Within no time she was then 0-40 
down on serve. Another break. No 
matter, she got it back and it was soon 
3-3. It was sport bereft of any rhythm. 
She squandered game points at 4-4 
but was saved by her serve. Then she 
tossed in a double fault. And an ace. A 
wrong-footing drive. Ditto. One game 
away. Parry, who had made the semi-fi- 
nal the last time Osaka was here, then 
crumbled and was broken for the last 
time after three double faults. Osaka, 
who will celebrate her daughter’s first 
birthday on Tuesday, said she feels she 


game are better,” she saii 

put the pieces together.” And as assort- 
ed footballers from these parts could 
tell her, it’s all about the winning right? 
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Golf helps 
Alcaraz get 
in the swing 
before win 


Carlos Alcaraz (Spa, 3) 
Mark Lajal (Est) 


Stuart Fraser Tennis Correspondent 


The night before Carlos Alcaraz 
opened play on Centre Court as the 
reigning champion, he could be found 
just up the hill from the All England 
Club on the fairways of Royal Wimble- 
don Golf Club. With a few butterflies in 
the stomach before his first match here, 


his way of diverting his mind away from 
tennis was to take some swings of a dif- 
ferent sort. 

“Ttnever goes straight,” Alcarazjoked 
when this correspondent, in the groupa 
few holes behind, mentioned that he 
had been spotted searching for his ball 
in the rough at one point. To be fair, his 
drive off the first tee looked perfectly 
straight in a rhythmic display of the 
transferable hand-eye co-ordination 
skills between the two sports. 

Inallseriousness, it was quite insight- 
ful to see Alcaraz on the golf course 18 
hours before he was due to take to the 
tennis court. Rather than remaining at 
his rented accommodation all evening 
to stew over his game plan for the next 
day, the 21-year-old and his coach, Juan 
Carlos Ferrero, felt it best to try to do 
something that would prevent the 
nerves from becoming more intense. 

“Every time that I try to go to play 
golf, it is something that helps me a lot 
to turn off my mind a little bit, not to 
think about the match the day before,” 


the No3 seed from Spain said. “Just 
being around the atmosphere that golf 
brings you, I think it’s a beautiful one.” 

Indeed it did work in his favour. Alca- 
raz overcame some early jitters and a 
stiff challenge from the unheralded Es- 
tonian qualifier Mark Lajal to make a 
successful start in the defence of his 
title, prevailing 7-6 (7-3), 7-5, 6-2 in 
two hours and 20 minutes. 

Often these early matches can 
be an uneventful procession, but 
Lajal impressed the crowd with 
skills well beyond his present 
world ranking of No269. The 21- 
year-old only made his first ap- 
pearance on grass at last 
month’s second-tier Sur- 


> 
es 
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in her first Wimbledon appearance 
in five years Osaka showed enough 
flashes of brilliance to defeat the 
Frenchwoman Parry in three sets 


break up in each of the first and second 
sets, more to do with his own high level 
rather than any struggles in the Alcaraz 
game. Stamping home his advantage 
was an issue, though, as Alcaraz quickly 
fought back to prevent a spot of trouble 
turning into a full-blown scare. 
“I was a little bit surprised by his 
level,” Alcaraz said. “I think he 
played great. This level is not for 
his ranking. I’m sure if he is still 
playing at this level, hes going to 
W increase his ranking and every- 
thing.” 
Lajal also caught attention with 
his unique hairstyle, which was 
reminiscent of the top of a 
pineapple in the way it was 


biton Challenger before A V tied up. It was not to every- 
coming through three si : ones liking. “I hope that La- 
matches in Wimble- (C jal’s coach knows more about 


dons qualifying draw M 
last week. Lajal was a EA 
Alcaraz recovered from 


early breaks in two sets i 


Yesterday's results 


SS 


- 
X. 


Today's order of play 


tennis than his hairdresser 

knows about cutting hair,” 

John McEnroe, the three- 

- 7 4 times champion, said during 
| his commentary. 
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Sport 


Your guide 
to day two 


Elgan Alderman 


Match of the day 


Katie Boulter (GB, 32) 
v Tatjana Maria 
(Ger) The second 
match on No3 
Court has intrigue 
on both sides. Maria, 
the 36-year-old € i 
mother of two, was one of 
the stories of the 2022 championships. 
She knocked out three seeds en route 
to the semi-finals, where she lost to Ons 
Jabeur. That is comfortably the best 
grand-slam result of her career. A run to 
the final in Surbiton means she has 
experienced success on grass this 
summer. On paper Boulter, inset, is the 
favourite, given her ranking and form, 
with the tag of seed for the first time. 


Brit watch 


It is a British bonanza of opportunity 
on day two, when 12 players take to 
the courts. Providing he has deemed 
himself fit to play in the men's singles, 
Andy Murray will take his usual evening 
slot on Centre Court, against Tomas 
Machac of the Czech Republic. 

The British No1 Jack Draper is up 
against Elias Yner on No2 Court, 
while for wild-card fun, No15 Court 
is the place to be: Billy Harris is up 
first against Spain's Jaume Munar, 
followed by Henry Searle's and 
Francesca Jones's matches. 


Seed in danger 


Ajla Tomljanovic (Aus) v Jelena 
Ostapenko (13, Lat) Think of Ajla 
Tomljanovic at Wimbledon and what 
comes to mind is that she beat the 
mercurial Jelena Ostapenko and Emma 
Raducanu in 2021 (when the fairly 
unknown teenager retired because of 
dizziness and breathing difficulties). 
The Australian went on to reach the 
quarter-finals, matching that feat 

12 months later. She has missed a lot 
of tennis recently because of injury, 
illness and surgery to remove uterine 
fibroids, but she remains a threat, 
reaching the final at Birmingham last 
month, then withdrawing from 
Eastbourne because of fatigue. 


Today's weather 
Cloudy with a 10 per cent 


CCS chance of rain and highs 


Ó of 19C 


Seeds in brackets 

British players in blue 

Singles first round: Men 

(10) G Dimitrov (Bub bt D Lajovic (Ser) 
6-3, 6-4, 7-5; D Shapovalov (Can) bt (19) 
N Jarry (Chile) 6-1, 7-5, 6-4; Shang 
Juncheng (China) bt C Garín (Chile) 7-5, 
6-4, 6-4; F Fognini (It) bt L van Assche 
(Fr) 6-1, 6-3, 7-5; J-L Struff (Ger) bt 

F Marozsan (Hun) 6-4, 6-7 (4-7), 6-2, 6-3; 
B Coric (Cro) bt F Meligeni Alves (Br) 
6:3, 7-6 (7-2), 6-3; (8) C Ruud (Nor) bt 

A Bolt (Aus) 7-6 (7-2), 6-4, 6-4; (29) 

F Tiafoe (US) bt M Arnaldi (It) 6-7 (5-7), 
2-6, 6-1, 6-3, 6-3; (32) Zhang Zhizhen 
(China) bt M Janvier (Fr) 7-6 (7-4), 6-3, 
6-2; B Nakashima (US) bt (18) S Baez 
(Arg) 6-2, 6-3, 6-4; (5) D Medvedev 
(Russ) bt A Kovacevic (US) 6-3, 6-4, 6-2; 
S Wawrinka (Switz) bt C Broom (GB) 
6-3, 7-5, 6-4; J Thompson (Aus) bt 

P Kotov (Russ) 5-7, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4, 6-4; 

M Berrettini (ID bt M Fucsovics (Hun) 
7-6 (7-3), 6-2, 3-6, 6-1; A Müller (Fr) bt 

H Gaston (Fr) 6-4, 7-6 (7-2), 7-6 (7-5); (3) 
C Alcaraz (Sp) bt M Lajal (Est) 7-6 (7-3), 
7-5, 6-2; G Monfils (Fr) bt (22) 

A Mannarino (Fr) 6-4, 3-6, 7-5, 6-4; 

D Altmaier (Ger) bt A Fery (GB) 4-6, 7-6 
(8-6), 1-6, 6-3, 6-1; L Harris (SA) bt 

A Michelsen (US) 3-6, 4-6, 7-6 (7-5), 6-2, 
7-6 (11-9); (16) U Humbert (Fr) bt 


A Shevchenko (Russ) 6-1, 4-6, 7-6 (7-2), 
6-7 (3-7), 6-1; B Van de Zandschulp 
(Neth) bt L Broady (GB) 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, 
6-2; (23) A Bublik (Kaz) bt J Mensik (Cz) 
4-6, 6-7 (2-7), 6-4, 6-4, 6-2; R Bautista 
Agut (Sp) bt M Marterer (Ger) 6-3, 6-1, 
6-4; A Vukic (Aus) bt S Ofner (Austria) 
6-7 (9-11), 6-4, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (10-8); 

A Cazaux (Fr) bt Z Bergs (Bel) 6-1, 6-4, 
6-7 (2-7), 6-7 (4-7), 7-6 (10-8); L Sonego 


(ID bt (3D M Navone (Arg) 6-4, 7-6 (7-2), 


6-4; (27) T Griekspoor (Neth) bt D Elahi 
Galan (Col) 7-6 (7-3), 6-3, 6-4; 

O Virtanen (Fin) bt M Purcell (Aus) 6-3, 
6-2, 6-2; (12) T Paul (US) bt P Martinez 
(Sp) 6-2, 6-1, 4-6, 6-3; (1) J Sinner (It) bt 
Y Hanfmann (Ger) 6-3, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3; 

M Kecmanovic (Ser) bt S Nagal (India) 
6-2, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4; M Bellucci (It) leads 
(14) B Shelton (US) 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 
Women 

V Gracheva (Russ) bt L Tsurenko (Ukr) 
6-3, 6-1; (9) M Sakkari (Gr) bt M Kessler 
(US) 6-3, 6-1; Lin Zhu (China) bt 

I-C Begu (Rom) 6-0, 6-4; (25) 

A Pavlyuchenkova (Russ) bt 

T Townsend (US) 7-6 (7-4), 6-1; (28) 

D Yastremska (Ukr) bt N Podoroska 
(Arg) 6-1, 7-6 (7-1); G Minnen (Bel) bt 

H Watson (GB) 7-5, 6-4; A Todoni 
(Rom) bt O Danilovic (Ser) 7-5, 6-1; (8) 
M Kostyuk (Ukr) bt R Sramkova (Slova) 


63, 62; (14) D Kasatkina (Russ) bt 
Zhang Shuai (China) 6-3, 6-0; A Rus 
(Neth) bt Yuan Yue (China) 6-2, 6-3; 

E Mertens (Bel) bt N Hibino (Japan) 2-6, 
6-2, 6-4; (7) J Paolini (It) bt S Sorribes 
Tormo (Sp) 7-5, 6-3; C Burel (Fr) bt E Lys 
(Ger) 6-2, 6-4; Wang Yafan (China) bt 
A-K Schmiedlova (Slova) 6-0, 3-6, 6-4; 
N Osaka (Japan) bt D Parry (Fr) 6-1, 1-6, 
6-4; D Saville (Aus) bt P Stearns (US) 
6-4, 6-2; D Shnaider (Russ) bt Karolina 
Pliskova (Cz) 4-6, 6-4, 7-5; (12) M Keys 
(US) bt M Trevisan (It) 6-4, 7-6 (7-4); 

L Sun (NZ) bt (8) Zheng Qinwen (China) 
4-6, 6-2, 6-4; D Vekic (Cro) bt Wang 
Xiyu (China) 3-6, 6-3, 6-4; E Raducanu 
(GB) bt R Zarazua (Mex) 7-6 (7-0), 6-3; 
S Stephens (US) bt E Jacquemot (Fr) 
6-3, 6-3; Y Miyazaki (GB) bt 

T Korpatsch (Ger) 6-2, 6-1; E Andreeva 
(Russ) bt E Bektas (US) 7-6 (7-5), 3-6, 
6-3; Y Starodubtseva (Ukr) bt A van 
Uytvanck (Bel) 6-4, 6-3; (19) E Navarro 
(US) bt Wang Qiang (China) 6-0, 6-2; 
(2) C Gauff (US) bt C Dolehide (US) 6-1, 
6-2; B Andreescu (Can) bt J Cristian 
(Rom) 6-4, 6-2; S Kartal (GB) bt (29) 

S Cirstea (Rom) 3-6, 6-2, 6-0; P Badosa 
(Sp) bt K Muchova (Cz) 6-3, 6-2; (26) 

L Noskova (Cz) bt S Errani (It) 7-6 (7-3), 
6-1; B Fruhvirtova (Cz) bt (24) 

M Andreeva (Russ) 1-6, 6-3, 6-2. 


Tlam start unless stated 

Seeds in brackets 

British players in blue 

Centre Court (1.30pm): J Bouzas 
Maneiro (Sp) v (6) M Vondrousova 
(Cz); V Kopriva (Cz) v (2) N Djokovic 
(Ser); A Murray (GB) v T Machac (Cz). 
No 1 Court (1pm): (4) E Rybakina 
(Kaz) v E Ruse (Rom); R Carballés 
Baena (Sp) v (4) A Zverev (Ger); 

(1) | Swiatek (Pol) v S Kenin (US). 

No 2 Court A Krueger (US) v 

(5) J Pegula (US); (6) A Rublev (Russ) 
v F Comesana (Arg); (28) J Draper 
(GB) v E Ymer (Swe); (10) O Jabeur 
(Tun) v M Uchijima (Japan). 

No 3 Court (7) H Hurkacz (Pol) v 

R Albot (Mol); (32) K Boulter (GB) v 

T Maria (Ger); C Norrie (GB) v F Díaz 
Acosta (Arg); (11) D Collins (US) v 

C Tauson (Den). 

No 4 Court (30) T Etcheverry (Arg) v 
L Nardi (It); R Masarova (Sp) v (15) 

L Samsonova (Russ); R Safiullin Russ) 
v Q6) F Ceründolo (Arg); M Lourdes 
Carle (Arg) v K Volynets (US). 

No 5 Court C Bucsa (Sp) v A Bogdan 
(Rom); A Kalinina (Ukr) v EAvanesyan 


(Russ); E Ruusuvuori (Fin) v 

M McDonald (US); Q Halys (FD v 

C Eubanks (US). 

No 6 Court Y Nishioka (Japan) v 

N Borges (Por); B Pera (US) v 

A Potapova (Russ); K Nishikori 
(Japan) v A Rinderknech (Fr). 

No 7 Court C Lestienne (Fr) v (25) 

L Musetti (It); A Fils (Fr) v D Stricker 
(Switz); O Dodin (Fr) v D Snigur (Ukr). 
No 8 Court L Siegemund (Ger) v 

K Baindl (Ukr); J Fearnley (GB) v 

A Moro Cañas (Sp); M Sherif (Egy) v 
D Galfi (Hun); V Golubic (Switz) v 

J Niemeier (Ger). 

No 9 Court A Popyrin (Aus) v 

T Monteiro (Br; M Bouzkova (Cz) v 

J Riera (Arg); F Cobolli (It) v R Hijikata 
(Aus); C Osorio (Col) v L Davis (US). 
No 11 Court Wang Xinyu (China) v 
Tomova (Bul); F Coria (Arg) v 

A Walton (Aus); R Montgomery (US) v 
O Gadecki (Aus); L Pouille (Fr) v 

L Djere (Ser). 

No 12 Court J Duckworth (Aus) v 

(9) A de Minaur (Aus); A Tomljanovic 
(Aus) v (13) J Ostapenko (Lat); 

Y Putintseva (Kaz) v A Kerber (Ger); 
D Evans (GB) v (24) A Tabilo (Chile). 


No 14 Court P Jubb (GB) v T Seyboth 
Wild (Br); (23) C Garcia (Fr) v 

A Blinkova (Russ); A Karatsev (Russ) 
v (21) K Khachanov (Russ); M Frech 
(Pol) v (20) B Haddad Maia (Br). 


No 15 Court J Munar (Sp) v B Harris 
(GB); (17) A Kalinskaya (Russ) v 

P Udvardy (Hun); H Searle (GB) v 

M Giron (US); F Jones (GB) v P Martic 
(Cro). 


No 16 Court (20) S Korda (US) v 

G Mpetshi Perricard (Fr); (15) H Rune 
(Den) v Kwon Soon-woo (S Kor); 

C Wozniacki (Den) v A Parks (US); 
(31) B Krejcikova (Cz) v 

V Kudermetova (Russ). 


No 17 Court L Darderi (It) v 

J Choinski (GB); L Bronzetti (It) v (30) 
L Fernandez (Can); M Stakusic (Can) 
v (27) K Siniakova (Cz); (17) F Auger- 
Aliassime (Can) v T Kokkinakis (Aus). 


No 18 Court H Dart (GB) v 

Bai Zhuoxuan (China); to finish: 

M Bellucci (It) v (14) B Shelton (US) 
6-4, 3-6, 6-3; T Daniel (Japan) v 

(1D S Tsitsipas (Gr); (13) T Fritz (US) v 
C O'Connell (Aus); M Linette (Pol) v 
(21) E Svitolina (Ukr). 
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Raducanu made to fight for 


Emma Raducanu (GB) 


Renata Zarazua (Mex) 


Alyson Rudd 


In spite of the jibes about her 
upside-down, back-to-front career, 
Emma Raducanu is still beloved by the 
Wimbledon crowd. This was not an 
easy watch, but those courtside did not 
let it show if they were jittery or occa- 
sionally dismayed, and played their 
part in encouraging the former US 
Open champion to a straight-sets first- 
round victory on Centre Court. 

Raducanu drew parallels with her 
own performance and the manner in 
which the England football team have 
pushed through to the quarter-finals of 
the Euros. 

“Tt doesn't need to be beautiful, it 
doesn't need to be perfect,” she said and 
indeed, this win was more about resil- 
jence than artistry. 

It had been a slight worry that Radu- 
canu would be facing Ekaterina Alex- 
androva, the No22 seed, but she with- 
drew due to illness, leaving the British 
competitor to deal with Renata Zaraz- 
úa, the world No98 from Mexico. On 
the one hand, Zarazüa was a very lucky 
loser to find herself on Centre Court, 
but also rather unlucky to have to han- 
dle the partisan crowd. 

Raducanu was supposed to have 


How Brits fared yesterday 


Winners 

Emma Raducanu beat Renata 
Zarazua (Mex) 7-6 (7-0), 6-3 
Yuriko Miyazaki beat Tamara 
Korpatsch (Ger) 6-2, 6-1 

Sonay Kartal beat Sorana Cirstea 
(Rom) 3-6, 6-2, 6-0 


Losers 

Liam Broady lost to Botic van de 
Zandschulp (Neth) 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2 
Charles Broom lost to Stan 
Wawrinka (Switz) 6-3, 7-5, 6-4 
Arthur Fery lost to Daniel Altmaier 
(Ger) 4-6, 7-6 (8-6), 1-6, 6-3, 6-1 
Heather Watson lost to Greet 
Minnen (Bel) 7-5, 6-4 


avoided a first-round banana skin, but 
instead came up against an upended 
bowl of jelly and ice cream and an 
opponent just as slippery as the one she 
had evaded. Zarazua, whose great-un- 
cle represented Mexico at the Olym- 
pics in tennis, produced plenty 

of effective drop shots and the .— 
occasional beautiful lob and 
coped admirably with her 4 
sudden burst of stardom. 

Draped ina purple towel 
after her 7-6 (7-0), 6-3 vic- 
tory, Raducanu accepted on 
court it was “an incredibly 
difficult match" But you 
could tell those listening 
wanted to put the long 
and arduous rallies be- 
hind them and instead 
dream of British glory 
to come. 

“I think that each | 
match I win should be 
celebrated alot,” Ra- 
ducanu said, and 
the crowd were 
definitely on mes- 
sage. 

The 


perform- 


Zarazüa showed 
her class with a 
series of drop 


shots and some | D 
effective lobs h P yo 


ance was the very opposite of what we 
thought we would see from Raducanu 
in SWI9. There were hints that we 
might be treated to the scintillating ten- 
nis of 2021 down in Eastbourne last 
week when, in her matches against Jes- 
sica Pegula and Sloane Stephens, Ra- 
ducanu produced the sort of variety 
and confidence that had made us sit up 
and take notice at Wimbledon three 
years ago and declare her the real deal. 

Wethought she had found her love of 
grass again and would bathe in the ado- 
ration. Instead, she struggled in the first 
set to deal with an opponent who fre- 
quently hit the lines and seemed, until 
the tie-break, to be entirely free of 
nerves on her show-court debut. 
Raducanu gradually understood that 
she would need to tap into her reserves 
of exposure to the spotlight, to be 
patient in the long rallies and choose 
her moments to punch home a winner 
to overcome an opponent she had no 
idea she would be facing until a few 
hours previously. 

We are still quite a way from the ver- 
sion of Raducanu that burst on to the 
world stage via a wild card in 2021 with 
the freedom of movement and mental 
agility that comes with having no 
weight of expectation. On the other 
hand, this encounter forced the 21- 
year-old to concentrate and be aggres- 
sive. Yes, the naysayers laugh at how 
her grand-slam title came too soon, but 
in winning it and then losing form 
Raducanu has learnt a good deal. Per- 
haps this is the tournament where all 
the turbulence becomes useful and we 
see Raducanu with harder edges and a 
desire to reach the heights once more. 

The first set was desperately hard to 
calland wenttoatie-break in which Zar- 
azua, 26, crumpled and Raducanu found 
aspurt of aggression to take it 7-0. Noth- 
ing that had gone before indicated the 
British competitor would find such 
rhythm and self-confidence, and we 
were all left wondering if it was 
sustainable or if we were daft to even 
think it could be. But she held serve at 
the start of the second and looked a tad 
more comfortable as her opponent be- 
came more inconsistent, albeit putting 
up a sterling fight when on the brink. 
Only at the very end did Raducanu find 
away toscurry tothe net to find a winner 
off one of Zarazuas many drop shots. 

The Mexican found out at 10.30am 
on Monday that she would be facing 
Raducanu and she admitted to “shak- 
ing a bit” as she entered Centre Court, 
so it is all the more impressive that she 
was able to think on her feet and intro- 
duce more drop shots than she would 
usually because she knew they are 

harder to reach on grass. 

The life of a lucky loser is necessa- 
rily unpredictable. Zarazáa, who 
; prefers clay, lost her third-round 
qualification match on Thursday at 


~~ Roehampton and was put on a list 


comprising those who almost made 
it and allowed to stay in her central 
London hotel. 
s. Her world 
y ranking 
m = meant 
< she was 
higher up 
the list than some, and 
so her coach flew out from 
Buenos Aires on Sunday just in 
case. Her preparation involved 
time on the All England practice 


7. courts and half an hour on one of 


the outside courts, but nothing that 
could quite prepare her for the big 
stage. 
Next up for Raducanu is Elise 
Mertens, the Belgian ranked 33 in 
the world, and possibly a less un- 
predictable and nerve-shred- 


» ding affair. 


Despite some long and draining rallies Raducanu was clinical in both overcoming a break of serve and converting two of 


No wild card, no problem for Kartal 


Elgan Alderman 


Atwentysomething with a story rooted 
in the southeast of London was always 
going to be big news on day one at 
Wimbledon. There ended up being two 
of them. Sonay Kartal, the world 
No298 who came through qualifying 
to reach the main draw, knocked out 
Sorana Cirstea, the No29 seed, in 
stunning fashion. Who needs wild 
cards when you can't lose? 

Kartal, who was born in Sidcup, is 13 
months older than Emma Raducanu, 
who grew up in Bromley, and the two 
often competed as juniors. When 
Raducanu won the US Open three 
years ago, clips of Kartal opposing her 
aged nine (dubbed an “insane rally" by 
one uploader) did the rounds on social 
media. Though the footage was used as 
evidence of Raducanu’s precocious- 
ness, Kartal won the point. ^I was going 
to tournaments and coaches from all 
over the world were saying, 'Oh, you're 
the girl that's in the video, aren't you?” 
Kartal said in 2022. 

The 22-year-old had never beaten a 


top-100 player until Thursday (and 
even then, Erika Andreeva was No 99). 
Atevery stage of her qualifying journey 
she was the outsider, overcoming Suzan 
Lamens and Sijia Wei before dominat- 
ing Andreeva 6-3, 6-1. She looked to 
have played herself into a brick wall 
when she lost the opener to Cirstea 6-3, 
but thereafter she rediscovered what 
she showed four days earlier, taking the 
finaltwo sets 6-2,6-0. Long regarded as 
a player of promise, this breakthrough 
has come in a year of injuries that 
limited Kartal to two tournaments 
between September and April. 

This year Kartal did not get a wild 
card — all eight mens £60,000 invita- 
tions went to Britons, but half of the 
womens went to Angelique Kerber, 
Naomi Osaka, Ajla Tomljanovic and 
Caroline Wozniacki — and it has 
spurred her on to her greatest success. 

“I don't think I deserve [a wild card] 
this year,” she said before her match. 
"Having to earn my spot I think makes 
it a little bit better for me.” Kartal will 
face Clara Burel, the world No 45 from 
France, in the second round. 


Yuriko Miyazaki had earlier cashed 
in her wild card with a commanding 
6-2, 6-1 win over Tamara Korpatsch. 
The 28-year-old had never previously 
won a match at these championships. 
This was her second win ata grand slam 
after qualifying for last years US Open 
and beating Margarita Betova. 

Miyazaki had not shown much form 
on grass, winning once in four outings. 
That will not matter now that she has 
triumphed on a court at the All En- 
gland Club, the world No148 dismant- 
ling the world No73. Her opponent in 
the second round is Daria Kasatkina. 

Heather Watson lost in straight sets 
against Greet Minnen, her doubles 
partner, an eighth first-round defeat for 
the elder stateswoman of the British 
game. Liam Broady reached the third 
round at the past two editions but he 
succumbed to a 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2 defeat 
by Botic van de Zandschulp on No12 
Court. 

Charles Broom and Arthur Fery can 
compare melancholy when they team 
up for the doubles after losing to Daniel 
Altmaier and Stan Wawrinka. 
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victory in slip 
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her own three break points, in addition to playing a perfect tie-break in the first set in which she did not lose a single point 


Prodigies first 
battle heralds 
a bright and 
brutal future 


Brenda Fruhvirtova (Cze) | 1 | 6 | 6 
Mirra Andreeva (Russ) 6 | 3 | 2 
Tom Kershaw 
Tears, timeouts, and not least some 


magnificent tennis. A teenage battle for 
the ages offered a rich glimpse into the 
future, along with a harsh reminder of 
the reality of elite sport, as Brenda 
Fruhvirtova produced a brilliant come- 
back to defeat Mirra Andreeva 1-6, 6-3, 
6-2. 

Only 27 days separate the 17-year-old 
prodigies, who are bonded by a rare 
talent and driven by a mutual desire to 
outdo their older siblings, and there was 
precious little to split them in a capti- 


Andreeva, 17, made the semi-finals of 
the French Open earlier this summer 


vating first meeting as professionals 
that could herald the start of a rivalry 
that graces grand-slam finals to come. 
For a while it seemed certain the 
chasm in their limited experience 
would prove decisive. Andreeva, the 
world No 23, illuminated the first week 
at last year’s Championships with a 
remarkable run to the fourth round and 
became the youngest player to reach 
the semi-finals of the French Open 
since Martina Hingis — to whom she is 
frequently compared — in 1997. 


Fruhvirtova burst to fame at only 13 
when she defeated Katerina Siniakova, 
then the world No 54, in straight sets in 
an exhibition match, but this was the 
Czech teenagers first appearance in the 
main draw at Wimbledon. 

She was broken three times in an 
error-strewn first set and stifled tears 
early in the second as she struggled to 
counter Andreevas brilliant variety 
from behind the baseline before leaving 
the court visibly distraught for a 
medical timeout at 3-2. 

But the world No88 returned with 
far greater composure as she capital- 
ised on Andreevas deteriorating serve 
and broke twice after a string of grip- 
ping rallies to clinch the second set. 

Now it was Andreeva’s turn to ven 
her frustration, repeatedly punching 
her legin dismay. Almost two hours had 
already passed and the light dimmed 
during a tumultuous decider as the pair 
exchanged early breaks in long, bludg- 
eoning points, but Fruhvirtova grew in 
confidence and played with fantastic 
aggression as Andreevas calm deserted 
her. The Russian stared over towards 
her team as defeat was confirmed in 
dismay and disbelief. Fruhvirtova cried 
again, this time tears of joy. The future 
is here, and it is bright and brutal. 
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Sport 


pery first test 


Murray was 
moving better 
in a practice 
match 
yesterday but 
naturally still 
struggles to 
push off when 
he changes 
direction 
quickly 


Murray takes decision 
to play to the wire 


Stuart Fraser 


Tennis 
Correspondent 


Andy Murray’s decision on a final 
appearance in the singles draw at 
Wimbledon will come down to the wire 
after tournament organisers granted 
him as late a start as possible today. 

The 37-year-old British veteran had 
still not made his mind up yesterday as 
to whether he will step on Centre Court 
for a first-round match against Tomas 
Machac, the world No39 from the 
Czech Republic. This would be ten days 
after undergoing surgery on a spinal 
cyst. 

Schedulers have put Murray in the 
third slot on the main show court, al- 
lowing him as much recovery time as 
possible. Conceivably he can leave a de- 
cision until minutes before the match, 
although it is more likely to come in the 
morning. This would respectfully allow 
his replacement — a lucky loser from 
the final round of qualifying — time to 
prepare. 

Murray was undoubtedly moving 
better in a practice match against Kyle 
Edmund yesterday, compared with his 
training sessions on Saturday and Sun- 
day. He was leading 6-3, 2-0 when their 
allotted 90-minute slot at the Aorangi 
Park courts came to an end. 

“It [his progress in recovery] is get- 
ting better,’ Murray said afterwards. 
“The testing and stuff I have done is 
good. I just need to decide whether it is 
enough to compete really.” 

Itis hard to recall a practice here with 
more media interest in recent years. A 
large group of journalists, photogra- 
phers and camera operators gathered 
to dissect Murray’s every move on the 
court. 

Understandably there are still some 
limitations in Murray’s court coverage. 
Some slight hesitancy was observed 
when he ran out to his forehand side, 
given that he still does not have the nor- 
mal sensations in his right leg. On Sun- 
day, Murray had likened it to a “dead 
arm” as the large cyst had been com- 
pressing some of the nerves on this side. 

Turning back after being pushed out 
wide on the left side was also a slight 
issue, as this also requires the right leg 


to push off the surface. Overall, how- 
ever, he looked in far better condition 
than the previous two days, dictating 
the rallies with some good ball-striking. 

Afterwards Murray held conversa- 
tions with both his coaching staff and 
family to weigh up the various factors 
surrounding this decision. Had this 
been any normal tournament he 
clearly would not be attempting to 
return, but he is desperate to play one 
final singles match at Wimbledon 
before his likely retirement after the 
Olympics. 

There are risks involved, though. 
Murray does not want a repeat of the 
awkward scenes at the Queens Club 
Championships when he retired from 
his second-round match after 23 min- 
utes. There also is a possibility that the 
stitches put in after his operation could 
reopen. 

“From discussions that I’ve had with 
my surgeon and the medical experts 
around me, the biggest risk is a reopen- 
ing of the wound,” Murray said on Sun- 
day. "My spine is strong and stable. The 
inflammation is coming down every 
single day. Theres been minimal dis- 
ruption to the muscles and everything. 

"The issue would be the wound, 
which is extremely small — it was a 
keyhole operation. If that was to re- 
open, I would then have to go and have 
that sorted. 

“But I’m OK with that risk. If I was 
worried about doing more damage to 
my spine or something like that, then 
that would be very different. But I'm 
OK with a few stitches coming loose or 
whatever.” 

If Murray decides he is not fit enough 
to play singles he can still make an ap- 
pearance at Wimbledon later in the 
week. He received a doubles wild card 
with his brother, Jamie, and expressed 
confidence on Sunday that he will be 
able to compete given that players gen- 
erally only need to cover half a court. 

“Each day it becomes more and more 
likely that l'll be able to play doubles 
properly,’ Murray said. “Obviously 
with doubles, although you're covering 
less distance and less court, you still 
need to be able to move pretty explo- 
sively. 

“T don't want to go on the court for it 
to be awkward or not be able to at least 
be competitive. I spoke to my brother 
about that. I’ve obviously spoken to my 
team about that. We're all aware of the 
situation." 
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OLYMPICS SPECIAL REPORT 


Matt Lawton accompanies Lord Coe on his 
secret visit to Ukraine before Paris Games 
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I dug deep like England 


@ Raducanu one of three 
victorious British women 
@ Murray still weighing 

up whether to play today 


Alyson Rudd, Stuart Fraser 


Emma Raducanu said she drew 
inspiration from England’s 
footballers by digging deep to 
make a winning return to 
Wimbledon. The 2021 US Open 
champion, who missed last year’s 
tournament through injury, was 
due to be playing the 22nd seed 
Ekaterina Alexandrova, who 
withdrew through illness 
yesterday morning. She instead 
faced lucky loser Renata Zarazüa 
and progressed 7-6 (7-0) 6-3. 

England needed a stunning 
stoppage-time goal from Jude 
Bellingham to force extra time in 
their 2-1 victory over Slovakia at 
Euro 2024 on Sunday and 
Raducanu said: “I was nervous. I 
think everyone could see that in 
my tennis but at the end of the 
day you have to do whatever it 
takes to get over the line. 
Honestly, watching the football 
last night, it was winning ugly. It 
all counts." 

Raducanu was one of three 
victorious British women on the 
opening day with Sonay Kartal, 
the qualifier who knocked out the 
Romanian 29th seed Sorana 
Cirstea, and Yuriko Miyazaki also 
making it through. 

Andy Murray was last night 
weighing up whether to play in the 
singles for the final time as he 
recovers from surgery on a spinal 
cyst. The two-times Wimbledon 
champion is due to face world 
No39 Tomas Machac today. 
Wimbledon, pages 56-59 


Times Crossword 28,958 


1 Scoundrel behind pretentious talk 
in clip (7) 

5 Historic warrior — one with a 
strange attitude seems initially to 
retreat (7) 

9 Plant with grass turned over 
around it, attended by bird (5,4) 

10 Confused answer covers this 
French commune (5) 
IL His found in fifteen consecutive 
letters in code (5) 
12 Lawyers about to take part in song 
9 


13 Retracts blade roughly, showing 
damage from conflict (6-7) 

17 Prospective wealth he has left to 
marine? It's a shocking event (8,5) 

21 Try to hear what happens in 
autumn, though not at first (9) 

24 Scoundrel to go down after 
intervention by University (5) 

25 Area of New Zealand not initially 
hosting new dance (5) 

26 Rest before quick meal (9) 

27 Artist joining the writer and family 
for a small dish (7) 

28 Novices first use of firearms not 
good in religious establishment (7) 


Raducanu had to 
dig deep to win 
in straight sets 


1 Ineffectual chap — deceptive 
character extracting pounds (6) 
2 Ludicrous barrel blocking fluid 
haulage (9) 
3 American lawyer raised challenge 
about a source of information (4,3) 
4 US soldier welcoming a coarse 
Italian patriot (9) 
5 Special attention for this point? (5) 
6 A blemish covered by old womans 
make-up (7) 
7 Right fuss involving one form of 
communication (5) 
8 Suggestion pub open around start 
of evening (8) 
14 Snape is gutted Harry strained 
regarding uphill task (9) 
15 Sauce prepared again, essence not 
originally being included (9) 
16 One choosing empty life in 
particular part of national activity 
8 


18 Bunch in Society very much 
enthralled by food (7) 

19 Waterproof garment, medium type, 
mostly (7) 

20 Church location most suitable to 
house religious figure (6) 

22 French life missing one French 
name for poison (5) 

23 ee given popular outlaw's name 

5 


Bellingham 
investigated 
over gesture 


Matt Lawton, Paul Joyce Erfurt 


Jude Bellingham is to be investigated 
for a “potential violation of the basic 
rules of decent conduct” after he made 
a seemingly lewd gesture following his 
dramatic equaliser in England's round- 
of-16 win over Slovakia at Euro 2024. 
In a statement yesterday Uefa said it 
hadlaunched a disciplinary probe amid 
claims the 21-year-old England mid- 
fielder was aiming his gesture towards 
the Slovakia bench in Gelsenkirchen, 
with a suspension among the possible 
sanctions available to the governing 
body. Bellingham, who is already in 
danger of missing a potential semi-final 
if he is booked against Switzerland on 
Saturday, refuted claims that he was 


Bellingham said 
his crotch 
gesture after his 
goal was towards 
close friends 

in the stand 


trying to insult England's opponents. 

In a post on X, he said that his act of 
pretending to grab his groin was an in- 
joke aimed towards close friends in the 
stand. He added that he had "nothing 
but respect for how that Slovakia team 
played tonight". 

Inthepast crude gestures have not led 
to sanctions, but The Times under- 
stands that a ban falls within the scope of 
punishments available. However, a sus- 
pension is unlikely, especially as it would 
be hard to prove the gesture was aimed 
specifically at the Slovakia bench. 

Itis not thought that Declan Rice will 
face any further action after becoming 
embroiled in a heated exchange with 
Slovakia’s manager, Francesco Calzona. 
The Euros, inside T2 
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Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company's network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390. 


Newspapers 
support recycling 


The recycled paper content of 
UK newspapers in 2023 was 45.5% 
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Oh no, they're locking 
up the extra virgin olive 
oil. So who's stealing it? 


Robert Crampton 


upermarkets used to put 
security tags only on 
expensive bottles of spirits 
and maybe champagne. 
Then the anti-theft 
measures were extended 
to include other types of 
wine. Then came steak 
and then, as food inflation started to 
bite a couple of years ago, butter, 
cheese, chicken, sausages, detergent, 
honey and, er, pens. 

The latest product to get the tag 
treatment, with some of the larger, 
posher bottles retailing at £18.50, is 
extra virgin olive oil. The Filippo 
Berio, Odysea and Nicolas Alziari are 
still out on the shelves, rather than 
taking refuge with the fags and booze 
behind the counter, but now Tesco has 
decided to display Chania and 
Tuscanys finest in a special net that 
screeches if you try to remove it. 

This news raises the question: who 
has been nicking olive oil? A cross- 
section of society, I suspect. At these 
high prices, stealing olive oil appeals to 
the sort of people who turn up in pubs 
flogging rolling tobacco, sports socks, 
cigarette lighters and fake Nikes. 

Now Netflix has killed the knock-off 
DVD market for these entrepreneurs, 
maybe the new "liquid gold" in a fancy 
tin will revive their fortunes? Shadowy 
men with special bandoliers full of 
samples, such as a tequila shot belt? 

It'll be like Prohibition, only with 
salad dressing, not Canadian Club. 
Stranger things have happened: during 
the war spivs hawked nylons, 
chocolate and petrol coupons. If the 
risk-reward is right, a black market will 
emerge in anything. 

I also think, given societal changes 
in recent years, that olive oil might 
now be favoured by the traditional 
shoplifting classes for personal 
consumption as well as for resale. Not 
all teenage boys exist on a diet of fried 
chicken, McFlurries and Pepsi; some 
are supremely vain, health-conscious 
and nutritionally well-informed. As 
such, they will be aware of the virtues 
of following a Mediterranean diet. 

It wouldn't surprise me to learn that 
those hordes of 15-year-old bad boys 
in knock-off designer sports gear you 
see on CCTV clips are not only hitting 
the luxury cold extraction aisle hard, 
but similarly targeting vine tomatoes, 
fresh sea bass and, to wash it down, a 
few trolley-loads of cheeky chianti. All 
keenly priced. As in, free. 
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|. And third, while some traditional 
| shoplifters have discovered the joys of 
| olive oil consumption, it is also likely 
ı some traditional olive oil consumers 
| have discovered the joys of shoplifting. 
| When it comes to law-breaking, the 
! middle class historically favours fraud, 
' embezzlement, tax evasion, 

| overcharging, insider trading and 

| stealing Sellotape from the office 

| stationery cupboard. But at £18.50 for 
' what many consider an absolute 

| kitchen — sorry, pantry! — staple, 

! then hey, needs must. 

| I'm serious. I've known sweet old 
! ladies, ultra-respectable pillars of 

| their local suburban or village 

| communities, churchgoers, WI jam 

| makers, members of both the National 
| Trust and English Heritage, who 

! nonetheless, if their neighbour's 

| Mexican fleabane is doing better than 

| their own, think nothing of mounting 

| a midnight raid. 

| Or what about those well-spoken 
couples who squat in your priority seat 
; on Ryanair, the one you've paid extra 

! for, pretend they didn't realise and 

| then suggest it's all too much trouble 

| for them to move? 

| Or pushy parents buying up council 

| flats or faking religious devotion to 

| get their kids into a good state school? 
; Or worse, the absolute pits: nice 

! families who, invited to an impromptu 
| barbecue on the beach, bring cheap 

| burgers and then, when they leave, 

| make off with the spare Taste the 

| Difference sausages because "it'd be 
ja shame for them to go to waste”? 

| Bastards! 

! They may not be actual crimes, 

| these examples, but they show the 

| depths to which some people will 

| sink. Olive oil theft is small beer by 

| comparison. 
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of life for 


lè“: my socks 


M&S keeps getting 
better and better. 
Simply Food has 
revolutionised 
motorway service 
station grocery 
shopping. The 
menswear is proper 
quality. And now I 
learn the national retail 
treasure is launching, 
in conjunction with the 
excellent start-up Sojo, 
a clothing repair 
service, striking a 
telling blow, surely, 
against the throwaway 
culture we all say we 
despise yet don't quite 
know how to combat. 

I've said before that, 
even if I live another 
20 years, I’ve already 
got all the clothes 
FII need, except 
underwear. Maybe now 
I can slog to the finish 
line without even 
replacing that, 
although I imagine 
M&S will draw the line 
at patching up pants. 
(And perhaps I do 
too, come to think 
of it). 

But this new service 
may keep my sock 
drawer in play, if it 
offers darning, which it 
should. New socks are 
one of life's pleasures — 
but prolonging the life 
of a favourite pair via 
reconditioning feels 
even better. 


A writer in The New 


Gen Z patois I’ve 


Gen Z 
slang — 
I love it 


York Times, in one of 
the rare articles in that 
newspaper that doesn't 
sneerily slag off Britain, 
says he'll miss his 
teenage son's slang 
when the lad leaves for 
university this autumn. 
I can relate. I love the 


picked up from my 
children: ghosting; 
glow-up; gassing 
himself up; girl-boss. 
All great, and that's 
just the Gs. I don't rate 
gaslighting, though: 
too nebulous — I'm 
surprised it caught on. 


My favourite, for 
reasons I don't fully 
understand, is choad, 
which describes an 
uncommonly short, 
fat penis. 

I think it must be the 
brutal no-room-for- 
doubt specificity that 
appeals to me. 


Teenagers like 
me needed a 
diagnosis, not 
lessons in 
bread-making 


Ali Gill says that his boarding school 


offered a sanctuary for nonconformists 


— but when it came to his mental 


health, he now feels he was let down 


still recall with near-perfect 
clarity approaching my mixed 
boarding school for the first time. 
Its not so much the visuals, 
although hoving into sight from 
the passenger seat of my mum's 
car was a grand red-brick 
building, a well-kept orchard 
and a large verdant green bank. It 
looked like a tourist attraction, 
something befitting of a Prime of Miss 
Jean Brodie immersive experience. No, 
what really stuck with me was the 
burning sensation that crept up 
through my body — the frisson of 
walking blindly into something 
dangerous. In my newly bought 
ripped jeans and an unwashed 
Forty Licks T-shirt (there was no 
uniform), I had been spawned into 
the end of an extensive food chain. 

I was 13 years old. A bottom-of-the- 
class kid, I struggled to find (self-) 
worth in education — in my case 
heavy dyslexia meant a cloudy level of 
focus. Since I didn't want to go to 
school at all, to me boarding seemed 
as good an option as any. Besides, my 
older sister was already here and 
thriving, and I suppose my parents felt 
it would be even more fitting for a boy 
like me to be at a more liberal, less 
conventional school. There's an 
obvious paradox in loathing school 
and choosing to board — there is no 
fleeing, no option to go home and sigh 
about the day. It's engulfing: you wake, 
sleep and grow there. 

The school was painted as being 
artistically different, one that oozed 
out stars as alumni, a sanctuary for 


A 


children swimming against life’s tides. 
And a place with absolutely zero 
dynasty to it, because most people 
who go can never afford to send their 
own children. 

We weren't pushed to excel at 
economics and rugby. We could call 
teachers by their first names and 
take less competitive alternatives 
to sports, such as outdoor carpentry, 
painting, bread-making and fence- 
weaving. 

A liberal ethos made way for 
disorder. For plenty of students, 
drinking and smoking was a syllabus 
of its own, and I'd soon join them in 
their pursuits. I'd go from being 
among the kids who played on the 
grass at prep school to being with the 
burgeoning youths no longer 
interested in any sort of green that 
couldn't be inhaled. 

The dormitories were a jumble of 
the 450 pupils, each sleeping quarters 
filled with a few people from each 
year, ruled by a top-year "dorm boss". 
Its an adorable idea, and a good one. 
You have your clan, which spreads 
throughout the school, and a dorm 
boss to look over you. 

Mine was a sharp-eyed, fidgety 
hippy in parachute pants with hair 
past his chest, like a model whose look 
is Dazed and Confused meets Lord of 
the Flies. He embraced me with his 
long, bony arms. I hadn't been 
welcomed by another boy like that 
before. That first day I was a 
featherless cockerel, strutting into a 
new habitat to claim a corner with 
a cockiness I didn't feel. I had no fear 
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of bottling it at physics, but I had 
social terror. 

At the hall we had an induction 
from the head boy. That title conjured 
a slick-haired trustafarian with a 
Roman numeral affixed to his name. 
Instead a curly-haired boy pranced on 
stage in bright yellow tights and a frilly 
Shakespearean shirt for a joke. I 
spotted the deputy headmaster sighing 
and rolling his eyes. 

My dorm boss and the head boy 
looked like a couple of soaring stars to 
an insecure little boy like me. I was 
confused to find out they took their 
own lives within a couple of years of 
leaving school. Last month I attended 
a funeral for the fourth boy I was at 
school with to take his life. 

Many of the kids were fidgeters, 
class clowns, anti-athletes. Plenty were 
undiagnosed neurodivergents and 
addicts like myself. I wasn't a good 
student; I was often caught drinking 
and smoking, and I didn't bring 
optimism to algebra. Could we 
fidgeters have done with more help? 
Rather than offering fingerpainting, or 
the befitting punishment for smoking 
of having to pick up cigarette butts, I'd 
have liked a diagnosis. 

I only found out I had severe 
ADHD a couple of years ago. Part of 
the assessment involved me bringing 
my dire school reports into the 
specialist London clinic. The doctor 
was shocked. Flipping through the 
identical reports — "Ali isn't sitting 
down. He can't do the work. D, E, fail" 
— he looked at me with a raised 
eyebrow: "There's no doubt, Alasdair. 


I fell nose- 
' first into a 
: decade of 

| drifting 

' fuelled by 

addiction 
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up 
Ali Gill 


Nobody mentioned it to you while you 
were at school?" 

I find myself wondering back on 
those days more and more as I get 
older. It was the place I began the 
honeymoon phase of the longest 
relationship I've ever maintained: 
with booze and drugs. Everything 
mostly became white noise after 
finding them. 

It's fair to say I would have been a 
lost kid anywhere. But when I was 
asked to leave after my GCSEs, part of 
a group of culled kids who didn't have 
good enough grades, I appeared 
insouciant, but it was a rejection 
and it stung. 

What did I do after? I fell nose-first 
into a decade of drifting fuelled by 
addiction, to drink, to drugs. I wasn't 
able to keep a job, a relationship, 
anything of sustenance. Four years 
ago I got sober. I now work in 
kitchens. While I can't put blame on 
the system, and I got myself back on 
track, I think of the brilliant young 
adults who had troubles beyond just 
needing an artistic outlet. I do know 
that for a school boasting different, 
freely creative ways, that what's really 
behind the facade of a liberal 
educational edifice set in bucolic 
rolling lawns is a business like any 
other. And when I didn't fit into that 
business model? I felt the school gave 
up on me. 

Igot a letter from the school 
recently. It was an invitation to come 
and celebrate the ten-year reunion. I 
toyed with going for a bit, but it didn't 
take long to snap out of it. 


Will I ever get a job? 
By Ceci Browning, graduate, 23 


y student card 
officially 
expired 
yesterday. In 
a moment of 
quiet ceremony 
I snapped the 
hard plastic 
rectangle in half and dropped it 
sadly into the bin. The good news is 
that I am leaving university with a 
postgraduate degree. The bad news 
is that I am officially unemployed, 
at the precise moment when the 
job market for graduates seems at 
its most bleak. 

According to figures from the jobs 
website Indeed, the internship pool 
has all but dried up. The number of 
internships relative to total job 
opportunities has plummeted since 
the start of the year, lower now than 
it has been since 2018. Most years 
the openings for interns increase 
after Christmas, when students turn 
their minds to making post-exam 
plans, then dip again as the summer 
holidays approach, at which point 
businesses have already found a 
twentysomething to distribute 
parcels and buy coffees. This year 
the seasonal ebb looks worse than it 
has in six years. At the start of 2024 
there were about 4,000 internships 
advertised for every million jobs. In 
the six months since that number 
has more than halved. 

When I think back to the stress 
and sweat that defined my previous 
period of applying for jobs, my heart 
sinks. After graduating from 
Cambridge with my undergraduate 
degree, exactly two years ago 
yesterday, I applied for all sorts of 
things. Putting aside childhood 
ambitions and trawling every 
internet hiring site — including 
Indeed — for any vaguely suitable 
position, I uploaded carefully 
proofread CVs and specifically 
tailored cover letters to all 
sorts of companies I'd never 
heard of. 

Mostly these 
applications were shots in 
the dark: often I'd get a 
fast automatic rejection 
by a bot scanning for 
keywords, or worse, 
no response at all. After 
a month or so I cast 
my net more widely: 
late summer 
internships, 
remote work, 
part-time 
positions that 
I hoped might 
morph into 
something 
more 
permanent. 
Nothing that 
would be able 
fully to cover 
the cost of rent, 
but at least if I 
managed to get 
one, I would be 
on the lowest 
rung of some 
kind of career 


Ceci Browning 


ladder. Eventually I secured 
something I could tolerate for the 
time being. Heading to the pub, I 
celebrated with other friends who 
had managed to sign contracts, 
even if their jobs were also miles 
from what they had originally 
envisaged. 

Now, emerging out the other side 
of my master's degree with a huge 
amount more student debt than I had 
last time around, I'm about to face 
the same struggle, only this time it 
looks as though it'll be a lot worse. 
Graduates like me are feeling the full 
force of the “white-collar recession" 
gripping the economy. Further 
figures from Indeed reveal that job 
adverts have dropped below their 


66 

Often I'd get a 
fast rejection by 
a bot, or worse, 
no response at all 


pre-pandemic level for the first 
time since the economy got moving 
again in 2021. As options shrink, 
competition grows and our hopes 
of getting jobs that can launch us 
properly into adulthood dwindle. 
Even if I were to secure an 
internship, a feat akin to hacking a 
small diamond out of a huge grey 
cliff face, it may not be feasible for 
me to accept it financially. Research 
conducted by the Sutton Trust in 
2018, a year that seems like the 
golden heyday of internships, found 
that more than half of interns 
working in the UK were unpaid. In 
fact, it was actually costing many 
of them to fulfil the job. No wonder 
so many of my friends are still living 
at home with their parents: 
> without a salary, albeit a 
small one, it’s impossible to 
.. move out. 
R' If Labour wins the 
election, just like every 
poll predicts, the new 
government may 
4 provide some relief. To 
| ` win over dissatisfied 
Conservative voters, 
the would-be 
prime-minister 
Keir Starmer 
has promised 
to prioritise 
economic policy 
| and wealth 
creation. 
According to 
Rachel Reeves, 
who looks as 
though she will 
be the country's 
next chancellor, 
the party's green 
plan will create 
650,000 jobs. This 
seems ambitious, but 
if they pull it off I only 
hope that some of these 
may be entry-level 
| roles for new 
3 graduates. Or paid 
internships, at least. 
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What to know about RSV, 
the most common virus 
you have never heard of 


Dr Mark Porter 


Dodgy joints? Back 


Its great for your physical and mental 
health and, a study has found, can also 
improve back issues. The experts tell 


new vaccine is to 
be added to the 
UK immunisation 
programme. From 
September pregnant 
women and the 
over-75s will be 
offered a one-off 
dose of'a vaccine (see below) that 
protects against respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV), a common viral infection 
that exacts a considerable toll on the 
very young, the old and those with 
heart and lung conditions or 
weakened immune systems. 

RSV comes from the same family 
of viruses as mumps and measles, and 
is highly contagious. Nearly every 
child (90 per cent) will catch it at 
least once during their first two years, 
and re-infection throughout life is 
common. In most cases RSV causes 
little more than a mild cough or cold, 
but for some — adults and children — 
it can be life-threatening. More 
than 30,000 babies in the UK are 
hospitalised with it every year, 20-30 
of whom die. The impact in older 
people isn't so well documented but it 
is a common cause of pneumonia in 
adults with some estimates suggesting 
that it contributes to the deaths of at 
least 5,000 adults over 45 in a typical 
year, most of whom are over 75. 

RSV is spread through infected 
droplets produced by coughing, 
sneezing and breathing. Once you 
have been infected it takes three to 
five days for symptoms, like a runny 
nose, cough and sometimes a fever, to 
develop fully, with recovery taking up 
to two weeks or more. 

In babies it often leads to 
inflammation of the lungs, causing 
severe cough, wheezing and shortness 
of breath (bronchiolitis) and, during 
the peak winter months, paediatric 
units across the country are full of 
cases. Parents and the NHS had 
something of a respite during the first 
part of the pandemic because social 
distancing measures dramatically 
reduced spread. Sadly, the virus has 
bounced back with a vengeance. 

In older people RSV has a similar 


rm —— — 
Who qualifies for 
the new vaccine 


The vaccine used in the UK will 
be the two-strain Abrysvo 
(Pfizer) version, which 
contains no live virus. It 
will be offered to the 
following groups: 

@ Pregnant women: those 
who are at least 28 weeks 
pregnant on September 1. 
From then on all 
pregnant women will be 
offered it when they reach 
28 weeks and remain eligible 
until they give birth. 

@ All adults turning 75 on or after 
September 1 will also be offered a 
single dose, with a one-off catch-up 
programme for those aged 75-79. 


impact to Covid and flu. American 
research suggests that 5-10 per cent of 
residents in nursing homes will catch 
it each year — typically during the 
peak season from October to March 
— as many as 20 per cent of whom 
will go on to develop pneumonia. 

Antivirals may be used in severe 
cases but there is no specific 
treatment, and management is 
typically supportive (such as oxygen 
and assisting with breathing) while 
natural recovery occurs, although 
antibiotics are used in cases of 
secondary (bacterial) pneumonias. 

The new vaccine is one of two that 
were approved last year (at least one 
other is in the pipeline) and looks to 
be more effective than the flu jab, 
offering about 80 per cent protection 
in the first two years. The rationale 
behind giving it to pregnant women 
is that it will immunise the baby in 
the womb so they are born with 
immediate protection, with studies 
suggesting it more than halves the 
risk of being hospitalised with a 
chest infection during the first six 
months of life. 

It appears to be well tolerated too, 
with the most common side-effects 
being a painful arm, headache, general 
muscle aches and fatigue — similar to 
the short-term effects seen with flu 
and Covid vaccines. 

RSV may be the most common virus 
you have never heard of, but the new 
vaccine has been widely welcomed by 
doctors who are all too aware of the 
impact it has every winter. Indeed, 
my grandson Bert has been in and 
out of hospital with RSV-induced 
bronchiolitis more times than I care 
to mention. No matter how many 
cases you see, it's always distressing to 
see a baby or toddler struggling for 
breath, and even worse when it's 
your child/grandchild. 

So please do have the vaccine when 
it’s offered to you. Plans are being 
finalised but it's likely GPs will invite 
eligible people in once protocols and 
supplies have been confirmed. 

While on the subject I should also 

plug the pertussis (whooping 
cough) vaccine, which is 
A also given during 
| pregnancy to protect 
vulnerable newborn 
babies before they start 
their own immunisations. 
I have seen more 
cases of whooping 
cough this year than 
at any time during 
my career, although 
thankfully it looks as 
if the worst of the 
outbreak may be 
over. For now. 

For more 
information on 
RSV in young 

. children, visit 
oxfordhealth.nhs.uk. 

And for more 

= details on the new 

` vaccine programme, 

L visit gov.uk 


Peta Bee how to maximise its benefits 


t boosts joint and cardiovascular 
health, reduces anxiety, 
improves focus and keeps stress 
at bay. Indeed, walking, says 
Stacy Clemes, professor of active 
living and public health at 
Loughborough University, is 
among “the best things we can 

do to improve our overall wellbeing", 

and "researchers keep coming up 

with more sound scientific reasons" 

in favour of doing it more often. 

A case in point is a new study in 
The Lancet, which concluded that a 
good stroll is a powerful antidote to 
lower-back pain — a condition that, 
according to the National Institute for 
Health and Care Excellence (Nice), 
affects up to 60 per cent of the UK's 
adult population at some point in their 
lives. More than two-thirds (69 per 
cent) of lower-back-pain sufferers, 
meanwhile, are likely to experience 
a recurrence of the issue within 12 
months of initial recovery, according 
to statistics published in the Journal 
of Physiotherapy. 

For the Lancet' study, a team from 
the spinal pain research group 
at Macquarie University in Sydney, 
Australia, recruited 701 adults, all of 
whom had recently recovered from 
an episode of lower-back pain. Half 
were asked to follow a tailored 
programme based on their fitness 
levels, with a target of walking 30 
minutes a day for five days a week by 
six months. The other half did no 
extra exercise. Both groups were 
tracked for one to three years. 

Mark Hancock, a professor of 
physiotherapy at Macquarie and 
lead author of the paper, says the 
results of the walking programme 
were significant. "The walking 
intervention group had fewer 
occurrences of activity limiting pain 
compared with the control group. And 
the walking group had a longer 
average period before they had a 
recurrence [of lower-back pain], 
with a median of 208 days compared 
with 112 days.” 

Sam Bhide, an NHS physiotherapist 
and spokesperson for the Chartered 
Society of Physiotherapy, isn’t 
surprised at these results. “We know 
that back pain has many causes and 
that physical activity is one of the 
ways we can improve it and keep it 
at bay,” she says. “Walking is one of 
the best ways to keep back and body 
in shape.” 

But how else can walking improve 
your health? 


How short can you make your 
walk and still get healthier? 
You only need to set aside about ten 
minutes for a daily walk that makes 

a difference. Researchers from the 
University of Cambridge, reporting 
last year in the British Journal of 
Sports Medicine, found that 11 minutes 
a day of brisk walking is enough to 
lower the risk of heart disease, a stroke 


and even some forms of cancer. 
Meanwhile, Tom Yates a 
professor of physical activity at 
the University of Leicester, found 
that for people with conditions 
such as asthma, ten minutes of 
brisk walking could increase their 
life expectancy by as much as 
three years. “Even doing shorter 
bouts of one or two minutes of 
brisk walking throughout the day 
can be beneficial to health,” Clemes 
says. “But if you can manage 10-12 
minutes, that’s better still.” 


| 

| 
Your stride makes a l 
difference i 
Changing the pace of your walk or | 
adding in some hilly terrain can ramp 
up the intensity, but a new study from  ! 
the University of Massachusetts i 
Amherst suggests there is another [ 
way to get more of a workout from ! 
your daily steps. [ 

Adam Grimmitt, a researcher in the ' 
university's department of kinesiology, | 
found that simply chopping and ! , 
changing the length of your stride can | 
burn more calories. [ 

Grimmitt first asked a group of 
participants to walk on a treadmill for | 
five minutes with their usual gait while ' 
he measured their average stride 
length. In a repeat test, he then asked ! 
the same group to walk with strides 
that were either five per cent longer or | 
shorter than usual, directed by lights | 
on the treadmill that informed them — , 
where to place their feet. ! 

Its not just the mental focus 
entailed that makes walking with 
uneven strides more challenging 
— Grimmitt claims it also requires [ walks 
greater muscular effort. His published  ' 
results showed that for every | per outdoors 


cent change in step length, there was a have a 


0.7 per cent increase in the “metabolic , 
cost" of walking, ie an activity's energy | potent 


expenditure or calorie burn. "Step i 
length variability plays a modest, 
gt y play ‘effect on 
LI 
mood 


' Short 


albeit significant role in the metabolic 
cost of walking,” Grimmitt says. 


| 

LI 
It's OK to dawdle l 
If the purpose of your walk is to clear | 
your mind and relieve stress, then a i 
gentle stroll is enough to do the trick. | 
"There's plenty of evidence that short  ' 
walks outdoors have a potent effect 
on mood, and you do not need tobe — : 
going at a fast pace to benefit,” Clemes | 
says. “It’s not just the activity itself that | 
boosts mental health, but the location í 
— being outdoors surrounded by f 
nature is particularly helpful for ! 
lowering stress and anxiety." i 

Recent analysis by a team i 
of researchers from Anglia Ruskin i 
University (ARU) in Cambridge, l 
published in the journal Neuroscience ' 
& Biobehavioural Reviews, found that i 
regular physical activity — especially ! 
low-intensity activity such as walking | 
— reduced the risk of depression by | 
23 per cent and anxiety by 26 per cent. | 

"The levels of physical activity i 
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pain? Walking can help 
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[required to make a difference] may 
be more achievable for people who 
can make smaller lifestyle changes 
without feeling they need to commit 
to a high-intensity exercise 
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looked at length of telomeres, the 
“bumpers” that protect DNA from 
damage, in participants. With age and 
bad habits — smoking, poor diet, 
inactivity — our telomeres shorten, 
causing accelerated ageing of cells. But 
brisk walking was found to preserve 
telomere length, potentially reducing 
ones biological age by up to 16 years. 


Try to increase your daily step 
count by 500 

As any fitness tracker will tell you, a 
daily total of 10,000 steps is considered 
a golden goal for physical activity. 
Despite being an unscientific target 
— the figure originated in Japan in 
the 1960s, as part of a marketing 
campaign to sell pedometers — 
researchers at the University of 
Sydney have shown that 9,000-10,500 
steps a day is indeed the amount 
needed to reduce the risk of an early 
death or heart-related event. 

“It is a great aim,” Clemes says, “but 
most people currently do about 3,000 
steps a day, and increasing that by 
even 500 steps a day is enough to 
provide a long-term health boost." 

A University of Massachusetts 
Amherst study of 2,110 adults showed 
that totting up at least 7,000 steps 
a day after the age of 40 resulted in 
at least a 50 per cent lower risk of 
premature death. However, the 
researchers also found that people 
taking more than 10,000 steps a day 
rarely outlived those taking at least 
7,000. This doesn't mean that you 
shouldn't do more than 10,000 steps 
a day, though. "There are potentially 
fitness gains to be had from doing 


additional advantage in terms of 
longevity,” Clemes says. 

The good news is that we are 
probably walking more now than at 
other times of year. In one of her own 
studies, Clemes showed that we walk 
an average 1,100 more steps a day in 
summer than winter. 


Ask the 


experts 


How can I treat 
my dandruff? 


Dr Sharon Wong, consultant 
dermatologist, London Bridge 
Hospital, part of HCA Healthcare UK 
Dandruff and a dry scalp are not the 
same thing. With a dry scalp, your 
skin is dehydrated and lacks water 
content, creating powdery white 
flakes. With dandruff the cause is too 
much oil on your scalp and an 
overgrowth of the yeast Malassezia 
furfur, which is already on your skin. 

Most people focus on the flakes. 
Itching, on the other hand, may be 
the most uncomfortable side-effect. 
Dandruff flakes are bigger, yellow- 
tinged and they look oily. The scalp is 
normally greasy to touch. While 
dandruff cannot be cured, its 
symptoms can be managed. 

For mild dandruff, first try regular 
cleansing with 
a gentle 
shampoo 
to reduce 
oil and 
skin cell 
build-up. 
For 
stronger 
dandruff, 
shampoos 
containing 
ingredients such 
as selenium disulfide and salicylic acid 
are a good choice. Another option is 
scalp exfoliators because they gently 
remove dead skin cells from the scalp. 


Dr Anita Takwale, consultant 
dermatologist and president of the 
British Hair and Nail Society 
Losing your skin cells from the scalp 
is a normal part of the life cycle of 
the scalp skin. Dandruff is when this 
flaking is excessive — it is harmless 
and common, but can cause you a 


cosmetic concern. 

Although most people with dandruff 
have no internal or immune problems, 
it may also occur in those with 
neurological conditions such as 
Parkinsons or chronic conditions 
suppressing the immune system. 

The most effective way to control it 
is to use anti-dandruff shampoo. 
Pyrithione zinc shampoos contain the 
antibacterial and antifungal agent zinc 
pyrithione. Tar-based shampoos shed 


programme,” said Lee Smith, professor 
of public health at ARU and lead 
author of the paper. 


Morris says we should | 
all start with walking as , 
a baseline activity for 
1 
| 


running who haven't 
allowed their bodies 


| 

i Do you need to walk further 
l time to adapt to the 

| 

| 


than you would run for the 
same health benefits? 
Running is more time-efficient than 
walking, in terms of the health 
benefits, but if you hate it you can 
simply spend more time strolling. 
In general, you need to walk for at 
least twice as long as you run to see 
similar benefits. 

A 201] study in Taiwan found that 


improving our fitness. 
“If you have 
previously been 
fairly inactive, then 
any amount of 
additional walking 
will get you fitter,” 
he says. “Bigger 
benefits come 


impact loading often 
complain of knee, 
hip and shin pain 
as a result. But the 
increased force 
and energy output 
of running means 
it beats walking 
for other reasons. 


Aim for 100 steps per minute 
Most studies on the health benefits 

of walking are based on a “brisk” 
walking pace of at least 100 steps 

per minute, the equivalent of about 
2.7mph. Tests conducted at University 
of Massachusetts suggest that 130 


steps per minute (about 4mph) b 


constitutes “vigorous walking” for when you walk “Even if you run | regular 25-minute runs (or 105-minute | dead cells from the top layer of the 

21 to 60-year-olds. For the over-60s, further and faster, slowly, your body, heart ' walks) resulted in about a 35 per cent skin and slow down the growth of skin 
walking at close to 100 steps a minute | which increases and lungs will work lower risk of dying in the following cells. If you have light-coloured hair, 
is a good goal. heart and breathing harder than when you eight years. Its researchers concluded these types can cause discolouration 


Clemes says that 100 steps per 
minute “is quicker than many people 
realise” and that if you can’t manage 
you should build up to it relative to 
your current fitness. “If you can easily 
chat away while walking at that speed, 
the pace is gentle; if you can talk but 
not easily it is moderate for you; if you 
cant easily hold a full conversation 
and are puffing it is a brisk pace" 

The more often you can pick up the 
pace, even in short bursts, the better. 
Research by the University of 


rate and, ultimately, 
your cardiovascular 
fitness." 

Walking briskly on 
varied terrain with 
a few hills thrown in 
engages the same 
muscles used in 
running, including 
the hamstrings and 
quadriceps in the 
thighs, the iliopsoas 
muscle at the front 


walk," Morris says. 
“This translates into 
more rapid fitness 
gains." The jolt of each 
stride also helps to 
strengthen bones and 


| 
| 
l 
| 
| that five minutes of running a day 
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| 
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| protect against 
| 

if 

1 

| 
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would result in similar health benefits 
to 15 minutes of brisk walking a day. 
Meanwhile, the authors of a 2013 
study involving 33,000 runners and 
15,000 walkers estimated that you 
would need to walk 4.3 miles at a 
brisk pace to expend the same 
amount of energy as you would 
running 3 miles, and that the walk 
would take about twice as long. “For 
many people, walking is just a more 
manageable option,” says George 


and make your scalp more sensitive to 
sunlight. Shampoos with salicylic acid 
help to lift and eliminate the scaling. 
Selenium disulfide shampoos contain 
an antifungal agent. These can also 
discolour the hair and scalp. 
Ketoconazole ones help to kill the 
fungus on the scalp that causes 
dandruff. I would recommend using 
any of these two or three times a 
week, then taper off to once a week for 
maintenance and prevention. 

If you continue to have dandruff, 


osteoporosis in the hips 
and legs. Both have 
their benefits. “If you 
want to progress to 
running, that is good as 
long as you ease into it 


Leicester involving more than 400,000 ' of the hips and the to minimise short-term ' Morris, a sports scientist at St Mary's talk to your doctor or dermatologist 
middle-aged adults found that fast gluteus maximus injuries," Morris says. University Twickenham. "It is so much | — you may be prescribed 
daily walkers can have a significantly — but with less “But for the majority of ! easier to clock up time on your feet prescription-strength shampoos, 


lower biological age than dawdlers. 
Professor Tom Yates and his team 


impact on the joints. 
Newcomers to 


the population, more 
walking is enough." 


throughout the day when walking 
compared with running." 


steroid lotions or systemic treatments. 
Elisabeth Perlman 
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If a female 


doctor gets 
treated like 
this, is there 


hope for 


any women? 


\ 
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Dr Rageshri Dhairyawan, a senior NHS consultant, 


tells Anna Maxted about her harrowing experience 


he agonising pains 
came midway through 
Dr Rageshri 
Dhairyawans third 
cycle of IVF, ten years 
ago. Her husband 
returned from playing 
football to find her 
writhing on the bathroom floor. “I felt 
as if a heavy metal shovel was scraping 
away at the lining of my abdomen,” 
she recalls in her book, Unheard — 
The Medical Practice of Silencing. 

"It was like nothing I'd ever felt 
before,” she says, talking on Zoom 
from her London home. She's small 
and smiley (two of many, many 
attributes non-conducive to being 
taken seriously by medics.) Her fear 
was ovarian torsion — “when the 
ovaries become so big from all the 
follicle stimulation that they twist on 
their stalk, which is excruciating and 
needs to be repaired surgically because 
the ovary becomes starved of oxygen.” 

Her husband rushed her to A&E 
where she was given morphine, then 
admitted to a gynaecology ward. Asa 
scan revealed no ovarian torsion, “It 
was thought the hormones had flared 
up my endometriosis." (It was likely 
that Dhairyawan had suffered from 
this common condition for more than 
a decade, compromising her fertility, 
but it was discovered only after she 
had come off the pill at 29 and failed 
to get pregnant.) 

Dhairyawan was in so much pain 
she couldn't move, and yet she recalls 
being treated as though she was an 
attention-seeker "trying to get strong 
opioids through dishonest means" and 
“as a nuisance for pressing my buzzer”. 
It was as if, she says, "I didn't have 
something they thought was very 
serious so why was I still there? I just 
remember not wanting to feel like 
more of a nuisance because I knew 
what being a nuisance on a ward can 
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Sexism is 
part of it; 
women are 
seen as 
hysterical 
when they 
complain 
f pain 


look like — I'd been a doctor for 
ten years.” 

Dhairyawans husband demanded 
pain relief for her. She left hospital 
shaken. “It massively changed me,” she 
says. “The experience of not being 
listened to as a patient, not being 
taken seriously — it really shocked 
me. Because I thought, I’m a senior 
doctor, I know exactly how the NHS 
works, I know my medical condition, 
I know what to ask for. And I still can't 
speak up and advocate for myself." 

Elements she feels contributed to 
her mistreatment include a stereotype 
around Asian women that "perhaps 
we're very anxious and that anxiety is 
coming out as physical symptoms" — 
ie hypochondriacs. (Dhairyawans 
mother, a retired GP, "dresses up" if 
she has a doctor's appointment 
because she feels it gives her more 
“credibility”.) 

Dhairyawan believes sexism was 
part of it too, women being seen as 
"hysterical when they complain of 
pain". Sadly, the IVF failed and 


afterwards, Dhairyawan berated i 
herself for not complaining. i 

But why do we as patients feel | 
ashamed? Despite the power i 
imbalance between healthcare l 
professionals and patients, she i 
reflects, patients often feel they i 
haven't done the right thing l 
so they must be at fault. i 

Plus, often, if they do eventually l 
complain, they're chided, “Be louder, | 
speak up to be heard!” She sees this as : 
victim blaming. “We're at our most i 
vulnerable when we're in healthcare. — 
We're not able to speak up often, l 
so I think the onus needs to be on i 
doctors, on healthcare providers, l 
to listen.” i 

That her endometriosis went l 
undiagnosed for so long is significant — ' 
in respect to this — inherent to not 
hearing patients is lack of curiosity. l 
Her periods had always been i 
painful. She raised it as a possibility 1 
with her GP after observing a clinic for ' 
women with chronic pelvic pain as 
part of specialist training in sexual 
health medicine, and thinking, hang 
on. She says: “The endometriosis 
diagnosis was, a bit like, oof, I should 
have known this, and why didn’t my 
GP think of it either?” 

At stage four, the condition had 
“wreaked havoc to my insides,” she 
says. Now, aged 44, she says, “I will 
never know if, had my doctors referred 
me for investigation, maybe even just 
a year before, whether it would have 
been less advanced and I would have 
got pregnant.” Listening, or not, 
changes lives. “It is a huge sadness 
that I’ve never been able to have 
biological children,” Dhairyawan says, 
“an ongoing grief that will always 
be there.” 


Which patients go unheard 

Not one of us can be complacent. 
Dhairyawan notes that “doctors are 
trained to be sceptical of their 
patients”. A popular mug slogan: 
“Please do not confuse your Google 
search with my medical degree.” Her 
research finds those more likely to be 


dismissed or disbelieved include 
women, people of colour, the old, the 
young, working class, those with a 
disability, or chronic condition. 
Religion or sexual orientation can also 
factor. Who is listened to, I joke feebly 
— Old Etonians? But it’s a deadly 
serious problem. 

The fact that some doctors are sniffy 
about status and also ignore junior 
colleagues or other teams, can have 
fatal consequences. The avoidable 
death in 2021 of Martha Mills, 13, in 
hospital from sepsis was “an awful 
example of what happens when that 
hierarchy persists and parents aren't 
listened to,” she says. Martha’s parents, 
who are journalists, wrote, unbearably, 
about trying to be respectful when 
voicing their concerns. 

“Even if you are white, middle class, 
well-spoken, you might not be heard,” 
Dhairyawan says. She stresses, 
“Patients also have expertise. No one 
knows our bodies as well as us.” The 
work Martha’s parents have done to 
implement Martha’s Rule — entitling 
NHS patients to a rapid review from a 
separate care team if worried about a 
persons condition — she says, “is just 
so valuable”. 


The problem of ‘disease prestige’ 
Broadly, if there’s not much a doctor 
can heroically do to fix your issue, 
they’re less interested, Dhairyawan 
says (making you a “heartsink” 
patient). She cites studies on “disease 
prestige” in which Norwegian doctors 
were asked to rank 38 illnesses. 
Leukaemia, brain tumours, and heart 
attacks consistently made their top 
three — doubtless a comfort to those 
affected. The least prestigious were 
fibromyalgia, depression, anxiety and 
liver cirrhosis. 

"We're not great with uncertainty," 
she says. “We like diseases that have 
obvious signs and symptoms.” Ideal 
is if it can be confirmed by tests, 
and is treatable. If not — say, with 
long Covid — the attitude may be 
“I can't help you so I don't want to 
listen to you". 
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Advocating as a patient group can 
be powerful in getting the medical 
profession to pay attention, she says. 


Dor't neglect your sexual health 

Are we too complacent about sexually 
transmitted infections in midlife? “It’s 
really important for people who are 
middle-aged to think about because 
STIs are on the rise,” Dhairyawan says. 
This is an issue that affects everyone. 
Particularly for middle-aged women 
— they may think I can't get pregnant 
now so I don't need to think about 
using condoms." 

Bad move. Common STIs include 
“chlamydia, gonorrhoea, warts ... we're 
seeing a rise in syphilis in heterosexual 
people at the moment”. Not all would 
indicate a partner's been unfaithful — 
genital herpes or warts viruses can lie 
dormant for decades. 

Meanwhile, “infections like 
chlamydia, gonorrhoea and syphilis 
would have to be passed on to you by 
a partner”. However, if you're with 
someone new, don't rush to accuse — 
"you can have those infections without 
many symptoms so you may not know 
how long you've had them.” 

You can order postal test kits for 
chlamydia, gonorrhoea, syphilis and 
HIV. She advises a yearly STI check, if 
you don't have symptoms. If you do 
have symptoms, "better to go to a 
clinic because you can be examined". 


You should never feel rushed or 
pushed into a decision 

In Unheard, Dhairyawan describes the 
reported case of a 23-year-old with 
crippling endometriosis, who believes 
she was refused a hysterectomy 
because she was young and childless. 
Doctors shouldn't make assumptions, 
say, that a woman is "too young to 
know what the impact of a 
hysterectomy is,” she says. (Conversely, 
I've heard of a woman with 
endometriosis who was told a 
hysterectomy was her only option.) 
Whatever the situation, “All people 
should have all their treatment options 
explained to them carefully, with all 
the pros and cons of each.” 

You should also be given the time to 
decide what you think will suit you 
best, Dhairyawan says, “And as 
doctors we shouldn't push our own 
personal views of what we would do 
onto our patients.” 

You should have opportunities for 
multiple conversations and questions 
with doctors (and others), so you can 
make fully informed decision. 


How to ensure you are listened to 
Prepare for your consultation if 
possible, Dhairyawan says, and know 
what you want to get from it. “What 
do you want to know? Write it down 
— doctors love a list.” 

She swears they don't mind if you 
ask about hypotheses gleaned from 
patient forums — “we always prefer to 
have questions." 

She advises bringing a list of your 
medications, any clinic letters or test 
results. It can also help to bring a 
friend or relative, "because they can 
advocate for you, they can add in stuff 
that you've forgotten to ask about or 
not felt able to ask about”. 

Try plain speaking: “I don't feel you 
are hearing what I’m saying.” And 
know your rights. “Know how to 
complain, know whos in charge of 
your care, know you can ask for a 
second opinion." 

Unheard by Dr Rageshri 
Dhairyawan (Orion, £22). Order 
at timesbookshop.co.uk 


My horses see the dentist 
more than my children do 


I understand why 
Princess Anne still 
rides. It's a risky, 
costly obsession — 
one I won't give up, 
says Marina Fogle 
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f I were a Tory MP looking fora ! 

safe bet, I’d wager that however | 
bruised and battered Princess l 
Anne is feeling in her hospital i 

bed after sustaining a horse- i 
related injury, she will not be l 
giving up horses any time soon. i 

I’ve not met the princess, but — ! 

I’ve grown up surrounded by horses i 
and know her ilk. Very few accidents — : 
will stop a rider remounting, 
particularly the eventers. William i 
Fox-Pitt spent three weeks in hospital ' 
being treated fora catastrophic brain | 
injury and then went on to compete in | 
the 2016 Olympics. When 25-year-old | 
Bubby Upton broke her back less than | 
a year ago, she was told she might well ' 
never walk again and then nearly won i 
Badminton this year. (Sorry, my | 
mistake — she actually came tenth but | 
was leading for a bit.) And it's notjust | 
the professionals who have this 
drive. My friend Cornelia, who is 80, | 
fell off her horse while jumping a li 
hedge, was accidentally kicked in the : 
face and knocked out. The following | 
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the vet visits, the saddle fitter, 
the chiropractor, the dentist. 
Yes, the dentist. I’m ashamed to 
admit that my horses see the 
dentist more frequently than 

my children. Take from that 
what you will. 

Riding and caring for these 
beasts is also dangerous. They’re 
flighty and unpredictable. A bin 
that has moved 50cm from its 
normal place can provoke no 
reaction or the sideways jump 
of a 600kg animal that is too 
startled to look where it’s 
going. Their main method of 
defence is to kick and we give 
them superpowers by attaching 
iron shoes to their feet, meaning 


Anne is the hardest-working royal, a 
woman who fought back a kidnapper, 
shouting “not bloody likely” during the 
abduction attempt. Having competed 
in Olympic eventing (the most risky 
and exciting of the equine sports), 
Princess Anne belongs to a group of 
athletes who are as tough as they 

get. Of course she’s no-nonsense — 
dealing with a deranged wannabe 
kidnapper was probably more 
straightforward than persuading a 
tricky mare that a hosepipe is not 

a deadly snake. 

Injuries can even happen when 
youre on the other side of a fence 
from your horse. Aged 16 my sister, 
Chiara, was giving her horse a cuddle 
over the stable door when the horse 


week she was back on her horse, her 
face black from the injury. We teased 
her that actually she’d had a facelift. 
She has two horses, rides six times a 
week and her only concession to her 
age is that she has an electric ramp on 
her horse box. 


I'm a 46-year-old mother of two, Marina Fogle with that a kick goes from painful to rubbed its head on her, catching the 
whose life is spent looking after our her horses today and catastrophic. All of this before you've earring of her new piercing at the top 
ever increasing herd of horses at our as a child even got on your horse, before you ve  ! of her ear. The earring was wrenched 


from her ear and embedded in the side 
But what you have to realise is that of her scalp. Did she stop riding? Not 
horsey people are tough. They arethe ' bloody likely — she just pierced the 
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five and only three of us ride. My 
children are at school during the week, 
which means that all five horses are 
my responsibility. Last week the vet 
told me to administer eye drops six 
times a day at three-hour intervals. 
That left me a window of six hours to 
sleep. This week I'm cold-hosing 
another horse's leg, for an hour at a 
time, in an effort to reduce swelling. I 
feed them, groom them and pick out 
out their hooves every day. I change 
their rugs, pull ticks off them, pay 

for their shoes, their vaccinations, 
dentistry and massages. All this in 
between my job running antenatal 
classes for The Bump. 

Having horses is hard work: you 
have to go out in all weather, their 
wellbeing is paramount, and any horse 
owner knows that however wretched 
you're feeling or awful the weather is, 
whether you've got norovirus or Covid 
or appendicitis, if your horse needs 
feeding you're there. It's also 
criminally expensive. It's not the cost 
of a horse, which can be anything from 
a few hundred pounds to hundreds of 
thousands, it's the shoeing, the tack, 


even had the opportunity to fall off it. 


storms, the kicks, the vet's bills, the The only way I can keep my horses 
fit is by riding one and leading two 


and walking the dogs at the same time. 

But I do it gladly, not only because of 

M friend uc joy ^ bring pies because I : 

C y li 80 want my children to develop the spirit, 
ornella, ,Was 

kicked in the face. 

She got back on 


the toughness, the determined 
resilience that horsey people have, 
because these are the kind of skills 

knocks, the tumbles, the 

unpredictability because they 

absolutely love riding. I’ve often 


that will give them the best start in life. 
I want them to realise that when life 

thought, if you want a hard job done, 

ask a horsey person. They won't 


knocks you, you can get up again. 
hesitate to take on a tricky task, make 


I want them to understand that 
however exhausted or awful they feel, 
difficult decisions; they dive into a 
problem headfirst, intent on resolving 


there is always a bit left in the tank 
it whatever it takes. As politicians 


even if it doesn't feel like it. I want 
them to know that however scared, 
outnumbered or outdone you feel, 

misdemeanours and poor decision- 

making fill news stories, I can't help 

thinking that if horsey people ran this 


you can square up to someone more 
powerful than you are, and very 

country we'd be in a far better place. It 

is no surprise to me that Princess 


often you'll come out on top. When 
they're faced with someone trying 

to force them to do something they 
don't want to do, that instead of 
acquiescing they can shout the words 
"not bloody likely". 
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I'm so grateful I wasnt driving 
when I had my first seizure 


Francesca Steele 
feels sympathy for 
the Wimbledon 
driver whose crash 
killed two girls. It 
could have been her 


o one reading about 
the tragedy of the 
two little girls killed 
in the Wimbledon 
car crash in July 
last year could be 
anything other than 
horrified. Selena 
Lau and Nuria Sajjad died when a 
Land Rover slammed through the 
fence of their prep school in south 
London during an end-of-term tea 
party. As a parent, I can only imagine 
the torment their families must be in. 

However, there is another horror 
I feel too: that of the driver. It was 
confirmed last week that Claire 
Freemantle, the 47-year-old mother- 
of-three originally arrested on 
suspicion of causing death by 
dangerous driving, will not be 
prosecuted because it has been 
determined that she experienced 
her first epileptic seizure. 

Since Freemantle had no way of 
predicting that she would be 
unconscious at the wheel, the Crown 
Prosecution Service says she cannot 
be held responsible. The families 
have expressed anger. 

Here is the thing about seizures, 
though: they could happen to anybody. 
I too had my first seizure as an adult. 

I was 29, newly married, had no health 
concerns and was enjoying a pretty 
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carefree existence in London. It was l 


New Year's Day and my 
husband and I had been 
out late the night before 
watching the fireworks 
on Hampstead Heath. 
We slept in, woke up, 
wandered to the shops 
for bacon sandwiches 
and ate them on the sofa watching the 
Downton Abbey Christmas Special. 
One minute I was watching 
Matthew Crawley finally propose to an 
ecstatic Lady Mary. The next I found 
myself totally disorientated, my left 
arm in excruciating pain, struggling 
to formulate words in response to a 


Top: Francesca Steele. 
Above: the Wimbledon 
prep school where two 
eight-year-old girls died 
when a Land Rover 


crashed through a fence : 
| 
LI 
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strange man in uniform. He asked me 
if I recognised the other man in the 
room. Although I knew on some level 
that this other man was my husband, 
I couldn't articulate it. The pain was 
sharp, but reality felt fuzzy, like the 
edges of a nightmare. 

I would later learn several things: 
that this disorientation is called the 
postictal phase and it can last hours. 
The man was a paramedic. I had 
dislocated my shoulder and, according 
to my husband, had run around the 
flat screaming “my arm has fallen off”. 

And I had just had my first tonic- 
clonic seizure, the jerking limbs, 
frothing at the mouth kind. I didn't 
remember anything of the seizure 
itself. There was no warning, no 
epilepsy in my family, nothing. 

We went to hospital, my shoulder 
joint was put back in and I was sent 
home with a neurology appointment. 
I had an MRI to discern if I'd suffered 
a structural brain trauma, such as a 
fall, to cause the seizure (I hadn't), and 
an EEG (an electroencephalogram) 
where they stick 
electrodes to your scalp 
and measure brain 
activity in response to 
certain triggers, such as 
tiredness, to see if there 
is any indication of 
epilepsy, which is a 
neurological condition 
in which sufferers have 
repeated seizures 
caused by interrupted 
signalling between 
brain cells. 

I wasn't driving when 
I had my first seizure, but I easily 
could have been. I had got my driving 
licence the year before. I cannot 
imagine coming to in that moment, 
the shock, confusion and pain, and 
being told I had just killed two people. 

The driver in the Wimbledon crash 
says she has "no recollection" of the 


event. A medical investigation has 
confirmed that this was not a pre- 
existing medical condition. 

My epilepsy is now well controlled, 
but I surrendered my licence several 
times in the early days, when I was 
still adjusting to the medication and 
had *breakthrough" seizures. The rules 
are clear: if you have a seizure you 
must immediately inform the DVLA 
and cannot apply to drive again for a 
year, when you must have the support 
of your neurologist. 

If you don't follow the neurologist's 
treatment plan (by not taking your 
medication, for example) and have 
an accident, you could be prosecuted. 
Breakthrough seizures are rare in 
people with well-controlled epilepsy, 
and are usually caused by a predictable 
trigger such as changing medication 
or excessive stress. 

When I have been exposed to 
triggers, I don't drive even when 
legally allowed to do so. 

After my first seizure 13 years ago I 
was diagnosed with epilepsy, and have 
since taken medication twice a day 
every day, including through two 
pregnancies. My condition is known 
as idiopathic, which means they don't 
know why it developed. 

Having epilepsy has changed my 
life. When my kids were small I was 
told not to carry them down the stairs 
or bathe them alone. I've had shoulder 
surgery after repeated, agonising 
dislocations. I am careful about 
alcohol, stress and tiredness. I live in 
fear of SUDEP — sudden unexplained 
death in epilepsy — which is when 
someone dies during a seizure. 

I am not equating this with the 
trauma of losing a child. But the idea 
that a woman who was unlucky 
enough for her first seizure to cause 
a fatal crash is liable is wrong. 

The Epilepsy Society says that one 
in 20 people will have a seizure at 
some point in their life (although 
not all will have repeated seizures): 
"Epilepsy can be diagnosed at any 
stage of a persons life and a first 
seizure may happen without warning. 
It could happen to any one of us.” 

When I developed epilepsy I merely 
had to learn how to manage it. As 
well as having to deal with that, 
Freemantle might spend the rest of 
her life feeling unbearable guilt for an 
event she simply could not control. 


| MES Travel Offers 


— — n, 


A YAN 


Epe 


15 DAYS NOW FROM 


£2,592 


per person 


his extraordinary tour 

begins amid the excitement, 

noise and kaleidoscopic 
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the River Kwai, you'll journey into 
Cambodia, to explore the Khmer 
citadel of Angkor Thom, discover 
the vast serenity of Angkor Wat, 
and the palaces and museums of 
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Penh. A scenic boat journey 
through the Mekong Delta brings 
you to Ho Chi Minh City - 
formerly and famously Saigon - 
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tour of South East Asia. 
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of four-star hotels in Bangkok 
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n spring 1893 — the warmest on i 
record — two newlyweds moved , 
to an old cottage in the village l 
of Denham, Buckinghamshire. 
They had met at art school and 
run away to be married, but had 
only a small allowance. The 
cottage, a former alehouse, was 
tiny. From time to time a confused 
customer would knock, expecting a 
glass of beer. Still, the couples future 
was crammed with possibility. 

Perhaps you are familiar with the 
husband. He was William Nicholson, 
knighted in 1936 for his portraits of 
Edwardian society, though it is the 
still lifes he painted for his own 
pleasure — all plump-bellied silver 
bowls and burnished lustreware — 
that have accrued a cult following. 

You won't know his wife, Mabel, but 
she became an artist too — a painter 
of great spirit and curiosity, whose 
contribution to English modernism 
has been entirely overlooked; her story 
told only as a footnote to those of her 
husband and her famous sons — the 
abstract artist Ben Nicholson and the 
architect Kit Nicholson. 

There is another reason. Few artists 
win renown without salting away a 
significant body of work, and Mabel, 
who waited until her four children 
were grown to paint in earnest and 
died at 47, wasn't granted the chance. 
Even so, her finest paintings suggest 
an artist of such tensile strength you 
wonder what she might have become. 

An exhibition about Mabel opens 
at the Grange Gallery in Rottingdean, 
East Sussex, this month to coincide 
with her first biography. Curated by 
me and David Bomford, it has the 
support of her descendants, who have 
loaned paintings, prints and personal 
items. These include an album into 
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which Mabel pasted hundreds of i e e 
photographs of her children and l 
friends, illuminating her practice in 
startling and wonderful ways. l 
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Kit's face. Mabel appears in a mirror. 
References to her work vanish in 
about 1917. We can only guess at the 
reason, but to Ben, away in California, 
she wrote frequently of her fear: Tony 
had been sent to the front line, and it 
infected her every waking thought. 
The last letter Ben received from 
Mabel is dated May 31, 1918. In June, 
Tony came home on leave, 
unknowingly nursing a deadly strain 
of influenza. Mabel met him in 
London before they returned to Wales. 
A sequence of photographs taken in 
the garden there, the family and 
friends squinting in the June sunshine, 
were almost certainly taken then. It's 
hard to see into the shadow cast by 
Mabel' hat, but she looks content. 
She wanted so much to be with him, 
Graves wrote, "that when the doctor 
came, she took quantities of aspirin, 


We have also borrowed works from 
the Tate, Scottish National Galleries 
and the National Portrait Gallery, 
nearly all of which have been in 
storage since they were acquired. 
Together the exhibition — Mabels 
first in more than a hundred years — 
and book will be the most complete 
portrait of the artist yet. 

Extracting Mabel from the shadows 
has not been easy. She left little trace, 
not least by ripping, snipping or 
scratching her face from a number 


Painter Mabel Nicholson was a success in her lifetime, 
but her husband and sons hog the history books. 
Biographer salutes a modernist master 


Above, clockwise from 
top left: The Grange, 
Rottingdean, 1911, 


them in her letters. Holding the 
maternal and creative parts of her in 
tension felt at times impossible. "It is 


"are of her vitality and busting up 
of conventions." 
After Denham, the Nicholsons 


of photographs. There's a smeared such a relief to feel I am free for the by Mabel Nicholson; moved to a charming house beside reduced her temperature and 

palette, a bundle of letters, her moment as I haven't been able to leave 1 A Bloomsbury Family, the gates of Blenheim Palace. Nancy, pretended to be all right. But she knew 
paintings — about 20 of a possible 46 the children at all since I came back,” 1907, by William who in 1918 married the poet Robert that the ghosts in the mirrors knew 
are accounted for — and a jumble of she wrote to Ben in 1914. Orpen; Nicholson with | Graves, was born there. After that the truth. She died in London on 15 
reminiscences. The fullest account of All of which makes Mabel's meteoric ' her son Ben c 1896 came Hampstead and Bloomsbury, July [actually July 13] a few days later. 


rise the more incredible: she exhibited 
in London, and earned enough 

from a single painting to commission 
Edwin Lutyens to build her a studio 

in the grounds of The Grange, the 
Nicholsons' East Sussex home and the 
setting for this show. Its interior has 
been remodelled (it was used as a 
barracks during the Second World 
War) but you can stand where Mabel 
painted The Grange and see, as she did 
in 1911, light pour through the long 
window onto the floor. 

She was born in Edinburgh in 1871, 
the youngest child of Dr David Pryde 
— headmaster of a girls' school — and 
his wife, Barbara, whose uncles had 


her life was written by the novelist 
Marguerite Steen, Williams late-life 
partner, who rode roughshod over 
history to present her long-dead rival 
as nervy, glowering, indolent, 
spendthrift and insular. 

The evidence pointed to someone 
else altogether: a born rebel with a 
resourceful intelligence, a friend to 
children, a whizz at cards. Her 
“purpose and integrity ... was the thing 
that meant most to me", Ben recalled 
in 1944, "the rock on which my whole 
existence has been based". 

The latter phrase might equally 
apply to Mabel'5 painting, into which 
he and her other children, Tony, 


where William Orpens 1907 portrait 
— A Bloomsbury Family — shows 
Mabel fashionably attired in a stole, 
feathered hat and necktie. The Orpens 
were friends, and Ben recalled that 
"whenever Grace Orpen and my 
mother got together they became 
completely wild". A holiday in Margate 
ended with them "far out to sea in full 
evening dress almost up to their necks". 
In Rottingdean Mabel ignited, 
painting suddenly “with an ease and 
certainty hair-raising to William", 
Steen writes. Some of her finest 
paintings date from these years, 
including Family Group — a subtly 
disquieting conversation piece 


Her chief solace, as she lay dying, was 
that Tony had got his leave prolonged 
on her account.” Weeks later, Tony 
died of gunshot wounds in France. 

In 1920 Ben and Nancy staged an 
exhibition of Mabel’s paintings in 
London. It was favourably reviewed 
by The Times and Sunday Times but 
from then on Mabel's posthumous 
reputation faded. 

Steen, William’s second wife, came 
to believe that Mabel's ghost haunted 
her. Since she also described meeting 
a reincarnated Egyptian princess we 
oughtn' to take the story too seriously, 
though she hit on a truth: Mabel's 
paintings may look like realism, but 


Prydie: The Life and 
Art of Mabel Pryde 
Nicholson is at the 
Grange, Rottingdean, 
East Sussex, July 20 


Nancy and Kit, are viscerally bound. been Royal Scottish Academicians. At | to August 26, featuring Tony, Nancy, Kit and their they harbour enough emotion that it 
Perhaps the choice of subject was 17 she persuaded her parents to let her | rottingdeanheritage. nanny beneath a large model ship — is as if she left a faint emanation of 
inevitable, given she fitted painting attend Hubert von Herkomers then org.uk. Mabel and Kit in the Glass with Nancy and herself, and her relationships with her 
around other responsibilities: the world-famous art school in Bushey, Nicholson by Lucy Sammy, the painting that financed the , children, behind. To look at them is 
social visits and the endless meals, Hertfordshire, where she earned Davies is published garden studio. Now lost, a photograph ' to be shuttled back to the moments of 
sending her children books they might | some notoriety. “All the small stories by Eiderdown Books confirms its brilliance: a tumble of their making, in a Bloomsbury square, 


like when away at school, encouraging | I remember about mother,” Ben said, on July 20 scale and reflections held in tension by ; or on a bright day in East Sussex. 
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More 


Your weekday brain boost =“ 


Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra | Sudoku fiendish Train Tracks 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 


from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself. 


6 5 11 5 44 5 


Samurai medium 


Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length. 


-= N OU O OOo FF OQ 


e . 
Killer tricky B 
Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 93,9 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target Futo shiki 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells Fill the blank squares so that every row and 


joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated. column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 


once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (7) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it. 
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Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com [| 4 [] [.] » [| 
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alphabet appears in 119|3|2/5|8|6|7|4 8/6/7|2|5/9|3|4|1 "M 
the grid at least once. 2/3|6|1/7|9|4|8|5|7|2|1|9 3|6|4|2|5|8|1|7 5 
Use the letters already 7|5|1/8/6|4|3|2|9|5,4|6|7 1|8]3|9]6|5|2]4 7 
provided to work out 9/8/4/5/2/3[1/6/7|8/9/3/5/2/4[8/1/7]9/ 3/6 3 
the identity of further Fesa sin 4 
letters. Enter letters in 2/9lelt'al7]4l5la Mi 
. the main grid and the 39 7[5|8|4|6 1|2|9 7 8|8 4,5 |6|9]2 1|7]8 3 
Place the numbers 1 to 9 in smaller reference grid 5/6|4]2/|3|1|9|7|8|3|5|4|1/6|2]8|5|7|3|9]4 
the spaces so that the until all 26 letters of 8itizis |7|9[5|3|4|e|1|2|8|9|7|1|4|3|5|6]2 
number in each circle is the alphabet have been 1/4/3[7]9/5]/2/8/6 4|8|3|2|7|1|e|s|o| FUTOSHIKI 
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television & radio 


Can this man rescue the British economy? 


ROBERTO RICCIUTI/GETTY IMAGES 


Ben 
Dowell 
TV review 


Skint 
Channel 4 
ooo 


! will know from his lon, 


collective groan may well 
have been heard across 


Britain’s living rooms 


when Skint: The Truth 
About Britain's Broken 
Economy with Tim Harford came 


on. Especially as the economics 


journalist was essentially lecturing 

us about Britain's problems from the 
sidelines, with no hope or expectation 
of getting his hands on the dirty 
levers of power, unlike some people 


now occupying the airwaves. 


Still, this felt fresh because Harford 
was an impartial voice who focused 
almost exclusively on the numbers in 
the assured manner Radio 4 listeners 


g-running ' 
series More or Less. And they | 
didn't make pretty viewing as he ! 
stood in his trust-me T-shirt, jeans i 
and brown suede shoes before an l 
endless array of graphs showing low : 
productivity and underinvestment, i 
low pretty much everything. ! 

Given many of the ills he identified — | 
started in 2010, this will probably be l 
watched most uncomfortably in 
Conservative central office. Since that , 
first year of Tory rule the number of ' 
people sleeping rough has doubled, we | 
were told, and investment in assets i 
and infrastructure remains at just 
3 per cent of government spending. i 

But this wasn't lefty tub-thumping. — ! 
He noted that the tax take is as high — | 
as it was in the Forties, i 
recovering from the war, and he didn't. | 
see that as a particularly good thing. — | 
And while he called Liz Trusss 49 days ' 
in office a "catastrophe", Harford said | 
that at least she had identified an i 
urgent need to grow the economy. 

As a viewing experience, it was like | 
being given a must-do-better report by ! 
a kindly, articulate economics teacher | 
on school dress-down day. Harford has : 
a hypnotic, plausible quality: Adam | 
Curtiss authority and vocal delivery | 
without the woo-woo theorising. And  ! 
he has a way with metaphor too — i 
using mechanised car washes to l 
symbolise technical investment, with — ! 
ı those dodgy-looking hand-wash places ı Tim Harford gave a must-do-better report on the nation's finances 


when we were 


“ 


that seem to be everywhere these days 
being the opposite. 

And like all the best teachers, he 
tried to be positive for the next term, 
ending his film with a visit to 
Cambridge and a rallying cry to 
embrace AI. It was hard to dispute his 
point that people in comfortable 
white-collar jobs who are now terrified 
of this technology didn't show quite 
the same horror when miners' 
livelihoods were being usurped by the 
forces of progress in the Eighties. 

There were some omissions. You 
don't have to be a cold-hearted 
Gradgrind to have wished for a precise 
definition of what he meant by 
"poverty". And in addressing the 
easy solution" of building houses on 
greenbelt land, he didn't really talk 
about a growing population or the net 
migration figures that Nigel Farage is 
so keen to discuss. 

When an image of pretty 
countryside appeared behind him, he 
looked over his shoulder and seemed 
to give a slightly withering look. Once 
you build on green land you cannot 
get it back, some might say, but this 
was a lecture where all the talking 
heads were there to support the 
argument. This needed some 
dissenting voices, some grit in the 
oyster. Harford is essentially a numbers 
man and stats do tell a compelling 
and important story. It just isn't the 
only one. A for effort, though. 


Radio choice 
Ben Dowell 


Glad to Be Grey 
Radio 4 Extra, 10.30am 
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Among the many things l 
that the Classics scholar l 
and presenter Mary Beard, | 
above, is known for is her f 
grey hair. However, inthis  ' 
programme, which was i 
first broadcast in 2016, l 
she says that society is i 
reluctant to embrace this i 
shade. Her journey begins i 
in a posh Mayfair salon | 
where she is bluntly 
informed that her hair is 
“dreadful” and given a l 
consultation as to how and | 
why she should colour it. i 
While pink streaks are 
tempting, she is perturbed — 
by pressures on women l 
to mask their age. ' 
Meanwhile, the University — : 
of Cambridge classicist 
Simon Goldhill defends i 
his use of hair dye. i 
i 
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| 
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OUR TV NEWSLETTER 
Sign up to a weekly briefing of 
the only shows you need to watch 
thetimes.com/bulletins 


Times Radio 
Digital, web, smart speaker, app 
5.00am Rosie Wright with Early Breakfast 
6.00 Aasmah Mir and Stig Abell with Times 
Radio Breakfast 10.00 Matt Chorley 1.00pm 
Andrew Neil. Interviews, comment and 
analysis 2.00 Jane Garvey and Fi Glover. Live 
discussion 4.00 John Pienaar with Times 
Radio Drive 7.00 The Evening Edition 

with Kait Borsay 10.00 Carole Walker 
1.00am The Story 1.30 Highlights from 
Matt Chorley 2.00 The Best of Times Radio 


Radio 2 


FM: 88-90.2 MHz 

6.30am The Gaby Roslin Breakfast Show 
9.30 Vernon Kay. Natasha Bedingfield 
chooses her top tunes in this week’s Tracks 
of My Years 12.00 Jeremy Vine 2.00pm 
Scott Mills 4.00 0J Borg 6.30 0J Borg's Half 
Wower 7.00 Jo Whiley's Shiny Happy 

aylist 7.30 Jo Whiley 9.00 The Jazz Show 
with Jamie Cullum 10.00 Trevor Nelson's 
Magnificent 7. Uplifting tunes and essential 
throwbacks 10.30 Trevor Nelson’s Rhythm 
Nation. Simon Marlin shares his Musical 
Youth 12.00 Phil Williams 3.00am Pick of 
the Pops (r) 4.00 Owain Wyn Evans 


Radio 3 


FM: 90.2-92.4 MHz 

6.30am Breakfast 

Petroc Trelawny presents Radio 3's classical 
breakfast show. Including 7.00, 8.00 

News. 7.30, 8.30 News headlines 

9.30 Essential Classics 

Georgia Mann plays the best in classical 
music with discoveries and surprises rubbing 
shoulders with familiar favourites 

1.00pm Classical Live 

Elizabeth Alker plays music from home and 
abroad, including Brahms’s 2nd Piano 
Concerto, featuring the BBC Philharmonic 
and the South Korean pianist Sunwook Kim. 
The string quartet is Schubert's B Flat Major 
string quartet, played in a live BBC recording 
by internationally renowned Takacs Quartet. 
Bacewicz (Overture for orchestra — 1943); 
Bach (Viola da Gamba Sonata in D BWV. 
1028; and Cantata BWV115 — “Mache dich, 
mein Geist, bereit"); De Falla (Three Cornered 
Hat, Suite No 1); Schubert (String Quartet in 
B flat D. 112); Mozart, Vikingur Olafsson 

— arranger (Vesperae solonnes de 
confessore K. 339 — V. "Laudate Dominum 
omnes gentes”); Mozart (Idomeneo 

K. 366 — excerpts); and Brahms 

(Piano Concerto No 2 in B flat Op 83) 


= 


4.00 Composer of the Week: 

Richard Strauss (1864-1949) 

Donald Macleod explores key figures in 
Strauss's life, and this edition takes a look at 
his wife, the soprano Pauline de Ahna. 
Strauss died two days short of what would 
have been their 55th wedding anniversary, in 
September 1949 and Pauline followed him 
less than a year later. Strauss (Guntram, Op 
25 — Act 2, Overture; Morgen — Tomorrow, 
Op 27 No 4; Ein Heldenleben, Op 40 — No 3, 
Das Helden Gefahrtin; Intermezzo, Op 72 — 
Act l, Sc1 "Anna, Anna! Wo bleibt denn nur 
die dumme Gans?" Symphonia Domestica, 
Op 53 — 2b, Wiegenlied; 3, Adagio; and Four 
Last Songs, Op posth — No 4, Im Abendrot) 
5.00 In Tune 
Sean Rafferty welcomes the pianist Arsha 
Kaviani to the studio to play live and share 
the eclectic array of music on his new album 
7.00 Classical Mixtape 
A selection of classical favourites mixed with 
olk and music from around the world 
7.30 Radio 3 in Concert 
i Jeannin, the BBC National Orchestra and 
orus of Wales perform world premieres by 
Alexander Campkin and Dani Howard, 
alongside Poulenc's Stabat Mater. Featuring 
ti 

a 


a 


e percussionist Dame Evelyn Glennie 

nd the soprano Julieth Lozano Rolong. 
Presented by lan Skelly in BBC Hoddinott 
Hall in Cardiff. Dani Howard (Percussion 
Concerto); Alexander Campkin (Sounds of 
Stardust); and Poulenc (Stabat Mater) 

.45 The Essay: Forever Songs 

folk musician Karine Polwart recounts a 
nique collaboration during the lockdown of 
020, considering in this essay the power 
song to transport to a place and time 
10.00 Night Tracks 

Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents an adventurous, 
immersive soundtrack for late-night listening 
11.30 ‘Round Midnight 

Soweto Kinch presents the best in jazz 

with a particular focus on the British scene 
12.30am Through the Night 


Radio 4 


FM: 92.4-94.6 MHz LW: 198kHz MW: 720 kHz 
5.30am News Briefing 

5.43 Prayer for the Day 

5.45 Farming Today 

6.00 Today 

9.00 The Life Scientific 

Jim Al-Khalili talks to the clinical 
geneticist Dr Anne Child (2/7) 

9.30 Is Psychiatry Working? 

A look at treatments for mental health 
disorders and if they are working (2/4) 
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10.00 Woman's Hour 

Nuala McGovern presents the magazine 
offering a female perspective on the world 
11.00 Add to Playlist 

With recorder and baroque flute player Heidi 
Fardell and pianist Keelan Carew (6/6) (r) 
11.45 Obsessed with the Quest 

Roger Munns recounts his experience of 
filming the humpback heat run (2/5) (r) 
12.04pm Call You and Yours 

1.00 The World at One 

1.45 Buried: The Last Witness 

Dan and Lucy test fish that people buy to 
eat, and Michael Sheen gets in touch with a 
warning that something is causing a rise in 
illnesses, including testicular cancer (7/10) 
2.00 The Archers (r) 

2.15 Drama: Riot Girls — The Fall Down 
By Melissa Murray. Having escaped from The 
Seven's compound, Maya and Horace head to 
lanchester in a bid to rescue Jan's baby. 
Lauren Cornelius stars (3/3) (r) 

3.00 The Gatekeepers 

How social media was used to influence 
several elections in 2016 (4/8) (r) 

3.30 Beyond Belief 

Faith in the modern world (1/8) 

4.00 How to Prepare for Government 
Cleo Watson and Helen MacNamara go 
ehind the scenes of the civil service 

4.30 When It Hits the Fan 

e world of crisis management (10/12) 
5.00 PM 

6.00 Six O'Clock News 

6 

E 


.30 Munya Chawawa's 

lection Doom Scroll 

e comic brings a distinctive voice to 
the General Election. Last in the series 
7.00 The Archers 

Justin takes the bull by the horns 

and Emma's concerns grow 

7.15 Front Row 

Arts programme 

8.00 File on 4 

Issues of major concern 

8.40 In Touch 

Presented by Peter White 

9.00 Wokewash 

Investigating how brands are using 
feminism to boost their profits (2/4) (r) 
9.30 The Bottom Line 

The policing of copyright law (4/8) (r) 
10.00 The World Tonight 

With James Coomarasamy 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: 

Glorious Exploits 

By Ferdia Lennon (2/10) 

11.00 Uncanny USA 

Danny Robins investigates reports of 
supernatural activity Stateside (10/10) 


11.30 Michael Spicer: No Room — 
Election Special 

The satirist takes on everything that is 
wrong with the election (r) 

11.45 Call Jonathan Pie 

Pie tries to convince Sam to vote (r) 
12.00 News and Weather 
12.30am Obsessed with the Quest 
Broadcast earlier (2/5) (r) 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As BBC World Service 


Radio 4 Extra 


Digital only 

8.00am Turf Wars 8.30 The Confession 
8.45 Valley of the Dolls 9.00 Munya 
Chawawa's Election Doom Scroll 9.30 
Parkmasters 9.45 Daily Service. An act of 
worship led by Angel Morgan 10.00 A Good 
Read. With Chris and Xand van Tulleken 
10.30 Glad to Be Grey. Mary Beard 
investigates a growing reluctance to 

embrace grey hair. See Radio Choice 
11.00 Monk's Hood 11.30 Bolt 12.00 
Moving 12.30pm The Goon Show 1.00 Turf 
Wars 1.30 The Confession 1.45 Valley of the 
Dolls 2.00 Quote — Unquote 2.30 A Whole 
‘Nother Story 3.00 Dick George — Private 
Investigator 4.00 A Good Read 4.30 Glad to 
Be Grey 5.00 Monk’s Hood 5.30 Bolt 6.00 
Moving 6.30 The Goon Show 7.00 Turf Wars. 
By Simon Brett 7.30 The Confession. By 
Jessie Burton 7.45 Valley of the Dolls. By 
Jacqueline Susann. Originally broadcast in 
2005 8.00 Quote — Unquote. With Georgie 
Morrell, Lissa Evans, and Daliso Chaponda 
8.30 A Whole ‘Nother Story. Cassie feels life 
is treating her well 9.00 Dick George — 
Private Investigator. Hollywood spoof with 
Francis Matthews 10.00 Comedy Club: 
Munya Chawawa's Election Doom Scroll. The 
viral satirist takes a look into Keir Starmer's 
phone 10.30 Liam Williams — Ladhood. Liam 
searches for hedonism at Cambridge 
University 11.00 At Home with the Snails. 
Comedy, by Gerard Foster. From 2002 11.30 
We Are Klang. Comedy with Greg Davies 


Radio 5 Live 


MW: 693, 909 
5.00am Wake Up to Money 6.00 5 Live 
Breakfast 9.00 Nicky Campbell 11.00 Naga 
Munchetty 1.00pm Tennis. Coverage from 
day two of Wimbledon 4.00 5 Live News 
4.30 5 Live Sport. Build-up to commentary 
on Romania v Holland 5.00 5 Live Sport: 
Romania v Holland (Kick-off 5.00). 
Commentary on the UEFA euro 2024 last-16 
match from Munich Football Arena 


7.30 5 Live Sport 8.00 5 Live Sport: Austria 
v Turkey (Kick-off 8.00). Commentary 

on the UEFA Euro 2024 last-16 match from 
Leipzig Stadium 10.30 Gordon Smart 
1.00am Dotun Adebayo 


talkSPORT 


W: 1053, 1089 kHz 
5.00am Early Breakfast 6.00 talkSPORT 
Breakfast with Jeff Stelling 10.00 Euro 
GameDay Warm Up 1.00pm Euro GameDay 
Live 4.00 Live Euro GameDay: Romania v 
Holland (Kick-off 5.00). Commentary on the 
EFA Euro 2024 last-16 match from Munich 
Football Arena 7.00 Live Euro GameDay: 
Austria v Turkey (Kick-off 8.00). 
Commentary on the UEFA Euro 2024 last-16 
match from Leipzig Stadium 10.00 Euro 
Sports Bar 12.00 Extra Time 


Talk 


igital only 

5.00am James Max. The day's top stories 
6.30 Mike Graham 10.00 Julia Hartley 
Brewer 1.00pm lan Collins 4.00 Jeremy 
yle 7.00 Kevin O'Sullivan 10.00 

etrie Hosken 1.00am Paul Ross 


6 Music 


igital only 
5.00am Chris Hawkins 7.30 Nemone 10.00 
ary Anne Hobbs 1.00pm Craig Charles 
4.00 Huw Stephens 7.00 New Music Fix 
aily 9.00 Riley & Coe 11.00 Song Exploder 
12.00 6 Music's Indie Forever 1.00am 
aximum R&B — The Birth of The Who 3.00 
Glastonbury Live Sets 2024. With PJ Harvey 
3.30 Glastonbury Live Sets 2024. Featuring 
Janelle Monae 4.00 The 6 Music Playlist 


Virgin Radio 
Digital only 
6.30am The Chris Evans Breakfast Show 
with webuyanycar 10.00 Vogue Williams on 
The Ryan Tubridy Show 1.00pm Jayne 
Middlemiss 4.00 Ricky Wilson 7.00 

Bam 10.00 Olivia Jones 1.00am Sean 
Goldsmith 4.00 Steve Denyer 


Classic FM 


FM: 100-102 MHz 

6.30am Breakfast with Dan Walker 9.00 
The Classic FM Hall of Fame Hour with Dan 
Walker 10.00 Alexander Armstrong 1.00pm 
Anne-Marie Minhall 4.00 Margherita Taylor 
7.00 Relaxing Evenings 10.00 Calm Classics 
1.00am Bill Overton 4.00 Early Breakfast 


p 
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Viewing Guide 
Ben Dowell 


Inheriting the 


Castle 


BBC4, 10pm 


of Franz Kafka’s 
masterpiece The Castle, 
and not just because of 
its title. Martin 


Top 
pick 


Storyville 
story is 


LI 

| 

l 

| 

I 

| 

[i 

' 

1 
This bleak l 
LI 

| 
reminiscent l 
LI 

LI 

LI 

LI 

LI 


Benchimol's film 
follows Justina, who 
has been rewarded by 
her former employer 
for her work as her 
maid with the bequest 
of'a turreted mansion 
in the grassy plains of 
Argentina. The only 
condition is that she 
can never sell it. And as 
with Kafka's novel, 
which follows its 
protagonist's relentless 
struggle to gain access 


to an unknowable 
castle, there is 
something listless about 
her experiences. The 
60-year-old Justina 
lives in the pile with her 
20-year-old daughter 
Alexia, who seems 
stuck in this desolate 
region where her 
dream of becoming a 
racing driver may go 
unfulfilled. As any 
British landowner 
knows, having a huge 


| property doesn't make i 
| you wealthy and this i 
! odd couple scrape a l 
| living, sometimes by i 
ı slaughtering one of [ 
| their cows (which the ! 
, animal-loving Justina  , 
| finds hard to do). For : 
| the rest of the time they | 
; meander around in a l 
| film that seems to 
| deliberately eschew i 
ı narrative, shape and l 
| drive. Set pieces such as | 
ı a glimpse of the cute i 


black lamb who lives l 
in the house with i 
them are diverting, l 
but both women feel 
unknowable, especially | 
Justina whose loyalty — | 
to her former employer , 
remains mysterious. ! 
The real star of this 
film is the damp, misty | 
landscape which seems  ' 
to eat its way into the ' 
gloomy interior — as | 
a spectacle, it’s i 
unforgettable. i 


Lyles, Shericka Jackson 
and Dina Asher-Smith 


champion. And 


at the efforts by 


to reach the top 


There is no greater 
accolade in athletics 
than being a sprint 


whetting our appetites 
for the Paris Olympics 
this month is a look 


international athletes 


competition. Sha'Carri 
Richardson, Noah 


| 

! are among the big 

i names popping up in 

| the series, which 

| begins by following 

| their preparation for 

| the 2023 World 

; Championships in 

| Budapest. There is a 
slightly corporate feel 
; to the series, which is 
ı made in partnership 

| with the International 
; Olympic Committee. 


$ 
EQ 


HPM 10PM 9PM 8PM 7PM 


Late 


BBCI 


6.00am Breakfast. News, entertainment and weather 


9.30 M 


orning Live. Gethin Jones and Helen Skelton 


present the weekday morning magazine show, featuring 


topical 
Scam 


discussion and expert advice for viewers 10.45 


nterceptors. A dog groomer’s social media account 


has been hacked by scammers, and bank fraudsters are 
calling vulnerable people and trying to leverage money 


from tl 
properti 


em 11.15 Homes Under the Hammer. Featuring 
ies in Llanfynydd, Derby and Southend-on-Sea 


(AD) 12.15pm Live Wimbledon 2024. Coverage of the 


early p 
from tl 


ay on day two of the Grand Slam tournament 
e All England Club, featuring men's and ladies" 


first-round matches on the outside courts 1.00 BBC News 


at One; 
1.45 BI 
2024. 


and la 


Weather 4.30 Live MOTI 


Weather 1.35 BBC Regional News; Weather 
C News at One; Weather 2.00 Live Wimbledon 


urther coverage of day two of the Grand Slam 
tournament from the Al 


England Club, featuring men's 
ies’ first-round matches 4.00 BBC Regional News; 
— Uefa Euro 2024: Romania v 


Hollan 
last-16 


meet for only the secon 


7:15 


7.45 


9.00 


10.00 


10.30 
10.40 


11.20 


(Kick-off 5.00). Coverage of the penultimate 
match from Munich Football Arena, as the sides 
time in a major finals 


BBC2 


6.30am Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. Matt Tebbutt 
presents more highlights from the series, with Emma 
Bunton facing her food heaven or hell (r) 8.00 Sign Zone: 
The Great British Sewing Bee. The sewers take on 
children's week, in which they must put their twist on a 
sequin bomber, fashion fancy dress from beach towels and 
get inspired by their younger selves (r) (AD, SL) 9.00 BBC 
News 11.00 Live Wimbledon 2024. Coverage of the early 
play on day two of the tournament from the All England 
Club, featuring men's and ladies’ first-round matches on 
the outside courts 12.15pm Politics Live. The big political 
issues of the day 1.00 Live Wimbledon 2024. Isa Guha 
and Clare Balding present further coverage of day two of 
the Grand Slam tournament from the All England Clu 
featuring men’s and ladies’ first-round matches. Reigning 
ladies’ champion Marketa Vondrousova is scheduled to 
get the day's proceedings on Centre Court under way. The 
Czech became the first unseeded woman to win the title 
after defeating Ons Jabeur in the showpiece match. Last 
year, it was Elena Rybakina who entered as champion, 
while eventual men’s champion Carlos Alcaraz got his 
tournament under way with a victory over Jeremy Chardy 


ITVI 


6.00am Good Morning Britain. News current affairs and 
lifestyle features 9.00 Lorraine. Entertainment, current 
affairs and fashion news, as well as showbiz stories and 


gossip. Presented 
A mix of chat, lifestyle features, advice an 


y Lorraine Kelly 10.00 This Morning. 


competitions. 


Including Local Weather 12.30pm Loose Women. More 
celebrity interviews and topical debate from a female 


perspective 1.30 | 


V News; Weather 1.55 Regional 


News; Weather 2.00 James Martin’s Great British 


Adventure. The chef goes on a culinary roa 


trip around 


the UK (r) 3.00 Lingo. Two friends from Gloucestershire 
and Buckinghamshire, and two sets of sisters from 


Bradford and Manc 
game. Hosted by Adil Ray (r) 4.00 Tipping 


ester compete in the word-based 
oint. Ben 


Shephard hosts the arcade-themed quiz in which 
contestants drop tokens down a choice of four chutes 
in the hope of winning a £10,000 jackpot (r) 5.00 The 


Chase. Bradley Walsh presents the general 


nowledge 


quiz show, as four contestants pit their wits against 
one of the ruthless Chasers in the hope of winning 

a potential prize pot worth thousands of pounds (r) 
6.00 Regional News; Weather 6.30 ITV News; Weather 


Channel 4 


6.25am Cheers (r) 7.15 Everybody Loves Raymond (r) 
(AD) 9.05 Frasier (r) (AD) 11.05 Great Canal Journeys. 
A look back at Timothy West and Prunella Scales' travels 
in Sweden (r) (AD) 12.05pm Channel 4 News Summary 
12.10 Help! We Bought a Village. The owners of a hamlet 
in France welcome guests to a 50th birthday party (r) 
1.10 Car SOS. Fuzz Townshend and Tim Shaw restore a 
965 German classic car (r) (AD) 2.10 Countdown. Ranvir 
Singh is in Dictionary Corner 3.00 A Place in the Sun. A 
couple seek a villa in Villamartin on Spain’s Costa Blanca 
(r) 4.00 Renovation Nation. A Scottish couple learn how 
to make stained-glass windows for their chapel 
renovation (AD) 5.00 A New Life in the Sun: Where Are 
hey Now? A former vegan cafe owner fights to keep her 
Spanish dream alive but wine experts are at the top of 
their game in France (r) 6.00 Four in a Bed. The rivals 
arrive at Rosita Guest House in Weston-super-Mare, 
where the hosts dream of perfect scores. Things get off to 
a great start — until unexpected items turn up (r) 6.30 
he Simpsons. Marge babysits Ned Flanders’ boys so he 
can attend a convention, while Homer takes the Simpson 
children to an animal retirement home (r) (AD) 


Channel 5 


6.00am Milks 
iscusses the issues of the day 11.15 Storm Huntley. 
ebate on the 
riends. Phoebe fails to impress her boyfriend's parents 
(r) 1.10 Frien 
hanksgiving (r) 1.40 5 News at Lunchtime 1.45 Home 
and Away. Mackenzie and Felicity are called into Salt by 
er for a team meeting, and Mali continues to 
struggle with 
oards (r) (AD) 2.15 FILM: My Lover, My Killer (PG, 
TVM, 2021) A divorced woman finds a seemingly 
wonderful man on a dating app, but starts to suspect he 
iller. Thri 
ico Ball 4.00 
Costas, a bride-to-be is running late on the biggest day of 
er life, while a woman sets off to enjoy a milestone 
ration (r) 5.00 5 News at 5 6.00 Party Election 
roadcast. By tl 
A dog handler finds himself on the tail of a runaway car, 
officers receive intel that a residential home is emitting a 
familiar aroma of marijuana, and the Knife Crime Team 
ead out to the northern suburbs (r) 6.55 5 News Update 


Xan 


isa 


celel 


ake! 9.15 Jeremy Vine. The broadcaster 
lay's talking points continues 12.45pm 


s. Rachel's sister joins the gang for 


irby's lax attitude to working at Mantaray 


er starring Candice Marie Singleton and 
argain-Loving Brits in the Sun. On the 


e Labour Party 6.05 Police Interceptors. 


BBC News at Six; Weather 


Live Wimbledon 2024 Further 
coverage of day two of the prestigious 
grass-court tournament from the All 
England Club, featuring more men's 
and ladies’ first-round singles matches. 
British hope Dan Evans eventual lost 
6-2, 6-3, 6-7, 6-4 to France's Quentin 
Halys in the final match on Centre 
Court in day two last year 


The Repair Shop Dean Westmoreland 
is presented with a 70-year-old pair of 
roller skates, Mark Stuckey tries to 
repair a 1960s radiogram record player, 
David Burville has a look at a 
handmade toy fire engine and Suzie 
Fletcher tries to repair a freedom 
fighter s wallet (r) 


BBC News; Weather 


BBC Regional News and Weather 


MOTD: Uefa Euro 2024 Highlights 
Action from the seventh and eighth 
ast-16 matches in Germany, 

eaturing Romania v Netherlands from 
unich Football Arena and Austria v 
Turkey at Leipzig Stadium 


The Sisters Brothers (15, 2018) 
n the American West during the 
850s, two gunfighter brothers are 
employed by a businessman to kill a 
man named Hermann Warm. Western 
drama starring John C Reilly, Joaquin 
Phoenix, Jake Gyllenhaal, Riz Ahmed 
and Rutger. See Viewing Guide(AD) 


1.15am Euro 2024 Match Replay A last-16 match 


from th 


e tournament in Germany 3.10-6.00 BBC News 


A dangerous business: inside the 


Our gripping new investigative podcast, Cocaine Inc. sheds light on the global cocaine industry, where profits are 


counted up in mi 


7.00 Live Wimbledon 2024 Further 
coverage of day two of the prestigious 
grass-court tournament from the AII 
England Club, featuring more men's 
and ladies’ first-round singles matches 
7.45 Grand Tours of Scotland's Lochs 
The Kyles of Bute to Dunoon (r) 
8.00 Your Home Made Perfect 

Angela Scanlon presents the property 
makeover show. Architects Laura 
Jane Clark and Will Foster compete 

to remodel the house of a Belfast 
couple who want a perfect kitchen and 
a safe route to the garden (4/8) (r) 


9.00 Today at Wimbledon Qasa Alom 
presents highlights of the second 
day's play at the All England Club, 
where the first round continued 

in the men's and ladies’ singles. 
Reigning ladies" champion Marketa 
Vondrousova was among those set 
to be in action on Centre Court today, 
10.00 Keeping Up Appearances Hyacinth 
plans a nautical supper, but events 
take an unexpected turn (7/7) (r) 
Newsnight Headline analysis 
presented by Victoria Derbyshire 


10.30 


11.05 Red Joan (12, 2018) 

An elderly widow is arrested for 
treason, and shares the story of 

her life as the KGB's longest serving 
agent in the British government. 
Cold War espionage drama starring 
Judi Dench and Sophie Cookson (AD) 


12.40am Sign Zone: Springwatch A celebration of 
Roy Dennis, a man dedicated to bringing species back 
from the brink, and Megan McCubbin gets to know the 
beavers of Argarty (r) (SL) 1.35 The Outlaws. The outlaws 
race against time to prove their innocence (r) (AD, SL) 
2.40-3.10 Great Coastal Railway Journeys (r) (AD, SL) 


lions and losses 


7.00 


10.30 


11.00 
11.15 


Live Uefa Euro 2024: Austria v 
Turkey (Kick-off 8.00). Mark 
Pougatch presents coverage of the 
ast-16 match from Leipzig Stadium, 
where the line-up for the quarter- 
inals is completed. Austria have been 
one of the standout performers of the 
tournament, gaining plaudits even in 
their opening defeat to France, which 
they followed up with victories over 
Poland and the Netherlands. Turkey 
ave also tasted defeat, in a 3-0 loss 
to Portugal, and might have hoped for 
opponents other than the Austrians 
in the last 16, given that they were 
ammered 6-1 Ralf Rangnick’s side 

as recently as March. With analysis 
rom Karen Carney, Joleon Lescott and 
Gaizka Mendieta, with commentary 

y Sam Matterface and Lee Dixon 


ITV News 


Regional News 


Boris Becker: The Rise and Fall 

A look into the expensive Miami 
divorce and the shocking revelations 
that came with it that led to the start 
of Boris Becker's financial decline. With 
contributions from attorneys (2/2) (r) 


12.10am Shop on TV 3.00 The Leader Interviews — Sir 
Keir Starmer: Tonight. Paul Brand sits down with Labour's 
Keir Starmer to examine the party's policies, as well as 
finding out more about the man who wants to be the next 
PM (r) (SL) 3.25 On Assignment (r) (SL) 3.55 Unwind 
with ITV 5.10-6.00 Tour de France Highlights (r) (AD) 


7.00 Channel 4 News 


8.00 Bake Off: The Professionals In the 
quarter-final, the five remaining teams 
are tasked to create a plated dessert 
celebrating caramel, and a display of 
frozen lollipops within a delicate sugar 
sculpture, inspired by a Winter 


Wonderland theme (8/10) (AD) 


9.00 Super Surgeons: A Chance at Life 
A professor tries to remove a tumour 
between a 74-year-old's oesophagus 
and stomach, while a surgical 
oncologist tackles a 30-year-old's 
tumour in her groin, which has been 
causing her problems since the age of 
eight. See Viewing Guide (3/4) (AD) 
10.00 Emergency An 84-year-old heads in 
to a surgery with a 50-50 chance of 
survival, a 33-year-old needs an 
operation on his pelvis to give him any 
chance of walking on a prosthetic leg, 
while Kent Surrey and Sussex Air 
Ambulance bring a 42-year-old in after 
a collision on the M25 (2/4) (r) (AD) 


11.05 The Rest Is Politics: Election 
Special Former Labour spin doctor 
Alastair Campbell and former 
Conservative MP Rory Stewart bring 
their podcast to the screen as 

they discuss the latest from the 
General Election campaign 


12.10am Embarrassing Bodies (r) (AD) 1.05 
Ramsay's Kitchen Nightmares USA (r) (SL) 1.50 Car SOS 
(r) (AD, SL) 2.40 FILM: Hampstead (12, 2017) 
Comedy drama starring Brendan Gleeson (AD, SL) 4.25 
Can Al Steal Your Vote? — Dispatches (r) (AD, SL) 

5.20 Frasier (r) (AD) 5.45-6.25 Countdown (r) 


7.00 


7.55 


8.00 


9.00 


11.05 


measured out in murders. Follow the trail with us across four continents. 


Our Great Yorkshire Life Farmers 
Rob and Dave Nicholson plan a day of 
fossil hunting for their brother Richard, 
plus journalist Christa Ackroyd travels 
to Halifax in West Yorkshire to find 
out more about the life of the town's 
most famous heroine Anne Lister 

5 News Update 


The Yorkshire Vet Peter Wright has 
an equipment malfunction at the 
Greens’ farm and Julian Norton 
performs emergency surgery on a 
poorly spaniel. Matt Smith searches 
for a way to get two snakes out of 

a watercooler bottle, where they are 
stuck, and check if they are healthy 


The Baby Scandal That Shocked 
The World The story of the internet 
adoptions of twin babies by two 
separate families on two different 
continents, and the transatlantic 
custody battle and media storm that 
ensued. The programme revisits 

the custody case for the twin girls 
through each of the mothers' eyes 
— Tranda, the birth mother, Vickie, 
the American adoptive mother, and 
Judith, the Welsh adoptive mother 


999: Critical Condition A 42-year-old 
man is rushed into Royal Stoke after a 
cardiac arrest at home, while a patient 
is taken straight into resus after 

his legs take the full impact of an 
explosion from a gas canister (5/8) (r) 


12.05am Traffic Cops A dangerous driver (r) 1.05 


PlayOJO Live Casino SI 


ow 3.05 Call the Bailiffs: Time to 


Pay Up (r) 3.40 Ketchup vs HP Sauce 4.45 Wildlife SOS 
(r) (SL) 5.05 House Doctor (r) (SL) 5.30 Entertainment 


News on 5 5.40 Milks 


ake! Monkey's Amazing 


Adventures (r) (SL) 5.45-6.00 Paw Patrol (r) (SL) 
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Secrets of the 


| e 
London lines. It was the very | Eclipse 
Underground first station to install an | PBS America, 8.30pm 
Yesterday, 8pm escalator and the first Made before April’s 


| 

1 

| 

1 

i 

| 
Tim Dunn, the l 
enthusiastic train | 
obsessive, and his l 
equally keen co-host | 
Siddy Holloway are l 
back with more tales ! 
from the deepest 
| 

| 

| 

| 


reaches of the London 1951. It’s a lot more 
Underground. The new ' interesting than it 
series kicks off at Earls | sounds. 


Sky Max 


6.00am NCIS: Los Angeles (r) 7.00 SEAL Team 
(r) (AD) 8.00 The Flash (r) 9.00 Stargate SG-1 
(r) 11.00 NCIS: Los Angeles (r) 12.00 The Flash 
(r) 1.00pm MacGyver (r) 3.00 Hawaii Five-0 (r) 
4.00 S.W.A.T (r) (AD) 5.00 SEAL Team (r) (AD) 
6.00 Stargate SG-1. Replicator bugs multiply (r) 
7.00 Stargate SG-1. The team heads for the 
planet Euronda in response to a plea for help (r) 
8.00 Agatha Raisin. A scathing news article 
hurts Agatha's business, but then one of 
Charles's wealthy friends asks her to 
investigate a series of death threats (r) (AD) 
10.00 The Walking Dead. Worrying events are 
unfolding at a camp outside the prison (r) 
11.00 The Force: North East. Police hunt for the 
mother of a three-year-old found alone (r) 
12.00 The Walking Dead: The Ones Who Live. 
Rick and Michonne's journey is not as easy as 
they had hoped and full of danger (r) (AD) 
1.00am An Idiot Abroad (r) (AD) 2.00 

Road Wars (r) 3.00 Hawaii Five-0 (r) 4.00 
S.W.A.T (r) (AD) 5.00 Highway Patrol (r) 


Court station on the 
Piccadilly and District 


to install automatic 
lifts. Over at Alperton 
station, also on the 
Piccadilly line, 
Holloway finds an 
escalator built for the 
Festival of Britain in 


1 . 
ı Great American 


Sky Atlantic 


6.00am Fish Town (r) 7.55 Six Feet Under 

(r) 10.05 Gomorrah (r) 12.15pm Game of 
Thrones (r) (AD) 1.20 The Sopranos (r) 3.30 
Six Feet Under (r) 5.45 Gomorrah (r) 

7.55 Game of Thrones. Ned tries to stop Robert 
from entering the tournament after a death 
threatens to overshadow the event (r) (AD) 
9.00 True Detective: Night Country. Navarro 
and Danvers seek out a local hairdresser for 
insight on Annie, which leads to a tip about 
another former Tsalal worker. Tensions grow 
between Danvers and Leah (3/6) (r) (AD) 
10.10 House of the Dragon. Fantasy drama set 
200 years before the events of Game of Thrones 
and telling the story of House Targaryen. 
Starring Matt Smith and Emma D'Arcy (r) 
11.30 Band of Brothers. Easy Company makes 
the grim discovery of a concentration camp as 
the soldiers finally enter Germany (9/10) (r) 
12.40am The Newsroom (r) 1.45 The Deuce. 
Abby befriends a graffiti artist (r) (AD) 2.55 
Game of Thrones (r) (AD) 4.00 Fish Town (r) 


| 
| 
| 
f 
| 
solar eclipse, this T 
documentary may feel | 
a little after the event. | 
However, the passion 
of the scientists and the | 
way the programme i 
packs in an array of | 
compelling information | 
make it worth a watch. | 
An eclipse is, as one l 


Sky Documentaries 


6.00am The Movies (r) 7.00 Discovering: Gary 
Oldman (r) (AD) 8.00 The Directors (r) 9.00 The 
Nineties (r) 10.00 Juan Carlos: Downfall of the 
King (r) 11.00 Shaq (r) (AD) 12.00 One South: 
Portrait of a Psych Unit (r) 3.00pm Urban 
Secrets (r) 4.00 The Directors (r) 5.00 
Discovering: Gary Oldman (r) (AD) 

6.00 The Nineties. A look at terrorism (r) 

7.00 Shaq. Shaquille signs a record-setting 
contract with the Los Angeles Lakers (r) (AD) 
8.00 | Am Johnny Cash. A celebration of 

the country singer-songwriter (r) (AD) 

9.45 My Icon: Denise Lewis (r) (AD) 

10.00 FILM: Spitfire (PG, 2018) The story of 
the British single-seat fighter plane the 
Supermarine Spitfire, designed by RJ Mitchell 
and famous for its role in the Battle of Britain 
12.00 FILM: GoldenEra (12, 2022) The story 
of the creation and legacy of the 1997 Nintendo 
64 video game GoldenEye 007 (AD) 2.00am 
Arthur Miller: Writer (r) 4.00 The Directors (r) 
5.00 Discovering: Gary Oldman (r) (AD) 


cocaine industry 


Listen for free via the OR code, or wherever you 


find your podcasts 


BBC3 


7.00pm Celebrity MasterChef. Katie Price, Dion 
Dublin, Joe Swash, Will Kirk and Melissa Johns 
are challenged to prepare a Jamaican street food 
favourite and a dish for a dinner party (AD) 
8.00 Top Gear. James May drives a Toyota Hilux 
up an active Icelandic volcano 

9.00 Peacock. Andy is diagnosed with low 
testosterone and is troubled (Al 
9.30 Peacock. Kara offers Andy the chance to be 
a fitness influencer. Last in the series (AD) 
10.00 Glastonbury: Rock & Indie. A selection of 
the best rock and indie performances from 
Glastonbury festival 2024 held in Somerset 
11.00 This Country. Kerry's dad Martin is 
accused of being a Peeping Tom (AD) 

11.25 This Country. Kerry and Kurtan explore 
the possibility of moving away from their village 
as Kurtan receives the exciting news that he 
could go to college to study for a GNVQ (AD) 
11.50 Brickies. Documentary following young 
bricklayers on a housing development 

in Stoke-on-Trent (1/6) (AD) 
12.20am Brickies (AD) 12.50 This Country 
(AD) 1.45 Calamity James. Comedy short 2.00 
Peacock (AD, SL) 2.55-3.55 Brickies (AD) 


ITV2 


6.00am CITV 9.00 World's Funniest Videos 
9.30 Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
10.00 Love Bites (AD, SL) 12.00 Dress to 
Impress 1.00pm Deal or No Deal 2.00 
Supermarket Sweep 3.00 Charmed 4.00 
Dawson’s Creek 5.00 Dress to Impress 

6.00 Celebrity Catchphrase (AD) 

7.00 Deal or No Deal. Game show 

hosted by Stephen Mulhern 

8.00 The Masked Singer US. Three saved 
contestants go head-to-head 

9.00 Love Island. The couples face more twists 
and turns as the competition heats up 

10.05 Extraordinary. Jen helps Jizzlord search 
for his past as Carrie considers drastic solutions 
10.40 Family Guy. Peter becomes Tom Tucker's 
agent as he pursues his dream (AD) 

11.10 Family Guy. Lois prepares a Thanksgiving 
meal for friends and family (AD) 

11.40 American Dad! (AD) 

12.10am American Dad! (AD) 12.40 G'wed 
1.15 Celebrity Karaoke Club 2.15 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.50 

Unwind with ITV 3.00 Teleshopping 


BBC4 


7.00pm Sicily: The Wonder of the 
Mediterranean. Michael Scott tells the story 

of how the Christian Byzantine Empire was 
swept aside by a Muslim Arab invasion 

from North Africa. Last in the series (AD) 

8.00 One Foot in the Grave. Victor takes up art 
and Margaret is happy to see the back of him 

— until she learns what he has been drawing 
8.30 Butterflies. Ria struggles to ignore 
Leonard, and a piece of artwork turns out to be 
significant for the whole family 

9.00 Dam Busters Declassified. Martin Shaw 
explores the 1943 raid by 617 Squadron (AD) 
10.00 Inheriting the Castle: Storyville. 
Following an indigenous Argentinian who has 
been rewarded by her former employer for her 
lifelong work as her maid with a mansion deep 
in the Argentinian Pampa. See Viewing Guide 
11.15 Eugenics: Science's Greatest Scandal. Part 
two of two. Documentary exploring the scientific 
idea involving selective breeding (2/2) (AD) 
12.15am Stonehenge: The Lost Circle Revealed. 
The bluestones of Stonehenge (AD) 1.15 Sicily: 
The Wonder of the Mediterranean (AD) 
2.15-3.15 Dam Busters Declassified (AD, SL) 


ITV3 


6.00am Classic Emmerdale 7.00 Classic 
Coronation Street (AD) 8.05 Agatha Christie's 
oirot (AD) 10.30 The Royal (AD) 11.40 
Heartbeat (AD) 1.40pm Classic Emmerdale 
2.40 Classic Coronation Street (AD) 3.50. 
nspector Morse. A deaconess is killed (AD) 
6.00 Heartbeat. The coppers struggle to catch 
the culprits behind sheep rustling (AD) 

7.00 Heartbeat. A woman is involved in a 
it-and-run following a local dance (AD) 

8.00 Midsomer Murders. Things take a 
gruesome turn when the circus comes to town, 
ringing with it threatening notes and 

deathly dangerous circus acts (AD) 

10.00 Wire in the Blood. Tony becomes absorbed 
in a bizarre chain of murders in which each 
perpetrator becomes the next victim. Cannibal 
iller Michael shares his plan to escape. Thriller 
starring Robson Green (5&6/8) (AD) 

11.50 The Royal. Dr Ormerod returns to 

work after his accident, and a new nurse starts 
making her rounds on the wards (1/12) (AD) 
12.40am Upstairs, Downstairs. Double bill 

of the period drama 2.30 Teleshopping 


Talking Pictures 


6.00am FILM: The Blue Parrot (PG, 1953) 
(b/w) 7.20 What's On TPTV with Noel 7.30 
FILM: Night Mail II (PG, 1987) 8.00 
Sherlock Holmes (b/w) 8.35 FILM: The 
Assassination Bureau (PG, 1968) 10.45 
FILM: The Turners of Prospect Road (PG, 
1947) (b/w) 12.00 Worzel Gummidge 
12.35pm FILM: Albert RN (PG, 1953) (b/w) 
2.20 FILM: Brighton Rock (PG, 1948) (b/w) 
4.10 FILM: Murder in Reverse (PG, 1945) 
(b/w) 5.45 Look at Life 5.55 The Beverly 
Hillbillies (b/w) 6.30 Scotland Yard 

7.05 The Capone Investment (3/6) 

7.35 Dangerous Assignment (b/w) 

8.05 Manhunt. The SS takes Gratz into custody 
9.05 FILM: The Intruder (15, 1961) Racial 
drama starring William Shatner (b/w) 

10.45 Cellar Club with Caroline Munro 

10.50 FILM: Eyes of Laura Mars (15, 1978) 
Thriller starring Faye Dunaway and Raul Julia 
12.55am Cellar Club with Caroline Munro 1.00 
FILM: Mansion of the Doomed (18, 1976) 
2.40 Cellar Club with Caroline Munro 2.45 
FILM: The Whole Truth (PG, 1958) (b/w) 
4.25 FILM: Mohawk (PG, 1956) Western 


ITV4 


6.00am Great Racehorses 6.20 The Sweeney 
(SL) 7.20 Minder (AD) 8.20 Dempsey and 
Makepeace (AD) 9.25 UEFA Euro 2024 
ighlights 10.25 Made in Britain (AD) 11.00 
four de France Highlights 12.00 Live Tour de 
rance. Coverage of stage four 4.45pm 

he Sweeney 5.55 BattleBots 

7.00 Tour de France Highlights. Gary Imlach 
presents action from stage four 

8.00 World Rally Championship Highlights. The 
ally Poland. Action from the seventh round, 
eld on gravel roads around the Mragowo County 
9.00 River Monsters. Investigating deaths in 
the waters of America's tourist hotspots 

9.30 River Monsters. Jeremy Wade visits 
lorida to investigate more tales of fatal attacks 
10.00 FILM: Skyscraper (12, 2018) 

A security expert must infiltrate a burning 
skyscraper, 225 storeys above ground, when his 
family is trapped inside by criminals. Action 
thriller starring Dwayne Johnson (AD) 
12.05am All Elite Wrestling: Rampage 1.05 
Minder (AD, SL) 2.00 Auto Mundial 2.30 
Unwind with ITV 3.00 Teleshopping 


astrophysicist puts it, 
the universe saying, i 
“Hey, here I am. Pm l 
dynamic and doing : 
stuff.” The film is also  : 
good on the lessons we ' 
can take from watching ; 
the sun's corona during | 
an eclipse — the solar | 
storms that become i 
more visible are l 
potentially dangerous | 
and could one day l 
disable most of the | 
world's technology. l 


Channel 4, 9pm 


Super Surgeons: 
A Chance at Life 


make a diagnosis: 
Lauren has a rare 
cancer called myxoid 


8 years old, she 


later, up-to-date 


Sky Arts 


6.00am La Traviata 8.00 The Joy of Painting 
9.00 Tales of the Unexpected (AD) 10.00 Alfred 
Hitchcock Presents 11.00 Discovering: Tim 
Robbins 12.00 The Joy of Painting 1.00pm 
Tales of the Unexpected (AD) 2.00 Inside Art: 
Bristol Street Art at M Shed (AD) 3.00 The 
Danish Collector: Delacroix to Gauguin 4.00 
Discovering: Michael Keaton. The life and career 
of the American actor 5.00 The Joy of Painting 
6.00 Tales of the Unexpected (AD) 

7.00 Alfred Hitchcock Presents. Double bill 
8.00 The Art of the Garden. A look at Alistair 
Baldwin's design for Kinross House 

9.00 Dickens: Phantoms and Fictions. 
Exploring Charles Dickens’ supernatural tales 
10.00 DH Lawrence: Sex, Exile and Greatness 
11.00 Art's Wildest Movement: Mannerism. 
Waldemar Januszczak explores the style 
12.15am Isle of Wight Festival 2024 2.15 
Battle of the Bagpipes 3.15 Simple Minds: 
Music Icons 3.45 National Trust: National 
Treasures (AD) 5.00 The Art of Architecture 


When Lauren, who 
is now 30, was just 


complained to her 
mother about a lump 
in her groin. Nothing 
was found at the time, 
but when the growth 
returned many years 


medical science could 


surgical oncologist 
Myles Smith at the 


Royal Marsden hospital 


is the third of four 
episodes of the latest 


LI 

| 

l 

| 

l 

I 

| 

' 

LI 

! hopes to remove. This 
LI 

LI 

| to astound with its 
LI 

LI 

LI 

LI 


of medical care. 


Sky Main Event 


6.00am SSN Euro Report 7.00 Good Morning 
Euros. Round-up of the all the news from the 
2024 UEFA European Football Championship 
8.00 Good Morning Euros 9.00 Good Morning 
Euros 10.00 SSN Euro Matchday 11.00 SSN 
Euro Matchday 12.00 SSN Euro Matchday 
1.00pm SSN Euro Matchday 2.00 SSN Euro 
Matchday 3.00 SSN Euro Matchday 4.00 SSN 
Euro Matchday 5.00 SSN Euro Matchday 

6.00 SSN Euro Matchday. A round-up of the last 
news from UEFA Euro 2024 in Germany, 
featuring reports from the team camps 

7.00 SSN Euro Matchday 
8.00 SSN Euro Matchday 
9.00 SSN Euro Matchday 
10.00 SSN Euro Report 
10.30 Back Pages Tonig 
11.00 SSN Euro Report 
12.00 SSN Euro Report. A round-up of the last 
news 1.00am SSN Euro Report 2.00 SSN Euro 
Report 3.00 SSN Euro Report 4.00 SSN Euro 
Report 5.00 SSN Euro Report 


E Audio 


[n], 


| Film4 


| 11.00am Journey to the Center of the 


Earth (U, 1959) Sci-fi adventure starring Pat 
Boone (AD) 1.40pm The Guns of Navarone 
(PG, 1961) Second World War adventure 

starring Gregory Peck (AD) 4.50 The Guns | 
of Fort Petticoat (PG, 1957) Western 

starring Audie Murphy and Kathryn Grant 

6.30 Star Trek (12, 2009) The first mission of 
the starship Enterprise leads the crew into 


| a battle with a Romulan. Sci-fi adventure 


starring Chris Pine and Zachary Quinto (AD) 
8.55 Django Unchained Interview Special 

9.00 Venom: Let There Be Carnage (15, 
2021) Eddie Brock tries to re-ignite his career | 
by interviewing a serial killer, who then becomes 
the host of another symbiote. Comic-book 
fantasy sequel starring Tom Hardy (AD) 

10.55 Dredd (18, 2012) A law enforcer in a 
post-apocalyptic city must fight his way out of a 
tower block dominated by a ruthless crime lord. 
Sci-fi thriller starring Karl Urban (AD) 
12.45am-3.30 Dune (PG, 1984) Rival 
factions plunge a desert world into war as they 
battle to control a priceless substance found 
there. Sci-fi fantasy with Kyle MacLachlan 


Drama 


6.00am Teleshopping 7.10 London's Burning 
8.00 Doctors 9.20 Classic Holby City 10.40 
Classic Casualty 11.40 The Bill 12.40pm Classic 
EastEnders 2.00 London’s Burning 3.00 Born 
and Bred 4.10 Tenko 5.15 Birds of a Feather 
6.00 Waiting for God 

6.40 Are You Being Served? 
7.20 Last of the Summer Wine. As Clegg and 
Truly prepare to face life without Compo, 

a letter arrives from his son Tom 
8.00 Dalziel & Pascoe. A leading football club’s 
team bus is hit by a train, and the post-mortem 
examination on the victims reveals it was not an 
accident. Stephen Beckett guests (2/5) (AD) 
10.00 New Tricks. The detectives investigate 
why five years earlier a man disappeared 

during his morning run (6/10) (AD) 

11.00 Soldier, Soldier. The lads receive an 
emergency call while on jungle manoeuvres, and 
rush off to the village adjacent to their camp, 
which has just been devastated by a cyclone 
12.10am Footballers’ Wives. lan is summoned 
for crisis talks 1.15 Call the Midwife (AD) 2.25 
Classic Holby City 4.00 Teleshopping 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 


More4 


8.55am A Place in the Sun 10.25 A New Life in 
the Sun 11.25 Find It, Fix It, Flog It 12.30pm 
Come Dine with Me (AD) 3.10 Four in a Bed 
5.50 Chateau DIY. Reaching the final stages 

of the Marquis Salon restoration (AD) 

6.55 Car SOS. A 1986 Rover SD1 that ended up 
rotting away in a dirty lock-up (AD) 
7.55 Grand Designs. Kevin McCloud meets a 
couple planning to build a 21st-century version 
of a historic longhouse on their smallholding 
in the Derbyshire Dales (5/11) (Al 
9.00 PopMaster TV. Five pop music aficionados 
take part in the final. Last in the series 

10.00 The Secret World of Biscuits. A look at 
the rivalry between players in Britain’s biscuit 
industry with stories of copycats, high court 
battles and cost-cutting. Last in the series (AD) 
11.05 24 Hours in A&E. Cameras follow a 
woman who is rushed to A&E after being flung 
from a go-kart at speed, and a man who trapped 
his finger between two shopping trolleys (AD) 
12.10am 999: On the Front Line. Paramedics 
help a man having an epileptic seizure 1.15 The 
Secret World of Biscuits (AD) 2.20 24 Hours in 
A&E (AD) 3.25-3.55 A Place in the Sun 


Yesterday 


6.10am Train Truckers 8.00 Abandoned 
Engineering (AD) 10.00 The World at War 
11.00 World War Weird 12.00 Great British 
Railway Journeys 1.00pm Antiques Roadshow 
2.00 Bangers & Cash (AD) 4.00 The World at 
War 5.00 Secret Nazi Bases 
6.00 Antiques Roadshow. From Leicester's 
Museum of Science and Technology 
7.00 Bangers & Cash. Paul hits the road to 
collect an old navy ambulance that served 
its time as a holiday camper (AD) 
8.00 Secrets of the London Underground. New 
series. Tim Dunn and Siddy Holloway explore 
Earl's Court station, where the old and the 
modern sit side by side. See Viewing Guide (AD) 
9.00 Bangers & Cash. A rusty 1970 Fiat 500 
goes under the hammer — Derek reckons it is 
the kind of vehicle that has to be saved (AD) 
10.00 Bangers & Cash. A rare 1964 Ford Capri 
Consul coupe comes up for auction (AD) 

11.00 Abandoned Engineering. A group of 
rusting ships stranded in a desert (1/8) (AD) 
12.00 Great British Railway Journeys 1.00am 
Train Truckers 3.00 Teleshopping 


liposarcoma, which the 


series, which never fails 


stories of the brilliance 
of those at the forefront 


Film The Sisters 


Brothers 
BBCI, 11.20pm 


During the California 
gold rush, two fraternal 
assassins pursue a 
chemist who has 
invented a formula for 
finding gold deposits. 
Joaquin Phoenix is 
Charlie Sisters, the 
volatile killer to John C 
Reilly's soft Eli Sisters. 

ı (15, 2018) 


Variations 


BBC2 Wales 

As BBC2 except: 11.05pm First Minister's 
Questions. The FM answers questions from the 
Senedd 12.05am Coast. Nick Crane travels 
from London to Belgium, and Mark Horton 
reveals Bruges’s role in the history of 
brick-making (r) 12.35-12.40 Planet Earth: 

A Tale of Three Bears. The dangers faced by 
black bear cubs in Minnesota (r) 


ITV1 Wales 

As ITV1 except: 11.15pm-12.10am 
Sharp End. Political discussion, 
presented by Rob Osborne 


STV 

As ITV1 except: 11.00pm-11.15 STV News 
12.10am-3.00 Shop on TV 3.55-5.10 Night 
Vision. News, sport and weather 


BBC Scotland 
7.00pm The Seven 7.30 Scotland's Greatest 
Escape. A father and daughter try out three 
well-being retreats (r) 8.00 The Women 

Who Changed Modern Scotland. Kirsty Wark 
explores life in the devolution era. Last in the 
series (r) (AD) 9.00 Facelift. Darren and Tom 
welcome the arrival of their baby girl (r) (AD) 
10.00 FILM: Harry Birrell Presents Films of 
Love & War. The life of Harry Birrell, who 
recorded everything with a wonderfully 
cinematic eye on thousands of feet of 
high-quality 16mm film. Narrated by Richard 
Madden (2019) 11.30-12.00 Roaming in 

the Wild. Andrew O'Donnell and Mark Taylor 
cycle from John O'Groats to Cape Wrath. 

Last in the series (r) (AD) 


BBC Alba 
6.00am Alba Today 5.05pm Live World Rugby 
U20 Trophy: Scotland v Samoa (Kick-off 5.15). 
Coverage of the Pool A match from Hive 
Stadium in Edinburgh. Commentary by Derek 
Mackay 7.10 Binneas — Na Trads. A 2023 
performance by Peatbog Faeries (r) 7.30 
SpeakGaelic. Joy Dunlop guides viewers 
through the first steps of speaking Gaelic (r) 
8.00 An La (News) 8.30 Bothag Phadruig. 
Peter plants a yew tree that he brought up 
from Glasgow 9.00 An Lot (The Croft) (r) 
10.00 Trusadh — Clann a’ Mhansa An La 
An-Diugh (r) 11.00 Machair (r) 11.25 Fraochy 
Bay (r) 11.30 Alleluia! (Spiritual Music & 
Verse) (r) 12.00-6.00am Alba Today 


S4C 
6.00am Cyw: 0g y Draenog Hapus (r) 6.10 Jen 
a Jim Pob Dim (r) 6.25 Abadas (r) 6.40 Sali 
Mali (r) 6.45 Fferm Fach (r) 7.00 
Cymylaubychain (r) 7.10 Sam Tan (r) 7.20 
Crads Bach y Traeth (r) 7.25 Pablo (r) 7.40 
Ahoi! (r) 8.00 Bing (r) 8.10 Caru Canu a Stori 
(r) 8.20 Gwdihw (r) 8.35 Octonots (r) 8.45 
Sbarc (r) 9.00 Brethyn a Fflwff (r) 9.05 Sion y 
Chef (r) 9.20 Byd Tad-Cu (r) 9.30 Pentre Papur 
op (r) 9.45 Deian a Loli (r) 10.00 0g y 
raenog Hapus (r) 10.10 Jen a Jim Pob Dim (r) 
10.25 Abadas (r) 10.40 Sali Mali (r) 10.45 
ferm Fach (r) 11.00 Cymylaubychain (r) 11.10 
Sam Tan (r) 11.20 Crads Bach y Traeth (r) 
11.25 Pablo (r) 11.40 Ahoi! (r) 12.00 News; 
Weather 12.05pm Cwpwrdd Epic Chris (r) 
12.30 Ffermio (r) 1.00 Prynhawn Da 1.55 
jews; Weather 2.00 Live Seiclo: Tour de France 
4.30 0g y Draenog Hapus (r) 4.35 Pentre 

apur Pop (r) 4.45 Fferm Fach (r) 5.00 
Stwnsh: Mwy o Stwnsh Sadwrn 5.25 Bwystfil 
(r) 5.35 Lego DREAMZzz (r) 6.00 Cymry ar 
Gynfas (r) 6.30 Ma'i Off "Ma (r) (AD) 6.57 
jews 7.00 Heno 7.30 News; Weather 8.00 
obol y Cwm. Diane holds onto hope that Jason 
s still alive and Sioned can't help but feel that 
laya has betrayed her (AD) 8.25 Rownd a 
ownd. Arthur and Kelvin are left in charge of 
Kabs while Ken and Kay are in London and an 
ad sends Caitlin on an interesting adventure. 
Gwenno worries about lestyn's behaviour (AD) 
8.55 News; Weather 9.00 Seiclo: Tour de 
rance. Highlights of stage four, as Le Tour 
moved from Italy to France itself with a 

40km route from Pinerolo to Valloire 9.30 Y 
Byd yn ei Le. The latest from the Y Byd yn ei Le 
team on the 2024 election (r) 10.00 Taith 
Bywyd. Owain Llyr Williams takes the 
presenter, influencer and activist Jess Davies 
on her life journey, revisiting the important 
ocations, and the people that have influenced 
er (r) (AD) 11.00-11.35 Adre (r) 
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MindGames 


Tetonor Moderate No 479 


22 


34 


58|82 


When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 


example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could 


be paired to make 10 (446) and 24 


(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 


The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday 


For more puzzles, including 
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 
Train Tracks and Futoshiki 
go to page 10 


S m 
te 


N œ 
NN 
> 
N 
SS 
y 
SS, 
le) 
ESN 
> 


a 
> 
N 
SS 


NN 
SS 

S 

W 


a 
lap 
\ 

\ 
S 


if’ 72 YRS 
bc defgih 


Black to play. 

This position is from Martin 
Rueda-Bach, Titled Tuesday, 
chess.com 2024. 


White is a pawn ahead here and 
Black does not seem to have a 
great deal of compensation. 
However, there is a subtle 
weakness in the white camp that 
enables Black to make a decisive 
material gain. Can you identify 
this weakness and also work out 
the sequence that enabled Black 
to exploit it? 


LI 
LI 
LI 


Futoshiki No 4796 


Codeword No5256 


© PUZZLER MEDIA 


5 6 7 8 9 10 [t1 12 (413 


Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday's solution, right 


Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company's network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm). 


Lexica Easy No 7507 Hard No 7508 


ee eee IGIUIAIDINEI: 
T 

w 

ca 

» 

e 

PTIGIRIAIOIWIO 


Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters 


PO:B:IM:A:C:E; 


Kaku 


Train Tracks No 2284 


2 1 


2 2 4 5 6 6 


N ù Aà © Aà N A 


Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself. 


uintagram® Challenge 
Solve all five cryptic clues using each your mind 
letter underneath once only with puzzle 
books from 

1007's attraction (4) The Times 


2 Put up with uniform, getting into 
tights (5) 


3 Mazy run at Wembley, perhaps, 
making you drool? (7) 


— ril 


pliss 


THE sAGA, TIMES 


5 Wild pulse: urge to make lasting 
connection? (9) 


Do rime 
Dojrimim 
oir mig 
wizimiw 
MP Oc 
E|O |E]|o 
oye) 


timesbookshop.co.uk 


What are your favourite 


puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk 


Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 


[| LJ L 


only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 


annm 


vertical run of 
white squares 


add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 


or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 


O> DI 


than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares. 


o 


© 2010 KENKEN PUZZLE & TM NEXTOY. DIST. BY UFS, INC. WWW.KENKEN.COM 


All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line "block", the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol. 


mx n»n m 
nonnon 


Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(3 than the number next to it. 


© PUZZLER MEDIA 
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Cell Blocks No 5139 
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Brain Trainer 


times2 Crossword wo 9572 


HESE MEE 
" | mM B NM 
EERE NENNEN 
Pitt] MPT] tt 


oe & Divide the grid 
Li = into square or 
+12] 25 [x2] -4 | 95 [412 x2 | +8| "2 2 & rectangular 
58 OFIT OFIT OFIT z = bade fann m 
tt digit only. Every 
Li block must 
98 x5 «6 PA -78 h +87 +3 78 ko A 
z indicated by the 
digit inside it. 
fi 
^ 30% tuo z 
D 4| x6 4397 x4 |+578 ade (+975) Spe «298 x2 A 
q 


From these letters, make words of 


three or more letters, always including 


the central letter. Answers must be in 


the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 


Set Square No 3758 


Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1to 9 in 


pe 
[| 


the grid, so that 


capitalised words, plurals, conjugated the six sums 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending . work. We've 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. kx T =8 placed two 


How you rate 11 words, average; 
15, good; 21, very good; 28, excellent 


Yesterday’s answers 


numbers to get 


you started. 
Each sum 


LER MEDIA 
nu 
+ 


E 
+ 


should be 


Across 13 Traditional stew (6) bis, bish, bluish, blush, bus, bush, hilus - calculated left 
1 Gripped tightly (on to) (5) 16 Model with elfin features (4) his, ish, lis, lisp, lush, pish, plus, plush, psi, = = to right or top 
4 Occurring near the ocean 17 Armour-plated warship (8) pubis, publish, pus, push, ship, shlub, 18 5 to bottom. 


floor (4-3) 
8 Silence (13) 
9 Organisations interconnected 
internal computer system (8) 
10 Hebridean isle (4) 
12 Cultural environment (6) 


20 Tether restrictively (3,4) 
21 Capital city of Japan (5) 
22 Rabbit enclosure (5) 

23 Improve, augment (7) 


Down 


shul, sib, sip, slip, slub, sub, sup 


Please note, BODMAS does not apply 


1 Make (plans) definite (7) Quick Cryptic 2716 Codeword 5255 Kakuro 3754 
Solution to Crossword 9571 2 Dim, witless (13) 1[6 9/7 317 

3 Zone of ambiguity (4,4) 2 4|8| |7|8|9| |4|8]9 
4 Vehicle fuel (6) D 2,7/|5/9,6 8 | |31 
5 Undemanding, effortless (4) L a 3 : s 27 E 1 ale 
6 Make oneself heard (5,2) t 21) 158 9376 
7 Airliner passageway (5) 2/6 4|1|2 

" 11 First-class (3-5) 2 1[3| 897413 

A 14 Amphibian larva (7) R 3 : 1 à : 7 1 1 

D 15 Country house with farm 2 

F buildings attached (6) Train Tracks 2283 

A 16 Enchantress (5) 3 1224 

S 18 Compare (5) 

T 19 Caledonian body of water (4) 


Need help with today's puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company's 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm). 


Bridge Andrew Robson 


Todays deal comes from the 
World Bridge Federation Online 


Womens Teams on RealBridge, Teams ^- " 
kindly shown to me by Shireen ME -2x 
Mohandes. “It was a great event,” A952 Es] x mi 
she said, "but a real challenge to ^ A10432 ^KJ87 
organise the timings.” Yes, with 64 v6 W N el 9077 x 7+ 
teams from 31 countries, including $73 s #AQ85 | + | 
from the USA, Australia and «eKQ743 ^ Q965 MJ6 
Europe, I can really imagine that. Y AK1043 -|3|x 
Watch this fabulous defence to $94 Ww 
5% doubled by Jill Meyers (East) 4108 Futoshiki 4795 KenKen 6247 Lexica 7506 
and Kerri Sanborn (West) from the 4) [2] oe [8 
winning USA team, Seabass. S WGanbom) N —— E(Meyer) 
West knew dummy had very Pass 14(1) si [vU 5} Mj [2 
short spades, probably a void for 1v  14(2 3AG) Db 5] fa [Ble 3 H 
the 5¥ bid, so led her singleton Pass 44 5w(4) Dbl 
heart to cut down ruffs, East false- End 7] 3! m fel rs 
carding with the queen (a standard (1) Playing Strong Notrump and Five-card ^ D 
falsecard here because West would Majors. 2: isj»i3] O] la 


be very unlikely to lead a trump 
from Qx but may lead one from 
Jx). Declarer won the ace and, at 


Dealer: North, Vulnerability: East-West 


m2 o|[o «oo Aje 


n 


quare 3757 


Lexica 7505 


(2) Showing a fifth spade (West would 
make a negative double with four). 
(3) Splinter raise, showing a singleton or 


Today’s solutions 


trick two, led the nine of dia- Void spade and a raise to 4v . Concise Cryptic Brain 
monds. You may expect that East (4) Buoyed by the void. Quintagram.  -Quimagram, Trainer 
: N lStar 1 Bond Easy 55 
kep en Sa did not — she contract: 5Y Dbled, Opening Lead: Y 6 2 Bucks 2 House Medium 888 
ucked (Key play). 3 Wimpy 3 Dribble Harder 9,812 
Naturally, declarer now thought | . . 4 Harvester 4 Leather 
West held the queen of diamonds. six of diamonds. However, with 5 Beefeater 5 Superglue 


At trick three, declarer fell for the 


only one heart trick to come, that 


temptation to cash the king of was three down doubled. Word watch Quiz 
hearts, because she could actually Don't you love that diamond Mixte (b) A type of bicycle — ] Frog 2 Flip-flops 3 Walter 
make 5* (plus one indeed) if duck by Meyers, one of the tough- frame (Collins) . Raleigh, although both of 
hearts were 2-2 and the queen of est opponents on the planet. Mind, Zax (b) A tool for cutting those were already known 
diamonds was onside. However, you, so is her partner Sanborn, ; ; . Killer 9549 root slates {Chambers) RE à y 
West discarded (boo) and, when Who was the favourite bridge part- | AS with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, (on) (c) To coax or cajole from Spanish explorers 
declarer led a second diamond to ner of the late television producer | every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 2|6 9j415 3|s]7]1 4 Take That 5 Land of My 
the ten, East won the queen (more and duplicate pairs specialist Barry of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 1]4/,5|2 8|7|3 9,6 Chess — Winning Move Fathers 6 Phileas Fogg 
boo). Crane, who died under mysterious in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 7/3 8/1 69|4|52 1.. Nf! uncovers an attack 7 Today 8 Citizens band 
East promptly cashed thejackof circumstances in 1985. The mys- | lines, a digit cannot be repeated. (82/9 1/4/85 317] | against the d4-bishop After 9 The Doors of Perception 
hearts and switched to a spade. tery of his murder was finally 4/7 3|5 2 8|6 1]9 chose piece e8 10 Cologne 11 Endodontics 
Declarer ruffed in dummy and led solved 34 years later using the | Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 2 Ju 2 m $2 i 8 3 Oxf f5! exploiting the pin 12 Idaho 13 Juan Maria 
the king of diamonds, ruffing out Integrated Automated Fingerprint | 6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today's 24 tizas along the fifth rank Bordaberry 14 Boxing or 
East's ace. She then crossed to the Identification System. puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company's network z : 8 i 1 3 T 2 E bareknuckle boxing I5 Grey 


ace of clubs and cashed the jack- 


andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk 


access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm). 


Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) 


02.07.24 


For extra 
puzzles 
See page 10 


Sudoku wild No 15,036 Difficult No 15,037 Super fiendish No 


Word watch 
David Parfitt 


Mixte 
a A state of confusion or 


chaos 
b A type of bicycle 
frame 


c Courage, nerve 


Zax 
a Nothing, zero 
b A tool for cutting roof 


slates 
c A curse or evil spell 


Fleech 

a A medical doctor 

b The shaft of an arrow 
c To coax or cajole 


Answers on page 15 


The Times Daily 


1 A person experiencing 
temporary hoarseness 

is said to have which 
animal “in their throat”? 


2 “Thongs” is the 
name Australians 
give to which loose 
rubber sandals? 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

3 Which English ! 
explorer is given 
credit for introducing i 
both tobacco and l 
potatoes to Britain? ] 
| 

4 In 2014, Jason 
Orange announced his  , 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

l 

| 

| 

| 


departure from which 
boy band? 


5 Hen Wlad fy Nhadau 
is the Welsh title of 


which national anthem? ı 7 Launched in 1957, 
what is Radio 4's 
6 Originally based in “flagship news 


Consett, Co Durham, 
which snack brand was 


named after a Jules 
Verne character? 


and current affairs 
programme”? 


1Z Olav Bjortomt 


8 The CB in CB radio 


stands for what? 


9 Which 1954 book 


by Aldous Huxley 
describes his 
experiences with 
psychedelic drugs? 


The Times Quick Cryptic No 2717 by Breadman 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 


10 In which German 
city is the area of 
Keupstrasse known as 
“Little Istanbul”? 


11 Which dental 
speciality is concerned 
with the study and 
treatment of tooth pulp? 


12 Craters of the Moon 
is a national monument 
and preserve in which 
US state? 


13 Who served as 

he first president of 
Uruguays civic-military 
dictatorship from 1973 

o 1976? 


14 In which sport were 
he London Prize Ring 
rules adopted in 1838? 


15 Which creature is 
pictured? 
Answers on page 15 


Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct 


For interactive puzzles visit 
thetimes.com 


Bae SANTNANE 
ZEEE ME 
MENNE BE 

13 
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Across 
1 Holy man and Yankee cross 
legendary river (4) 


3 Mysterious European 
drunkard near Morecambe 
maybe (8) 

9 gen primate with gold hat 

7 


10 Solemn place of burial (5) 

11 Current sheep cause trouble 

12 Awful house with Rolls Royce 
inspector recalled (6 

14 East wind unsettled country 
forecaster and artist (5,8) 

17 Learner to probe snooker 
oo and complete game 


19 Jostle with the Spanish rower 
that’s at front (5) 

22 Stole tackle primarily on posh 
marine vehicle (1-4) 

23 Huge masculine chaps getting 
in Pilsner regularly (7) 

24 Dave's outside, wild about 
Republican postponement (8) 

25 a rid of flat-bottomed boat 


Down 

1 Philosopher's appeal for help 
acquiring case (8) 

2 Unknown bearing ingredient 
for bread? (5) 

4 Shout frantically over woman 
in a state (5,8) 

5 Leader of tour on nameless 
African river's a dynamic 
individual (5) 

6 Fully understand some cereal 
is expensive (7) 

7 Atthe home of companion, 
meze is limitless (4) 

8 Article for number one 
educationalist to review 
critically (6) 

13 Sort of T-shirt nautical team 
swill (4,4) 

15 Loaded spring no longer 
operative (4-3 

16 Relaxing novel read on motor 
yacht (6 

18 In East London, source of 
warmth yielding apple? (5) 

20 Outlaw trade union language (5) 

2] Parisian who finally found 
money in England (4) 

Yesterdays solution on page 15 
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TRAILFINDERS TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOU... 
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Local to You 


45 high street Travel Centres staffed with 
expert Consultants across the UK & Ireland 


Independent Trusted Travel Advice 
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Call TRAILFINDERS on 020 7368 1364, 
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Redemption for 
Ronaldo in tale 
of two 'keepers 


PORTUGAL 0 
SLOVENIA 0 
L mum 


After extra time. Portugal win 3-0 on penalties 


PAUL HIRST 


Frankfurt Arena 


Cristiano Ronaldos tears of misery 
turned into those of joy as Portugal 
scraped through the quarter-finals of 
Euro 2024 on penalties even though he 
missed a chance to kill the game against 
Slovenia from the spot in extra time. 

Jan Oblak clawed away Ronaldos 
penalty effort in the first half of the 
added half-hour after a foul on Francis- 
co Conceicao, but the Portugal captain 
slotted his spot kick past the Slovenia 
goalkeeper in the shootout. In his cele- 
bration, Ronaldo apologised to the Por- 
tugal fans behind the goal. 

Bruno Fernandes and Bernardo Silva 
scored their penalties and the Portu- 
guese hero was goalkeeper Diogo Cos- 
ta, who saved all three Slovenia penal- 
ties to send his team through to a quar- 
ter-final against France. 

Ronaldos extra-time penalty miss 
was an extraordinary event followed by 
an extraordinary show of emotion from 
the 39-year-old. At first there was a 
trickle of tears, then a cascade. As the 
players regrouped for a pep talk at half- 
time in extra time, Ronaldo stayed 
silent. Instead he covered his eyes as the 
tears flowed. He was comforted by Dio- 
go Dalot, his former Manchester 
United team-mate. 

Perhaps Ronaldo was overcome by 
emotion because of the events of nor- 
mal time. He missed two easy chances 
inside 90 minutes and failed to score 
from his four free-kick attempts. 

Benjamin Sesko could have won it for 
Slovenia in extra time but Costa re- 
pelled his shot when through on goal 
following an error from Pepe. It proved 
to be pivotal as Portugal claimed vic- 
tory thanks to more heroics from Costa. 

Portugal could not find a way past 
Slovenia in 90 minutes, despite 13 at- 
tempts at goal. It was a night of incredi- 
ble frustration for Roberto Martinez, 
and Ronaldo in particular. 

Ronaldo had performed well in Por- 
tugal’s group matches, particularly in 
the 3-0 win over Turkey, but here he 
was incredibly wasteful in front of goal. 

In one chance in the first half, he fail- 
ed to get on the end of a cross when un- 
marked six yards out. He then sent a 
fizzing free kick just over the bar, but 
wasted another from a tight angle. It 
was the same story after the break, 
when he shot over the bar and then 
straight at the goalkeeper with another 
two set pieces. 


oe] 
HOW THE SHOOT-OUT UNFOLDED 


EDN Portugal Læ Slovenia 
C Ronaldo W silicic 

B Fernandes v J Balkovec 

B Silva W BVerbic 


3 0 


When one on one with Jan Oblak in 
the 89th minute, the Portugal captain 
shot straight at the goalkeeper. The 
Slovenians behind the goal mocked 
Ronaldo by chanting the name of his 
great rival Lionel Messi. 

Rafael Leão, Vitinha and Bruno 
Fernandes looked lively but Portugal's 
lack of a killer touch in the box cost 
them. Martínez had played down the 
significance of the loss to Georgia but 
for some back in Portugal, it was an 
embarrassing episode. 

The main bone of contention was 
Martinez’s indecision when it came to 
his formation. He started the tourna- 
ment with three at the back, then 
switched to four, before returning to 
three. Here, he flipped again, starting 
with a back four. Initially, it looked like 
the right move. Nuno Mendes and Joao 
Cancelo gave Leão and Bernardo Silva 
plenty of support down the wings, and 
Vitinha got the ball to them quickly 
from his position in front of the back 
four. 

After receiving the ball from Silva, 
Fernandes floated a lovely delivery to 
the back post that was just out of 
Ledos reach. 

Portugal knocked on the door again. 
This time Leão ran into space down the 
left and passed to Ronaldo, who nudged 
the ball past Zan Karnicnik, but Jaka 
Bijol put in a crunching sliding tackle. 

Ronaldo stretched his neck muscles 
trying to get on the end of Silva cross 
from the right, but he was unable to 
connect and Fernandes just missed a 
tap-in. 

Portugal started losing their way. Pe- 
pe made three errors in the space of a 
few minutes. Had Ruben Dias not 
mopped up, Slovenia would have had a 
three on two. 

Twice in two minutes, Cancelo 
aimed for Ronaldo in the box. The first 
flew just over his head. The second was 
at perfect height for his captain but he 


somehow missed the ball completely 
and cursed himself. 

Ronaldo came close to making 
amends with a trademark free kick that 
whistled just over the bar. He tried 
another from an impossibly tight angle 
that flew straight out of play. “Messi! 
Messi!” the Slovenian fans sang. 

Mendes nicked the ball off Benjamin 
Sesko’s toes after another Pepe error 
left the Portugal defence exposed. 

As the first half drew to a close, Por- 
tugal came forward again and almost 
took the lead through Joao Palhinha's 
shot, which grazed the post. 

When Adam Gnezda Cerin tripped 
Cancelo 25 yards out, it gave Ronaldo 
another free-kick opportunity. He did 
the usual thing: strode back purposeful- 
ly, puffed his cheeks out, then ran at the 
ball and hammered it as hard as he 
could straight at the goalkeeper. 

A penny for the thoughts of Silva and 
Fernandes, two experts of those deli- 
cate little curling free kicks that are 
seemingly outlawed when Ronaldo is 
on the pitch. 

Dias had a rush of blood to the head, 
stepping into midfield, and, seeing that 
Pepe was on his own, Slovenia played a 
ball over the top for Sesko, who soon 
caught up with his 41-year-old oppo- 
nent, but Pepe did just about enough to 
put him off and the striker shot wide. 

When Petar Stojanovic felled Men- 
des 25 yards out, Ronaldo demanded 
the ball again. He placed the ball on the 
turf gently, treating it like an object of 
great worth. Everyone knew what was 
coming next. Hetooka few strides back, 
puffed out his cheeks again and again 
put his laces through the ball. It came as 
no surprise to see the free kick fly over 
the bar. 

Despite his profligacy, Ronaldo 
remained on the pitch. When he ran 
through late on, he could only shoot 
at Oblak and the match went to extra 
time. 


RATINGS 

Portugal (4-3-3): D Costa 6 - J Cancelo 7, 

R Dias 6, Pepe 6, N Mendes 7 - B Fernandes 7, 
J Palhinha 6, Vitinha 7 (D Jota 65min, 6) - 

B Silva 6, C Ronaldo 5, R Leão 7. 

Booked Cancelo. 

Slovenia (4-4-2): J Oblak 7 — Z Karnicnik 6, V 
Drkusic 8, J Bijol 7, J Balkovec 6 — P Stojanovic 7, 
A Gnezda Cerin 7, T Elsnik 6 — A Sporar 5, 

B Sesko 5. Booked Karnicnik, Drkusic, Bijol, 
Balkovec. 

Referee D Orsato (Ita). 


After Ronaldo's first penalty against Slovenia's Oblak was saved in the first half of extra 


France are yet to tap 
into nations well of 
joyful, free expression 


FRANCE 
1 


Vertonghen (og) 85 


BELGIUM 


JAMES GHEERBRANT 


Düsseldorf Arena 


The France players are flooding the 
Belgian box, running with purpose and 
single-mindedness towards their tar- 
get, their paths too numerous and over- 
lapping to track. The static Belgium de- 
fenders are powerless to resist the sheer 
abandon of this co-ordinated collective 


movement. Its what Didier Des- 
champss detractors have been crying 
out for. Unfortunately, this only hap- 
pens once in the entire game: in the mo- 
ments after Jan Vertonghens 85th- 
minute own goal, which brings France's 
substitutes streaming offthe bench and 
sends Deschampss5 squad to the quar- 
ter-finals having scored precisely one 
penalty goal in four matches. 

OK, that was a cheap shot. But there’s 
aserious point. There is a dormant well 
of joyful, free expression in this France 
squad. You see it in the moments after 
they score and after the final whistle: in 
their exuberant celebrations, the little 
dances and high fives, even in the broad 
smile that transfigures Deschampss 
face, still as in love with the moment of 
victory in his 157th game as France 
manager as he was in his first. 

You see it in their bold statements 
rejecting the politics of the Rassemble- 
ment National. After the match, Jules 
Koundé, their man of the match, said he 
was “disappointed to see the direction 
that our country has taken, with a huge 
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time, left, the 39-year-old had to be comforted by his team-mates. However, when the game went to a shoot-out he stepped up to score Portugal's first penalty as they won 3-0 


support for a party that is against our 
values of living together, respect,” and 
urged undecided voters to help repel 
the hard right in the second round of 
theelection. But you almost never see it 
in the way they play, which remains 
tightly buttoned, resolutely tilted to- 
wards defensive solidity over attacking 
pyrotechnics. 

And fair play, it works. They are prob- 
ably the most consistently successful 
international team of the age: cham- 
pion and runner-up in the last two 
World Cups. They will play Portugal in 
the quarter-final on Friday, on a run of 
three clean sheets in four matches, and 
they will be favourites. France have 
elite centre backs, elite ball-winners in 
midfield and this victory was, in a way, 
a kind of vindication of the way they 
play: as Deschamps put it, “We are very 
strong at the back, that's indispensable 
at this level. Everyone does what we 
need so that we don't concede and even 
though we only scored one, one was 
enough.” 

Enough to keep France sailing on 
safely and enough to give Vertonghen 
infinite sorrow. It was heartbreaking to 
see him in the moments after the final 
whistle, Belgium’s most-capped player 
and one of their most illustrious, at the 
end of his 157th and presumably last 
international game, hands on his hips, 
staring into the distance, reckoning 
with the irredeemable cruelty of this 
ending to his career. 

He has been a great player, and even 
at 37, he had made a fine job of 
defending Kylian Mbappé, Antoine 


OWN GOALS GALORE 

1996 31 games 

AM 1 own goal 

2000 31 games 

Mi 

2004 31 games 

V / 2 

2008 31 games 

0 

2012 31 games 

Mi 

2016 51 games 

P / 4 

2020 51 games 

gTdZAESESUASESM fil 

2024 41 games 
9 


Griezmann and Marcus Thu- 
ram before he allowed Ran- 
dal Kolo Muani, receiving 

a pass from N'Golo | Mir 
Kanté, to get just a little 

too much separation from “ 
him. Kolo Muani scuffed Wi 
his shot into the ground, it | 
bounced up and hit Ver- 
tonghen on the knee, and 
in that moment the des- 
tiny of this dour game 
was decided. 


Ft 
, 


Vertonghen is taunted 
by Mbappé after his own 
goal sent Belgium home 


e; 


It had been a cautious performance 
from both teams. Domenico Tedesco 
had put out a 4-4-2 that looked entic- 
ingly attacking on paper. On the pitch, 
Belgium’s best and most creative player, 
Kevin De Bruyne, spent most of the 
gameina very deep-lying midfield role, 
and Belgium kept five men behind the 
ball almost at all times. 

It was a slow, slow game in the first 
half, each team feeling out its own 
structure as muchas the opponents’. De 
Bruynes dipping, inswinging free kick 
was well saved by Mike Maignan. The 
influential Aurélien Tchouaméni fizzed 
a glorious diagonal ball to Koundé, 
whose near-post cross was headed wide 
by Thuram. 

Mbappé — a superhero by day, 
reduced to normality in his mask — 
was not at his best, but did 
force Koen Casteels to tip 
a shot over the top. De 
Bruyne, even from his 
deeper position, 
could still conjure 
magic. After half- 
time, his brilliant 

through ball sent 
Yannick Carrasco 

racing into the 

box: the winger 

_ drew back his foot 
— to shoot, but was 
thwarted by a su- 

^ perb sliding tack- 
lefrom Theo Her- 
nández an act of 
maximum jeopardy, 
executed to 


perfection. After an hour, Tedesco 
switched to a 4-2-3-lin an effort to push 
De Bruyne higher. There was one 
chance. Belgium worked the ball neatly 
down the inside-left channel, drawing 
Dayot Upamecano out, then played it 
square to De Bruyne, running on to it, 
seeing the space before him, the glim- 
mer ofa moment. His strike was almost 
too clean, and Maignan saved well. 

De Bruyne is 33 and has made no 
promises that he will continue his inter- 
national career. If this is his last dance, 
he does not deserve to be remembered 
as a player who underdelivered on this 
stage. 

He has been consistently excellent 
for his country; only the spoils have 
eluded him. Belgium have had ateam of 
fine players, but other nations have too. 
A country of 11 million people has no di- 
vine right to win things. They have 
twice lost in major tournaments by a 
singlegoaltotheteam which wentonto 
win. Perhaps, by the end of this tourna- 
ment, they will have a third such occa- 
sion to look back on. 


RATINGS 

France (4-3-3): M Maignan 7 — J Koundé 8, 

D Upamecano 7, W Saliba 8, T Hernandez 8 — 

N Kanté 6, A Tchouaméni 7, A Rabiot 6 — 

A Griezmann 6, M Thuram 5 (R Kolo Muani 62 6), 
K Mbappé 6. Booked Tchouaméni, Griezmann, 
Rabiot. 

Belgium (4-3-3): K Casteels 7 — T Castagne 6 

(C De Ketelaere 88), W Faes 7, J Vertonghen 6, 
A Theate 6 — J Doku 6, K De Bruyne 8, A Onana 8, 
Y Carrasco 6 (D Lukébakio 88) — L Openda 6 (O 
Mangala 63 6), R Lukaku 5. Booked Vertonghen, 
Mangala. 

Referee G Nyberg (Swe). 


TODAY AT THE EUROS 


Romania v Holland 

Round of 16, Allianz Arena, Munich 
Kick-off: 5pm TV: BBC One 

Radio: talkSPORT, BBC 5 Live 
Referee: F Zwayer (Germany) 
Romania (possible; 4-3-3) 


F Nita 
V Mogos e ARatiu 
| RDragusin A Burca 
e e e e 
R Marin M Marin N Stanciu 
e e e 
1 Hagi D Dragus F Coman 
e e e 
le) 
M Depay 
lo) le) O 
C Gakpo X Simons D Malen 
e O 
T Reijnders J Schouten 
[o [o (0) O 
| V van Dijk Sde Vrij | 
N Aké L Geertruida 


e 

B Verbruggen 

Holland (possible; 4-2-3-1) 
Romania: Suspended: N Bancu 

Holland: No absences 
Tony Cascarinos view: 

Romania's 3-0 win over Ukraine was one 
of the shocks of the tournament but they 
have come back down to earth since 
then. lanis Hagi, apart, they are a 
workmanlike team. Holland, despite 
losing 3-2 to Austria, showed in that 
game they are a team with the potential 
to score plenty of goals, spearheaded by 
Memphis Depay, one of the biggest 
enigmas of European football. He can be 
absolutely sensational on his day. This 
should be a high-scoring game. 
Tony's prediction: Romania 2, Holland 3 


Austria v Turkey 

Round of 16, Red Bull Arena, Leipzig 
Kick-off: 8pm 

TV: ITV1 Radio: talkSPORT, BBC 5 Live 
Referee: A S Dias (Portugal) 


Austria (possible; 4-2-3-1) 
P Pentz 
S Posch e APrass 


| P Lienhart M Wober l 
e e 


N Seiwald F Grillitsch 
e e 


K Laimer R Schmid M Sabitzer 
LJ e e 


M Arnautovic 
e 


le) 
B Yilmaz 


le) le) O 
K Yildiz O Yokuslu A Guler 


[o le) 
| Yuksek S Ozcan 


Q [o] 
A Bardakci | 
M Muldur 


[e] o 
| M Demiral 
F Kadioglu o 
M Gunok 
Turkey (possible; 4-2-3-1) 
Austria: Suspended: P Wimmer 
Turkey: Suspended: H Calhanoglu, 
S Akaydin. Doubt: M Gunok 


Tony Cascarinos view: 

Austria's Marko Arnautovic is a bit like 
Memphis Depay in that he can be 
frighteningly good on his day: he can 
make intelligent runs into space, win 
headers and score wonder goals. On a 
bad day he can look uninterested, but boy 
has he looked interested playing for Ralf 
Rangnick's impressive Austria team. | 
don't know if Turkey can keep their 
momentum if things go wrong - they lost 
their way against Portugal - but there 
should be a great atmosphere. 

Tony's prediction: Austria 2, Turkey 1 
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Dont analyse chaotic beauty 
of Bellingham goal - enjoy it 


MW 

JONATHAN f 
NORTHCROFT 33 

Erfurt FA. 


ora is nine years old and 
that is more than old 
enough to understand 
there was a glorious 
nonsense about England 
emerging as winners against Slovakia. 
While I was rewriting my match 
report in Gelsenkirchen she sent me a 
voice note. “Oh my god. I can't even 
say anything. I'm too lost for words. 
I'm so haaaaaaaaaauo. I feel like I'm 
going to explode. I can't believe they 
actually scored,” she said. “Next time, 
they need to do that more often.” 

My youngest daughter wasn't 
wrong. I'll treasure that message, 
for it was the sound of a rite of 
passage: a budding football fan 
wallowing in what I still believe to be 
the game's most important function. 
Which is to provide another land, not 
fully governed by the systems and 
logics of life. 

All sports have a little of that 
quality, but its low-scoring nature 
makes football swings of fortune 
more pronounced. And not always 
scientific. A throw, a header, a kick — 
and with seconds on the clock the 
fortunes of two whole nations turn. 
Go and xG that. 

Simplicity. Chaos. Sometimes, that's 
just what the game is about. 

A reporter once asked the German 
theologian Dorothee Sólle how she 
would explain happiness to a child. "I 
wouldn't explain it,” she answered. 
"Td toss him a ball and let him play.” 

Perhaps it is not for me, as a Scot, 
to say — but living in the moment, 
laughing to each other, and staying in 
the bonkers, out-of-jail-ness of it all is 
what England fans should do for 
another day or two. Their team of 
stars is not shining at all. They are 
playing (by far, the metrics say) the 
slowest football of any side in the 
competition. It feels like their 
manager is throwing paint at the wall 
and hoping to see a picture. But 
they’ve got Jude Bellingham, and 
they’re in the quarter-finals, and, as 
Cora said, haaaaaaaauo. 


England celebrate after Bellingham's last-gasp overhead kick takes them into extra 
time against Slovakia, one of several big moments fans have enjoyed under Southgate 


There will be time for analysis — 
and there will plenty of it on these 
pages in the coming days — and, of 
course, if Gareth Southgate doesn't 
sort out a different selection, or shape 
that will get England doing a whole 
lot better, their competition will end 
against a vibrant Switzerland on 
Saturday. But nobody should be above 
putting rationality aside and 
surrendering to the game's sometimes 
joyful chaos, for a little bit. 

Ask Manchester City fans, who 
have been served up the most 
incredible, patterned, intellectual 
football by Pep Guardiola but will 
never be as excited as in that 
haphazard "Agüerooo" moment, 
when they won the Premier League 
title in the 94th minute in the wilder, 
pre-Guardiola days. 

Ask Manchester United supporters 
about the three minutes of stoppage 
time in 1999, or Liverpool’s faithful 
about Istanbul, or Chelseas about that 
moment Didier Drogba leapt at the 
near post to take the 2012 Champions 
League final to extra time. 

These were all triumphs where, 
with a burst of brilliance that 
contradicted the toiling performance 
preceding it, teams turned grave 
situations around. Englands late heist 
against Slovakia followed this path. 
Sloth. Dross. Then Kyle Walker 
hurling the ball into the box like Rory 
Delap did at Stoke City, and Marc 


Guéhi flicking on a header, and 
Bellingham, with otherworldly self- 
confidence and great technique, 
dispatching an overhead kick for a 
95th-minute equaliser. Followed by 
Harry Kane heading the winner 51 
seconds into extra time. 

Leave those Southgate questions, 
the stunted passing graphs and the 
stats (such as zero shots on target 
after 90 minutes for the first time in 
England tournament history) for 
tomorrow. My advice would be the 
same as Sir Alex Fergusons in his 
video message to the Tartan Army: 
“Most of all, enjoy it." 

For it doesn't feel like England have 
had many moments like Bellingham 
authored in Gelsenkirchen. Since 
1966, the iconography of the Three 
Lions in tournaments is dominated by 
snapshots of pain. Gazzas tears. Gazza 
just missing the ball at the far post in 
1996. Robert Green's fumble. David 
Seaman caught under Ronaldinho's 
lob. Wayne Rooney snapping his 
metatarsal. Rooney’s red card. David 
Beckhams red card. The ball landing 
two feet over the line and Frank 
Lampard not being given the goal. 
The frozen faces — pictures of horror 
— of the many who missed in penalty 
shoot-outs. The Hand of God. 

In contrast, how many moments 
like Bellinghams have there been? 
Sure, there have been good moments, 
but really big moments where 


England have changed everything by 
doing something dramatic? There 
seem few. 

David Platt’s brilliant, 119th-minute 
volley to beat Belgium in the last 16 of 
the 1990 World Cup was certainly 
one, but the game was level and 
England weren't necessarily going out 
— which they were in Gelsenkirchen, 
had Bellingham not produced his 
miracle. 

Also, losing to a fine Belgian side, 
who finished fourth in the previous 
World Cup, would not have had the 
repercussions of an exit to Slovakia 
— 45th in the world, a country of 
5.4 million people, featuring a second- 
tier player who made his professional 
debut before Kobbie Mainoo 
was born. 

When you look for other big 
moments of tournament turnaround 
you realise there have been a few in 
the Southgate era. The penalty shoot- 
out against Colombia at the 2018 
World Cup and Kanes last-minute 
winner versus Tunisia in their first 
game of that competition (a big goal 
in changing the Three Lions’ 
narrative given their previously 
appalling record in opening fixtures). 

In extra time, Kane holding his 
nerve to score the rebound, after 
missing a penalty, to take England to 
the Euro 2020 final. In 
Gelsenkirchen, Southgate talked 
about the enduring character of his 
England with plausibility. 

OK, so chucking on Ivan Toney 
and "sticking it in the mixer" with two 
minutes left is not quite what it says 
in the England DNA Philosophy 
Statement (“England teams aim to 
intelligently dominate possession 
selecting the right moments to 
progress the play and penetrate the 
opposition"). But Southgate has 
definitely succeeded in another part 
of his mission, which was to improve 
the mental strength of England 
players. 

You could not say Walker, Kane, 
Kieran Trippier, or (until the second 
half) John Stones played well, but 
they never folded and those players 
have been the backbone of his 
England since 2017. You looked at 
how Declan Rice and Bukayo Saka 
plugged away on a gruelling evening 
and could only be impressed. 


I'm ready to take another penalty, says Pickford 


PAUL JOYCE 
Erfurt 


Jordan Pickford is ready to repeat his 
past heroics and take a penalty against 
Switzerland should he be required to 
do so. 

The England goalkeeper memorably 
scored against his opposite number 
Yann Sommer in a shoot-out, before 
saving the very next Swiss spot kick in 
the inaugural Nations League finals in 
June 2019. 

Pickfords contribution enabled 
Gareth Southgates side to finish third, 
behind Portugal and Holland, and 
further endeared him to the England 
fans. 

All of the England squad have been 
practising penalties and, while a shoot- 
out was avoided in Sunday’s extra-time 


success over Slovakia, the 30-year-old 
is ready to take one again. 

"Yes, I will step up,” vowed the 
Everton Nol. “I’m not the manager but 
I will practise and I will be prepared. 


Pickford scored when England beat Switzerland on penalties in the Nations League 


Everyone has got to practise because 
anyone can be on the pitch at any time. 

“That Nations League match was a 
tough game that went to penalties and 
we got the bronze medal. 


"You've got to learn from those 
experiences and take them into major 
tournaments. It was a good feeling back 
then to get those experiences under 
our belt. 

“They are a very good side. They’ve 
just knocked out the reigning 
champions [Italy] and are playing some 
very good football, so they aren't going 
to be a team we're taking lightly.” 

Pickford also allayed injury 
concerns, despite admitting that he 
feared he had dislocated a finger in the 
warm-up against Slovakia. 

He was seen shaking his left hand 
repeatedly after making a save from a 
ball struck by the goalkeeper coach, 
Martyn Margetson, and for about two 
minutes the session was halted. 

“All my body weight went on my little 
finger and I thought I popped it,” he 
added. “But it was fine.” 


And... breathe: 
England draft 
in stress expert 


Likewise, with the purposefulness of 
all the players who went on, Toney 
especially. 

Then there is Bellingham, who 
looked shattered and a shadow of 
himself right up until the point he 
launched himself airborne and beat 
Martin Dubravka spectacularly. It was 
the sixth time Bellingham has scored 
in stoppage time in 2023-24 for Real 
Madrid and England, with all the 


Southgate: We I 


PAUL JOYCE 


Gareth Southgate believes that 
England’s never-say-die attitude and 
togetherness can override the multi- 
tude of shortcomings that still persist at 
the heart of his team’s structure. 

The England manager made a point 
of stressing that the belief his side can 
extract from the manner of the knock- 
out success over Slovakia can underpin 
momentum going into Saturday’s 
Euro 2024 quarter-final showdown 
with Switzerland. 

Southgate reeled off a list of the 
qualities the Swiss have embodied in 
the tournament, highlighting how their 
system is difficult to press, the good ro- 
tation among their forwards and their 
resilience in a last-16 win over Italy. 

In contrast, England have been rely- 
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After the nailbiting drama of 
their extra-time victory over 
Slovakia, who better for 
England to draft in than a 
breathing coach whose 
methods are designed to 
manage stress? 


England's players had 
been doing their recovery on 
mountain bikes during the 
group stages — with Anthony 
Gordon falling off and grazing 
his chin — but yesterday's 
session was a somewhat 
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with England at the Euros with 
rest/recovery, visualisation 
and more. | love working with 
athletes of this calibre and 
sharing breathing and mindset 
strategies, an often 
overlooked performance tool." 


A 


|| 


calmer affair, led by Stuart 
Sandeman, a Nike-employed 
coach who joined up with the 
squad over the weekend. He 
wrote on Instagram: "Such a 
huge privilege to be flying to 
Germany where I'll be working 


goals either putting his team in front 
or equalising. He may get fined for 
the gesture he made at the Slovakia 
bench — but he does possess the very 
things he mimed. 

And maybe there was a bit of 
method in the madness. Among the 
trends noticed by Uefa’s technical 
observers at this tournament is that 
more teams are using the long throw. 
"Its a cheap entry point to the box,” 


smart teams such as Brentford have 
identified throw-ins as an area of gain 
and their specialist coach, Thomas 
Gronnemark, said the long throw is 
“low-hanging fruit”. 

So, not an entirely accidental 
triumph for England, perhaps. But 
definitely an entirely anarchic one; a 
piece of glorious nonsense. In a 
difficult world, sometimes football is 
just to be enjoyed. 


explained one of those observers, 
David Moyes, and because it remains 
a relatively rare tactic, opponents 
don't always train properly against it. 

For Bellinghams goal, England 
used a flick-on and runs into the box 
to give themselves a three v two on 
the far side of the area, while Slovakia 
were caught with seven men 
defending only three England players 
at the near side. In club football, 


lave issues but dont doubt our togetherness 


ingon moments rather than a constant 
team ethic, with Jude Bellingham’s 
spectacular 95th-minute equaliser 
against Slovakia on Sunday sparing the 
nation a demoralising early exit and 
providing the impetus for Harry Kane's 
extra-time winner in a 2-1 victory. 
England’s deficiencies have been 
glaring but as Southgate searches for 
solutions once again — particularly in 
the centre of his sides defence, with 
Marc Guéhi now suspended against 
Switzerland — he has taken solace 
from his players’ mentality as they 
found a way to win a remarkable tie. 
Asked what hope he had that England 
can go deeperinthetournament, South- 
gate said: "Well, the character they've 
shown, they're going to take so much 
from what they've come through. So 
we're trying to solve lots of problems in 
the best way we possibly can and with 


Marc being out now, we've 
got another issue to solve. la: 
What can't be questioned is Ye 
the togetherness of the group, ! 
the way they're fighting for ' 
each other and in knockout 
football that can be as impor- 
tant as everything else. 
"There's no question it will 


gland over the line. The 23-year-old will 
be fit should England reach the semi-fi- 
nals but Southgate knows the effort 
that will need to be expended if his side 
are to overcome Switzerland in 
Düsseldorf. “I know that we've 
got to be better and we've got 

a very tough team to prepare 

for," Southgate said. “Once 


give the whole group belief.” À they've been ahead 

Guéhi was booked for a chal- -- - they've been really diffi- 
lenge on David Strelec as he tried R | cult to break down so 
to remedy a mistake by Kier- A they are a very good side, 


as they showed against 
| Germany [in the group 
J stage] and against Italy.” 

Switzerland, meanwhile, 
are set to clarify today 
whether their midfielder 
Granit Xhaka is a doubt 
after he had scans yesterday 


an Trippier and ended up 44 

suffering a shoulder injury in “ga 
the incident. The defender 
required a painkilling injection 
in the joint at half-time but 
completed the gameto help En- 


— 


The England coach says his side 


"have to be better" on Saturday on an adductor issue. 


EUROS IN 


NUMBERS 


BILL EDGAR ON ENGLAND'S ESCAPE, 
FREE KICKS AND BORDER BATTLES 


ENGLAND HISTORICALLY LATE 
England's 2-1 win over Slovakia was 
their first match since the 1966 World 
Cup final in which they have scored 
twice after the first minute of stoppage 
time. They were on target on Sunday in 
the fifth minute of added time and then 
the first minute of extra time; in 1966 at 
Wembley they found the net in the 

11th and 30th minutes of extra time. 


Serbia 
Denmark 
Slovenia 

Slovakia 


Switzerland 


TEAM FOR THE PEOPLE 

England's population of 57.1million is 
much larger than the combined 
populations of their first five opponents 
atthis tournament: Serbia 7.1million, 
Denmark 5.9million, Slovenia 2.1million, 
Slovakia 5.8million and Switzerland 
8.8million. Should they see off the Swiss 
then three of their four possible 
opponents in the semi-finals would be 
Romania, Holland or Austria, which 
would mean six opponents still had a 
total population smaller than England's. 


yo r 


CAPITAL CLASH 

The England-Switzerland quarter-final 
will feature two England-born forwards 
wearing No18 and with a birthday on 
February 24: Anthony Gordon and 
Switzerland's London-born Kwadwo 
Duah. If Granit Xhaka helps Switzerland 
beat England then he can win his 

131st cap in the semi-finals, exactly 100 
more than his brother Taulant won for 
Albania. 


S CLUB 7 
LY Steps to success this 

summer: Serbia, 

^ 

(Denmark), Slovenia, 

Slovakia, Switzerland, 
the group stage Jude Bellingham 
scored England's first goal and Harry 
match brought a one-goal win in 
Gelsenkirchen — the same pattern has 


Southgate's seven S 
Scandinavians 
2 semi-final... Spain? In 
Kane hit their second, and their opening 
applied to the knockout phase. 


RECOVERIES ON REPEAT 

In half of England's previous meetings 
with Slovakia (three out of six) they had 
fallen behind and trailed for at least half 
an hour but then hit back to win 2-1 — 
and the same happened here. Ivan 
Toney came on as a substitute in 
stoppage time with England trailing and 
94 seconds of ball-in-play time later 
England were 2-1 ahead. 


MAJOR FEAT 

Jordan Pickford, Kyle Walker, John 
Stones and Kane have all been involved 
in a majority of England's knockout- 
round victories at major tournaments 
since 1966 (from 1968 to 2022 England 
have had 13 such victories, and those 
players have appeared in seven of 
them). Kane has now scored 60 England 
goals under Southgate, 25 more than 
any other player has scored for one 
manager (Gary Lineker's 35 for Sir 
Bobby Robson). 


WASTED KICKS 

None of the past 56 shots hit direct 
from free kicks at the European 
Championship or World Cup has found 
the net; the most recent to be converted 
was by Luis Chavéz for Mexico against 
Saudi Arabia in the group stage at the 
World Cup in Qatar. 


LIGHTNING STRIKES TWICE 

Two ofthe past four European 
Championships have had a match 
involving the hosts paused because of a 
thunderstorm: Ukraine v France in 
Donetsk in 2012 and Germany v 
Denmark in Dortmund on Saturday. 


BORDER POINTS 

The two matches on Saturday both 
featured neighbouring countries facing 
each other with the nation that extends 
further west winning 2-0: Switzerland 
beat Italy before Germany defeated 
Denmark. 


SCHMEICHEL 
uA 


FAMILY AFFAIRS 

Only six attacking players have won 
more Denmark caps than Brian Laudrup 
— they include his brother Michael; and 
only one goalkeeper has won more 
Denmark caps than Kasper Schmeichel 
— his father Peter. Denmark played their 
first fixture in 1908 but they have had 
one of the Schmeichels in goal in more 
than a quarter of their matches. 
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Trippier cannot start at left back again 


The Newcastle player 
is killing attacks 
but who should /* 
replace him, asks ™ 
Paul Hirst 

^h 


lwenty minutes of normal 

time remained in 

Gelsenkirchen and Luke 

Shaw rushed off the left 

touchline and pinged the 
ball towards the Slovakia goal. 

It is a manoeuvre he has made 
countless times during his career, 
including in the final of the previous 
European Championship, when he 
put England ahead against Italy. 

Sadly for Shaw, on this occasion, he 
was wearing a green bib over his 
England shirt and the only reason he 
sprang from the left touchline was 
because Slovakia were wasting time 
and he wanted them to hurry up. 

That pass to Martin Dubravka, the 
Slovakia goalkeeper, was the only 
contribution that Shaw has made to 
England’s Euro 2024 campaign so far. 
A calf injury means the Manchester 
United defender, 28, has not been able 
to kick a ball in anger since February. 

He only started training fully with 
the squad at the start of last week, so 
Gareth Southgate has started Kieran 
Trippier, a right back and — more to 
the point — right-footed, on the left 
side in all four of England’s games. 

Yet when Trippier had to come off 
just after the hour mark after being 
taken out by Peter Pekarik, Ezri 
Konsa, Cole Palmer and Eberechi Eze 
were sent out to warm up, not Shaw. 
In the end, Southgate brought on 
Palmer and switched Bukayo Saka 
from right wing to left back. 

By the time that the final whistle 
had been blown after 120 minutes, 
four England players had played at 
left back. Not one of them, however, 
is, by trade, a left back. 

After England had gone ahead in 
the first minute of extra time, 
Southgate switched to a back five and 
slotted Eze into the left-back berth, 
although he acted more like a 


The sight of Trippier racing down the wing and crossing with his left foot against Slovakia was a rare one. The makeshift left back was unable to overlap and combine with Foden 


defensive wingback. Then, in the 
second half of extra time, Konsa came 
on and played there. 

As aman who spent the end of last 
season terrorising defences as an 
inverted left winger for Crystal 
Palace, Eze was probably a little taken 
aback when Southgate asked him to 
slot in at left back. 

“Yeah playing left wingback... it 
was an experience,” Eze, 26, said. “But 
I knew that I had to do what I had to 
do for the team and it paid off.” 

Of the four who played at left back, 
Saka was the best, particularly going 
forward. He is the only left-footer 
among the quartet. 

With Trippier, or any right-footed 
player at left back, there is no natural 
width to the team. Spain have played 
the most devastating attacking 
football at this tournament because, 
in Nico Williams and Lamine Yamal, 
they have brilliant inverted wingers 
who have an excellent understanding 
with the full backs behind them. 


~ al 
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Marc Cucurella and Dani Carvajal 
provide defensive cover, but Cucurella 
on the left side has also been able to 
assist Williams on the overlap. 

The only time that England were 
able to do that against Slovakia was 
when Saka was at full back. Granted, 
it was made easier for him because 
Slovakia were defending deep, but still 
there were a couple of occasions 
during normal time when Saka would 
fly down the wing on the overlap and 
the Slovakian right back did not know 
whether to follow him or move inside 
with Phil Foden. 

When Trippier had the ball, only 
once did he run down the wing and 
cross with his left foot — the ball that 
led to Fodens offside goal. 

Otherwise, Trippier was ineffective 
going forward. Almost all of England's 
attacks in the first half came down 
the right. The 33-year-old made 15 
forward passes and 17 backwards. He 
played the ball to his left twice, and 
33 times to his right. His default move 


was to pass inside. On the opposite 
side, the right back Kyle Walker made 
23 forward passes and ten backwards. 

Early on, when a Slovenia player 
blocked Trippier's path down the left, 
he turned and panicked, under-hitting 
a pass towards Marc Guéhi. David 
Hancko got in front of Guéhi, leaving 
the Crystal Palace central defender 
with no option but to take him down 
and receive the booking that rules 
him out of Saturday's quarter-final 
against Switzerland. 

Trippier is only at left back because 
he is a true professional who will not 
moan if played out of position. He 
would have probably had a better 
game at right back than Walker, who 
was poor. Trippier has also been 
inhibited by his own injury struggles, 
but if England are to have any chance 
of winning the tournament, the 
Newcastle United man cannot play at 
left back again. 

Once he is available, Southgate 
intends to play Shaw high up on the 


MATTHIAS SCHRADER/AP 


left side when England are on the 
attack. That will leave Walker, John 
Stones and Guéhi’s replacement to 
form a three-man defensive block. 

To get up and down the flank is 
asking a lot of a man who has not 
played since February 18. Shaw and 
Foden have started eight games 
together, and on only two of those 
occasions did they play as the left 
winger and left back in a 4-2-3-1 
formation — the last time was in the 
World Cup quarter-final defeat by 
France in December 2022. If Shaw is 
not fully fit, surely Southgate will 
consider deploying Saka at left back. 

Southgate offered a positive update 
on Shaws fitness after the match in 
Gelsenkirchen. “I think that has got a 
chance [to play against Switzerland],” 
he said. “We could have put him on 
but he has done so little full team 
training that would have been a huge 
risk. A bit more training and evidence 
for us of the level he is at would 
be helpful." 
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FREE LIVE COMMENTARIES 
EE ROMANIA v NETHERLANDS == 


{7:00 KO 
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SERVE 


Made with rich clotted cream and a sweet strawberry sauce ripple our 


Strawberries & Cream Ice Cream wins game, set and match. 


WAITROSE 


food to feel good about 


Waitrose & Partners Strawberries & Cream Dairy Ice Cream 480ml, £3.40, 70.83p/100ml. Selected stores. Subject to availability. Minimum online spend and delivery charges apply. 


Prices may vary in Channel Islands, Little Waitrose & Partners and concessions. Serving suggestion shown. Price correct at time of going to print. 
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The Euros 4% Germany 2024 Route to the final 
GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C 
Friday, June 14 Wednesday, June 19 Saturday, June 15 Thursday, June 20 Sunday, June 16 Thursday, June 20 
Munich Cologne Berlin Gelsenkirchen Stuttgart Frankfurt 
Germany....................... 5 | Scotland........................ 1 | Spain... 3 SPpain............................ 1 Slovenia........................ 1 Denmark....................... 1 
Wirtz 10, Musiala 19, Havertz 45+1 (pen), McTominay 13 Morata 29, Fabian 32, Carvajal 45+2 Calafiori 55 (og) Janza 77 Hjulmand 34 
Füllkrug 68, Can 90+3 
Scotland ...................... 1 | Switzerland... 1 Croatid......................... 0 Mal]... 0 | Denmark ...................... 1 | England... 1 
Rüdiger (og) 87 Shaqiri 26 Eriksen 17 Kane 18 
Saturday, June 15 Sunday, June 23 Saturday, June 15 Monday, June 24 Sunday, June 16 Tuesday, June 25 
Cologne Frankfurt Dortmund Düsseldorf Gelsenkirchen Cologne 
Hungary... 1 Switzerland.................. 1 | Waly. 2 |Albania........................ 0 | Serbia. 0 England......................... 0 
Varga 66 Ndoye 28 Bastoni 11, Barella 16 
Switzerland................... 3 |Germany....................... 1 Albanid.................... 1 Spain... 1 | England... 1 SIOVENiIA....................... 0 
Duah 12, Aebischer 45, Embolo 9043 Füllkrug 9042 Bajrami 1 Torres 13 Bellingham 13 
Wednesday, June 19 Sunday, June 23 Wednesday, June 19 Monday, June 24 Thursday, June 20 Tuesday, June 25 
Stuttgart Stuttgart Hamburg Leipzig Munich Munich 
Germany....................... 2 | Scotland........................ 0 Croatia........................... 21|Croatia........................ 1 Slovenia....................... 1 Denmark....................... 0 
Musiala 22, Gündogan 67 Kramaric 74, Gjasula (og) 76 Modric 55 Karnicnik 69 
Hungary ............s 0 | Hungary ........................ 1 Albanid....................... 2 | Waly oos 1 | Serbia... 1 | Serbia... 0 
Csoboth 90+10 Laci 11, Gjasula 90+5 Zaccagni 90+8 Jovic 90+5 
Team W |D | L |GD|Pts Team W|D | L |GD Pts Team WJD | L |GD Pts 
"YE Germany (Q) 2 [3| HO | 7 “1È Spain (Q) 3/|0/0 9 England (Q) 1 || 2] 0) 5 
Switzerland (Q) 1 | 2 | o 5 Italy (Q) ia iq 4 Denmark (Q) @ | 8 | © | © | 
'*1 Hungary (E) 1/0|2/-3/3 LEJ Croatia (E) 0|/2]|1]|-3|2 Slovenia (Q) GE EST FOS NON ES 
“w. Scotland (E) Od 2: ESI IT Albania (E) 0 12 ]9] 1 Serbia (E) 0.2 1/|3/2 
GROUP D GROUP E GROUP F 
Sunday, June 16 Friday, June 21 Monday, June 17 Saturday, June 22 Tuesday, June 18 Saturday, June 22 
Hamburg Leipzig Munich Cologne Dortmund Dortmund 
Poland.......................... 1 Holland........................ 0 Romania........................ 3 | Belgium ........................ 2, Turkey sss 3 |Turkey........................ 0 
Buksa 16 Stanciu 29, R Marin 53, Dragus 57 Tielemans 2, De Bruyne 80 Muldur 25, Guler 65, Akturkoglu 90+7 
Holland......................... 2 FrantC........................ 0 UKrainC.......................... 0 Romania........................ 0 Georgia.......................... 1 | Portugal... 3 
Gakpo 29, Weghorst 83 Mikautadze 32 Silva 21, Akaydin 28 (og), Fernandes 56 
Monday, June 17 Tuesday, June 25 Monday, June 17 Wednesday, June 26 Tuesday, June 18 Wednesday, June 26 
Düsseldorf Berlin Frankfurt Frankfurt Leipzig Gelsenkirchen 
Austria |... 0 |Holland.......................... 2 | Belgium ....................... 0 Slovakia........................ 1 | Portugal... 2 | Georgia... 2 
Gakpo 47, Depay 75 Duda 24 Hranac (og) 69, Conceicao 90+2 Kvaratskhelia 2, Mikautadze 57 (pen) 
France... 1 | Austria |... 3 | Slovakia... 1 |Romania....................... 1 | CzechRepublic............. 1 Portugal |... 0 
Wóber 38 (og) Malen 6 (og), Schmid 59, Sabitzer 80 Schranz 7 Marin 37 (pen) Provod 62 
Friday, June 21 Tuesday, June 25 Friday, June 21 Wednesday, June 26 Saturday, June 22 Wednesday, June 26 
Berlin Dortmund Düsseldorf Stuttgart Hamburg Hamburg 
Poland........................... 1 France... 1 Slovakia....................... 1 UKrainE......................... 0 |Georgia......................... 1 | Czech Republic............. 1 
Piatek 30 Mbappé 56 (pen) Schranz 17 Mikautadze 45-44 (pen) Soucek 66 
Austria... 3 |Poland.......................... 1 | Ukraine |... 2 |BelgiumM....................... 0 | Czech Republic ............. 1 | Turkey sss. 2 
Trauner 9, Baumgartner 66, Arnautovic 78 (pen) Lewandowski 79 (pen) Shaparenko 54, Yaremchuk 80 Schick 59 Calhanoglu 51, Tosun 90+4 
Team W DL |GD|Pts | Team W|D | L |GD Pts Team W | D/L |GD Pts 
Austria (Q) 2 |o 1 | 2) 6 Romania (Q) 3 EN KA p pes Portugal (Q) | 0) | 4 6 
France (Q) 1 | 2 o 5 Belgium (Q) | a ki 4 Turkey (Q) 28 0 | 1 | © |6 
Holland (Q) Tit] KON K4 Slovakia (Q) 15 ps e pu Georgia (Q) a ra o4 
Poland (E) uel Ukraine (E) didi 24 Czech Republic (E) (ON EN E28 E28 Mi 
ROUND OF 16 ROUND OF 16 
Sunday, June 30 Today 
Cologne 5pm, Munich 
Spain... 4 QUARTER-FINALS QUARTER-FINALS ROmania......................... 
Rodri 39, Ruiz 51, Williams 75, Olmo 83 
M Friday, July 5 Saturday, July 6 
GEOrgia........................ 1 5pm, Stuttgart 8pm, Berlin Holland........................... 
LeNeimand (oo) 18 Spain... Romania or Holland  . 
Saturday, June 29 Today 
Dortmund G SEMI-FINALS Austri Turk 8pm, Leipzig 
ermany.. i. ustria or Turke 
Germany...................... 2 y Tuesday, July 9 Wednesday, July 10 M ssi Austria... i. 
Havertz 53 (pen), Musiala 68 8pm, Munich 8pm, Dortmund 
Denmark... 0 winnerQFI................... winnerQF4................. Turkey... 
winnerQF2 .................. WinnerQF3................... 
Yesterday Sunday, June 30 
Frankfurt Gelsenkirchen 
Portugal.....................! 0 England....................... 2 
Bellingham 90+5, Kane 91 
. Friday, July 5 Saturday, July 6 : 
Slovenia......................! 0. 8pm, Hamburg 5pm, Düsseldorf Slovakia....................... 1 
t; Portugal win 3-0 Schranz 25 
(aet; Portugal win 3-0 on pens) Portugal... England........................... Ge Parai 
Yesterday Saturday, June 29 
Düsseldorf France FINAL Switzerland... Berlin 
France.......................... 1. Switzerland................ 2 
Vertonghen 85 (OG) Sunday, July 14 8pm, Berlin Freuler 37, Vargas 46 
Belgium.......................! 0 winner SF1.................... WinnerSF2........... Italy... 0 


15 DAYS FROM Price includes 


£32,799 |. an 


per person 


Times / Save upto Ý ¢ 333 y f=} Travel by minibus and comfortable 
readers save ?b 4 trains 


£100pp with the 1596 
code TIMES100 o [ uA ae AS 
on any Exodus onselected Hh ES Accommodation in standard hotels 
trip^ YN departures* / plus one night in a yurt, one night in 
L asimple guesthouse and one night 
ona sleeper train 


xX Eleven breakfasts and three dinners 


| (Q. Tour leader throughout 
(two separate leaders) 


Xx Experience Silk Road cities, culture 
and nature 


w Enjoy easy walks in Kyrgyzstan 


i i pé e = 1 uu : X and Kazakhstan 
The Silk Road PO wh i r Ww Countries visited: Kazakhstan, 
$ 


G Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan 
m iH 


Esè] Departures | July 2024 to October 2025 


1 


way through deserts, across steppes and over from Bukhara and Samarkand to the Tien Shan 
mountains, creating trade routes between mountains. 

the great civilisations of the Mediterranean and 

China. Art and religion spread both east and west 

and cities with impressive architecture sprouted 

alongside nomadic communities of eagle hunters. 

Follow Marco Polo's footsteps and uncover the 

natural and cultural treasures of Central Asia on this 


E: centuries, merchant caravans made their two-week trip visiting the best sites on the Silk Road, 


Our e (0) d u S N *Prices correct at time of going to press. Prices listed are based on two sharing a twin/double room. Single supplement on request. Offer subject to availability and 
trusted val ABTA prices may fluctuate. ^Quote TIMES100 to be eligible for the £100pp discount, included in the price above. Available on selected departures up to September 30, 
partner ADVENTURE TRAVELS Travel with confidence 2024. The offer cannot be combined with other discounts or promotions. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Exodus Travels, ABTA Y0751, ATOL 


25825, a company wholly independent of News UK 


16 DAYS FROM 


£4,539 


per person 


readers save 
£100pp off all 
Exodus trips 
with the code 
TIMES100^ 


Discover Co 


Departures | July 2024 to January 2026 


Join eagle-eyed guides for a wildlife-watching trip through mountains, rainforest and the Caribbean and includes 
Pacific coasts 


Flights Included 


xperience the many wonders of Costa star attraction is the marvellous, often bizarre, the Caribbean and Pacific coastlines, plus the 
Rica, a country renowned for having animals that live here: from catatonic sloths and expert guidance of our highly rated tour leaders, All transport and listed activities. 
proportionately more protected land than screaming howler monkeys to screeching toucans and it's easy to see why this adventure is among Arrival and departure transfers 


any other, making it ripe for wildlife tourism. The and nesting green turtles. Throw in visits to both our most popular. 


All accommodation. 14 nights in 
comfortable hotels and ecolodges 


All breakfasts, eight lunches and 
six dinners 


Tour leader throughout 


Green turtle nesting season: 
July to October 


x ox 3o x DAM 


Citizen Science departures available 
onthis trip 


CALL TODAY ON 
Scan the QR code with 0808 304 2765 


your camera app to 
view more details. thetimes.com/ex-costarica 


QUOTE TIMES100^ 


What we love 


With the opportunity to experience the very best beaches and 
rainforests of Costa Rica, you'll getto fully immerse yourself in this 
beautiful country, whilst getting to view the most incredible wildlife 
inits natural habitat. 


o * Prices correct at time of going to press. Prices listed are based on two sharing a twin/double room. Single supplement on request. 

ur P Additional dates may be available, please call for details. Offer subject to availability and prices may fluctuate. Operated by and subject 

trusted b [e) u S to the booking conditions of Exodus Travels, ABTA Y0751, ATOL 25825, a company wholly independent of News UK. “Save £100pp when 

partner vu booking through Times Travel - quote TIMES100 at time of booking, included in the price above. This offer is not combinable with any other 
ADVENTURE TRAVELS 


offers, including Loyalty Discounts. 


lr] TIMES Travel Offers Mo nè 
/f £4,195 


Times per person 
readers save 
£100pp with the 
code TIMES100 
on any Exodus 


Discover Namib 


- LODGE 


Departures | July 2024 to December 2025 


| Experience desert dunes, coastal wilderness and wonderful game-viewing in Africa's most underrated destination Price Includes 


Flights included 
matched by the diversity. Deep canyons, in an endlessly shifting landscape. The sky seems is the backdrop for healthy wildlife populations 


T7 scenic beauty of Namibia is only formations and vast salt pans merge seamlessly at night, billions of twinkling stars overhead. This 
towering dunes, otherworldly rock particularly big here with spectacular sunsetsand, and a mix of different communities. 


z 


All transport and listed activities 


All accommodation. 12 nights in lodges, 
chalets or hotels 


All breakfasts, two lunches and four 
dinners 


X X D 


Travel in purpose-built overland truck 


What we love 

Visit and climb the tallest dunes in the world for spectacular views and 
enjoy more views of the spectacular scenery of Namib-Naukluft Park. 
Also included, a visit to Brandberg, the highest mountain in Namibia, in 
Damaraland. The Damaraland area is best-known as being home to the 
desert elephants that roams in the Ugab River. 


Our *Prices correct at time of going to press. Prices listed are based on two sharing a twin/double room. Single supplement on request. 


N Additional dates may be available, please call for details. Offer subject to availability and prices may fluctuate. “Quote TIMES100 to be 
trusted e (e) u S IZ ABTA eligible for the £100pp discount, included in the price above. The offer cannot be combined with other discounts or promotions. Prices are 
correct at time of publication, and subject to confirmation at time of booking. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Exodus 


partner ADVENTURE TRAVELS Travel with confidence Travels, ABTA Y0751, ATOL 25825, a company wholly independent of News UK. 


per person 


Save up 
to £600 per 
couple* 


Departures | August 2024 to October 2025 


ravel from the top to the toe of Italy on an flavours and mouth-watering taste. recommended. Your next destination is the Price Includes 
amazing tour and be introduced to many of 1 ith hT ^s beautiful £rvaid scenic Sorrento Peninsula, where a guided tour —————— 
the country's iconic highlights - explore the Iove Hrongisuscanys Qeau dU COMTTTySIde of Pompeii, buried beneath hot ash when Mount 


tothe spa town of Montecatini Terme, and from 
here visit the 'Field of Miracles' and the world- 


Return flights from London 


extraordinary floating city of Venice and discover Vesuvius erupted, brings this well-preserved 


highlights including St Mark's Square and the . - . ruined city to life. and overseas transportation 
Rialto Bridge before heading to Bologna. famous Leaning Tower of Pisa. Head tothe Lazio : 

region, and the ancient city of Rome to discover You'll also have the chance to admire the beauty Fourteen nights in Tourstar hotels 
Here stop at the famous La Sorbetteria Castiglione iconic landmarks such as the Trevi Fountain, the of the Amalfi Coast and cruise to the island of 
for a tasting of delicious ice cream. This artisan ice Colosseum, and the Spanish Steps, with optional Capri, before ending this epic tour on the island of 


Fourteen breakfasts, one lunc 


cream parlour is famous for its incredible range of trips to the Vatican and the Sistine Chapel highly Sicily for views of Mount Etna. 
eight dinners and welcome drin 


Services of a Travelsphere Holiday 
Director 


PXI A 


Explore the iconic cities of Venice, 
Florence and Rome 


Visits to Treviso, Bologna, the Leaning 


Orvieto Adriatic Sea Tower of Pisa, Orvieto and Taormina 


Ue Montecenino Explore the ruins of Pompeii 


Pompeii 
ns Vico Equense 
Caprim N Amalfi 


Nana, 
D 


do M P" 


Enter Montecassino Abbey 


K 
x 
Mediterranean Sea ` 
Pizzo Calabro ¢ 
€ Start Messina, 
Finish E 
+=+ Road Mt Etna 8i $ Taormina 
# Nights in hotel SICILY ids Naxos « 
oi Sin KE? Catania 


CALL TODAY ON 


Fabulous way to see lots of bucket-list destinations 
with excellent Holiday Director and local guides. 


Scan the OR code with 0808 1 34 3243 


your camera app to 
view more details. thetimes.com/ts-italy 


K Trustpilot © 3 QUOTE TIMES^ 


Our Si “Discount on selected departures only. Prices correct at time of print. Prices shown are based on twin occupancy ofa double or twin 
trusted © t | h sp bedded room with private facilities and economy flights. Single occupancy supplements will apply. All holidays are subject to availability 
rave S ere Ki ABTA Images used in conjunction with Travelsphere. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Travelsphere, ABTA Y6412, ATOL 


partner “Travèl with confidence 11266 a company wholly independent of News UK. New bookings only. Visit website for full terms & conditions. 


FIVE DAYS 
FROM 


£799 


PRICE INCLUDES 
Return scheduled flights 


Four nights in four-star 
I superior accommodation, 
with daily breakfast 


O n this intriguingly varied tour, we visit two of Europe's great cultural Theservices of our 
centres: Berlin, once the East-West flashpoint, now reborn as a lively experienced and insightful 
and dynamic city and Dresden, newly restored and possibly Germany's most tour manager 


beautiful city once again. Combine this with stunning Meissen porcelain 
and the infamous Colditz Castle - probably the world's most famous Prisoner 


of War camp and you have a varied and fascinating tour. 


Departures October and November 2024 
and April to October 2025 


INCLUDED EXPERIENCES 


Two guided tours including 
Berlin, Dresden 
Visits to medieval Meissen 
and tour the world-famous 


aes 5 porcelain studio and 
To book, visit thetimes.com/rtravel-bd Colditz Castle 


— 
| SEVEN DAYS r 


| FROM 


£1,549 


PRICE INCLUDES 
Return scheduled flights 
Six nights in centrally 
located four-star 
4 accommodation, with daily 
breakfast 
Theservices of our 
experienced and insightful 


tour manager 
INCLUDED EXPERIENCES 

hink of Sweden and Denmark anda host of unique images immediately Four guided tours 

springto your mind. Quaint, historic capitals rich with the including Stockholm, 
architectural legacies of the Hanseatic League: pristine streets, wide-open Sweden's Royal Palace, 
spaces; a love of nature and respect for the environment; home of the the Vasa Museum and 
Vikings, modern monarchies; peace-loving and some of the most pleasant Copenhagen 
people you will ever meet. Three visits including 

Roskilde and its 


stunning Cathedral, the 


Departures August 2024 and June to September 2025 Viking Museum and 


To book, visit thetimes.com/rtravel-sd 


Fredericksborg Palace and 
gardens 


Call now to book, quoting TIMES-0107 


SIX DAYS 
A FROM 


n 
W” — 


— 


PRICE INCLUDES 
Return scheduled flights 
Five nights in four-star 
accommodation, with 
daily breakfast 
The services of our ba 


experienced and insightful 
tour manager 


Three guided tours 
tmight be one of the smallest countries in Central Europe, but Slovenia including Ljubljana Lipica 


boasts an incredible diversity just waiting to be discovered during this Classical Riding School and 
cross-country six-day tour. Nestled between Italy, Austria, Croatia and Maribor 
Hungary, at the very top of the Balkan Peninsula, its unique position 
showcases an exceptionally green and pleasant land. 


Visit a local winery and 
enjoy atasting 


Watch a performance by 
Lipizzaner horses 
Departures October 2024 and April to October 2025 Three visits including 


en Piran, Ptuj and Lake Bled 
To book, visit thetimes.com/rtravel-sv with boat trip 


FIVE DAYS | 

FROM | 
" 
n 
"mt 


£669 


PER PERSON 


F 


A a CIS 
PRICE INCLUDES 


Return standard-class 
reserved Eurostar seats 
from London St. Pancras, 
plus hotel transfers 


Four nights in four-star 
accommodation, with 


daily breakfast 
The services of our 
experienced and insightful 
tour manager 
or a short break with a difference, Normandy is hard to beat - it really is 

F one of the truly unspoiled corners of Europe. Normandy is French INCEUDEDENPERIENCES 
countryside as how you imagine it to be - lush and green, with tiny fields, Enjoy a guided tour of 
half-timbered buildings and history so intertwined with our own. You willsee Rouen, Normandy's capital 
echoes of Joan of Arc, the D-Day landings, Richard the Lionheart and of Five visits including Gold 
course the most famous of all, William the Conqueror of England. Beach, Arromanches, 
Departures September to October 2024 and dela tie Balai 
April to October 2025 Bénédictine, and Claude 


ah " Monet’s delightful house 
To book, visit thetimes.com/rtravel-nr and gardens 


e 08082391168 othetimes.com/rtravel [TI TIMES Travel Offers 


Prices are per person, based on two sharing and are correct at time of print. Single rooms are subject to availability at the relevant supplement. Additional entrance costs may apply. All holidays are subject to availability. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera A 
Tours Ltd, ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430, IATA 9127440, a company wholly independent of News UK. Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton-on-Trent, DEM ISP. See website for full details. DABTA (8 


ABTA No,Va744 


TI TIMES Travel Offers 


Save up 
to £300 per 
person** 


Angkor to the Bay 


Departures | September 2024 to November 2025 


This tour blends the best of Cambodia with Vietnam. Head to Siem Reap to explore the temple complex of 
Angkor, a place that should be at the top of every travellers' must-see list, before passing through Cambodia's 
charming capital, Phnom Penh, and into Vietnam. 


Vietnam, with cultural activities and plenty full of local life, charming colonial architecture and Offers, you will get an exclusive complimentary 
of opportunities to interact with the locals. a fascinating history to discover. The tour finishes — pre-tour extension including an extra hotel night 
Learn more about the Vietnam War in and around as it started, with a showstopper - Halong Bay, with breakfast and dinner as well as a half-day 
Saigon, and explore Hue for a glimpse of a where you'll take an overnight cruise out onto immersive cooking class - make sure to quote 
magnificent imperial past. Hoi An will charm you the calm waters and wend your way through the TIMES-ON when booking. 
with its cobble streets and scenic riverside setting, breathtaking karst scenery. 


T he tour is the perfect introduction to whilst capital city Hanoi boasts timeless streets When booking this tour with The Times Travel 


What we love 

Exploring the incredible ruins of Angkor Wat and cruising 
through the magniicent karst peaks on the tranquil green 
waters of Halong Bay. 


o * Prices listed are based on two sharing a twin/double room. Single supplement on request. “The offer is subject to availability and 
ur Wendy Wu Tours reserve the right to change or withdraw the offer. Flights on holidays booked more than 11 months in advance may be 
trusted [/ Wendy Wu To S subject to supplements when airline fares are published. The offer is subject to availability and Wendy Wu Tours reserve the right to 

t rU Travel with confidence, change or withdraw the offer. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Wendy Wu, ABTA W7994 ATOL 6639, a company wholly 
partner independent of News UK. ** Offer ends July 31, 2024. 


sí 


X xx x9 x DOS 


18 DAYS FROM 


£4,290 


per person 


Price Includes 


Return flights from the UK, 
current taxes 


Domestic transportation 


16 nights' accommodation 
(inc your free pre-night) 


15 breakfasts, 14 lunches 
and 15 dinners 


Touring with guides and entrance fees 
as detailed in itinerary 


Authentic cultural experiences 


Visa fees for UK and EU passport 
holders 


Exclusive free pre-tour extension 
including hotel night with breakfast 
and dinner and a half-day immersive 
cooking class - quote TIMES-ON when 
booking 


^w elve into the rich history of this proud 
)nation, exploring iconic sights such as 

A the magnificent Himeji and Matsumoto 
castles, soaking up the charms of timeless Kyoto 
and taking a moment to reflect on poignant 
events of the past in the now vibrant cities of 
Nagasaki and Hiroshima. 


Throughout the tour you'll experience Japan's 
deep connection to the natural world, not least 
at Kenrokuen, one of the nation's Three Great 


= 


TI 


W Wendy Wu Tours 


nerary encompasses the best of the natural beauty and 
culture of Japan, with the majority of travel by world-famous bullet 
train. You will also experience an exclusive complimentary pre-tour 
extension when booking through Times Travel Offers. 


SPABTA 


Travel with confidence 


uw 


Gardens. To fully appreciate iconic Mount Fuji, 
ascend 2,400 metres to the Fifth Station before a 
peaceful cruise on Lake Ashi, under Fuji's watchful 
gaze. Have your cameras at the ready in Yudanaka 
where, in hot water pools, adorable Japanese 
macaques, also known as snow monkeys, play. 


Get hands-on with the tastes, flavours, and 

traditions of Japan with a range of interactive 
experiences - learn to make momiji manju (maple 
leaf bean buns), design your own sake cup while 


*Prices listed are based on two sharing a twin/double 
months in advance may be subject to supplements wh 


of News UK 


f aò kn w ae bl 


tasting this tasty rice wine, enjoy a sushi making 
lesson, visit the famous Nikka Whisky Factory, 
take partin a sacred tea ceremony, and try your 
hand at Japanese fan painting. 


Your explorations end in a city where ancient and 
modern Japan combines, Tokyo. Here, you'll visit 
the age-old Sensoji, pass the Imperial Palace Plaza 
and ascend to the observation deck of the Tokyo 
Metropolitan Building for breath-taking views 
over this sprawling city. 


room. Single supplement on request. Flights on holidays booked more than 11 
en airline fares are published. Offer ends July 31, 2024. Quote TIMES-ON to receive 


free pre-night. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Wendy Wu, ABTA W7994 ATOL 6639, a company wholly independent 


Warner Hotels 


hoose from 16 Warner Hotels in some of the UK's most breathtaking locations. Whether 

you're dreaming of a coastal escape with waves crashing against the shore or a serene 
countryside retreat surrounded by rolling hills and lush greenery, we've got the perfect 
destination for you. 


With delicious dining, endless activities, and electric entertainment all included in the price. 
Simply focus on the fun and we'll take care of the rest. 


Discover the Warner Hotels collection online at thetimes.com/warner 


Book today and enhance your stay with some complimentary added value. 


WINE WITH 
DINNER* 


AVIONES, T age = agen ISBN MINUS nte 


Heythrop Park, Cotswolds 


A country escape in one of Warner Hotel's grandest buildings. 


S: in 440 acres of glorious parkland, within the hotel you'll find a choice of three 
restaurants, a selection of lounge areas, and two entertainment venues. The grand hotel also 
boasts a sumptuous spa and an 18-hole golf course with a majestic serenity felt throughout the 
building. Surrounding areas at Heythrop Park include rolling hillsides, classic stone buildings, 
and enchanting castles which will make you feel like you've stepped back in history. Heythrop 
Park is also home to famous destinations including Shakespeare's birthplace in Warwickshire, 
Kenilworth Castle, and the gardens of Herefordshire. With so much space and so many options, 
you'll be sure of a memorable time. 


Thoresby Hall, Nottinghamshire 


A grade i listed building in one of nottinghamshire's most important 
houses with a timeless design throughout. 


horesby Hall has been in the Warner family for 20 years and has delighted guests ever since. 

Take a seat and relax in our beyond comfortable armchairs in the vaulted splendour of the 
Great Hall, and the house's broad terrace overlooks a croquet lawn and acres of classic parkland. 
Hilltop castles, lush parklands, a millennia-old cathedral, and magnificent views as far as the 
eye can see, all add to the magic that is the East Midlands. Most famously known for its location 
of Robin Hood's Sherwood Castle, there is plenty to see and do in the surrounding area. From 
adrenaline-fueled Sherwood Pines, historic limestone formations of Cresswell Crags, Vicar Water 
Country Park, Peveril Castle, Clumber Park, Rufford Abbey Country Park, and Kirby Hall - there's 
something for everyone. 


Q Book online now at thetimes.com/warner 


@ Call 0808 239 1686, quoting THETIMES25 


(lines open Monday- Friday 9am to 7pm and Saturdays 9am to 4pm) 


Bodelwyddan Castle, North Wales 


A grand and imposing castle near the North Wales coast, surrounded by 260 
acres of wide-open green spaces that you'll love to get lost in. 


B: the private lodges overlooking the pretty ponds and the cosy rooms that 
are close the action, you'll have plenty of space to get comfortable. 


The area of North Wales may be famous for the haunting mountain ranges of 
Snowdonia, but this region boasts many other magnificent sights to behold. The 
surrounding areas provide many breathtaking scenes including beautiful beaches, 
rolling green hills, and endless hiking or cycling trails. North Wales has been known to 
be one of the most magical regions with Bodelwyddan Castle providing endless delights. 


ép 
WARNERLEISUREHOTELS 
TIMES Travel Offers 


*The "Times25" offer applies to 3+ night stays at Warner Hotel breaks from June to December 31, 2024 on thetimes.com/warner website only using the offer code THETIMES25 at checkout or via our contact centre on 0808 239 1686. The offer includes free room upgrade, free late check out, half a bottle of wine free 
per person with their evening meal and. Prices shown are accurate at the time of print and are based on two guests sharing a twin/double room. “Late checkout is not available at Runnymede on Thames in 2024. The free room upgrade is available on signature rooms, premier chalet, or woodland lodges. The offer ends 
at midnight July 21, 2024, applies to new bookings only and cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Offer is subject to promotional availability. The offer is only applicable on bookings up to 19 people and cannot be used on bookings with group benefits or coach and travel operators bookings. All persons in 
your booking must be aged over 18 years of age. Bourne Holidays Limited (trading as Warner Leisure Hotels) reserve the right to change, remove or add breaks throughout the promotional period and withdraw any offers without prior notice. Full Warner Leisure Hotels terms and conditions apply. 


